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FRIENDS^ MISCELLANY. 

The memorj of the just b bleesed. — P^ev. z. 7v 
Chither «p the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost 
- John, Ti. 1% 

Ko. 1. iOURTH MONTH, ISSI. Vol. I. 

PROSPECTUSw 
Wsxar great multitudes flocked to Jesus, with in* 
teiUM desires to see the miracles which he wrought^ . 
to be healed of Uieir diseases, or to derive instructtoa 
firom the heavenly and beniga docUifies which be 
pfeaohed, we are informed he *< was moved with com** 
passion towards them, because they were a^ she^ not 
having a shepherd*^' In a wilderness country, where 
vmsty of them had come from far and were un{>rovid* 
«d with the means of bodily sustenance, it must have 
manifested great sincerity in ^m to continue for tiired 
dqns, when they had nothing to eat Under suck 
circamstanees, inquiry was made among the dtsciplei 
rejecting their stock of providons, which wm found 
to consist of a very few barley loaves andjome small 
fishes. ^^But what are they among so many?" was 
a natofal question in reply to the direction of the mas-- 
tev-««-^< Give ye them to eaf After the necessary 
pieparatjoii crif the company, divided into classes of 
hundiPeds and of fifties, Jesus << took the loaves, and 
looking cq» to heaven, he blessed, and brake, and gave 
to the disciples to set before the multitude, and tbey 
did aU eat and were filled*" 

In these memorable circumstances, divine love and 
««idescenrioii were conspicuously jfaanifatfed to the 
I 
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PROSPECTITS. . 3 

cerns of those who have shone as lights in the worlds ^ 
by their deVotedness to the cause and testimony of 
Truth, their zeal and care in promoting the happiness 
of the human family,, and advancing the principles of 
peace on earth and good-will amongst men. 

Among these "fragments'' it is apprehended thei > 
are many valuable manuscripts ** that remain" unpi^: 
Ibhed, and which are consequently in danger of beinr; 
^ lost/' or confined to a very limited sphere of useful 
ness. Among wHich are, biographical memoirs of ex 
emplary characters, in the form of Testimonies or 
Memorials, drawn up either by individuals pr meet^ 
ings, which might be profitable to survivors, if brought 
into more general view. Narratives of travels, or 
memorandums that have been penned by way of jourj 
nals or diaries, of the exercises, trials, probations, anq 
experiences of dedicated minds. Letters, epistles, or 
essitys, of interesting and instructive tendency, devoi^ 
loping the views and characters df the writers, and 
exhibiting portraits of mind, far more valuable* than 
personal likenesses* Historical sketches, particularly 
ot the society of Friends,, illustrating the origin and 
settlement of meetings for worship and discipline, the 
spreading of Friends' principles, and the advancement 
of the' testimonies of Truth; the progress of light and 
knowledge in the improvement of schools, tfie order 
and discipline of our religious society^ and the exam- 
ples aad labours of those who have been instrumental 
in promoting the work of reformation ; and " who 
being dead," may yet speak the language of encour- 
agement to others to go and do likewise. 

It 18 believed that a judicious compilation of essays 
and materials of these descriptions, might form a pe* 
nodical publication, that would be profitable to be in- 
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4 PROfSPECTUS. 

trodiiced into the kmiliesk of Priencb^ and among^ the 
rising generation. And although to the refinements 
of polite literature^ some of these fragments may ap- 
pear in a simple or antiquated dress, yet to the sin- 
cere seeking mind, they may prove as the barley 
loaves and fishes that satisfied ihe multitude in the 
wilderness; more especially to those^ who^ looking up 
to heaven for instruction, have become acquainted 
with the Diving Monitor within, that teaches as never 
maa taught 

Thus might opportunity be furnished for rescuing 
from oblivion, and holding up to the view of survivors, 
the names, the sentiments,, and the enlightened views 
of many worthy members of society, who are yet re- 
membered by sonje with afiectionate interest, as way- 
marks to their cotemporari^s, and benefactors of the 
poor, but whose works and labours of love are in dan- 
ger of being forgotten. Their descendantskalso may 
hereby be stimulated and encouraged to follow the foot- 
steps-of their pious ancestors, whose example and coun^ 
sel may yet prove as bpead cast upon the waters, and 
thus be found useful to their children after many days. 

In gathering up the fragments that remain, that 
nothing may be lost, whifih might contribute to the 
benefit, the instruction, and the improvement or c<m- 
firmation of the sincere h^arte^i, who kre hungering 
after substantial food for the mind, a hope is enter- 
tained, that encouragement may be derived from the 
remembrance of the widow's mite that she cast into 
the treasury or common stock, and the testimony of 
approbation uttered on tiiat occasion.. It is appre- 
hended that there are materials of the characters al- 
luded to, remaining in the possession of many Friendly 
who would not only be gratified by perusing a work 
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of this nature, but also feel a willingness to contribute 
to the comfort and improvement of others, especially 
the poor, the destitute, the solitary and afflicted, a» 
well as the large circle of interesting young people, 
*iiow rising up into active life, and who must shortly ' 
fill those important stations, and perform the requisite • 
duties in the various departments and relations <^ 
social and rdigious order, on the right occupancy and 
faithful discharge of which, under the Divine blessings 
the welfare and advancement of society materially 
depend. 

The present Number is designed as the commence* 
nieai of a series of like character, size, type, &c., to 
be iwued about once a month, if sufficient approba- 
tion and encouragement be given. The work will 
be so paged that eight numbers will fot'm a volume, 
with a title page and index. J. & I. COMLY. 

JOHN WOOLMAN'S LETTERS. 
To a Friend. 

BSJLOVED FBIEND,. 

Since our last conversation, I have felt an in- 
crease of brotherly love, and therein & lH)ei;ty to hint 
further to thee, how, at different times for years past, 
things^ huve wrought on my mkid, respecting high 
.living. , ' 

Firsk In some afflictkig seasons^abroad, as I hav^ 
sat ia meeting^!, with desiiies.to attend singly on the 
pure gift, I have felt, that amongst my brethren 
grievously entan^ed in eicpensive customs, the Lord 
iwd aiW<n:k foi sgme to do, by exampling others in 
Ae itimi^ieity as it is in Christ. 2 Cor. xi. 3. And 
as I bai^e seen, that a view to live high,, hath beea.j|i 
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•lambliog block, — and that what some a|^ar^ i^^ 
aim at^ was no higher tbaa many, esteemed of Ae 
foremost rank in our society,, lired^-^bere balh bees 
a labour upon me, tiuit m this respect, the wc^ 
may be cast vp; and the ^tumbting-Moci takM 
out of the way cfthe people* Isa. Ivii, 14. And 
here, the inexpressible love of Christ> in denying himt- 
self, and enduring grief for oar ^es, is often before 
me, as an example for us to follow, in denying our* 
selves of things pleasant to our natui^ inclinatiens, 
that we may example others in the pure Christian ' 
life, in bur age. 

Second. In regard to thieres, I have had many 
serious thoughts, and often been jealous over myself, 
lest by withholding from a poor man, what otw hea- 
renly Father may intend for him, through mip, I 
ahould lay a temptation in his way, to steal: and I 
have often felt a care, that no desire for riches, or 
otrtvvard greatness, may prompt me to get that in my 
house, which may create envy, ai»d increase this dif- 
ficulty. 

third. I have sometimes wrote wills fof* people, 
w^hen sick, and expecting soon to leave their families, 
and who had but Httle to divide among their childrent 
and I have so fer felt a brotherly sympftAy, fliatiheir 
eires have become Wnine, in regard to a comfortable 
living for them. And hope, ei^pensive customs have 
often made tte prospectless clear. Expensive cus» 
toms, on sueh occasionsy have ofteHT affected me vi^tk 
sadness. 

Fourth. Tlie Tna^ner of taldng ipossesiwm of the 
Bilv^ mhaes, soiith-westwardj— the conduct cC 1S» 
ewquerors toward the native8,--«nd the miserable 
%ia <tf m«qr«df ouc "follow areatuces, ip Aose mines^; 
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8 JOHN WOOUCAir'fl LBTTSB8. 

and exampled in seeking gain in the wisdom of tkis , 
world, to support themselves therein. 

9th of 7th monthy 1769. John WoolmAn- 

To a Friend. 

Mt i>sar fbisnd, 

In our meeting of ministers and elders, I have- 
several times felt the moving of Divine Love among 
us, and to me there appeared a preparation for 
profitable labours in the meeting; but the time ap* 
pointed for public meetings drawing near, astraituess 
for time hath been felt. , And in Yearly Meetings 
for the preservation of good order in the society, 
when much business hath lain before us, and weighty 
matters relating to the testimony of Truth been 
under consideration, I have sometimes felt that a care 
in some to get forward soon, hath prieventedso weighty 
^nd deliberate a proceeding, as by some hath beea^ 
desired. 

Sincere hearted Friends who are concerned to 
wait for the counsel of Truth, are often made helps to 
each othpr; — and when such from distant parts of otir 
f xtensive Yearly Meeting, have set their houses in 
order, and are thus gathered ih one place, I believe it is 
the will of our Heavenly Father that we, with a angle 
eye to the leadings of his floly Spirit, should quietly 
wait on him, without hurrying in the business before 
us. . , 

As my mind hath been on these things, some diffip 
culties have arisen in my way. First, there are, thro'' 
prevailing custom, many expend attending our 
eiitei;tainmentin town, which, if the leadings of Tntitk 
wca^ faithfully folbwed, might he. le/Menod.. 
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M^ny, under an outward sbowof a delicate life, are 
ei^angled in a worldly spirit, labouring to support 
those expulsive customs, which th^ at times feel to 
be a burden. 

These expenses, arising from a conformity to the 
spirit of this world, have often lain as a heavy burden 
on my mind, and especially at the time of our solemn 
meetings: and a life truly conformable to the 
simplidty that is in Christ, where we may faithfully 
serve God without distraction, and have no interrup- 
tion from that which is against the Truth, to me h^ 
been very desirable. And, my dear friend, as the 
Lord, in infinite mercies, hath called us to labour, at 
times, in his vineyard, and hath, I believe, SQmetimcs 
appointed to us diflFerent offices in his work, our 
opening our experience one to another in the pure 
feeling of charity, may be profitable. 

The great Shepherd ofthe sheep, I ielieve, is pre- 
paring some, to example the people in a plain simple 
way of living, and I feel a tender care that thou and I 
may abide in that, where our light may shine clear, 
and nothing pertaining to us have any tendency to 
strengthen those customs, which are distinguishable 
from the Truth as it is in Jesus. J. W. 

2V the Chikff^ qf Stephm C&mforU of Bucks 
County* 

I am now, this 16th of 9th month, 1772, at Ro- 
bert Proud's, in Yorkdiire, so well as to continue 
tefvelling, though but slowly. 

TiMerday^ as I was walking over a plain, on my 
way to tlfis place^ I felt a degree of Divine love attend 
my mind, and therein an openness toward the chil* 
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dren of Stephen Comfort, of whick I believed I should 
endearour to inform them. My mind was opened 
to behold the happiness^ the safety, and beauty of a 
life, devoted to follow the heavenly Shepherd; and a 
care, that the enticements of vain young people may 
not ensnare any of you. 
I cannot form a concern, — but when a concern/ 

cometh. I endeavour to be obedient 

' If 

JlOHN WoOtMAIT, 

To Reuben and Margaret Haines^ Philadelphia^ 
lAth day of 6th month, 1772. 

COUSmS RSTJBEN AND MABOARET, 

I am midilling well, in London, and believe I 
may go northward, in a few days. Yuor care for me 
toward parting, hath fplt inwardly gathwing toward 
the true union; in which I hope we may at last unite.. 
My heart hath been often -contrite, since I saw 
you; and I now remember you with tears. 

John Woolman, 
My Criend Suse, and my little cousins,, remember 

you alL 

Tq the Same^ 

31«/ of 1th month, 1772. 

BELOVED COUSINS, 

I am now at our ancient Friend, John Ha»- 
lam's, whose memory is much impaired by the palsie; 
but he appears to be in a meek, quiet state; — about 
160. miles northward of London. My journeying 
hath been through much inward watchfulness. I can- 
not see far before me; but the Lord, in tender mercy, 
hath been gracious to me, and way opens for my 
visit among Friends. ' 
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^ in the year ITU* 

In the time of his health, a few montha before be 
departed, I had some loving conversation with inm* 
in regard to sundry things in his possession, relating 
to his living, which appeared to be comformable to the 
spirit of this world. He appeared to take my visit 
very kind, and though he was not fully settled in his 
mind, as to what he should do with tliem, yet he told 
me lliat he was inwardly united to a plain way qf 
living J and to such who in faithfulness walked there- 
in. 

I was twice with him in his last sickness, and the 
first'of these times he told me, that in his youthful 
years, his mind was much on improvement in outward 
business, and that being suceessfjol, many q>okein 
praise of his conduct; and in this prosperity, he got 
fundry sorts of superfluities in werktoanship. about 
him; and thou^ he had not seen clearly whattojdo ' 
with them, yet ke saw that at the time qf getting 
these things, he went on in the darkyjfJid they were 
latterly sl burden to his mind. J. W. 



JAMES THORNTON. 
As an introduction to the fbllowing aceount^onr 
ancient friend James Thornton, it may be proper to 
inform the reader, tiiat he finished his course at the 
place of his first tettiement, in'^Byberry, in the 4(h 
month, 17^4, having survived his wife about one year« 
And although nearly thirty*seven years havBi^psed 
sinee his death, he is yet held in respect&l remem* 
brance by many, both ancient and middle-aged 



d by Google 



^ eneouraged toliope tiwA dtlwinghlihtijwuf^ MtiWfd 
ewi of modem c^ibs they xnay appmr to H Wl0^^ 
ia, some of the ^^^meies of 8tjle*«^et to Ihefe wl9^ 
admire 8ubstanc% rather than splendoury they wiU 
present subjects lor wdiA reSecAoa thst mity be pro- 
ductive of utility iMi well as Smrnth erideoee of hit 
obedi^ice and dedication to the grace of God wliieh 
bringeth salvation, sBd hath appeared unto «U mem 



p^p^" 



THP MFE OF JAMES THORNTON, 

WRFTTEK Vr KIMSXLF. 

Janies Thornton, son of James Thornton, was born 
))l(mt.tiie year 1727, at Stony Stratford, in Bucking- 
Ip^dure, in Old EnglaAd. His parents died while he 
was young; bis mother, when he was about eight' 
years crf'age, wd bis father, when he was about four- 
teen. He had one sister, Lydia, older than himself 
about fourteen months, and one brother by his father's 
side. Hxese, with his step-mother, were all left in a 
large house and shop of gpods, and with considerable 
real estaite, which was much incumbered. Soon after 
hi9 Ci^tber^s decease^ his step-mother took her son and 
what goods she pleased, and wei^t off unknown to bis 
sister ^d hinu^lf^to where, tb^y koew not In this 
^tuat^n t)^y Ur^ for ^me weeks, with all the goods 
wimk wo^e hfty in ^ yery helpless condition: no- 
body 90 mi|jeh^tD^vis!e them what to do. They 
jfjUi soi9ejood%,99d with the m^joey bought victuals 
riwf flo pnj? molesting then^, though 
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14 Lfra 6t JAIOBS THOBNTOK. 

flffiV^^v^r^ mttfji^ creditom— ^fme took to the gooASs 
fior <^ned the^ tosn aeeount for their conduct^ though 
gr^at wai^ wfltf Qiade. No friend appeared in all thii 
time. 

- The^^said James being of a lively turn of mindi 
sought out for company, and used in the day time, 
to fill \iphiu time at play with boys, while his sister 
soldaiMl havocked the goodsaway. But it was not long 
ere he was uneasy with such a life, and bethought him- 
self that this could not be right, to eat and drink and 
rise up to:iday. Therefore, though not used to hard 
laboifr, being brought up in a shop in trade and busi- 
ness, took to work. Sonje of the neighbours seeing 
him inclined thereto, encouraged him in it, and em- 
ployed him ia cutting oflf firewood at the door, and 

* for winter for them, and making hay 

!S. Which was of great service to him, 
him from loose and idle boys, and 
ito credit with sober people who were 
iety, and great sympathy with him in 
ondition. After being thus engaged 
, and his sister not carrying kind 
e grew thoughtful what course of life 
for a change, and to be so placed un- 
3 care as that he might be instructed in 
: livelihood. He felt an inclination in 
I into the country to see for. his step- 
mother, who had so unnaturally left him with his sis- 
ter; and hearing that she was at her brother's house, 
who was an able farmer abput three. or four miles off, 
he went and found her there. Wheti she saw bim> 
«h#^wepti but he could not tell what forijlttether it war 
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for joy to see faun, of for grief tbat she had left hii^ 
in such a deplorable condition. Howev^,, she re- 
ceired him With some show of kifrdness— ^-^ls did also 
her brother. They inquired after his rister^ whom he 
had left all alone to do as she pleased with what was 
left. He told them how things stood, and that they 
could not agree to live together, and that he was come 
out to see whether some way might not be cast up 
for him to live with somebody who might instruct 
him in a way to get his livelihood. His uncle said 
little to him; but, he thought, was struck with amaze- 
ment, as wondering how they had lived together so 
long without being molested by his father^s creditors. 
And taking pity on him, gave him to all appearance, 
aldnd reception, and employed him in keeping his 
sheep, and driving the horses in the plough. 

Now in the time of this neXv business, and much re- 
tirement, he felt some earnest cries in his mind after 
the Lord, arising from strong conviction in himself of 
the necessity of living a sober life. And as he was 
exercised in spirit to grow better, many an heavenly 
visitation was extended towards him, which made.his 
way easier to bear, though hard at times, to think of 
being thus exposed to other men^s service, — having 
been tenderiy brought up, and never used to labour. 

After a stay of about twelve months here, he was 
aUked if he woOld go to a trade. He said, he thought 
that mi^t be agreeable.^ So, in a few weeks, a frietid 
was applied to, who wanted an apprentice^ and he was 
accordingly put to him. His name was Edwaitl 
I^mpkin, hf trade a Weaver. With hiin he continii^B 
until be died, which was aftier he had served hina six 
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tiidi fhtie^uirtetf y^arsi it was a go6d placf . B<idi 
ttm^r alEd mistfess being religious^ pioui Fri^dtf, 
and ifv^ riMTPred him groat teiMkrnes0 and ireiqis^ 
imdnndernHmereligiouBearefiorhia good eY^rj t9^ 
the Lotd ptospered him, so that he gttyt in £liVour 
With Qod atid mani being well beldved by all that 
knew hini^ 

After the expiration of bis q)prentice8h]py whioh 
was at the decease of his master, he proposed 
removing to Pennsylyania, which lie had thonght of 
for years before. The time being come, in the year 
1750, he acquainted his friends with it; who weighed 
the same, and found freedom to give him a certificate < 
of their unity with him and his service in the- mini^ ^ 
try, a dispen^tion of whieh he had received about 
two years before. 



Came to Philadelphia from Gedington, in North- 
amptonshire, Old England, Landed on the 7th of 
the 7th month, 0. S. 1750, when I was .kindly re- 
ceived and entertained by our worthy friend Israel 
Pemberton, the elder, and his wife RacheL Stayed 
in town about a week ; from thence went to Ebenezer 
ISrown's, at Gloucester, in West Jersey; was there 
about two weeks. Then came back to Philadelphia. 
After a short stay, I went up to Bristol, to my kind 
friend Ennion Williams's, where I was very affeetioll^ 
ately reeeived and provided for, to my full content. 
The Lord made way for me in the hearts of mfltny 
Friends, which tniade my stay here as cmnfoiftable sm 
I could desire, or t-easooaUy expedt 
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I was here until the 8d mouthy 1751, wh^ I went 
to New England) > in company with my beloved 
friend and shipmate Jonah Thompson, who wias from 
Old England, On a religious yisit to Friends on this 
continent It was a time of improvement to me in this 
journey. We were out about four months; when I 
returned, I opened a store in Bristol, and continued it 
about four months. Then I took to wife, Mary Knight, 
daughter of Joseph and Abigail Knight, of By berry 
township, in the county of Philadelphia, and settled 
-pupon a farm of hers near the meeting-house, where 
wfe have lived together ever since, now near forty 
years. 

Things ,i^ to religion among Friends here, was 
very low. Little; concern prevailing for the mainte- 
nance of the discipline of the church; which made 
me v6ry thoughtfiil, and much exercised in labour to 
stir up; Friends to a more deep attention to the nec^a- 
saiy labour for a revival of care, that if possible, the 
church might be cleansed of many defilements. I 
cannot set forth the wea^t I felt, and load of suffering 
I underwent on truth's account, from those who had 
gone from the trvHh, and from those who by their 
profession might have been help in our Israel. But, 
alas! astJi^y had failed in respect to their duty, and were 
ngee^arily reprov^ and excited to double diligencfe, 
they kicked ag^ingt advige, and thought they knew 
what ought to ;bp done ^a^ well as any body, reflecting 
^4bft\*gh s^me were,now risen up from they knew not 
where, to turn the wprld upside down, This to me, a 
stranger was close work and full as much as I could bear, 
and more, had not the Lord been with me and helped 
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me thVQii^;fK>1]i«t I gaiflbsd itreagthbjla 
ievefftiice^ Oh the iniioj Utter dinug^ I hare had 
to drink in tiiia plaee^ 00 that at ttnuto I hmre out 
fiiinted. Hinveyer^ I have hid this fatisfis^ tien, that I 
l^ned the lore and good will of those who wiahed to 
aee Zion shine in her anete&t loabre^ and.experieiMed 
a growth in the truth> centering in a full assuranoe of 
doing my duty. 

I think I have not wilfully omitted any service I 
belieyed was required of me. I hare been £reqaent 
in my visits to Friends, since I settled here, in divers 
places through this State, pai*ts of Maryland, Virginia^ 
East and West Jerseys, New York, Long Idand^ 
New England, and lastly to Old England. Always 
returning with tlie answer of peace in my mind-^with 
thanksgiving and praise to the Lord, who was never 
wanting to supply vrfiat was needfbl to answer his re* 
quirings. I think I have not )[>ee& idle. And now 
in the decline of life, under many infirmities whieb 
render me incapable of travelling far from home, I 
have this consolation, that I did what I could, wbm 
able. I have nothing before me at present to do, but 
after doing the will of God, to wait vnth patience for 
the recompense of reward. 

May the Lord enable me to bear all things taid 
that all I meet with here mi^ tend to further and 
complete my sanctification. That throu^ all I may 
be able to sing AUelujah to him who irules and rdgns 
forever, not only in heaven, but amcmgst the ehildrea 
of men either in mercy or judgment. 

5th of 9th mo. 1791. . 
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iACOB Lir^DLEY. 

On the afternoon of thel^th of the 6th month, 
1814^ Jacob Lindley being a&ver^ miles from home 
in a chaise with his daughter, was, by running oTer 
a stal^ with one wheel, thrown from the chaise on 
the ground, which dislocated his neck, and in a few 
minutes put a period to his existence in a mutable 
state, without being able to utter any thing to be un* 
derstpod by his only daughter, whose distress on this 
occasion is not to be described. 

On the 14th he was interred from his own house 
in Friends' burying ground at New Garden, Chester 
county, (the place of his nativity) being attended by 
a large concourse of connexion^, friends, and people 
of ftU classes, whose feelings were deeply excited, 
and tears of sorrow copiously flowed, on the melan- 
chdiy occasion. 

He was an ^ninent minister fd the gospel, diligent 
in the exercise of his gift^ and, for the space of fc^ty 
years, few pastors havo more faithfully laboured with 
their flocks,— ^calling' them to rq>entance, and w$m* 
ing them, in the most emphatical language, to have 
their accounts in readine^ against the awful close of 
time. 

Aldmugh zealous in promoting the various testi- 
monies h^ld forth by; his own society, he was no 
bigot; but his mind being expanded with that uni- 
versal lov^. which is not confined to the narrow limits 
of formal profession b^ was often jted> both in private 
families, iMMiia p9bliiC79e^tings,,to,b^th^ forth, in 
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of a//, into the one ibid, of whieh Christ alone is the 
true shepherd. With diis view he was at times led 
forth, (and more especially in the earlier part of his 
life) to visit the churches in distant parts; where he 
was eminently favoured in the exercise of his gift, 
as a gospel messenger. His agreeable manners, and 
engaging turn of mind, tending to open his way 
among all classes and denominations of people, ren* 
dered him more peculiarly useful in spreading the 
light of the gospel; his conversation being truly in- 
teresting and instructive wherever his lot was cast 

Being endowed with a benevolent mind, accom- 
panied in an eminent degree with that philanthropy 
which characterizes ^e true Christian, he was a most 
distinguished friend to tiiat poor and despised race of 
mankind, the African people, for whose emancipation 
from a state of bondage, he not only laboured in his 
own society, so long as the members of it continued 
to hold slaves, but on all occasions, where his lot was 
cast amongstthose who continued to countenance the 
unrighteous traffic in human flesh, he was concerned 
tenderly and faithfully to warn them of the danger to 
which they were exposing themselves; and of the 
distress and misery it would bring upon them in a 
dying hour, if they continued in practices so repug- 
nant to that righteous law held forth in the precepts 
of the gospel, "Do unto all men, as ye would they 
should do unto you.'* And even since the abolition 
of the slave trade in these states, he seldom failed at 
the annual assemblies, (when he was present,) in his 
own society, to hold up to view, in a very affecting 
Manner, the cause of this aflUeted people; exciting ixk 
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his fellow members, a ten4er feeling for their 8u£kr« 
ings under the hand of oppreissiotii and ^recommend- 
ing the Zeroise of tbe«pWt^ prayer ta tfie gpreat 
CwtroUer of etents, for their deliverance, aadnioce 
^neral emancipation from ft state of slaveiyj as ulm 
an unrej^itted attention to their gumrded educatiotty 
and reli^ous instruction. 

His expanded mind wias also e^eroised for th^ wel- 
fare and civilization of the native inhabitants of Ame- 
rica: divers tribes of whohi he visited on (he northern 
frontiers of the United States, at a time wbsn hbotili* 
tiesr estisted between them and tke white p«q>iey and 
was usefully engaged, witii othei^s of his own sodefyi 
in conciliating tilie minds of -the IjlkdianB>> and dispose 
ing them towards peace. ' 

Having survived two valuable wivel^ (both minis^ 
ters of the gospel) to vdidm he wats an afieotiomli 
hiudband, he has left s son and istdang^iter bp'^tke ior^ 
mer, and two sons, by the latter^ whk mtatjr sent 
connexions and friends, wlio will long feel their loss^ 
But may they dso with then* sorrow^ min^ diis 
consolatory refleetipn, Uiat <' their loss is his eternal 
gain;'^ and tiiat, as they submit to thei»me powerful 
infiuence of the Divine Isrw, written in the hearty and 
obey its dictates^ afs he hatfi done^^^l^ey may meet 
fl^o in ^e realms of blessedness, where they may 
experience l^t opmfoi1ad)le hmguage which wat 
bmaAed from Hcwven^ aaymg, << Blessed ore the 
dead wli^h die in the lj6vdl^ from henceHn-th: yea, 
saith the spirit, that they may rest from their Isdtpburt^ 
iBdltii«^^oi^ks do^ldw itiittm.^' 
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JACOB LINDLET. 

A short testimony of New Gftrden monthly meet- 
ing, coneerning this worthy and dedicated servant of 
€tod^ was published in the small selection of memo- 
rids, at Philadelphia, 1821. The following I^t^rs, 
copied from the ori^nals, display the energy of his 
mind, and the ardency of his feelings. 

New Oardeoy llth qf2d months 1791. 

Having an <^portanity of conveyance by G. Y. a 
yonng man who is in our employ, may just mention 
thy favour by J. R# came to hand the succeeding day 
after its date. The serious contents whereof, con- 
owning our dear worthy aunt^s weak condition of 
body> occasioned many solemn reflections respecting 
ber eritioal state, and our own certadn and unremib- 
ting progress towards that ineiqpUcable aby i» of awfiil 
wonder, eternity. The breaching of my spirit is, 
that w^ may be also ready, as I do assuredly believe 
is the happy experience- of our justly endeared and 
truly honourable relation, who, I have often thou^t, 
approached as near the st^te of angelic perfection as 
most in this stage of being. Her life of such strict 
piety and unafiected devotion, in such a proving sea- 
son, murt be a support, infinitely beyond all human 
succour. I feel not a bitter pang recocting her 
change, having no doubt that it will be untqpei^kably 
{^oiious. 

But in all these impottant events, if the creature 
could be so subjected as toi4^r» in Ae Lord^s iriflbti 
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*< fl^ will be done,'' it would well 0OB8i|it(ii|iU^ pur 
duties ta the fuprane disposer of drenia.: But the 
lo^ on our dear antit^s removd, i^dwtlier now 
or at a future period, will be te- ui wbo remain* 
Het compaay and friendflhip wa$ sweelt and truly 
oncere. Out of &e militant churdi a piU^ and 
princess will be removed: to where? .To unite 
with the triumphant host of saints^ ang^l^, and 
spirits of the just, unceasingly to sing bosaAnas lo 
God and the Lamb, who is worthy to receive it 
both now and for ever. 

My dear Hannah was much affected on reading 
thy ktter, and expressed a strong desire to see her 
dear aunt once more in mutability; but her own 
I»recarious and truly Uying situation, with the seT»> 
rity of the weather, and difficulty of theroad3, renr 
dered the atteiiqf>t utterlyimpracticaUe; and eq)ecially 
as we could have rendered no essential service. I coi>- 
dude with kind love to thee and sister Ann, to dear 
M. Miller and B. Pusey, and remain thy brother, 

JACOB LINDLEY. 

P. & If my dear and worthy aunt is yet con- 
tinned, and it appears suitable, my most sympathetic 
love is to her, with nearness of s^iU 

New Garden^ Sdqfdthmonth, 1797. 

BELOVED BBOTHER AND SISTEB, 

J. and A. Dawes, 
My inmost feeHngs have often been exercised, and 
my spirit been drawn in near sympathy towards jrou, 
with others of my beloved friends, resident in the 
longhi^y fevoured sumptuous metropolis, dAce the 
awakening sound of this second awftd trumpet has 
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T^dlMfjiAM'fMM^ BmH mh9t lOM'w^i^} If it 
not ft ai^petiMitioii fhmi that aifienring.:haD(d> wto 
doeth idl ftiogs right? Bt wfaose jofFeitttgn beck iM 
thousstid titfieU ten thaosand miDisteriog itigQls wiot 
the «xee«til»tt of hir Almighty deleeee/wbcMMt bowidi 
of compoBsioiiate mercy endoreibr ever? Wbm:# 
prood and rdbellioos {teqple are liumbled to bear the 
rod, and t6m who halii ajqpointed k, thto I lUMur^dly 
belieyCy ^ << Son of ri^teotuneis wUl atiae^ tyltb 
faeaUng in hia winga,^' and turn the found and shadow 
of death into a glorious morning; when the atara ahall 
aing togcjther, and the aoos of God shout for joy. 

Hie sacred declaration was, that &6 Xiord of Hoatd 
would be sanctified in righteousness, and exalted im 
judgment 'IVuly great and marvellw^s are big 
works, T^ho shall not fear him? aaith my soul. How 
auddenly hath that great and populous city, dmoat 
equally the eappf and admiratum of kingdoms and nar 
tions, become « terrof to its own inhabitants! How 
contrasted Uie prospect must appear in the southern 
parts, especially where the throng of busy merchants 
resorted, and the adventurous mariners disburthened 
their deep kden ve6sels,-^now Ae yelk>w flag and 
other ensigns of ^kneas and mortality! I need not 
expatiate upon these obyious occurrences to those 
who doubtless have more deeply pondered the affect* 
ing subject, and I trust experienced, jproportionate to 
t)^ triabpf thia day^ Ijbte fulfillinj^ of that scripture 
teatimony^ ^^tbou wilt keep that man in perfect 
«fi9a0e, whoso miodifi ^taye^i ^^ ^^^% Jb^usehe 
iMil^in thee.'' .7)^ name of tbp Iiord, which is 
iii09OW^V i)$«N^; m4te^y a jstronjg towex and 
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reiuge for the righteous. I thpught I never more 
fully experienced the weight and force of a Bcmtence 
or two dirinely frau^ with consolation to the 
church of Christ, and I believe to every baptised 
member, than when in Philadelphia in the 9th month, 
1793: <<Thou ^alt be br from oppression, for 
thou shait not fear; and from terror for it shall not 
come near thee.'' May your minds be supported, 
and rightly directed, in this truly alarming crisis, 
has been my request on your behalf; whether to stay 
or go I cannot undertake to determine. I humbly 
hope the Shepherd of Israel will availingly care for 
you, direct and keep you as under the hollow of his 
hand, until hie indignation be overpast 

You have loved his righteous law, and hated ini- 
quity: this may now be your consolation. Dear 
hearts, I f^l sounding of bowels for ,you. I know 
day unto day uttereth a deep language; and night 
unto night, dose searchings of heart I feel com- 
forted tiiat your situation, as to wordly matters, will 
make it more eligible for you, than for thoussmds 
who have departed the city. None but yourselves 
two, and brother's business prudently contracted into 
narrow bounds, so that if religious duty doth not 
bind you to stay, I see but little in your way. We 
have long anxioudy desired a visit from you, perhaps 
now is the right time. This I know, I feel the fresh 
unfolding of endearing love to flow towards you, 
that does truly open heart and house to your accept- 
ance; if it might be tor months, or yeur life time. 
I feel myself your debtor divers ways: but I trust 
3 
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the sure and strong foundatk>n is that loire which is 
derived from our Father which is in heaven only. 

I deeply feel for thai important, essential branch 
of our Christian testimony, which relates to the pub» 
lie worship of Almighty God. May his unseaurch- 
able wisdom, his sustaining arm, preserve the ark of 
the testimomy from felling before the Philistines. 

We received sist^'s acceptable letter last evening, 
per E. Morris, which afforded much satisfaction, to 
hear from you in health. Divers inhabitants of your 
city attended our meeting this day. Mary Mifflin 
was also acceptably at our meetmg, and dined with 
us; brother Joshua and cousin Hannah accompanying 
her. Their family in usual health, as are Friends 
generally, hereaway. Old John Curie was buried 
last week. The prospect looks very solemn, in eon* 
templating the attendance of our approaching annual 
solemnity. Only this remains; times and seasons are 
in the hand of Him who can do great things, — things 
that we looked not for, in a short time. 

Many have left the city. Those who remain, ge- 
nerally much humbled, doubtless. Perhaps the mor- 
tality may not be so great as in the former visitation. 
The impressions of my mind encourage a hope of 
that kind. I am a friend to human prudence, limited 
by suitable reverence to the Divine Majesty; buf the 
governor's proclamation, and the stretch of the powers 
of reason to find out the source Or the origind cause 
of the apparent malady, are unpleasant to me, by 
whatsoever medium it may be supposed to be intro- 
ihiced. J. L. 
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A Testimony y from Guppowder MoniUy meeiingf 
in Maryland^ concerning ourfriend^ and Elder 
in the Churchy William Amoee^ deceaseds 

This our dearly belored friend, was bom about the 
first day of the third month, 1717, old style, and edu- 
cated a member of the Episcopal church. At the 
age of nineteen years, it appears, he was an officer in 
the militia: but whilst in that station, it was, through 
Divine mercy, opened to his understanding, that the 
kingdom of Christ was a ^peaceable kingdom. He, 
therefore, not confining witii flesh and blood, became 
obedient to the heavenly vision, and resigned his 
office. His understanding being enlightened to be- 
hold the emptiness of all outward forms and ceremo- 
nies in religious worship, he was often led into silent 
retirement; and, apprehending his mind to be drawn 
to a certain place, then a forest, for the purpose of re- 
tirement on the first day of the week, he yielded 
thereto; and on the way, was led to call on two others 
in his neighbourhood, and invite them to accompany 
him. They consented; and contrived regularly to 
meet with him; till, in about six weeks, their number 
increased to nine. About this time, apprehending 
that they were united in faith and principle with the 
profession of Friends, they concluded to apply to the 
Gunpowder monthly meeting, to be taken under its 
notice. They were received into membership by 
that meeting; and a meeting-house was built, and a 
Meeting settled by the name of "Little Falls,^' where 
they had at first assembled. 

Before he had any acquaintance with Friends, he 



d by Google 



f 8 TS8TiifoaiT coiicBmiinro w. ijcosa. 

was summoned as a witness^ and required to take an 
oath; when be found himself constrained to refuse, 
notwithstanding hieavy penalties were threatened as 
the consequence: yet, being enabled patiently and 
steadfastly to bear his testimony, he was, after some 
time, discharged. 

In process of time^ he also saw the inconsistency 
of supporting a minister by hire. And he, at one 
time, stood almost, if not quite alone in these parts, in 
refusing to pay the tax, imposed for that purpose. 
And although this testimony exposed him to some 
close trials and sufferings, yet^ he appears to have 
faithfully maintained hia integrity. 

He was also a zealous advocate in the cause of the 
oppressed descendants of the Africans^ and one of the 
first to liberate those in his possession: and after mak- 
ing the sacrifice, injustice, he laboured in much love 
and tenderness, to induce others to do likewise. 

Soon after he was received into membership, aris- 
ing from the flowing of love and good-will in his 
heart, he felt an engagement impress his mind, to in- 
vite others to become partakers of that inheritance, 
which at times, he had to experience in retirement: 
often setting forth the benefits which attended those 
who humbly waited on the Lord. And as he grew 
in years, he grew in his gift^ and became an able 
ministen it being evident that his love for the eternal 
good of mankind, increased with his years, often re- 
peating in his public testimonies that song of the an- 
gels to the shepherds, << Glory to God in the highest, 
on earth peace; good-will towards men.^' 

Thus, living in near unity with his frieiids,, he was 
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much employed in the service of the churchy and 
truly helpful therein. Having eaniestly laboured 
for the good of his fellow-creatures, he expressed the 
ardent desire of his mind to turn men from darkness 
to light, and from the power of satan unto God; — be- 
ing himself an example of meekness, resignation, 
piety, benevolence and charity; whereby he secured 
the general esteem and good-will of those who knew 
him. 

At the burial of his wife, which was but a few days 
before his departure, when a number of his friends 
and neighbours were assembled on that occasion, as 
he lay on his bed, he delivered an awakening testi- 
mony; calling their attention in the most pressing and 
moving manner to consider their latter end; — that 
then joy of acceptance might be their consolation. 
To a friend who enquired how he was, he said, **My 
greatest desire is to be with my dear, and suffering 
Lord.'' 

This, our beloved friend, during the course of a 
very long life, continued to support the various testi- 
monies which he was called to bear, to the edification 
and encouragement of many. 

He departed this life, on the 26th day of 2d month, 
1814, and was gathered as a shock of corn, fully ripe, 
in the 97th year of his age; having been a minister 
about seventy years. He was decently buried in the 
family burying place, attended by a large number of 
his friends and neighbours.^ 

Signed on the i37th of the 9tli month, 1815, on be- 
half of the monthly meeting aforesaid, by 

THOMAS SCOTT, Cierk at this iime. 
3* 
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OLIVER PAXSOK TO JOHN ffltfPSON. 
DSAB FEIBKDy JOHK 8IMPS0W, 

Pew hare been the opportamties, thou and I 
have had, (of latter time) of social, solid conrersation; 
I have, nevertheless, often had thee in my remem- 
brance, with sincere desires that thou mayest be pre- 
served steadfast in declining life. Thoft wast called 
in thy youthful days, as the disciples were, and like 
.them, left all to follow the blessed Jesus; and like 
them, had to say, that nothing was lacking. Thou 
hast travelled over most part of the United States^ 
with the glad tidings of the gospel in thy mouth, in 
great abdundings. Many have been able to set their 
seals to the truths thou hast had to proclaim. If, af- 
ter a dispensation of this sort, the master should be 
pleased to call thee into a dispensation of silent suffer- 
ing, think it not strange. Paul was tried with ,want; 
and 1 think he says, he had learned "to be content*' 
I have nearly sympathised with thee in thy outward 
conflicts, but feel no advice on that head, only to re- 
member this, that the kindness of our Heavenly 
Father is such that he will open ways, where none 
appear, to his dependant children, in things apper- 
taining to this life, as wellas those of eternal duration. 
Dear friend, I feel my mind dipped in secret tra- 
vail for the prosperity of truth, as held forth by u^, 
and the preservation of its ministers in a particular 
manner. I have sometimes thought 1 have found 
thee, like John in prison, under discouragement, and 
I have felt strong desires that patience might have 
its perfect work in thee: then I doubt not, thy bow 
wiU again be strung in strength, and thy evening sun 
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set in clearness. I know it is a great thing to be 
rightly qualified to judge of the ministry; nothing 
short of ameasure of the same spirit^ and deep dwelling 
under ita influence^ can enable to travel with it, know 
when it rises, continues and ends in life^-rand quali- 
fies the faithful watchers to warn in wisdom, when 
there is a laying from the life. I often mourn, on 
my own account, the deficiency I feel; yet not with-- 
out hope that there are yet preserved among us, 
nursing fathers and mothers, and living ministry; and 
my faith is that whilst ministers and elders keep on 
the foundation, satan's ^fibrts to overthrow the society 
will be in vain. So that I seem as if I might close 
this letter with the language of encouragement Be 
of good cheer. I believe thou hast fought a good fight; 
and although many rocks and shoals may be near thy 
landing, as thou art careful to eye the pilot, he will 
bring thee safe to the haven of rest. 

OLIVER PAXSON. 
%th month 22d, 1801. 



TO JOHN SIMPSON, OHIO. 

New Hope, 5th of 4th mo* 

D£AR FRIEKD, 

I have had a share of thy kind remembrance, with 
many other friends in the place of thy nativity, which 
I have no doubt has been gladly received by all the 
friends thou hast written to; and I thought I felt un- 
der some obligation to answer thee. But alash what 
shall I say? When I think of writing a letter of so* 
cial friendship^ there is a subject that more or less, 
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for fifty yearsi hath exercised my mind, and greatly 
ao, of latter times: — that is, the situation of the native 
Indians, unto whom this great and populous country 
once belonged. 

Thou hast often heard and read of the wars in New 
England and Virginia, in conquests oyer them, and 
taking their lands. Not so, when ' William Penn 
came to Pennsylvania: — a man who had learned his 
Master's lesson, << to do unto all men as he would 
they should do unto him/' This made his name 
honourable among the Indians, and it remains so to 
the present time. But after, some time, one of his 
successors, not keeping strictly to this rule, over* 
reached them in a purchase in an extraordinary (or 
shall I say extravagant) day's walk, and they re- 
venged it many years afterward, when an opportuni- 
ty offered, by killing and taking into captivity, many 
of the white inhabitants. Thou and I can remember 
these things. How our very ears were made to tin- 
gle! 

Well, time passed on, till the revolutionary war 
began. The poor Indians hardly knew what part to 
take, fearing they should lose all their country in the 
quarrel between nations of white people; especially 
if it should turn in favour of the United States (as it 
finally did) and some of the Seneca Chiefs addressed 
General Washington near the close of the war, made 
their submission, and remain peaceably on their re- 
servations in the State of New York. 

What comes next to be considered is the state of 
the country thou livest in. About this time, the 
white people near the Ohio river went over and made 
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0ettlem«it8 on their lands. They complained of their 
land and game being taken from them^ and found no 
redress. At length they took up the hatchet^ and 
skirmishing on both sides of the river ensued. The 
President by this time, thought it his duty to endea- 
vour to put a stop to it^ and appointed commissioners 
to treat of peace, and purchase their htnd. They met, 
divers Friends attending, viz. John Parrish, Joseph 
Moore, Jacob Lindley, and some others. The Indians 
appeared in a hostile, angry mood, and told the com- 
missioners, they would sell them no land; — but re- 
quired them to remove the white people that were 
already settled over the river. The treaty broke up, 
without doing any thing, and hostilities continued: 
in consequence of which, the President ordered an 
armed force to defend the frontiers, and bring the In- 
dians to terms* Sinclair their general. About this 
time the Meeting for Sufferings was sitting, and a 
heavy exercise came over the meeting on this account^ 
and a. committee was appointed to wait on the Presi- 
dent, to intreat him to stay the sword: — ^which they 
did in a solemn manner, but all in vain. The expe- 
dition was pursued. Sinclair defeated, and many fell 
in battle. But it did not stop here. A greater force 
was raised, and a general appointed, more skilful in 
fighting the Indians, and effectually subdued them; 
and many of the rightful owners of the country, feU 
down slain in battle, in defending theuE just ri^its;-^ 
terms of peace were offered, which they declare, they 
were forced to accept, it being a price very inade- 
quate to its value. 
I do not mean by this, to arraign the government. 
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The United States ia a warlike natJon; am! eonqueeta 
made by the aword, are commonly i^jdied to the ae« 
count of the conquerora. So that in this view of things, 
it may be conaid^^d as sm act of generosity in the go- 
vernment to pay the Indiana twenty thouaand doUara^ 
for a country worth an hundred timea that aum. But 
thia wont do for Utee nor mtj who profeaa to be re* 
deemed from the apirit of war^ ao aa not even to buy 
a coaty if we know it to be a prize article. Thou may 
remember the concern broughton our Yearly Meeting 
by a few familiea of Friends in Virginia^ who were 
settled on land not fairly bought of the Indians, and a 
sum of money was finally raised by Friends in Phila- ' 
delphia, as a compensation, which had a good effect 
among the tribes. 

I mast close this singular epistle, by just observing, 
that when thou wast concerned some years ago, to 
publish the glad tidings of the Gospel of peace and 
salvation to the inhabitants of Ohio, my heart went 
with thee. And had that been thy sole concern when 
thou went last, I could again have said Amen. But 
when I took a view of thy wife and children, going 
with thee to settle in the country, to buy and sell, and 
get gain, I was not able to go thy pace. My heart is, 
nevertheless, filled with tender afifection and s}rmpa- 
thy for thee, thy dear wife, and her children; and I 
am persuaded, thou hast not seen the thing in the 
light I view it, or thou would hardly have taken so 
much pains to induce Friends to settle, in such num- 
bers, in a land obtained in the manner I have men- 
tioned. Naboth must die, because he refused to sell 
his inheritance to Ahab; though Ahab offered to give 
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him the worth of it in moDey, or give him a belter for 
it; yet he would not sell it Mark the sequel. If 
the Fcorinee of Pennsylvania must be visited with 
the horrors of an Indian War, — many of its inhabU 
tants slain, and many carried into captivity — ^foroTi^ 
nuMn^s offence, in overreaching the Indians in the 
purchase of land from them;-^what may we then ex^ 
pect in the instance before us? The Indians did re- 
fuse to selljtheir inheritance, till many of them were 
dain, and they were compelled to it And would it 
be a strange thing, if an opportunity should ofier for 
the Indians to revenge their wrongs — ^if the earth, that 
hath opened its mouth io receive the blood of the right- 
ful owners of the soil, sliould again open its mouth to 
receive the blood of white inhabitants? Whidk judg- 
ment may be averted by acts of righteousness, is the 
sincere desire of my soul. From thy friend, 

OLIVER PAXSON, 



Some expressions and account of Ann Yamall^ 
wife af Nathan, qf Philadelphia, during her 
last illness. 

At various times, and often during the early part 
of her confinement, she spoke of the mercy and 
goodness of God, and it was given her to feel that 
her soul should rest in peace — ^repeatedly saying 
that her day's work was done, and that tiie world 
and the things of it were of very little consequence 
to her; that it now only remained for her to ke^ 
up the wi^ch; which she frequently said must be at- 
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tmded to, even to the end of time, often observing 
that Ait saw the necessity of it daily. Thus her 
precious mind was kept in much tranquility, even 
under extreme suffering, through coughing; never 
being heard to repine at her allotment 

She several times recommended her young friends 
who visited her to lives of dedication. On first day, 
19th of 11th month, her brother B. H. Y. and wife, 
with their little children, whom she had wished to 
see, were in the room; after kissing the children, 
ishe broke forth very sweetly, saying, " may you, 
my dear ' brother and sister, be favoured to bring up 
your children in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. Oh!~ may you be strengthened to go in and 
out r^tly before them. I have loved you (sh^ 
said) in life, and my affection continues the same 
near death;'* adding, " all will soon be over — a man- 
sion of rest is prepared for me.'* 

On third day, the 21st, she was led to give salutary 
advice to her nephew, R. F. exhorting him, in all 
his dealings amcmg men, to keep within the limits of 
truth, and to be directed by its dictates; desiring him 
so to live, that when prostrated on such a bed of 
languishing as hers, he might witness that all things 
had been rightly directed, saying, ** if we live to the 
flesh we diall reap corruption; but if to the spirit, 
life-everlasting. My des^ n^hew, (added she) I 
believe thou art innocent, and I want thee to con- 
timie so.'' The 24th, she asked if there was a pas- 
sage of Scripture something after this manner: — 
^ I will send thee help from my Sanctuary, and 
strengthen thee out of Zion;^' M^yin& this language 
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had flweedy oomfbrted her with the renewed evi- 
deDce of good. Soon after thia, her mind witneaaed 
a aeason of very great stripping, so that fsdth and pa* 
tience were nearly tried for aeveral days; but through 
this confficting season, it pleased Divine Goodness 
that her faith, though tried, should not fail. She 
therefore said it was a dispensation to purify her still 
more. Thus maintaining her confidence, she expe- 
rienced the foregoing language verified, viz. <^ I will 
send thee strength from my sanctuary, and strengthen 
thee out of Zion." She was given renewedly to 
rejoice in the appearance of the Beloved of Soul^ 
and it was evident that her consolations from this 
time were more abundant On first day evening, 
10th of 12th month, she requested those around her 
to sit still, observing she wished a solemn si* 
lence to be felt After the minds of those *who 
were present had been sweetly tendered, and dipped 
with her in sympathy and gratitude, she said, she did 
not wish improperly to detain, neither did she wish 
to foreclose any thing that any one had to ofier; but 
that she had wished to feel the Lord near, which had 
been granted, at least to the comforting of her own 
soul. Many times through the week she fervently 
supplicated the Lord her God, and often exclaimed, 
**Come, Lord; thy servant is, I believe, ready.^* 
On sixth day afternoon, she said to her sister, R. F. 
** Dear sister, I am anticipating the joys of Heaven. '^ 
On 7th day morning, it being evident her close was 
near, her connexions were sent for, and after her 
parents and some of her neices had entered the room, 
she said, ^* dear friends, don't be anxious about me, 
4 
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my day's work is done. I could sty much to the 
glory of God, but for shortness of breath; but may 
his name be glorified and adoved by all, now and for 
ever.'' Thus even when the hand of death was upon 
her, her mind was borne so above the conflict of 
the body, which at times was not slight, a$ fre- 
quently to utter expressions of praise to her Maker, 
her heart also glowing with love to all around tier: 
and although at times unable to connect many sen- 
tences, yet those she uttered were precious. She 
enquired for two of her sisters, by turns, and passing 
as it were her last benediction on them, desired that 
the Lord would bless them. A very short time be- 
fore she expired, she took one of her sisters round 
the neck, and said, << sister, I love thee dearly: which 
words were spoken emphatically — and soon after 
said, << I am dying;" and in less than five minutes 
sweetly breathed her last; leaving this scene of con- 
flict for another and a better world. 

She departed this life on the morning of the 17th 
of 12th month, 1820, at half an hour before one 
o'clock, and no doubt her purified spirit has joined 
the angelic choir, in singing praises to the Lord God 
and the Lamb. G. 
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SOLILOQUY. 

ON WOBLDLT MINDEDNBal 

Oh, my soul! how much of thy time is taken up 
with the cares of this world, as though lliou con* 
sidere4st this earth as thy abiding home, and wast 
always to inhabit this tabernacle of clay! How art 
thou daily placing thy affections on things below, 
even those very things unto which thou must sh6rtly 
bid eternal adieu! Hast thou not had experience 
sufficient to convince thee that all this world affordeth 
will not satisfy the desires of an immortal soul? that 
nothing short of an humble walking and daily com- 
munion with thy God, can yield thee a firm and last- 
ing peace? Strive, then, to disengage thy mind from 
objects which must fade and die. Oh ! let it be thy 
daily care and most earnest desire to place thy affec- 
tions on thy Creator. If thou, Oh, my soul! dost 
but comply with His most reasonable requirements, 
He will be unto thee a spring and source of never- 
failing joys. Art not thou, although unworthy, 
made to experience His loving kindness and tender 
mercy, from day to day? And, oh! how little art 
thou affected with such unmerited goodness! Oh! 
thou most merciful High Priest, suffer me no longer 
to add this vile sin of ingratitude to all my other 
offences; but whilst the worldling is searching for 
happiness in this life, may it be my care to prepare 
for a better. Knowing that this house of clay will 
shortly be dissolved, let me seek earnestly to obtain 
a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
Mayest thou, oh, my soul! crave nothing more of 
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this world's gjoods than thy gracious benefactor sees 
meet in his wisdom to bestow on thee; but rather 
let me desire mA long for a greats- conformity to His 
divine image, that I may be enabled with delight to 
contemplate on that happy moment, when my soul, 
released from the snares of a seducing world, shall 
serve thee in perfect purity and love. After which 
happy state, oh! cause ixie daily to aspire, and by 
thy sanctifying grace, prepare me, for thy dear 
Son's sake. Amen. , 

Written by Hannah Trip, a reh'gious young wo- 
man of Stonington, (Connecticut) a few months be- 
fore her death — being sixteen years of age. In her 
.last illness being asked how death appeared to her, 
she replied, <* very solemn, but without terror." 



LETTER FROM EDWARD STABLER. 

./Alexandria, 11/A mo. 22rf, 1830. 
Thy kind d^ affectionate letter which I have many 
times perused since I parted with thee, remains yet 
unanswered. Qut, my dear A. I feel grateful that I am 
counted worthy to be an object of thy pure and affec- 
tionate attachment; — and would gladly make more 
than a full return, by adding, (if it were in my pow-t 
er,)to reciprocal attachment, an increased knowledge 
of the means by which thy happiness may be enlarged 
and perfected. The things of time have an unquestion- 
ld)le influence, to a certain extent, in the all-important 
concern of human happiness;— but when 1 look to 
these, and to that portion of thy being, which is con* 
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nected with them, I cannot perceive any deficiency. 
Thoii hast affectionate and wise parents, brothers, and 
a sister, and a numerous train of friends, who love 
thee tenderly, and are beloved by thee; with as much 
of the good things of this world as supply all thy 
wants. And though I may oppose the general sen* 
timent of mankind, I am nevertheless assuredly per- 
. soaded, that the increase of these to any possible ex- 
tent, would most probably, increase thy perplexity 
and vexation, but could not enlarge thy happiness. 
Thou hast already then, my dear child, all that this 
world can give thee, in relation to the '* end and aim*' 
of thy existence. But thou art aware, from every 
days .experience, that perfect as the operation of these 
things are, in their assigned department, there is a 
voidy which no amount of temporal possessions can in 
any degree fill or satisfy. This vacuum (like thirsty 
which cannot be slaked by food, though the latter is 
a perfect remedy for hunger) proves the existence of 
appetites, which require something •foe their gratifi- 
cation, that the material world cannof supply. Can 
it be supposed, my dear, that these cravings have no 
appropriate object? Can our heaveply Father have 
bestowed them for the purpose of torment? His 
beneficence in all other cases, demonstrates the impiety 
smd absurdity of such a supposition: — and the existence 
of '* another world,*' abounding in coSjgenial realities, 
which are as capable to satisfy these desires, — as food 
and drink are fo allay hunger and thirsty is a ttuihj 
supported alike by reason, scripture, and experience. 
But, unhappily, too many of the children of men 
do not pereelTe this; — and when disappointed of the 
4* . 
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effects whicK tbey expected from a imalkr accir- 
mulation of temporal goods; they prew after a 
larger: the acquisition of which iocreases the ardour 
of desire, instead of satisfying it And in that 
career, there nerer was found a resHng place; but 
all is oceauj ever fluctuating, and always tumul- 
tuous! The soul, in the mean time, like the dove 
sent forth from Noah's ark, finds no repose, no peace. 
This produces a condition, similar to the state of the 
Jews, when tbey were visited by the Saviour, in a 
body prepared for the purpose. Their attention was 
altogether absorbed by things extraneous from them- 
selves. Their law, their religion, their observances, 
were all outward^ and the rewards which were 
promised, and the penalties which were threatened- 
were all in accordance with the law, and the nature, 
to which they were addressed. But after fulfilling 
all moral and natural righteousness (which none of 
them could do,j he directed their attention to a ^^ king- 
dom of God, within them;'' which according to his 
Apostle, consilted '*not in toordy but in power. ^^ It 
was by this power only, that ** all righteousness'' was 
fulfilled in him^ and tJieir dependance upon o/Aer, 
and inadequate causesy was the reason why none of 
them « fulfilled the law." Much less then, could 
they fulfill all righteousness, hy the use of means, 
which were urilqual to the achievement of the lowest 
orders of rectitude. Their goodness tiierefore, was 
eminently defective and their hap{Aness not more 
p^fect 

The same cooseqpieiices necessarily result firom rimi- 
lar caus^fy in sU ages; because hiaman natove it alway a 
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essentially the same; — and principles are unchange- 
able. If an outward law, and religion, and usages, 
could only produce for the Jews, a condition so de- 
graded and imperfect, they cannot do more for us; 
seeing that they relate only to the outward man — ^the 
creature of flesK and blood. But the soul (or spu*itual 
creature) is an inhabitant of the other world, and ca- 
pable of a sublime intercourse with •* mount Sion^ 
and the city of the living God — the heavenly Jerusa- 
lem; and with the innumerable company of angels, — 
and with God the Judge of all, and the spirits of just 
men made perfecW-and with Jesus, the mediator of 
the new covenant, and with the Mood of sprinkling 
that speaketh better things than that of Abel.'' These 
are all spiritual realities, congenial with the soul, and 
capable to be perceived by it. And they are tran- 
siently perceived by thousands who deem them com^ 
man thingSy because they do not attend to their ope- 
rations, nor mark the tendencies, nor follow their in- 
citements. The blessed Jesus, our holy example, 
<< was in all points tempted like as we are ;'' but wa» 
ipres&cyed. free from sin: And though the commence- 
ment of his ea^ly career, was in a stable^ his pro- 
gress was distinguished by a continual increase of 
wisdom, goodness and power; and his end was 
crowned with a triumphant conquest over every prin- 
ciple of evil. All this was accomplished by his obe- 
dience to that eternal, unchangeable spirit, which 
*' convinces the world of sin, of righteousness,'' and' 
of judgment'' It is therefore, by attending to the 
import of these convictions, that we can become ^ like 
kimy'^ and experiience a similar progress, terminating 
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in the same glorious attainment ^^Unto him that 
overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, 
even as I also overcame, and am set down with my 
Father in his thronfe.'* 

It is by this process only that the *' heavens become 
opened," and we come to perceive the true import of 
the writings of the holy men of old, in the Scriptures ; 
and that they do not relate to a world and a kingdom, 
either outward or afar off; but they are all near at 
hand, even at the "very door" of our hearts; — ac- 
companying us during our daily employments, and 
« as we are sitting in our houses, and as we are walk- 
ing by the way, and as we are lying down, and rising 
up. And the divine visitant (omnipresent to all the 
circumstances which relate to our weal or wot) opens 
to our understandings, the good and evil of every 
concern, both of mind and body: And blessed are all 
^they who lay the government on his shoulders," and 
<< are not offended in him." 

My best love salutes thy dear parents, brothers, and 
sister — dear S. P. and all my friends in your neigh- 
bourhood. For thyself, thou knowest the tender af- 
fection which inspires the bosom of thy 

EDWARD STABLER. 



^< The spirit people live in, is more to' be observed, 
than what they profess. " 

JOHN WOOLMAN. 
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JOHN BALDWIN. 

The following short statement of the life of Joliir 
Baldwin, was drawn up by an intimate friend and ac- 
quaintance of the deceased. 

He was born in Downingstown, Chester county, in 
the year 1765, where he hath since resided the major 
part of his time. His father dying, and leaving him 
in his minority, the care of his mother and the family 
devolved upon him when twelve or thirteen years of 
age: which care he affectionately extended towards 
her, during her stay in mutability; and he conducted 
himself to general satisfaction. 

He was a member of the society of Friends, and a 
minister in good esteem amongst them, for a number 
of years previous to his decease. Of latter times he 
appeared much interested for those who are not pn>- 
fessed members of any religious society; as well as 
others who live somewhat remote from places of wor- 
ship, and (with the approbation of his Friends) he 
frequently appointed meetings for religious worship^ 
amongst them, I believe, to his own and their satis- 
&ction. Also the people of colour became his pecu- 
liar care; amongst whom he had meetings for worship 
frequently appointed, as well as some private indi- 
vidual labour, to interest their minds with something 
more substantial than the dissipated habits that too 
many of them pursue* 

He was a kind husband, a tender parent, and a good 
neighbour; sincere in tiie promotion of every good 
work, whc^^unto he bdieved himself called ; a truly 
sympathising fiieiid with those who lay oa beds of 
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sicknefls and languishing, which was manifested by 
his frequent visits to such. Many who still survive, 
are very sensible thereof. The community will ex»* 
perience a loss in his removal, as well as his near con- 
nexions and the society of which he was a useful mem- 
ber. The neighbourhood generally, will feel the 
want of his exemplary society and labours of teve. 
But I believe that our loss is his everlasting gain^ 
and that he now rests ill the fnansions of blessedness. 
That we may so live and conduct ourselves, as to 
meet him there, when called (torn works to rewards, 
is tlie present serious desire of the writer of this article. 
He departed this life in said village, after a short 
confinement to his bed, on sixth day, the 2l8t of the 
.^ 6th month- 1816, aged nearly fifty-one years; and was 
interred on first day, the 23d, in Friends' burying 
ground in Downingstown; on which occasion, a very 
great concourse of people assembled, as an evidence 
of the high estimation in which he was held. May 
survivors remember, and profit by his bright example. 



HISTORY— YEARLY MEETING OF FRIjBKDS, &c. 

It appears by the records, that the first Yearly 
Meeting for the provinces of Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey, was held at Burlington, in tiie house of 
Thomas Gardiner, the 31st day of the 6th month, 
1681. 

At the Yearly Meeting held in 1688, it was '^ ad- 
vised, that male and female, both young and old^ who 
make mention of the name of die Lord, may all take 
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heed, that Uey he not found in wearing supwfloity of 
appare], nor knmoderate or unseemly taking of to* 
bacco: also selling of needless things, whereby any 
may take occasion of ofience justly; but tiiat we all 
may be found to be kept within the bounds of mode* 
ration, and within the bounds of the spirit of Truth; 
and may be known to be governed by the Truth in 
all concerns; so shall we be to the glory of God and 
the comfort one of another." 

In the year 1685, it was unanimously agreed and 
concluded by the Yearly Meeting, that there be bu^ 
one Yearly and General Meeting in Pennsylvania and 
West Jersey — to be held the next year at Bdrlington* 
on the first first-day of the 7th month, for wordup; 
and the fourth day to be for the Men's and Women's , 
Meetings. The year following to be hdd at Phila- 
delphia, on the same day of the same month, and to 
continue the same time, alternately at both places. 

At the Yearly Meeting, 1683, it was agreed that 
the one Monthly Meeting heretofore held in Bucks 
xjounty, be divided into two, and to hold a Quarter 
[Quarterly Meeting.] One Monthly Meeting to be 
hdd about JNeshaminah, the other near the River. 

Bucks Quarterly Meeting was first held at the house 
of William Biles, the 7th of the 3d month, 1684, and 
at the second Quarterly Meeting it was agreed " that 
Friends ought not to sell rum to the Indians.*^ 

A record of 29th of 9th month, 1686, stated **a 
Women's Quarterly Meeting is settled at William 
Biddle's, in the province of West Jersey, and county 
of Buriington, &c. for the propagating and continu* 
ing int:practice that good order estabHshed among us 
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ia our ^ve country^ (vijk.^ Old Snglaftdi for the 
governing t^d good ordering of Truth^^ afiairs, which 
bath (in the wisdom of God,) [been] aeen, and yet is 
4eea meet and of necessity to lie practised." 

In the Yearly Meeting, 1688, a paper was present- 
od by some Gorman Friends concerning the lawful- 
ness and unlawfulnei^ of buying and keeping of Ne- 
^groes. It «ras a<yiidged not 4a be so proper for the 
Meeting to give a judgment on the case, it having so 
general a rdation to n^any other parts — £Uid therefore 
jA . present ihef^ forbear it - 



• JOHIf WIGHAM TO MARTHA ROUTH. 

Edinburgh, 4th month 28/A, 1801. 

I)£AR MARTHij 

Though I have little to say to thee, j( have 
Jove in my heart for thee; and my dear Betty intend- 
ing to be at the yearly meeting, can bring this line, 
^thout cost, to tell thee so. 

Piljyims, thou knows, have not always a smooth 
road, but they expect a redbmpeiise at the end; and 
if they can get a little of the << brook by tlfe way," 
just to enable them to struggle on, its qp^gh: — and 
sonjetimes the salvation of a fellow-pilgrim has a re- 
viving influence on the droopijpgmiQd;«^if it be but 
like a pointing forward with a finger, an expressive 
Jansuage, <^hold on! behold the prize! Thy captain 
is also at thy right hand^; he will be the stability of 
thy times.*' Dear sister, flrewell. Thy poor 

J. WIGHAM- 

— 4 , p^ 

WILLIAM 8HAICPJLES3. Priniery 
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The memory of tlte just is blessed. — PfWh. x. 7. . , ' 
^Ittfaer apr Ae fragments that remai&i' that nothing be lost. 

^Afi, vi. IS. 

Wo. 2. » FIFTH MONTH, 18S1* Vol. I. 

Mtmoirs of, James Thtifnton^ 

In the preceding number, of this work, a brief^ 
Aetch of the life of James Thornton, was inserted. 
The reader is now presenfed with additional memoirs, * 
and some of his epistolary correspoj^dence, exhifcitr 
iog a fhrther view of his character, and of fiia labourf 
of love for the welfare of his fellow-creatOres.* 

By the Minutes of Abington Monthly Meeting, it 
appears that Jamei? Thornton end Mary Knight, laid- 
their intentions of marriage before that meeting, the 
30th of 7th mo. 1751; aild it is most probable they 
were married in the 9fli^onth following. Aa James 
lived at Bristol, his right of membersHIp was' at the 
Fall& This, bowever^w^as transferred by a certifi* 
«ate fBOm flh^ Meetir^ilo Abington, in the early 
part of the year^l753, << recommending him as a 
Friend^ whose conversation was exen^plary, and with 
whose^tainistry Friends liad unity. '^ 
jtAJbout the year 1758, Oxford preparative meeting 
le^me so small and weak, as to claim the attention 
^ the Mohthlj^ meetings and in '^ the 8th month, 
'fftmes Thornton, with a number of othef* friends, was 
lippointed to attend said nieeting^ Abington Month- 
ly meeting WMthen large, but it appears tbaft Friend^ 
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adopted the apostolic adyicoi to ^ lay hands suddenly 
on no man.'' 

In the First montti, 1759 ^ James was again put on 
the Committee of Care over th|t meeting, and in tho 
month following, he and Edward Parry were appoint- 
ed to join the Monthly Meeting's Committee, in a 
fSunily visit, which was reported in the First month, 
1760, to be *' generally gone through with, to good 
iatisfactiqp." 

Hitherto it does not appear that -James Tborntoa 
had travelled in the line of the ministry, further than 
to neighbouring meetings; but in the Third month, 
^1760, he opened a prospec* ** to ybit«ome meetings 
in the county of Chester^ and also of his purpose to 
attend West Rifer Yearly Meeting, desiring the con- 
currence ayid certificate of the meeting,'' which 
obtained the unity of Friends, sa that a eertificate wa« 
prepared fbr him at the next Monthly meeting; and 
in the Sixth month following, he produced a few lines 
from Friends of said Yearly, meeting, stating that his 
doctrine was wefl received, and his conversation and 
conduct exemplary and edifying. 

For some years, he appears to have travelled littlt, 
and the Monthly meeting |j|||ords are* silent respect- 
ing his religious labours, except naming him on a com- 
mittee to visit a Friend who had bought a slave in th'<^ 
year 1763. 

The |30th of Fourth month, 1770, the following 
eertificate was granted him, addressed to the Yearly 
Meeting, to be held at Pluming, on Long fcland. 

« Our esteemed Friend, James Thornton, acquaint- 
ing this meeting of a concern being on his mind to be 
at your next Yearly Meeting at Flushing; also, of 
JTailing in with meetings^ as he goesalang; these may 
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'biform you, that h^ is a Friend well beloved— ^hit 
ministry well received amongst us, and that we ha« 
good unity, and doth [do] concur with him in his pre- 
sent undertaking. Hoping that he, on his return, may 
have the. reward of peace in his own bosom, and t^ 
main your loving friends and brethren.'^ 

In the 6th month, he returned the above minute^ 
with an endorsement, signifying that his labours of 
love in the ministry were acceptable to them. 

One important subject that claimed the attention of 
the Yearly Meeting, nearly from its first establish- 
ment, was the visiting of Friends in th^r particidtf 
families; and it is frequently called the ^< edifying 
pmciice of visiting families.'' Recommendations on 
this subject, to the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings, 
were annually renewed, under the impression that it 
was the " means of preventing many growing incon- 
veniences and customs amongst us, whith it might 
be difficult guarding against, in a more public man- 
ner.'* And it appears to have been the practice for 
the preparative meetings to report the names of Friends 
for that service, to the Monthly meeting. Hence, 
in conformity with this custom. By berry returned 
James Thornton and Thomas Townsend,.for the ser- 
vice of visiting families, in the 2d mo. 1771. 

In the year 1772, James Thornton again attended 
the Yearly meeting at West River, in Maryland, 
having the unity of Friends in his undertaking, << be- 
ing a Friend whose ministry is well received amongisjt 
us.'' 

In the 4th month, the year foUewing, he opened t 
concern to visit some meetings in the Jersies, and thf 
next Yearly meeting to be held on Long Island. A 
minute t>f recommendation was granted him for the 
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purpose, which he returned in the 6th month fol- 
lowing, with endorsement, signifying his visit was 
very acceptable. 

Another minute expressive of James Thornton's 
ministry being well received among his Friends at 
home, and his life and conversation, agreeable there- 
unto, was furnished him, in the 4th mo. 1774, to vi- 
sit some of the back parts of Philadelphia and Ches- 
ter counties. 

It is probable that soon after his return from this 
visit, he made another to his Friends in Bucks county, 
where he was so well known as not to require a cer- 
tificate of the concurrence of his Friends at home. 
The following brief and brotherly communication to 
his companion, who was an elder and Friend in much 
•steem, has reference to this visit. 

To John Townsend. 

DEAR FRIBND, 

Thy example, when on our visit in Bucks, was in- 
structive and useful to me; and I hope thou hast lost 
nothing, either in character or experience; though 
thou had to bear the weighty exercise of a Christian 
deportment, in a state of watchfulness and patience; 
it being the very ornament of those who are, in sim- 
plicity, engaged in the cause of truth, and what the 
more constant labourers, in their travels from day to 
day, find beneficial and serviceable. And as thou 
hast had a taste of so interesting a concern, thou 
mayst feel a sympathy for thy fellow-servants, and a 
fervent wish in thy mind for their preservation and 
stability. I am thy real friend, 

James Thosntoit. 
7th mo. 8/A, 1774. 
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In the spring of the year 1776, a weighty concern 
^read among Friends, that the members of each par- 
ticular meeting might be preserved in their proper 
|)1aces, in this time of outward commotion and stir 
among the people, (in this once peaceful place,) for 
the carrying on of war. This concern resulted in the 
appointment of a solid committee, to visit Friends in 
their particular families, in order to extend their bro- 
therly love and sympathy to their fellow-members. 
James Thornton was appointed, with ten others, to 
this service. 

In the year 1778, James Thornton joined Samuel 
Eastburn, and a committee, called The Reformation 
Committee, in a visit to Ministers, Elders and Over- 
seers, within the compass of Abington Monthly 
Meeting. By a subsequent minute, this visit appears 
to have been to good satisfaction, and a hope expres- 
sed that it would be useful to Friends and their fami- 
lies; having been extended to the members of the 
Monthly meeting generally. The same Friends also 
had a meeting of conference with the ministers, elders, 
and overseers, in relation to the weighty matters uil- 
der their care. 

During the time of the Revolution in the affairs of 
government. Friends were closely tried, not only by 
distraints and sufferings on account of military requi- 
sitionSit but many of their members, through the ex- 
citement of the times, were induced to join the con- 
tending ranks — or to assist in carrying on the waf, 
by paying fines, furnishing forage for the armies, &c. 
These cases occasioned great exercise and religious 
labour, 'with such as violated our Christian testimony 
against war — in which James Thornton was an active 
mi faithfullabourer^ and often exerted himself for 
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the relief of his suffering brethren, by his personal ap- 
plication to men in power — being of an undaunted 
spirit, and zealous for the promotion of righteous- 
ness, and the maintenance of the peaceable principles 
of the gospel of Christ On one occasion, it is relat- 
ed of him, that when General L. passed through By- 
berry, burning the barns of Friends, and making great 
havoc and devastation, James Thornton not being at 
home, but the next day, returning and finding what 
had been done, he followed the troops to the Billet, 
and demanded of them to see the General. Some of 
them endeavoured to dissuade him from going into 
the room where he was, with other officers; alleging 
the danger and risk of his own personal safety, in such 
an intrusion; but James was not to be deterred through 
the fear of man, in endeavouring to fulfil his reli- 
gious duty — he therefore unceremoniously entered 
the room, and the general and officers appeared so 
struck with his intrepid and solid countenance, that 
an opportunity was furnished him for addressing them, 
and particularly General L. on the subject of his wan- 
tonly destroying by fire the property of his neigh- 
bours; which remonstrance and address so powerfully 
arrested the feelings of the warrior that he trembled 
exceedingly. When he had thus relieved his mind, 
he left them and returned home in peace — ^unmo- 
lested. 

In those days of sore trial and difficulty, much la- 
bour and concern were manifested for the good of the 
members of our religious society; a view of some of 
the subjects of exercise is presented in the report of a • 
committee, appointed to attend the preparative meet- 
ings with the Extracts from the Minutes of the Yearly 
Meeting, in which it is atated that this labour of lore 
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was greatly to edification and comfort — opening the 
concern " that all might be careful to walk circum- 
spectly now in this day of outward trials and proba- 
tions — that the precious testimony of Truth, might 
be maintained, and supported by us — and that further 
care ought, in brotherly love, to be extended, to stir 
up the minds of Friends, in a more particular manner, 
than has been in time past, if possible, to bring about 
a more general Reformation, in respect to the atten- 
dance of our religious meetings, and a becoming be- 
haviour therein; — the religious and moral education 
of our youth; and to abridge some undue liberties, which 
long custom hath made too familiar; — and the neces- 
sity of moderation in our way of living; that we en- 
deavour to be patterns of plainness throughout, in all 
our lives and conversations; and that further care for 
the good of the Negroes should be continued, and 
that strict justice should be done to them who arc 
free; and that care be taken to see that each particu- 
lar meeting put the discipline of the church in prac- 
tice impartially — and further what may appear neces- 
sary for the good of the whole/^ 

In the 3d month, 1780, a minute of the Monthly 
meeting was granted to James Thornton to visit some 
meetings in West Jersey, and in Chester and Lancas- 
ter counties, expressing that he was "in good esteem 
among us, his ministry lively and edifying, and w% 
Imite with him in said concern.^' 

After long and persevering labours of love, to clear 
the society from the stain of holding slaves, Abing- 
ton Monthly meeting reported in the Seventh month 
this year "None in slavery among us. The care of 
those set free is under the care of a committee, who 
we believe are careful to discharge their duty. '^ A no- 
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ther subject of reformation was the improvement of 
Schools— on which, report was made that severaj 
schools had come into a more regular method, thax^ 
had been the case in times past, and that there was ^ 
prospect of the young Negroes generally, having 
learning. The subject, of intemperance, the unneces- 
pary use of spirituous liquors, and erecting distilleries 
for- the purpose of making those liquors, were also no-* 
ticed, as needing reformation; and the labours of 
Friends were so successful, that about this time a i^e- 
cord was made that none of the members ** keep 
houses of public entertainment, — -sell their grain to 
be distilled into spirituous liquors, or use such liquors^ 
that are made out of grain. 

James Thornton was now in the full vigour of hi^ 
life, an active, energetic and faithful labourer, for the 
advancement of the work of righteousness, and the 
improvement and welfare of his fellow creatures — and 
especially on those subjects which engaged the public 
attention of the society. 

In the 2d month of the year 1781, he opened to his 
Friends a weighty concern, resting on his mind, tp 
visit Friends in New England, and parts adjacent, on 
Truth^s account After solidly weighing this concero, 
jthe meeting united therewith, and gave him a certifi* 
cate for the purpose. On his return from this visit 
in the 9th month following, he gave a brief narrative 
of his procedure therein, which was to edification. 
He also produced certificates of the good satisfaction 
of Friends, both with his labour of love in the minis* 
try, and in the discipline of the church, from the 
Yearly meeting of New England, held at Smithfield, 
in the 6th month — ^from the Quarterly meeting held 
at Falmouth $ and from the Monthly meetings ef Na^ 
tucket, Dartnu)uth,.and Swanzey. 
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The following letters, one while in New England, 
on this visit of love, and the other soon after his re- 
turn, are thought proper to be presented to the reader, 
ma characteristic of the author's feelings and views at 
the time. 

To Mary Thornton. 
Providence, 16 th of 5th month, 1781. 

MY DEAR, 

I feel my mind disposed to inform thee, that 
I am well in health, as usual; and am desirous to at- 
tend to my present concern, that I may be clear of 
what may be laid upon me. I find great openness 
among the people; and believe the present trying dis- 
pensation will produce some good effects in many. 
My mind is often turned towards thee, in near sym- 
pathy with thee, in thy lot, and I hope thou wilt be 
preserved in a steady dependance upon the Lord for 
help; who will be found of all those, that seek him. 
I trust thou hast experienHed him to be near in the 
needful time, to thy encouragement to look forward; 
nothing doubting, but all will be well, as we keep a 
single eye to him in all our engagements through life. 
I am now about to take some meetings in this and 
next week, in our way to Rhode Island; and so back 
again to the Yearly meeting, which will be held at 
Smithfield, not far from this place, to begin about two 
weeks hence. After the Yearly meeting, propose for 
that at Nantucket, which will be held there, in two 
weeks following. From Nantucket, we propose to 
take the meetings to the eastward; how many, or how 
ikr we may go eastward, is unknown. I have no de- 
rire to be from home, longer than may be best for me. 
I thought it right to embrace this opportunity, to let 
thee know we are on our way; and are satisfied we 
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lire in the discharge of our duty; having, as far aa we 
have come, peace of mind; which is a confirming evi- 
dence that we are so &r right I wrote two letters, 
and sent forward before this, and hope thou hast re- 
ceived them; and could be glad of a few lines froi^ 
thee, expressive of your states and conditions since 
my absence. Thou may direct to Moses Brown*s 
eare, at whose house I now am, and he will be mind- 
ful to send them to me. I remain, with love to thee 
and children, and Friends generally, thy loving hus- 
band, James Thornton. 

To Moses Broum, Providence^ New England. 
Byberry, 20th of \Oth month. 

BEAB FBIEND, 

I got home on the 6th of 9th month, found 
my family well, and was gladly received by them, 
which was very acceptable to me. I have thought 
thou would be pleased ^ hear of my safety home. 
I am poor in spirit--of no thought about my service 
in your country; it seems as though I was of no 
use among you. However, I feel calm, and easy in 
Ipirit, given up to the Lord's disposal. I have wish- 
ed to remember Friends in your parts, in the line of 
Gospel love; but am much shut up. I trust the Lord 
will show mercy to my poor soul; as I have had a de- 
sire from my youth up, to be found faithful to him; 
and at times, have experienced the Sowings in of Di- 
vine peace. Many deep baptisms, I have passed 
through in my way homewards; and was ready to 
think I had laboured in vain. I hope to stand still, 
until the Lord open my way. I see nothing. It is 
with me as though I never had been acquainted with 
the springs of life. 
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Mfty thca, my dear friend, live near the Lord, sUid 
know a persevering in the light, which has sprung up 
in thee, that thou mayest see more light; whereby 
thou mayest be instrumental of good amongst the peo* 
pie, and more and more abound, in a real enjoyment 
of Divine peace. May the Lord bless thee in the %ay, 
he in mercy has turned thy mind into, and increase 
thy experience of his ever blessed Truth; that it may 
be abundantly the best treasure to thee in this world, 
and enlarge thy heart, so as to run the ways of hie 
commandments, with alacrity. The condition of thte 
Society, in your parts, requires care. May the eye 
of thy mind be kept steady to the great Master. May 
thou behold the ** fields already white to harvest.** 
May thou be favoured to pray to " the Lord of the 
harvest, that he may send forth more labourers.'* 
May thou join with those, who are now engaged to 
lal)Our in the great work before you, in your coun- 
try. Stand fast in the faith. Quit thyself like one 
who has arrived to the state of a Workman, in the 
great cause of truth and righteousness, that thy crown 
may be sure. Oh ! the Crown of immortality and 
eternal life! My much valued friend, give way to 
the gentle movings of the Holy Spirit. Press for^ 
ward, in the meekness of the Lamb, that thou may- 
est .obtain the victory.- Look to the end of the race, 
to the heavenly prize. What gain is there! — what « 
glorious rewaUrd for all the labours, exercises, deep 
baptisms, in passing from this unstable, inconstant 
world, with all its glories and honours, — to the world 
to come, to an uninterrupted felicity with the Lord*i 
people, ranged with the heavenly host, to praise GoC^ 
who lives forever. 

I am thy respectful friendi 

Jamxs Thoentor. 
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In the 8th months 1782, Abington monthly meet^ 
ing was divided into two, by reason of the members 
having become very numerous, and much business 
arising. James Thornton was actively engaged in 
making the arrangements for the establishment of 
Hon^am Monthly meeting, to be composed of that 
branch and Byberry, and to be held alternately at each 
place. 

In the 5th month, 1783, a minute of approbation 
was issued by Horsham Monthly meeting, for James 
Thornton to make a religious visit to the meetings of 
Friends in Maryland and Virginia. After his return 
from this journey, it doth not appear that he travelled 
farther than to neighbouring meetings, till the 4th 
month, 1785, when he opened to his Friends a concern 
to visit Long Island Yearly meeting, and some others. 
On this occasion a certificate was granted him, stating 
that he was a Friend '< whose ministry is sound, and 
truly edifying to the living, — his life and conversa- 
tion corresponding therewith. ^^ 

The following interesting letter from his friend, 
George Dillwyn, was received by him during this 
year, — and we give it a place in these memoirs, be- 
•ause it manifests the near unity that subsisted be- 
tween them— as well as exhibits the character and 
views of that truly excellent and honourable Friend. 

To James Thornton^ Byherry^ Pennsylvania. 

Londony 2d mo. 8th, 1785. 

J>8AR FBIEND, 

Thine of 7th mo. 26th last, reached me the latter 
•nd of the 10th month; in the perusal of which, it 
was comfortable to believe, I was favoured with a 
place in thy kind remembrance and good wishes. 



d by Google 



lAMES tmOKKTOir. 6 1 

This flatisfactioQ had, indeed, <^en before attended 
my mind in looking towards tiieei^ and particularly 
in some low seasons, which I have not been without 
a share of, since I landed in England, my prospects 
of service being much confined to this great city and 
its neighbourhood: and here, if I have a right appre- 
hension, things are but low in our society, and the re- 
storation of true Gospel order discouragingly difficult; 
owing, as I think, in a great measure to the meetings 
being exceedingly loaded with members in indigent 
circumstances, whose concerns being blended with 
the other business, and their relief and support de- 
pending principally upon those in greatest affluence, 
occasions such to be looked to, and to assume more 
sway in the management of the discipline than, (ge- 
nerally speaking,) they have right qualificlroh for: 
while some of those who are low in the wortd, and 
able to contribute but little to such, occasions, are 
on the other hand, too backward. And thus the gui- 
dance of a wisdom superior to human, appears to b« 
but little waited for or attended to, as the rule of ac- 
tion; which makes such meetings rather to resemble 
courts of civil justice, than of religious society. Some 
are continued in membership, whose conduct is ex- 
ceptionable, because they are poor, and that to the 
eye of reason, it would look hard to deal strictly with 
them, and expel them in that condition; and others 
are borne with, whose conduct militates against the 
testimony, because their pecuniary contributions can 
hardly be dispensed with, in the present state of 
things; which has been such for so long a time back, 
that, with some, who have been disowned for maSr- 
rying out, &c. the exertions of a well concerned few, 
in support of the testimony, take the names of bigo- 
6 
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trj^ narrowoesa of* spirit, and fieiy zeal; and aeverat 
^onymoua publicatioiis have appeared, penned with 
^nsiderable art^ to show that the payment of ty the^ 
allowed to the national ministry, by law, mixed mar«> 
riages, dress and address^ are matters in which all 
should be left to the exercise of their own private 
freedom; and that to disown any for these, which are 
not accounted gross immoralities, is to infringe upon 
liberty of conscience, turn persecutors, and prevent 
Christians of different denominations from owning 
' each other, and uniting with us in the essentials of 
religion. These arguments, though of no effect on 
those who are really bound to the testimony, yet 
strengthen those who plead for liberty, and. examine 
things only by the light of reason, jn their errors; 
and th^ number being great, it is nq small task on 
meetings to make head against them. So thou may*^ 
est see that if ever the kingdom is restored to the 
house of David, those who are made use of in bring- 
ing it about, must submit to deep baptisms; and suf*> 
fer themselves to be led about as blind men, by ways 
that they know not, through conflict and discourage* 
ment, even to dismay. But yet there is a little rem- 
nant preserved in most of the meetings, (I hope all,) 
of this city, who are sensible of the state of things, 
and fervently own such exposures as tend to set them 
in a true Ught; and these, I believe are on the gaining 
hand,^ and will, in due time, be led forth from the 
wilderness, where they are preparing for service, into 
m^ore extensive and effectual usefulness, leaning OQ 
the proper and alone object of dependence. 

This unreserved communication of the sense I have 
had of the circumstance of society here, and which I ap* 
prebend is much the same in most parts (but not all) of 
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Ae country, may s»ra ft little like telling tales out of 
fchool; butas I thought some idea of it would be M- 
ceptable to thee, and it may be engage thee in d3rmp«^ 
thy with thy brethren and sisters on this side tfit 
ocean, still deeper, I think not to suppress it, bift 
trust it to thy discretion; yet not wishing thereby to 
prove as one of the discouraging spies, to any traTe^ 
ler whose face may be turned this way. 

I don't know whether S. Emlen has yet wrote thee; 
but I think I heard him say he had received an accepta- 
ble epistle from thee, since our return from Holland. 
We have lately finished a visit to the families of West* 
minster Monthly meeting, to a good degree of satisfac- 
tion: another isabout being engaged in, to those of Rat- 
cliffy but as Samuel is going to Bristol, I am yet double 
fal whether or not he will return to join me in it If 
be does, it will be a comfort to me, as we have been 
together in near fellowship hitherto, and his gift is iO 
peculiarly adapted to that service; but whether ht 
does or not, I am likely to be favoured with thecoma 
pany of Deborah Townsend, a valuable Friend of the 
Peel meeting, who has been a considerable time mh> 
der the same concern, waiting for an opening. Tho- 
mas Ross, after visiting all the Meetings of FriendB, 
but one, in Ireland, we hear, is likely to join dear 
John Pemberton in his line of duty, among strangers; 
and it is said N« Wain is also bending his course U> 
wards that country from Leicestershire. Mehetabel 
Jenkins w^ recovered from the small-poT, «l 
the house of Samuel Neale. Rebecca's Wright it 
Jones, are in the north, and there likely to contintm 
through the winter. Patience Brayton is somewhepe 
in Wales; and William Matthews arrived in London 
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about a week ago, but how long to stay, or which way 
lie will be steered, I know not All were by the ac- 
counts last received, in usual health, but J. P. whose 
hand was not cured, though in a fair way of being 
so. 

Since writing the above, William Matthews and 
Saniuel Emlen, also my brother William, desired to 
be joined in a salutation of love to thee, thy wife 
and children, with my wife and self, who are, with 
desires for thy support and comfort, and thy continued 
remembrance of us. 

Thy affectionate friends, 

Geo. '& S. DiLLWTK. 
. Hitherto the Monthly meetings of Abington and 
Horsham, had been constituent parts of Philadelphia 
Quarter; but at the Yearly meeting held in the 9pi 
month, 1785, it was agreed that Abington Quarterly 
meeting should be established, of which James Thorn- 
ton became an active and influential member. An 
account of the opening of this Quarter, is mentioned 
in his letter to John Pemberton, contained in the fol- 
lowing collection. 

In the 3d month, 1787, James Thornton opened a 
prospect of visitiifg the Quarterly meeting held at 
Cecil, and some oilier nieetings in Maryland, which 
concern was unite«^with, and a Minute granted him 
by the Monthly mating of Horsham for that purpose. 

Hitherto his la&ours:of love in the work of the 
ministry, had been extended in various directions, 
among his friends in America; but in the 11th month 
of this year, he spread before the Monthly meetings 
a concern that had been ripening in his mind for a 
considerable time, to make a religious visit to the 
churches in Europe, particularly in Great Britain. 
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On this occasion, a committee was appointed to pre- 
pare a certificate of the unity of his friends at home. 
This was produced, and signed in the beginning of 
the 1st month, 1788, and being approved by the Quar- 
terly meeting, as also by the Spring meeting of Min- 
isters and Elders, held in Philadelphia in the Sd 
month following, he took an affectionate farewell of 
his friends at Byberry meeting, on the 18th of the 
5th month, in a pathetic communication, which closed 
with these words, << Farewell! farewell in Christ Je- 
sus.'^ The following account of his embarkation for 
Europe, was preserved by his dutiful son, James 
Thornton, jun. 

'« My dear father left his habitation in Byberry, the 
22d day of the 5th month, 1788, and sailed from Phi- 
ladelphia on the 24th following, and 7th of the week, 
about 10 o'clock in the morning, in the ship Orange^ 
William Roberts, captain, bound for Liverpool, in 
England. Samuel Smith, David Gumming, and my- 
self, went with him in the ship, down to Chester. 
We lodged that night in the ship. On 1st day morn- 
ing, we went on shore at the town, breakfasted at 
Henry Graham's, and went to meeting, where was jt 
large number of Friends and others, collefeted from 
Philadelphia, and divers parts of the country. In 
this meeting, my dear father earnestly recommended, 
and preyed both yoting and old, to a steady attention 
to the swift witness of truth in their own hearts. 

After meeting, we went to the widow Withy's, 
where was, to dinner, I suppose, above a hundred 
people. From thence we Went again to Heniry Gra- 
ham^s, where we had, with Friends, a comfortable 
fttting together, for the. last time; and, indeed, a me- 
morable time it was; I believe nev^ to be forgotten 
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hj some, ia this life; wherein my dear father took 
his leave of Friends in America; and after giving us 
some very seasonable, salutary advice, and gospel ad- 
monition, in a very solemn and tender manner, af- 
fectionately bid us farewell in the Lord. He went on 
board the ship about six o'clock in the evening, and 
sailed about an hour after. 

James Thoenton, Jun, 

In the anne^ced collection of his letters, those he 
he wrote while on this visit in England, furnish some 
interesting particulars of his travels and labours of 
love in his native land. He returned to his family 
and friends with the reward of peace, in the 10th 
month, 1789, and was received with feelings of thank- 
fulness and mutual rejoicing, as a brother beloved. 

In the 5th month, 1790, he met with a close trial in 
the decease of his son Joseph, a very promising-young 
man, who had been for some time declining with a 
pulmonary complaint; and in less than three years af- 
ter, he was deprived of his wife, Mary Thornton, 
with whom he had livpd in much harmony, for up- 
wards of forty years. Her death occurred in the 4th 
month, 1793. 

After his return from his European voyage and tra- 
vels, James Thornton does not appear to have been 
far from home, in the exercise of his gift in the min- 
istry, so as to occasion the concurrence of the Month- 
ly meeting. He, however, frequently attended neigh- 
bouring meetings, when his health admitted; and 
during the prevalence of the yellow fever in Phila- 
delphia, in the year 1793, accompanied by his daugh- 
ter-in-law, Hannah Thornton, he attended the yearly 
meeting in that city. They were both preserved from 
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the contagion of that awful malady, while a number 
of others who attended that meeting, were removed 
by this pestilential disease. 

In the early part of the 4th month following, he ob- 
tained a minute of the unity of his Friends to visit 
some meetings in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and 
New York States, as way might open. But in a few 
days after, he felt a release in his own mind, from 
this concern, and was shortly after attacked with th© 
disease which terminated his labours and his existence, 
in this probationary state. A particular account of 
of his last illness, and of divers weighty expressions 
which he uttered, was preserved by his son James, 
and his daughter-in-law, Hannah Thornton, who were 
his affectionate and assiduous attendants to the close; 
being as follows: 

Some -izcconnt of James Thornton, in his last ill- 
ness^ and of divers weighty expressions y which h$ 
dropped. 

The 8th of 4th month, 1794, as he was walking to 
and fro, across the room, he expressed that he had 
been under an exercise, some time back, r^pecting 
visiting some places; but now had found a release, 
and enjoyed a quiet peaceful mind, which he prefer- 
red to every thing else. Soon after which, he found 
himself somewhat poorly, but rested pretty well that 
night. Next morning, went to week day meeting. 
On his return, the disorder increased rapidly; he said 
he had much pain, particularly in his breast, and 
about his kidneys. It proved a complicated com- 
plaint, with much of a bilious nature. He retired 
to his room and bed, chiefly, until sixth day, about 
the 11th hour, when he seemed somewhat relieved, 
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and walked up the lane. On his return, he found his 
disorder increasing^ upon him again, and remained 
very poorly until the 5th hour, on seventh day mom* 
ingy when he was seized with a violent shaking fit, 
which held half an hour: a profuse sweating follow- 
ed; — and when that abated, he somewhat revived. 
B^ing asked how he was, answered, " Very poorly;" 
and said, ** I have been afflicted from my^ youth 
up, with bodily infirmities, and how it may issue now, 
whether in life or death, is not essential for me to 
know, as I have a peaceful mind; and all the world 
would be nothing without it" He further said, 
** Many times, in my younger years, as I have been 
walking to meeting, I have been forced to stop, and 
lean my head against a tree, to rest: And when I first 
stood up to speak therein, I have felt 5uch a weak- 
ness and dizziness, that I was scarcely able to stand, 
occasioned by a very heavy pain, doWn one side of 
my head; but under the exercise of my gift, strength 
increased inwardly and outwardly. So that I have 
great cause to encourage to be diligent in the attend- 
ance of meetings, and duties therein.'' 

On ^venth day evening, Peter Yamall came here* 
About the eleventh hour, same evening, after a very 
poorly day, he was seized with the second fit: «t 
which time, he desired us not to be anxious about 
him, but learn contentment in our allotments. After 
a space, said , " Learn contentment" The latter part 
of the night he rested pretty well. Next day, beingfiwt 
of the week, an oppression increasing upon his breast, 
made it hard work, although he expressed^ but little* 
But, on going to bed, rested pretty well until a little 
after two o'clock, when a third fit came on. Peter Yar- 
nall being called up, he said, <« It is well thee inhere, 
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to help bear up my children in this trying time; but 
they must take up the cross^ and they^ll find, by ex- 
perience, it must be done daily. ^' Also said, "This 
is hard work, but there's a good foundation: that^s 
best of all." Another of the family going up to the 
bedside, he repeated, " This is hardwork but there'i 
a good foundation; and we experience hard things to 
be made easy, — and bitter, sweet. " At another time, 
being asked how he was, chose not to be disturbed, 
but said He was quiet and contented. 

About the ninth hour in the morning, second day 
of the week, he seemed much revived, and said ho 
was pretty clear of pain, and relieved from the oppres- 
sion at his breast; which might be discovered by his 
freeness in conversation. In the afternoon he said, " I 
have seen that the honour and friendship of this woljlA 
is a great hiadrance to the progress of many ife^' -B- 
gion; but it is what I have always shunned, orl l&duld 
not have been able to have dealt so plainly, «iid spoke 
so impartially in meetings, and out, as I have done^ 
and stood through it all, to this day.'^ 

The 15th of 4th month, and third of the week, in 
the evening, he repeated some of John Churchman's 
expressions, respecting the danger of somc^ sitting 
down the wrong side of the river, and singing: but 
said, <* that would not do; there must be a labour kept 
up, and a persevering through Jordan. Sometime af- 
ter said, the pleasant prospect of being nearly releas- 
ed, he could not set forth with words. It was answer- 
ed; It seems not in our power to do much for thee. 
He replied, ^^ It's a comfort that my dependance is not 
on man.'' 

Fourth of the week, he again revived a little. A 
young woman taking her leave of him, to go to m^eU 
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ingt h» md to her, << I always attended meetin^i 
when I could, and now I am easy;*' which he had beea 
heard to eiq>re8S divers times before, that he had bees 
diligent in doing what he had found to be his duty. 
Storms, nor tempests, nor no other consideration, had 
hindered him from going on his master'^ errands^ 
when he could. And further said, that a small com^ 
plaint never had kept him back; but freqa^Uy 1^ 
had gone, when he thought some would have gone to 
their beds, and that he mostly returned^ better; and 
of latter time, when debarred from going out, he had 
enjoyed the fruits of his faithful labours. He further 
r said, that he did not remember, he had attended a 
meeting, since he had arrived to the years of maturity, 
jbut what he had received some satisfaction, more 0* 
im^ When people complained of poor meetings, he 
it^^ Vsay, he believed the fault often li^ upon theni* 
0elv$. He had an aversion to people's complaining 
liter that manner, and of their not being able to at- 
tain to such and such a state of mind; he would re« 
ply, that if they did their part, there was nothing to 
be doubted of. He was one, firm in the true faith, 
without wavering, and lived near the Fountain of livw 
ing waters, and often had access thereto, and was fre* 
quently instrumental in watering the churches; which 
oft times was as the holy oil, or sweet ointment, 
which was spoken of formerly, descending upon the 
drooping spirits; but was attended with that which 
checked forward unruly ones. The savour whereof 
so sweetened his spirit, that his cqmpany was very 
desirable to all that had any love for the blessed cau9e 
of Truth; as his common conversation generally had a 
tendency to lead thereto. He was of a kind^ afiable 
disposition to all ranks of people, especially those that 
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truth had distinguished^ let their outward circunK 
ittiH^ be as it might. 

Oh may we be engaged to ^ther up the fragments; 
which will be as a sweet savour to our mii^lsy if we 
are diligently concerned to walk in his footsteps, ac* 
cording to the talents received; and may the remem- 
brance thereof never diminish, while we are continu- 
ed in this inconstant mode of being; ihat at the dose, 
we may have to offer up our accounts as he did, with 
joy. 

On fifth day, his disorder ^increasing upon him, 
in the afternoon he said, ^^This is close work; but I 
have a peaceful mind, that makes it up.'' Several 
different times, he expressed that his complaint t?as 
trying; but it must be Mmedied by patience. A le- 
thargic condition had been coming on, several days, 
which then occasioned him to be less conversable. 

Sixth day, about twelve o'clock, another violent 
fit seized him, and he expressed nearly as follows: 
** Be still ; Be still. Turn in to the Lord. Cast your 
care upon him; and if there is a free giving up, he will 
be with you, and keep you through all." After a 
pause, said, " It's joyful. It's joyful. It's all light. But 
it's a loss; it's a loss that will be felt by these chil- 
dren. Lord, thou art able to support under every 
trial, and keep thine. There are many difficulties 
to encounter, through this inconstant world. All 
that appertains to it is transient and fading. The 
Lord hath begun a good work, and he is able to carry 
it on. Look to him for ability to go forward. But 
there must be a total surrender, and giving up to him. 
Keep to meetings. Keep us, we pray thee, Lord! 
Fit and prepare us for thy glorious kingdom. Call 
in thousands^ and tens of thousands more, to labour 
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in thy churches, the world over; for thy ever blessed 
cause sake, for thy son's sake, and for thy seed's sake. 
Cause them to flock to thee, as doves to the windows. 
Be pleased, Lord, to enable all thy truly depending 
children, who have no might of their own, to go forth 
conquering, and to conquer, against all oppositions, 
for thy sake, the cause, and blessed seed's sake; al- 
though their trials are, and may be groat, yet thoa 
alone art able to protect, and carry them through, 9 
there is a full dedication of heart to thee; and also to 
separate the precious from the vile, and give them the 
victory over death, hell, and the grave; so that they 
will be able to sing triumphantly at the close of time 
here, which makes up for all our labours. And we 
pray thee, Lord, give all those an entrance into thy 
rest, with the I«amb immaculate. Thou art worthy 
of all praises, — hallelujah forever more. Thou know- 
est, Lord, that I love thee." 

Then lying still awhile, being queried with how 
he was, said, "Very poorly. Let me be still and 
quiet," and dropped into a doze; but when he awoke, 
was very weak and low. About the 11th hour at 
night, he revived a little again. 

Next day, being seventh of the week, on being 
raised up, he said, ** Let's take all things patiently.'' 
In the afternoon, being asked by a friend who had 
just come to see him, how he was, said, " I think this 
has been the deepest sickness that ever I have had, 
but a favoured one." And his faculties brightening 
up, similar to what they usually were, he entered 
upon conversation respecting church affairs. After 
a time, dropped into silence, and a heart-tendering 
time it proved to all then present. When the Friends 
took their leave of him, he spoke comfortably to tbo 
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Friend's wife, ako de3ired hip to renumber his love 
to all Friends in the truth witHout exception, and said, 
<« This -hasi^e^n ae^ a bfdok by the way/' Our sor- 
rows were much alleviated by beholding tlie rich 
supply of resigi^aition to the Divine will, accompa- 
nied with patience, which he wag endued with under ^ 
aU his afflictions. Although his words were few, 
they were very savoury. In the course of his illness, 
he often expressed, that he enjoyed the fruit of his 
labours, which was peace of mind. 

He continued much the same, until about the 4th 
hour on fourth day mornings when another shaking 
fit came on, and the bitter pains of death surrounded 
him; but that text of scripture seemed applicable to 
his state, where it is said, '* There appeared an angel 
unto him, from heaven, strengthening him.^' For 
his heart and mouth seemed filled with prayer and 
praises to Him who had been his Alpha and Omega. 
Although there could be but little understood of what 
he uttered, his groans were accompanied with a 
sweet, peaceful, quiet feeling, all that day, as well as at 
some other seasons: under the sensation whereof, the 
spirits of those that attended him, were marvellously 
upheld or supported, which had been his prayer for 
them. A full evidence that the prayer of the righte- 
ous availeth much. A few hours before he departed, 
he appeared to be somewhat relieved from pain, and 
quietly expired^ without a sigh or groan, about one 
o'clock on fifth day morning, the 24th of the 4Ui 
month, 1794— ^and was interred at liyberry the 25th, 
on which occasion a solemn meeting was held, and 
several living testimonies borne. 

His age would have been 67 in the next ninth 
month. Hanzvah Thornton. 

7 James Thobntoh^ Jun*r. 
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Letter to Samuel Smith/ 

Byberry^ the lliAqfatA nuK 1759. 

resp£(!:ted friend, ' ' 

Having, sortie time past, been informed of somie^ 
dissatisfaction thou hast had, respecting my appear- 
ance, the first day of the Yearly meeting in the little 
meeting-house at Burlington, in a matter of the great- 
est importance to us, that can be, respecting our tes- 
timony to the gracious influence of the Holy Spirit; 
the which, I apprehend, is the highest dispensation 
of Providence to man. And whilst he is under subh 
good qualification as it affords, can stand fatthful 
against all opposition of any contrary spirit, either of 
men or devils: otherwise many would have' fallen, 
who did stand the hottest persecution, wbich any 
way could happen to the saints. But so gracious was 
the influence of the Holy Spirit, and their faithful^ 
ness to the Divine knowledge thereby communicated 
to them, that they endured the greatest hardships 
Which could be inflicted upon them, even sealing their 
testimony with their blood. May we be so carefuK 
in our measure of the Divine knowledge and expe- 
rience of the leadings of the Holy Spirit, as to stand 
fast in the faith which comes by Jesus Christ, as the 
apostle saith, *' till we all come in the unity of the 
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ" That we may tjiereby be ena- 
bled to witlisland the adversary in all the cunning 
craftiness, whereby he lies in wait to deceive. In this 
state, I believe,, no power can prevail against, or 
overset the faith of such, no more than they can pre- 
vent or binder the Lord himself from influencing 
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their 4iearts with his holy Spirit^ and -filling them 
with love, and a right zeal for projnoting his blessed 
cause in the earth, unto which they are appointed and 
ordained of him; and such are as the apple of his 
eye, and he hath fought, and will fight all their bat- 
tles for them, and reprove kings for thehr sake, say- 
ing, '< Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets 
no harm.*' 

Having no design of controversy, or moving any 
thing that might carry the least appearance of resent- 
ment; but in freedom and good will, which ought al- 
ways to subsist amongst brethren, and by no means 
to make each other offenders for a word, so as to break 
that freedom, I shall draw to a conclusion, feeling 
in my heart, at this instant, the spring of pure gos- 
pel fellowship, in the love of God that is shed abroad 
into the hearts of all* that truly love and fear him. In 
which I remain thy affectionate friend, . 

James Thornton. 



To William Dodsouy Jun^r, 

Jit Gedington^ n^r Kettering, in Northampton- 
: $hirej England. 
Byberry, Philad. Co, lOth tho. 13M, 1766. 

ESTEEMED FRIEND, 

I received thy letters by Joseph White, William 
Home, and John Balderston, all of which were very 
tci^ptable, as they clearly conveyed thy great reg»d 
for me. I have been too negligent in writingy I do 
.own, thoqgh not for want of love ; for my U»ive ttiid 
good will to thee, my dear friend, is much^more tkam 
I shall, at present, attempt to set forth; yet mfljr My» 
I wish thee w<iHl; every way. 
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When Taroured to Ibok hUkr to Ibe tiims vKe^ved 
together^ they seem but ts yfidterdcy, a^nd s^ll ajpe 
Ireflh and pleasant to me. I h<^e I shall never for- 
» get the many enlivening seasons, wherein our minds 
Mn^re much strengthened to press forward, in. that way 
the Lovd turned our feet into» and made all his paths 
peace to our souls. I^t nothing hinder our sight of 
this way, but that we may keep our eye single, that 
vour body may be full of light 1 feel a near union 
of ffpirit with thee, and hope to be more industrious, 
in future, to impart something of my mind to thee 
by. writing. I have noticed thy account of the death 
%of thy dear mother, and mother-in-law; whose me- 
mories are precious to me. Tli^y were truly valua- 
ble, virtuous women, help-meets, • indeed, to their 
idear husbands; affectionate parents to their children, 
.-good neighbours, real friends, hospitable and kind to 
all, and more especially towards the household pf 
faith^ being mindful of entertaining strangers. We 
must leave them with Him who has taken them from 
works to rewards, and humbly submit to Him in all 
things, remertibering that our loss is their eternal 
glltf-* I HaYe been touched with a sympathy and ten- 
derness towards thy dear* father in his weak, low 
state of body and tfiind, with desires he may be pre- 
served sensible of tbe best help, in every needful 
!liotir;:an4 experience, in his last days,' full redelnp- 
4ioQ bylemiA Christ;, that as his outward man deatQlA 
aMi^-grojwsj!ireaker,hisiawapd man.i^ay growstrooger;: 
<4o tivitl&tiie <toncl9$(on of time, he oMty pass sway 
\Umm 4hi^ eartbUy house ortabernacleof 0b^,.ian.d eo- 
iMjaj^Cffir one^ a buildbng t^eroal in j the .heavena- 
,yiaafe to4et ^im^know my desinesi <for him. 

Thyaooountof singuW q^ata b?|H^iAg in f^^ 
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Quarterly meeting, when W. H. and T. O* ifmre 
there, seemed much to affect my miiid, knowing they 
must be very exercising and trying circumstance^ 
but, be assured, the one very singular case of M. and 
A. was permitted for a trial, both of the rndividuals 
and the whole meeting; 'and it might be, to abase^the 
one, i. e. the poor creatures, M. and A. and pnyre 
the strength of the other, i. e. the meeting. For,' by 
•uch besetments, the honest, sincere, travellers, who 
durst not veil themselves with any names, or ajJpfejCN 
ances, or likenesses, either of things above, or things 
beneath, are led to a deep, humble reverent waitihg 
for the one Name and Principle of Light and Life, 
• to wit, Christ Jesus, their spiritual Moses (withotit 
whom, we can do nothing,) that they may be able to 
rebuke Satan, in all his transformatiolis or appear- 
ances; so that we may not be deceived or mistaken in 
matters of the most sacred nature, by taking imagi- 
nations of the creature, for revelations of the Holy 
Spirit. My dear friend, though there may be many 
humbling circumstances that fall out in the compass 
of our time, and labour in the cause of truth, yet, if 
we eye the honour of our heavenly Father, and wait 
upon him, in singleness of heart, to know his will 
concerning us, and to be led by his Holy Spirit into 
an obedience thereunto, he will bring us through all, 
prepared thereby as vessels for his own use and ser- 
Tice. For, «as gold is tried in the ijre, so are ;^c. 
ceptable men in the furnace o.f afBicUon.^' 

I, my wife, and one daughter, an 
at present, pretty well ^n health, wh 
favour; and I hope these may find i\ 
the same condition. Please to rem 
love to my gid dame, aqd her daughtf 
7* ^ 
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tfiM ciCi And tell theA^rmertl beU»v#herfVi^ff^ 
y«t9 hor ehief iQtereit is in Christ, ^fid shoi^y^i|l 
Jbe gathered tp it in him, unto theFather^^and reoeiif^ 
Ihe cfowe which is laid up for the righteous, jvi a rQ- 
fjfjmu^ fpr their ftithf ulness. I love her imn^h,; for hi^r 
ri^ndemec^i and care oi me; for she was a nursing 
f«mHher indeed; her watchings over me were for good; 
4)er iadvice and instruction were very serviceable to 
1 tine ia my then infant state. I pray God, tp strength^ 
.her npw in the decline of life^ that her mind may be 
in heaven, while she may be on earth, in this taber- 
«fcle of clay; so that she may be preserved fresh ai^d 
.gp^n, to the last A very comely sight to see suqh 
a condition in the aged, and very enconraging to the 
.youth, to follow them, as they have followed Christ, 
i^ the w^y of regeneration. 

James Thorntoic. 



Bsnay of an Eputlefrom the Yearly meetings held 
at Philadelphiay in the 9th mouthy 1771. 

7b the Yearly Meetings held in Marylanfl, 

DEAR FRIENDS, 

We received your epistle, ^ompanied by several 
of the Friends you nominated to attend our meetipg, 
whose company was acceptable; and we find there 
are a remnant among you, who are concerned to walk 
in the way of self-denial, who we desire may be pre- 
served, under a right exercise of mii>d, and that 
they may be enabled to bear a faithful testimony to 
Oie caiise of truth, and against all unrighteousness. 
And wc earnestly beseech, that all niay keepa wateh- 
*' ful eye over their own spirits, that nothing of the 
tuait^s part get uppermost; but keep down to. the ^^n- 
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tle.moYmgs: of the Holy Spirit, which .leaUe^i^fiD^I 
ftnithy and unites us together in pure love, in whi<^ 
18 experienced the real advantage of being mem- 
bees , one of another, and of a joint labour in the 
Lord's vineyard. Thus, we may be of service, ac- 
cording to our measures and growths in the know- 
ledge of saving help, showing forth, by a good cona^ 
versation, the meekness of wisdom; and in all thitigs 
liife to the honour of our holy head, Christ Jesus. 

May we be so redeemed from the love of thi* 
world, that in faithfulness we may serve our heaven- 
ly Father, in whatever he calls us unto; being given 
. ap freely to do owp days' work in the day-time; and 
at the same time to take good heed that we be found 
just stewards in the things of this world; that we make 
aot our indifiereney thereto, a cloak for sloth and idle- 
11686; for there is a justness due to ourselves and fa- 
snilies^ and unto all men, without which we cannot 
reasonably expect to stand in Divine approbation. We 
are informed, in sacred writ, of what the Lord our 
God requires of us, *' to do justly, love mercy, and 
walk humbly with God." Our profession of the most 
aacred truth, will not justify our neglect of fulfiUing 
the law of moral righteousness. For, as our Lord 
saith, " If you are unfaithful in the unrighteous mam- 
mon, who will intrust you with the true riches." We 
<>oght not to think that we are in the way to the 
^kingdom of rest and peace» while we are in the daily 
breach of the moral law, lest we deceive ourselves; 
for God will not be ?nocked;, but. such as we scTw, 
such shall we reap. If we ar^ not just unto mauj we 
^nnotbe just unto God. We tiinderly jde§ire that^all 
of us may look well to our ways, \htd wetnake a right 
ioapTQi^pm^i^ of q\kr pifecioiis lirae^ that we may'^nd 
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with this testimony of fulfilling the work whereunto 
we are called, and finishing our course with joy ih 
the Holy Ghost. 

Written by James Thornton* 



To Samuel Neale — Ireland. 

Byberry, the 5lAmo. «3rf, I784i 

OEAR FRIEND SAMUEL NEALE, 

Having thought a long time of writing to the^, 
and being in Philadelphia last week,' heard of thy 
kind remembrance of me, by a letter sent to J. P. 
which renewed my thoughts of doing it; though hot 
little prospect of much worth sending across the At* 
lantic. However, my love reaches to thee in as 
strong a manner as ever, and am desirous we may keep 
in view the necessity of a continued labour to keep in 
the line of Divine appointment; always attentive to 
the still small voice of the great Shepherd, who puts 
forth his own, and goes before them. How admira- 
bly he furnishes with wisdom and ability, those who 
are faithful to him, and who are willing to leave all, and 
follow him: I have taken into consideration thy ser- 
vice whilst among us; how many seals there are of 
thy ministry. What place thou had in the minds of the 
people of all ranks and denominatioi^s of Christianity ! 
How affectionately many speak of thee, so long after 
thy return from us, to thy native land ! which makes 
me coi^lude thoi^didst not labour in vain. Notwith- 
standing <* the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to 
; the, sfcfong;". but to them who hold but to the end, 
tUey shall be saved. I find no time to be idle: there 
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4$ dwajs sometk}i>g to do in the Lord's viaejrai^. 
"Work while it is day — the night cometh when no 
man can work. '' May we be found among those who 
give up their accounts with joy, and receive the hap- 
py sentence of " Well done: enter into the happiest 
of all places, the joy of thy Lord.*' 

I have thought of my own services in times past, 
and they have brought a dread over my mind; lest 
the word rise up in judgment against me, as being un- 
worthy of so great a favour, as to be an ambassador 
from God to men. I have looked at mj^self with as- 
tonishment, seeing my great weakness and failure in 
many respects, unbecoming the dignity of the minis- 
terial office: which is one continued exercise in hand- 
ing out of the most holy things. Wherefore, I think 
it needful for me, whilst I am teaching others purity 
of life and manners, to keep my body under, lest I 
become a cast-away. I am now in a good degree, 
withdrawn from the surfeiting cares of this world ; 
j^ave little more to do than give some directions to 
my youngest son, w^ho is at home with us; on whom 
is devolved the principal management of our business;: 
and I hope he will be preserved steady> and.be a com- 
fort to his dear mother in my absence, which oft^n 
happens. My eldest son is married to an apiiable 
young woman of the family of Haines, belonging to 
Evesham /racing in the Jerseys, where he now 
lives, in a promising prospect of being of service. 

Our dear friends from our side of the water, will 

I hope, prbsper in their wei^tj^f undertaking, to the 

edifidiaAion and 'comfort of the honest-hea;rted every 

where. Remember my love to thqip^ a^ pj^rtjui^^ 

.pfikf^itP^iculd^ly to df^ Jol^n Pembefton, who I ' 

fj^eairiilpiipliraiia^d^ and is >d in a way he kne\fjj|l^;^o' 
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his gr^t humiliation; which I hope, as he keeps k& 
his allotment, will make peace — his peace, sure. I have 
many serious thoughts respecting so many of our ser- 
viceable members being called away from among us,' 
mt a time when we are just exposed to new scenes of 
trials and temptations. For though our late troubles 
have been deeply afflicting, through a violent spirit, 
threatening desolation every where, and especially to 
us as a religious society; but through the Lord's as- 
sistance, many have stood valiant for his cause, in the 
times of the hottest persecution. But there is a greater 
danger now, of being caught in the delightful pleasures 
of peace and prosperity; and of falling back again into 
the world; — which makes it more needful for faithful 
men among us, than ever. However, it is the Lord's 
doing, and we must submit. He knows best how to 
carry on his own work. Probably those who are 
sent to you, may be able to tell unto others, what the 
Lord has done for them, and point out the way to 
prepare for their portion of the chastisement of the 
Lord for their sins. For its not improbable, but the 
furnace will burn hot, and hotter in your parts; and 
well will it be for those that know the Lord, to flee 
unto him, and take sanctiiary under his Divine power, 
ihat they may be able to stand in the day of trial. 
Thy friend, 

JAMES THORNTON. 

To John Femberton, England. ^ 

Byberry^theSth mo. 1785. ^ 

MT VXRT FRIEND, 

I have felt an increasing desire for thy pre* 
•encition, through thy very arduous labours, In 
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tpreading the Gospel, among a people who have bi^ 
10 darkness, and much estranged from the true light. 
May thy endeavours be blessed to them, so as to see 
that the Lord is good, — and taste of his pure love to 
their souls. I have admired the good hand> which 
has hitherto sustained through great tribulation. Such 
a dedi^^tion of heart, thou hast manifested, is a certain 
evidence of thy experience of an annihilation. What 
b it the Lord cannot do? Live with him no^, and 
forever. Leave ihe care of the world to those who 
^e in it. Surely thou art called out of it, according 
to the true intent and meaning of the expression used 
by our Lord to his disciples: ^^ You are not of this 
world. I have chosen you out of the world." What 
a purchase is made, by a surrender of that which is r^ar 
and dear in this world, for the honour of God and good 
of thy fellow mortals: even in this life,an hundred-fold, 
and in that which is to come, life everlasting. May thy 
feeble hands be strengthened :■— thy mind animated to 
pursue with diligence the work which is before thee; 
nothingdoubting, that it will be completed in the Lord^ 
time, which may not be very long. He knows how 
long; and will sufficiently reward with light and love, 
as ample wages for every day's work; which wUl 
render it pleasant and coriifortable, while in the per* 
formance of every duty. 

I have the satisfaction to inform thee, that thy dear- 
est is still enabled to bear thy absence with a becoming 
resignation; and on the whole, much better in health 
than formerly. She manifests a real sense of thy ex- 
ercises, and is often with thee in spirit: so that I have 
in measure, discovered thy baptisms in her; which 
has led me into deep sympathy with you, in the pre- 
sent close dispensation of Divine Providence, witbai^ 
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^enl desires thiit th^rt may be mo inierii4woii M 
prayers for your perseverance to thfe end. For k it 
tfie end, in the will of God, will crown all with uh- 
spe^lcable eonsolation. 

Our Quarterly Meeting is now ovca-; wherein were 
many weighty considerations respecting the state of 
things among us. The weighty matter of settling 
another Quarterly Meeting in the country, was, with 
much unanimity, committed to a large number of 
Friends; who met the next morning; and taking the 
subject up, after a time of much brotherly freedomi 
united so far as to propose that Abington, Horsham, 
North Wales and Richland MonUily Meetings, con- 
stitute the new Quarterly Meeting. The three Monthly 
Meetings in Philadelphia, Haverford and Exeter, to 
remain together, to be held in Philadelphia as usual 
The reason why Exeter is retained to Philadelphia is, 
a prpbability of Concord Quarter's settling a new 
Qusu*terly Meeting at Uwchlan, that may suit to take 
, in Exeter, and give up Darby to our Quarter. The 
new Quarter to be fixed at Abington. This affiiir has 
gone so far as it is, to all appearance, to great satis- 
faction. The Committee are to meet again at Abing- 
ton, the 2d day of next 7th month, to consider of a 
pl^per time, when it should be opened, and other mat- 
ters which necessarily attend the constitution of a 
Quarterly Meeting. We have named a^few Friends of 
the Committee to attend the Quarterly Meeting next 
second day, at Concord, to inform them how far we 
b^ve proceeded as above, that they may proceed in 
(heir prospects in the matter. ^ 
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7b John Petnberion^ in Europe. 

5th mohihf 1786. 

Thine, dated the 1st month 21st, I received 
and observed the contents with satisfaction. Mayst 
thou be preserved in thy line of duty to step forward 
in the elearness, that thou mayst know the time when, 
what, and where to discharge the great weight, which 
at times lies dn thfee. The Lord knows how to pre- 
pare for every service; and often before we are fitted 
fully to answer his requirings, he is pleased to plunge 
into a deep sense of our own inabilities, and strip us of 
all human, help. Insomuch, that we feel greatly de- 
pressed, and ready to shrink under the apprehensions 
of our own unfitness, even to the making excuses, all 
Moses did, when called upon to visit his brethren in 
bondage, — that he was a man, slow of speech, not 
eloquent , — neither heretofore, nor since. But at 
there is a submission to His Divine will, and obedienca 
thereto, way has been, and will be made, to perform 
the work, unto which we are called. And, by how 
much the more, we have been sensible of our own unfits 
ness to be employed in his service, we have been so 
much the more sensible of his Divine power, which 
works wonders, and leads into admiration of his mar- 
vellous acts; and we are greatly strengthened to per- 
severe in the way he is pleased to lead, however con 
trary to our own will, and natnral inclination. Sa 
that while we are filling up our duly to the Lord, we 
shall be prepared to enjoy a happy state of unmixed 
purity: go that the creature will be annihilated, to- 
tally dissolved into entire subjection to him la all 
things, and we shall become so fully acquainted with 
him as not to be mistaken in our services, nor hav^ 
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occasion of doubting?, which arise from inexperience 
of saving faith in him, who hath satd, */ the Laim(l 
and his followers shall have the victory.'* A glorioui 
conquest will be obtained in following him through 
great tribulation; even an entrance into the everlasting 
kingdom of rest and peace. May unwearied diligence, 
attended with the clearest evidence of life, and peace; 
accompany thee, through all thy perils, both by sea 
and land, and among false brethren, to the end of thy 
arduous labours, in the way thou art so singularly lecl, 
and eminently supported, so as to return to thy na- 
tive land with tlie fullest assurance of best intelligence, 
that thy work is done; bringinjr with thee, the pleas- 
ant fruits of diligence and faithfulness, the sheaves of 
peace, and a tranquil mind: which will more than 
jcompensate for thy long absence from us, and hard- 
ships thou mayst have undergone; and render theeac- 
.ccptable and comfortable to thy truly sympathising 
friends, in all thy labours, — uniting in returning to 
the Lord all praise and honour, who with his dearly 
beloved son is worthy forever. 

J he Quarterly meeting cpened at Abington the 4th 
instant. It was large and satisfactory. I hope, a« 
thou hinted, it will engage many to come under the 
weight and religious exercise of mind, needful to sup- 
port the true ends of such a meeting, and be united 
harmoniously to kbour lor the spreading of the cause 
and testimony of Truth. 

I have the satisfaction often to hear (by letters from 
the3 to thy wife and brother James) of thy move- 
jne%t8 and be etmen , o • account of thy not staying 
long^ , and being more given up to further services 
in. fc. me places. I feel with thee in these exercises, an^ 
b.j;>c iliou wilt be release J irom all fears an]^ doubii 
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about what is past; and steadily look forward,^ belie V; 
ing the Lord will be merciful towards thee, who knows 
the sincerity and integrity of his children, who woul^ 
not willingly omit any duty the}' are sensible is requir- 
ed of them. And if through diffidence and fear, thou 
may haveratherhastened in leavingany place, and there- 
by occasioned some serious thoughts about it, which 
may be humbling; yet I believe, it will be looked upon 
with compassion, and be held more excusable, than 
staying too long, until the concern grows flat. Be 
encouraged, — thou hast to do with Him who wa3 
touched with a feeling of our infirmities, and who will 
not account all weaknesses, sins; but may suffer us to 
be sensible of ihem, by leaving.us to feel and see how 
we might have done better; — which may prove an 
advantage to us in the end, by keeping us humblo, 
'and more attentive, in future. I have heard of thy 
openaess in the Gospel to many, in sev^eral places in 
England, which is very comfortable, and a sure sign, 
that thou art still under favo'ir; which must remove 
all weights and burdens that have been on thy mindy 
^rom fearful apprehensions of past failures; and giv^ 
(hee fresh courage to look forward, and not look back 
—that thou may now be able to conclude thy labours^ 
in the light and strength of the Lord; who may ii^ 
mercy see meet, after so many deep trials^ and humr 
bUng dispensations, to grant thee a release, and libera 
ty to return again in a short time; all which I d^ 
from the bottom of my heart, leave unto his all-\Tifi« 
disposal. 

Our beloved friend, Nicholas Wain, propQS^s to 
meet John Townsend, on Long Island^ .and join'liini 
ia a visit to Friends in New England. John has pr^t^ 
pects of visitinjg th^ scattered flock, Apd inb^b|)4Mlt% 
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' at Not* Scotia^ before he returns from the eastward. 
Nicholas does not, at present, expect to go tiicre. 
John Storer is likewise to the eastward, and expects 
with the above Friend, to be at the Yearly meeting on 
Long Island. Thomas Colley, on his return from the 
southern Governments, writes to a friend in Phila- 
delphia, dated the 13th of this month, at Alexandria, 
and proposes to attend the Yearly meeting at Third 
Haven, the 1st of next month, and proceed pretty di- 
rectly after to Philadelphia. All well,— and as far 
as I can hear, well employed, to good satisfaction. 
Thomas has been near two months to the southward, 
longer than the others, and he says in his letter, much 
led into the highways and hedges. 

I still retain a near sympathy with thy dear wife, 
and am of the opinion, that she gets along bravely? 
tliough not without deep exercises and trials, which 
I hope, are sanctified to her; and she is supported to 
bear thy long absence with a becoming resignation; 
yet is looking toward the end, hoping she will be fa- 
<roured with thy desirable company in the Lord*! 

4im€. 

In thy frequent writing to thy dear friends, I wish 
thee to be sparing of thy good opinion of them, and 
laying thyself so low in their view. Overrating of 
others, and underrating ourselves, should be avoided. 
Our conditions are l>est known to the Lord. Some; 
timcis, things running high with respect to the valu^ 
and esteem for individaals, may have a tendency td 
make aome think more highly of themselves than the^ 
tug^ to think; especially such who seem restless and 
tfneasy, imagining they are neglected. Mortificationl 
«^ often advantageous to make self of no reputation. 
A bkit-^f thia kiad may auffice, as I have discovered 
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in 90me letters ^itdesigned by Ihe^i makktu^e:^^. tD 
jfiise a kind of esteem from othere, bj the valiie.lfaa|r 
coneeive ibou puts upon Ibem. * ' 



To Mary Thornton^ 

MTDSAR, 

I am now on my way with a fair wiiid, fa- ' 
>oured with health, rather better, though not without 
iymptoms of my usual complaints. Dear James, I 
expect, informed how we got along to Chester, and 
how we parted. It was very close work; but the 
Lord favoured us. I hope I shall in due time hear 
you are well reconciled to the present separation. 
Maj' thou, and our dear children be preserved in the 
way of the Lord, and enjoy peace and comfort. Our 
eompany on board appear to be all well, and endeav* 
•ur as much as our watery situation will admit, to 
make it easy and agreeable to each other. Joseph 
Peckover, I expect, will be good company: in dispo- 
lition^ lively and cheerful. I feel easy, body and 
mind; and I think, fully given up to the Lord'^ dis- 
posal. I am with love to self and children, 
Thy loving husband, 

James t^rnton. 
Capes, 26th of 5th months 1788. 

To Mary Thornton, * ^ 

For/fe, Old England, 26th o/Bth month, I'fek ' 

«T DEAR, "•'••" 

I reeeived thine yesterday, with our son's Ml<- 
ters, dated the lOth of 7th lUonth, X788, ahci Siiiinh^ 
'l^eMed to hear of your t^elfilre and h^dUh; ' f w!»i 
*^bM tnay be supported to beai^ thy ^Ibtaididn -^7 
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that noChing maj sink thcK IM> low. Thmi 
> diffiealtita will fall oat, in ottr passage throogll 
life; but I hope thou wilt be enabled to bear them, f 
I expect to writeto Jifmesby this opportunity . The 
Quarterly meeting here is just over; and I expect ta 
go out of town to day. Feel better some days past 
than usual. 

Please -to reinemher me to dear Joseph and wifci 
William Walton and wife, and children, and all mj 
'Friends and neighbours, as thou in thy freedom, mar 
see meet, and receive a large share to thyself. 
I remain thy affectionate husband, 

Jam£s Thornton. 



To James Thomianf Jun. 
Lud$^ in YorkMhiref 21th o/9thmoniht 1788. * 



c 



Thy very acceptable letter dated tOth of 7th montR, 
came to me at York, last fifth day. < I am at present 
easier of my complaint, and favoured to travel, better 
than I could expect. I feel daily need for renewed 
supplies of wisdom and strength to perforrti my ser* 
vicfes among Friends, and have no cause of doubt, of 
being in my place. I hope thou wilt be preserved, 
and enabled to go through thy allotment in diverf 
'concerns in this life, to thy own satisfaction, and tha 
aasistance and comfort of thy dear mother;— that lova 
and |»eace may be your inestimable treasure, i a"* 
much comforted in thy remembrance of the iavpund 
opportunity a|: Chester, on our parting, — believing 
.^jr mind was beneficially centered in solemn prayfr 
for ifcjjr oyjsn eslaWi^hment and grotyth in JDivine gra^ 
^Wb\^j OUghi;j|p hay^ the J6rst aiwl prineipajl ,fkfi»^ 
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0ar miiniB; as our dear Lord and Satiour advised^ 
^ First seek the kingdom of HeaVen, and the righte- 
Ausness thereof, aod all other things will be added.'' 
May the Lord bless thee witli increasing desires to b^ 
4bund in the way of thy religious duties^ as the sam^ 
may be opened in the true light, and that thou mayst 
fe 'faithful in the discharge threreof. Thou knowest 
I have been more thoughtful of thy spiritual improve- 
ment in the chiefbst good, than the gain of abundance 
•f this world, having faith in the Divine promise, 
(an other things necessary shall be added.) I am en- 
couraged from thy tender hints of letting nothing qf 
^ concerns of this world, which I have left behind, 
hinder my .better services. Thy care herein, ha,s 
spread a sense on my mind, that thou art sensible of 
the necessity of watchfulness, to attend to the worjc 
whereunto I am called, in preference to all worldly 
considerations. Still I have a sympathy for you, 
whom I have left in the necessary cares of this life; 
and cannot but desire thou mayst be enabled to bear 
what may arise, to cross your expectations,, and occa- 
sion difficulties and trouble. I hope thpu wilt ba 
wisely directed to manage thy own concerns, with 
wisdom and discretion. 

I have a valuable friend from Manchester, who has 
been with me some weeks, and is likely to continue 
with me, but uncertain how long. His name is R}« 
ehard Routh, a kind, sympathising friend, and has 
been of great service to me. His kind love is to thee, 
fend dear mother. 1 expect to get out of Yorkshioa 
in about ibsur weeks. I have been indusirlous ip 
about ten weeks. There are many meetings;, manjr 
•#f .tbeiiEi small, but the neighbours coming in, they 
«re often made large, and iA genet-al, ^^siaiCtpfy. Jl 
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hear Gcof ge DHIwyn and wife are gmio ortr h> D» 
kirk in France, to see the few Frieiida there. I haft 
not yet seen them. John Pemberton and I partedi 
after travelling a few weeks togetlier. I expect he 
will be at Nottingham Quarterly meeting/ next 2d 
day. Since parting, we have exchanged several let* 
ters. In the last from him, he informs that he is bel* 
ter in health, and able to travel. He had been poot- 
ly. He still remains in a very tried situation, ndt be- 
ing fully clear of the islands near Scotland. The see- 
eon being now far advanced, it don't hmt likely, if he 
should go, that it will be before spring. He calls for 
great sympathy' of all his friends. 1 have no^oubt 
of his l)elng preserved, and a good example of pa- 
tience; and in the lord's time, it will be manifest that 
all shall work together for good. Ho. desired, in a 
letter of his to me, to be remembercil to thy dear 
inother and all thjB famil}^, and Friends, as opportimi- 
ty offers. My love to his wife, his brother Jameei 
and Henry Drinker; and let them know I received 
their kind remembrance of me — to Nicholas Waliii 
(whom many Friends here remember with near affec- 
tion,) and to all their wives, and to all our friends and 
neighbours, as thy way may open for it. To dear 
''Joseph and Hannah; to dear Lydia, her husband, and 
dear children; to Hannah Walton, Thomas WaUn*- 
ley and wife, Thomas Knight and wife. 
' It may be, I may reach London about the next 
first month. I propose proceeding, after I have doiie 
with this county, to take a pretty direct line of meet- 
ings toward Bristol. May direct for me to the cafe 
•f John Townsend, Pewterer, London. ' 

My dear love to thy mother. I am, with ^ir k>^ 
"lo thyself, tb^ loving lather, • - . . ■* 

James Thobiitos; 
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ToJos^h Thornton. 
LeedSt Yorkshire^ 29th qf 9fh mo. 178a 

BKAS SON, 

I received thy letter, dated 10th of 8th mo. last 
I feel a sympathy with tbee in thy situation, and hope 
thou wilt be enabled to preserve thy mind cool and 
calm; labouring to keep thy place in the Truth, which 
is more precious, than the whole world. ** Many 
are the troubles of the righteous, but the Lord will de- 
liver out of them all.^' Wherefore, have a single eye 
to his guidance, manifesting a greater concern forth^ 
spiritual good; than for any worldly interest. May 
the Lord bless thee in thy endeavours for the fulfill* 
ing of thy religious concerns, and enable thee to bear 
all things with patience. 

My dear love to dear Hannah and little James, whf» 
may remember me. I was pleased to hear (hat the 
little boy could walk, which is exnressivc of his 
health and strengt'n. I Tiave written by the packet 
to thy dear mother and brother, and hope what di- 
rections I have given, will be satisfactory. My -love 
to thy dear mother, and inform her, at present I feej 
tfie best fashion, and get through my service?, to my 
own peace; though often find it very hard travellings 
I have written so much by the packet, there's less 
occasion to say much now. I hope thou wilt write 
from time to time, by every favourable opportunity. 
Remember me todearLydia, her husband and children ; 
Hannah Walton, and T. W. and wife, and all othcf 
friends, in thy freedom; to dear James, Nicholas 
Wain, James Pemberton, and Hienry Drinker; anij 
#Qier Friends in Philadelphia. Let Henry Drinker 
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know, I received hisaccepUiMeletUr^ dated the 26th 
of 7th mo. last. 

I remain with lo\-e to sell und wiie, thy loving fa- 
ther, 

James Tuohnton, 

To Mary THomiony Byberry. 

Munchesierj l.f/ of \Uh mo. 1788. 

DBARLY BELOVED WIFE, 

I wrote by the last pai*.ket* to thee and sona, 
which I hope came to hand. 1 have been at Kendal 
Quarterly Meeting in Westmoreland* at Lancaster 
and York Quarterly Meetings; also visited all the meet- 
ings in Yorkshire, except one,- -got to this place last 
second day evening, in as good health as usual, rather 
better of my afflicting complaint, which, time back, 
has made travelling very painful. I have been di- 
vinely favoured, so far as to get through my service 
to a good degree of sstisfr^^**^^: which njore thao 
makes up for all my sufferings, and hope I may h% 
preserved sensible of it, so as to persevere in my line 
of duty, with full dependance upon the tord, who 
puts forth his own, and goes before them. There are 
many small meetings of Friends; but the inhabitants 
coming in, they have in many places, been lai*ge 
crowded meetings, — ^generally open and satisfactory. 
My friend Richard Routh, (atwht»se house I am) hath 
been with me, nine or ten weeks, and been very help? 
ful, being a kind sympathising iricnd; and expectt 
to continue with me some time longer. His wife, 
who is a valuable public Friend, travelled with R^/ 
becca Wright, most of the time she was in England-^ 
the is very kind and respectful to me,' as indeed Friendf 
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in general afe. t find a close attention to service n'ecefr> 
pary in an humble dependanc.e upon the Lord, from time 
to time, ior fresh supplies of wisdom and strength to 
fulfil the work whercUhto he has been graciously 
pleased to call me, to his honour and my own peace.^ 
I often think of thee, anil the dear chilJren, with 
near affection, desiring your preservation in the best 
fhings, hoping thou will be mercifully favoured to 
bear the separation more comfortably, than thou could - 
have had any foresight of, and be strengthened to en- 
dure whatever may cast up in the affairs of this life, 
with paiience: and be guided in wisdom to get through 
them, to the honour of Truth, and thy own ])eace. 
Therefore, tny dear, make thy self easy and endeavouir - 
after a sense of the Lord^s goodness and mercy, so as 
to have an interest in his favour; which will avail us 
under all aflflictions, to his praise, and our mutual 
consolation and comfort. I ardently desire our dear 
children, in all their gettings, may get best wisdom: 
that through the whole of their conduct, they may 
manifest a godly concern to improve the j.best 
gifts to their own substantial good, in the things which 
make for real happiness, both here and hereafter; fill- 
ing up their line of duty ia thd cburch, according tp 
Divine appointment. I wish to hear from you by 
every opportunity. TellJames, I expect he will not 
fiail, as there is the packet from New York, besides 
other conveyances, to write, as it will much oblige 
me. I have near affection to dear Lydiar, her husband 
and children, and wish to be remembered to them, 
Hannah Walton, Jos_^ph aiid dear i'annah, James, T. 
W. and wife, and all my friends and neighbours, as 
opportunity may offer; to H. D., Hannah Pcmberton, 
J. Pemberton, Nicholas \faln, and their wives, D. 
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OfflejT and his parents, Samuel Smith mnd wife, and 
all who may inquire after me, within our own month- 
1y meeting, and Abington, &c. Let this sufBce for 
the present In near affection, I salute thee in that 
love that time nor distance cannot diminish, and am 
thy sympathising husband, 

James Thorktob. 

Dear John Femberton is now in London, nol 
yet released: a singular instance of patience in his 
tried situation. I have no fear about him, but that in 
the Lord's time all will be well. I hear George Dill- 
wyn and wife are there also. He has been in France 
twice, and returned to London, well satisfied with his 
^isit I expect to move from hence next second day 
towards Bristol, and from thence to London, where I 
expect to arrive somewhere about the first month 
next* John Pemberton desires to be remembered to 
thee and children, also my beloved companion and 
wife's love is to you. 
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The mtmorj of the just is blepsed. — Prw. x. 7. 

Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost. 

■I-"' " * >* '■ ' -"'J-' ■■'' J!' "^M -JM' . I. > I. I J I.. | . ■ 

' No. S. SIXTH MONTH, 1831. Vol. i / 

Ab/M and ObsermtibnSy on some Semarkabie 
events and cireumstancesj iMefiy relating to th(r 
Hme^tke Ameriean Bevotiition. 

Extracts from the writings of John Hunt, who resided near 
Hooreetown, New Jersej; 

t tbink it was in they^ar 1766, that Thomas Gaw* 
thnc^iMle fpomOIA Bii^«id,.on a visit, and was at 
out Aeetiiig.^ In'-hit publie testimony, be said, << I 
am not come the third time i&to this wildernesB coun- 
try to sew pillows to the armhoieii of the people. No, 
I am xgtt come to cry peace, but a sword. There is 
a bright, ^lished, glittering sword prepared for this 
nation. ^^ 

Not for from tiiis time, the hedges died all over 
dj^'J^erseys and' Pennsylvania in one sommer; and I 
fl|fember to haW heard <|ld Robert Willis, in his 
testimony at otir mating, mention something con- 
cerning it, that the Lord had taken away the out- 
ward hedges, and that he would take awny the in* 
ward hed^e, and mentioned soothing ooncerning 
th^besom of destruction. 

The 11th of 4th month, 1771, 1 was at a meeting 
Wil^ my cousin William. Htm^ lit Upper Sprin^eld, 
wherein be told us to note it Awn that he said, he 
lid but littk k>pe of this- generation; but it was his 
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belief that the ntet generation would make a better 
progress in the truth. He said he believed there 
• were little lad^ there that would live to see it At a 
meeting at Evesham be chropt some worda to this ef- 
fect; that the time drew n«ur in which he belkved 
the truth would spread and shine more gloriously, 
though there might be a time of probation and trial 
first; and signified, tiie man was grown thi^ would 
live to see it 

The 5th of lltb month, 1774, I went to Evediam 
-to a meeting appointed for Robert Walfc^, from Old 
England. He told us of the many favours and warn- 
ings we had had, aoj^ whether we would (^oo5e or 
refuse, the Lord would have a people. That be 
would call others if we refused^ and that the day was 
dawned, that would never be tomiy eclipsed; and 
that the indigoation and wrath of the Almighty would 
be poured out on this land, in a very great degree, if 
the people did not return; and that Ood would be 
clear, and his sewants would be clear, and our blood 
would be upon our own heads. He reminded us of 
the many warnings we have had, and threatenings of 
wars, and of trouble in times pai^ and of the Indian 
wars, and of tlie cruel oppression of the uegioes in the 
southern provinces, and mentioned som^hing of aHi 
overflowing scouif|ee that would j>ass over tlus land. • 

^5th of 5ih month, 1774. At this time there was 
a melancholy aspect on the trees of. the woods and 
fruit trees, they being eat very bare in many places 
by the caterpillar: so that the trees, looked mwte 
like winter thwi £|)ring. There waj also a very -un- 
common late frost this^ipring, so that the leaves \fenr 
killed, and the woocte looked in places as if fires nacl 
passed. Tbercj were, also 4ocusts in great numb«|;s 
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in many^laces several years beljre the catcrpilkrs 
came. These loousts and caterpillars appearing in 
such vast numbers I have thought had some resem- 
blance to great armies* See Joel xu 23. <^ And I 
will restwe to you the years that the locust hath eatetii,^ 
the canker worm and ^e caterpillar^ and the palmer * 
worm, my great army which I sent among you.'' ^ 

The small pox and measles went through the coun- 
try pretty generally before the war broke out 
Amongst sundry othei^ things very uncommon and 
strange in oii^ land, some years before these troubles 
came on, there were many dogs went mad, and bit 
other creatures, and they went mad, and many horses, 
cows, and other sorts of creatures were lost that way 
in our neighbourhood, — ^they dying in a most fright- 
ful strange manner. Some years before that, there 
was a grievous distemper amongst the dogs, and many 
died very strange and uncommon. 

A few years before the war began, pride and a love 
for earthly treasure did seem to be growing fast in 
our nation, excess and superfluity of almost every 
sort, in houses, furniture, and dresS. The old peo- 
ple seemed to be going fast into the earth, and the 
young people into the air. Many people let out their 
affections after fine horses, and that was a very great 
snare to the youth. Keligion seemed to be much 
like a fable at that time. Bui now the waves c^ con- 
fusion did exceedingly arise and dash one against ano- 
ther; as John Woolman prophesied, the time would 
cdme^ when the enemies of righteousness would dash 
one against another and make a tenible rattle, and 
tiiey should ^ievously torment and afflict one ano- 
ther. 

It is good in the days of prosperity, to remember 
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the deayB of advf^ty. In the wrUiogg of So|^ui 
Hume, I remwrked som« words on this wise; th^not 
aU the enemies and^ pef9ecutipi|i that ever rose up 
agui»t religioa, did it tbut Hurt that prosperity had 
done;afi^ tbat where tiie lAviiatioo^ aadftvouraof 
Providenee were not regarded^ judg^ieaifcdlowed. 
In tile time of great proBpfBrity, wjien the fsitness of 
the jeaitb was dK}wered down in a plentiful manner 
iqKNn ui) we were too mueh Hfce the hrute animals^ 
who eat the fruit ignder the tree, and look not iiiom 
whence it ccHaes. Oppression inereiised throng 
worldly imndedness. ^^ Tb^ idols were upon th^ 
hearts^ and upon their cattle; the carriages were heavy 
laden*^bey were a burden ta the weary beasts'' — as 
the pi^het Isaiah expresses himself in hia day. 

In this time of great plenty, this nation seemed to 
have the otkr of the dew of Imven as w^ as the &t- 
ness of the earth, with the upper as well as the nether 
springs. Tl^e ministers of Christ were sent from the 
east 9^ from the west, from the north and from the 
south, amongst ua^ like clouds filled with rain. But 
good sennops in that day of ease, fulness of bread 
and abundance of idleness, w^re to many, too much 
like musie to a sleepy maai. Jeremiah yii. 2S, <^ Since 
the day that your fathers came forth out. of the Iai|d 
of Bgypt, until this day, I have sent unto you all my 
servants, the pifophets^ daily, rish^ up early and f^sA- 
ing thei)[i$ yet &k^ he^kWd not unto me." 

Nqw these times of ^reat oomnuxtlbn ^ame ^n iast^ 
I reniembered the privileges and blessings we esy^y* 
ed in daye past, the peace and plenty we^ were,^ 
voured with, ai)d the government we h^ lived mi» 
der; but now all civil government seemed to be brok* 
en up by t(ie j9{niit of confusions all tiple and >cs«Qry« 
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iag en bosineM very^ mxKh nuorred. ' Nothing but 
wastingand des^etion appearecl. The way of peace 
too little known. In the days <^ great {nrosperity, I 
often" thought peq)le made too mueh mIo on every 
trifling oecasion; when we visited one^ anotiiery ^ 
raising of buildings^ i«d eqiecbUy at weddings. Oix 
the feasting and drinking^ and excess people did run 
into. I often thought the tkne mi^t come when we 
should have to. think of those tilings^ In Jeremiah 
Yii. IB. <^The chikhreif gather wood> and the fathers 
kindle the fiie^ aad the women knead their dough to 
make cakes to the queen of heaven, and to pour out 
drink offerings unto other gods, that they may^ pro- 
voke me to anger. Do they not provoke themselves 
to the confusion of their own face?'^ 

1776. We had heard much of the calamities of 
war at New England and there away. This spring 
there was great noise and confusion about going to 
learn war, all over our neighbosiirhood. A company 
of men at Ebdnborough went to exercise, and one of 
their guns being loaded, he that had it not knowing 
it, it went off in his hand, and shot the load through 
another man that had a faauly. Another company 
met together this spring at Woodbury, and felling out 
concerning going to the wars, one struck another with 
his fist several times, and killed him dead. This 
spring 1 took particular ndtice of two lads at our meet- 
ing whose dress seemed to bespeak thenv disposed for 
war. One of them, soon after, was at Keys' mill, and 
there got to fighting with one of iht neighbour's boys, 
who pulled him down stain3,tand he was killed. The 
other went to camp this summer, ait York; he being 
caught several times asleep on his guwd, news came 
to his parent^ ihat he was to suffer death for it; 
9* - 
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whicfa thrMr thmn into Vwp gre»l troobte* Bot h^ 
was papd^Bod and came borne A few weeks ftfteritfiard% 
so poor^ he 6o«ld fai^dly ko^ about. 

Early dus q>ring tfaere was a »eetiitge<if confer* 
^ee^ held at oar meeting house, for the steeagtiieii- 
ing of FViende in these thne^ of eemmotti>iti Mark 
Reeve watlhei^ and hsri a great deal to say. Han- 
nah Fester, also spokeieetniii^y' with adeq> end true 
concern, and told us we had aa angry €rod to deal 
with. John Sleeper was at JoXxr laeeting some moi^lis 
afterwards, and lold us that God Was anj^, i|)eiBtkilig 
after the manner of men. 

1770, dth month. Now did troubles and confu- 
sion begin to increase. Friends haying their goods 
takeh from them for not contributing to theaupport of 
war. This fall there was great rumour of war, and 
a very great stop to business both in town and coun- 
try. About the middle of 12th month, there was 
great talk of pressing men to go to w^, imd very 
great fear fell on our young men in general) n^any 
strove to keep themselves hid for fear of being forc- 
ed to go to war, for the army now began to approach 
so near as Burlitigton and there away. It was said 
t hat many of our young men fled to barrens and cedar 
swamps at this time^ In 12th month they tore up 
and destroyed inmost, if not aU, the big bri(%es be- 
tween Philadelphia and Mount HoUy, to keep the 
English army from oeming along; and great compa- 
nies of men gathered together at Haddonfield and 
Moorestown. 19th of 12th moftib^ The soldiers 
took our meeting houae to lodge in, and it was so 
thronged we coold not iuAd our week d^ meetings 
and so we held a little. m^tiag at Joshua Bispham's^ 
which I believe waa of aerviee to.sopae* The other 
room was full of soldiers most of the time. 
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It ivas but a wtek bef(»e tUs time that the peo* 
pie of Moorestown were, by reports, in full expeeta* 
tten q£ seeing the English army come in at the other 
end of the town; aikl 1 4id expect it bdbre meeting 
hroke tip^ , Now did things b^n to rise to most e»- 
oessiire prioes, both in town and country. See Jer. 
if* ^^ a sound of battle is in thels^, and greet destruc- 
tion-^^ 

d4th <tf leth monOi^ 1776« About this time, thmgs 
did work in a strange manner. About the 15th of. 
l^th Month, gretft li^r fell on our neighbourhood; 
we being in fuH e:xpeetation of the English army 
down upon^; so that these was great ado, moving 
goods, and tdk of hiding earthly treassure: and I sup- 
pose a greatt ded of that was done in many plaees. 
But things seemed to tarn very strange and unex- 
pected. About the 2Zd of 12th month the two ar- 
mies met at Mount Holly and had a skirmish. The 
Americans were drove out erf the town, and came 
badt to Moorestowii; and by reports, the Hessians, 
or the English party, did strip «aany very much at 
that time in Mouttt Holly. May l^ twenty years 
before, Mount Holly was a remarkably highly fa- 
voured place. 

But there was an admirable strange turn, for as w^ 
repoHeA about the 26th of the-iAonth, a vary stormy 
day, some hundreds of the Hessians, or of the En- 
glish party, were taken prisoners at Trenton, and 
brought to Philadelphia, and. the rest drove back to- 
wards Brunswick. 

About this time there was motanful wodt, t^ing 
up several ht flie leading <* active roen^ftwne of onie 
side, and. sotit^ of «ie othef> too ^siiouti to mention 
in particdar. Stifee pul in prison on sunpi^n ef 
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being ptrty takers cm ose mde^ aad some m the 
other. 

About the 22dof 1^ months 1777, there were very 
g^reat eommotions and tronUes amonget na. ¥tafk 
were afraid of travelltDg the great roads, beeanie of 
the sohliers: Six of pur neighboors bemg taken up, 
pressed, and put in Burlington jail, beeaiHe they 
would not sign, or associate with them. Some others 
did sign, and so were sent home, on condition to re- 
turn to them when called on. This was a very aore 
trying time to many in Evesham who had lived care- 
lessly. Remember the inhabitants of Laidb« See 
Jer. XV. 19. "Let them return unto thee, but return 
not thou unto tiiem. And I will make thee unto this 
people a fenced brazen wall, and they shall fight 
against thee; but they shall not prevail a^inst thee, 
for I am with thee to save thee, and to deliver thee, 
saith the Lord." 

About this time, Mark Miller and Thomas Red- 
man were put in Gloucester prison for reac^Bg an 
epistle from the meeting for sufiering? held at Phila- 
delphia, dated the 21st of l^th month, 1776. 

There were such reports and noise about pressing 
men, that we seemed to expect to meet with the 
trial every day and every hour. 

1st month J36th, 1777. We were told as we were 
going to our meeting, that the soldiers intend^ to he 
there to press men. . But the meeting was quiet. 
After it closed, we found them at the door; that is, 
two men in the road, one had a gun and a bayonet 
fixed; they stopped some^ and ordered and pressed 
them to meet them the nei^t Fourth day, but let many 
pass without interruption . It is strange to think how 
hardened we seemed to fat to these trials. Gr^^ 
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stupidity and hikewarmness preirailed. Yet this 
proved a Tisry qlose trial to some of our neigblM)uring 
wommi, on account of their sons and hiisbands^ there 
b&kg much expectation of their being taken to prisoRi 
or before some of the great rulers. 

d9th» Many of our Friends of Chester n^et the ^ap* 
tain^ who .seemed very moderate: tiiey not coming to 
any result^ adjourned to next Seventh day. Accord- 
ing^ on Seventh day, the Ist of 3d month. Friends 
that were pressed met them again^ and one of them^ 
!• Lippincolt, said he believed if they had not got 
together quietly in the meeting liopse, it seemed to 
him they would have marched them off. Some that 
w^re obliged to go/ strove hard for i1^ and used many 
hard words. However it did not seem to me the 
trial would be very hard that time, though the noise 
and commotion was very ^reat. The captain was 
very moderate to our Friends. He and some of them 
went down to Haddonfield to the governor, and our 
Friends got rdeased. J. Roberts' wagon was press- 
ed and taken from the meetiqg house this day. 

About the time above mentioned, there were ser- 
vants pressed, out at Evesham, and some about Mount 
Holly, and taken prisoners up to the general; some 
had a ri^t among Friends. It was said the general 
was pretty moderate with them, and discharged most 
of them, ej^ept some who had been exercising a lit- 
tle. Thi$ by aoeount^ was a very close sifting time 
with them. Soma were cleared on examination, by 
pleading in^nnity which they had been subject to. 
I was told, some of them wjien they came back, 
looludd a^ if they had bad a fit of sickness. This was 
a v«rf ^jng^time to many that were forced to leave 
tlmr £gni^iea in a very sorjnowfuL manner. I was 
told one of them quite sweat through fear. 
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At tfie time the press company went about^ there 
were several very comicsJ occurrences, which to re- 
late in full, would seem more jocose, than serious. 
People being in great lear, took frights, when there 
was no occasion, and so false alarms were raised, 
which flew so fast, they could not be stopped till they 
spread several miles. And somethings a little re- 
markable happened to som^ youiig men that fled to 
get out of this trouble; they met with losses, and re- 
tumied home. 

2d month 16th. I went to Gloucester jail, with 
my friend Joshua Evans to see our frienxte Thomas 
Redman and Ma^k Miller, who were there yet con- 
fined in jail. We had a kind of little meeting with 
them, which was to great satisfaction. The new 
sherifF was with us, with whose company we were 
well pleased; he being very courteous to us, and our 
friends in prison, and we had to rejoice together in 
that love which the prison walls cannot debar us from. 

21st There was an uncommon distemper seemed 
to be going about at this time. It was something 
like a pleurisy, mostly beginning in the head, and so 
working down to the stomach; of which many were 
suddenly taken away. 

3d mo. 6th. The powerful language of mortality, 
was almost ^aily sounded in our ears; about this time 
abundance died in our neighbourhood. We heard of 
burials almost every day. There was a preat snow 
at this time; it was a very cold severe time^ and dif- 
ficult travelling any how, so that we heard but Ktfle 
of the noise of the war for several weeks. 

14th. We heard of burials almost every day, some 
thought it was ^le same disorder the soldiers died so 
fast with in Miiladelphia, called the bamp ifeVer. The 
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amall-pox and measlet begun to get about; and tfiere 
was a yepj awfid language in our land at this time, 
•tbougjb the cloud of epnTusion was a little gone at 
pnesent 

4th mQ. 15th. Went to Sveshamy to a meeting of 
conference concerning the trials of thj^^iimes, and to 
endeavour to strengthen . one another, which was to 
little purpose, I believe. 

1 1th of Stit mo. There was almost a continual roar- 
ing of cs^nnon doiyn the river, be}ow Philadelphia, 
and a dismal battle fought between the Americans 
and the English; a great many were killed and wound- 
ed on both sides, as wasreported. The English gain-* 
ed the victory. 

18th. Went to Haddpnfield Quarterly meeting. At 
this time there were very ^I'eat commotions, by reason 
of the strug^ings of the powers of the earth. The 
English being now arrived at Philadelphia, many 
that opposed them were put to fltght> and gr^t ad|o 
there was, moving famili^ and goods from the town; 
and there was a great debate in this meeting, amongst 
Friends, whether it would beb^st to attend the Year- 
ly meeting. Some of the foremost rank spoke very 
discouraging; but at length a small number of Friends 
were appointed to attend the said Yearly meeting; 
and they went down to the ferry, but could not get 
over, the boai^^ing all sent away, to prevent any 
passing. And dreadful work there was at this time, 
pressing wagons and horses. Many Friends having 
their wagons and horses taken from diem, to carry 
off stores; and such doings as this made many afraid 
to travel Ae great roads; and so private roads were 
sought for,, and some travelled by night, for fear of 
being pressed. 
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lOtk mow 4th. There wm a dretdM ttoise of gans, 
and roaring of cannon^ over iti Pemisjiira^iia. The 
most violent firing of guns, I believe, that was ever 
yet heard in our parts. 

11th. This day there was a most dreadfal roaring 
of cannon, in the river. 

12th. We went to oar meeting, and the cannon 
fired so hard, they seemed to jar Ae Meettng-4iouse. 

16th. After meeting, a soldier or <^cer came 
amongst the people, to press wagons; several pleaded 
with him, and got off safe with their wagons^ that 
time. Bat at Haddonfield, Friends^ wagons and 
horses w«re pressed almost ev^ry meeting-day, about 
this time. Yet did indifference and lukewarmness 
much prevail. See Amos, iv. 10. *^I have sent 
among you the pestilence after the manner of Egypt, 
your young men have I slain with the sword, and 
have tak^n away vour horses. I have mmle the ^nk 
of your camps to come up into your nostrils, yet hiave 
yt not returned unto me, saith tiie Lord.^' 

23d. Just as we were ready to set off to meeting, 
there came amah, and asked if we would take in, c^ en* 
tertain, a family that Was afraid of being taken by the 
Hessian army, which were at Haddonfiekt, and it was 
si^d were going to MoorestoWn. I thought best to 
leave them at their liberty. The man went back, and 
immediately the family came, that is, apiian, his wife, 
and twochildren. The woman and one of the chil- 
dren were crying; they would persuade ^m not to go 
to meeting; but I felt most easy to go. When we came 
to Moorestown, there was a great uproar, and the peo- 
ple ixjjected the Hessians every hour. Wfien the 
meeting had been gathered a little while, there ^^W a 
great uproar and noise in the street, and an OUftory 
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that they were coining. A man came to the M eeting- 
houise door and <ialled a Friend out^ and said they 
would be here, in five minutes time. Whereupon, 
some Friends went out, and went home; but the most 
part were favoured to sit still. There'was a constat 
roaring of cannon all this while, which jarred the 
house; but at I^t came one that even shook the walls, 
and very much surprisied the people; women turned 
pale, and began to cry; but sat still, and seemed to 
get over the shock. These cannon seemed so hard, I 
thought it was likely they were in the lower end of 
the town, which was the more dreadful. When we 
came out of meeting, aU seemed still and quiet, and 
we found it was a false alarm; there were no Hessians 
nearer than Haddonfieid. It was said that great shock 
was a ship blown up. 

lith mo. 2d. Our meeting wa^ quite silent and un- 
disturbed, though a great number of soldiers had 
lodged there the night before. The Jersies being 
now much filled with soldiers, almost every few 
days they were going to a fort down the river, against 
Woodbury; and those Hessians that were at Haddon- » 
field had a battle with the Americans, and were beaten, 
and returned back to Philadelphia, the 23d of 10th mo- 

17Ui. I was at Salem Quarterly meeting — it was 
very quiet, though it was a very distressing time to 
me, by reason of the troubles, and noises of guns, 
and wsurs now much prevailing. 

23d. The soldiers lodged very commonly in our 
Meeting-house, about this time, yet we were not 
much disturbed, only with the wounded and sick, and 
it smelt ugly. See Amos, iv. 10. 

27th. I went to our meeting, and before I got very 
near, I heard a drUm; and expecting the Meeting- 
10 
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house and town was full of soldiers, I would have 
made excuses, and turned back, if I dare, especially 
when I came in sight, and saw so vast an army all 
about the Meeting-house. There was no proqiect, at 
first, of having a meeting, the pbice was so crowded; 
but in a little time, they all, or the thickest part of 
them, marched upwards, and we were favoured with 
a quiet meeting; but these were poor low times with 
me. All hard — ^the heavens as brass, and the earth 
as iron. 

12th mo. 4th. Our meeting was very much dis- 
turbed by some men that came to press wagons. It is 
said they took six or seven away, or ordered Friends 
to go to Holly to load, &c. 

7th. Our meeting was favoured with quietude, and 
pretty clear of soldiers. 

2d mo. 26th, 1778. Very dreadful prospects as to 
the outward, stripping, and driving, and tearing away 
earthly possessions. 

3d mo. 5th. Samuel Hopkins, from Philaddphia, 
had very acceptable service at our meeting. Not- 
, \vithstanding the gloomy prospect as to the outward, 
we were favoured with sweet quietude, and comfort- 
ed together without any interruption, though the meet- 
ing day before at that place, was much otherwise. 

4th of 6th mo., at night, th^^ came between thirty 
and forty militia men and quartered with us till Se- 
venth-day following. A sad wicked crew they were, 
yet took very little from us. 

7th of 6th mo., I went to Haddonfield Monthly 
Meeting. When I had got about a mile from home, 
I met some Friends coming back, who told several of 
us that the English army was about a mile on the 
road, and coming this way, which seemed something 



d by Google 



NOTES AND 0B8X&TATI0NS. Ill 

surprising to all of us, and a pretty close trial to us 
to leare our families at such a time. After some dis- 
course, we seemed to take courage, and fear went off' 
and all set off together. The rep(^ being so straight, 
we could not expect any ojther, but that we should gi9 
immediately amongst Uiem. However, we had not 
gone far, before we met some soldiers; but they were 
not English. They behaved very civil, and let us 
pass} and we passed several other companies of sol- 
diers, but had no interruption — ^had a quiet good 
meeting. 

About the 18th, 19th, and 201h, the British army 
marched up from Philadelphia, through the Jersies. 
Some part went up through Evesham, and part through 
Moorestown; and a most dismal time of trial and 
stripping it was^ they plundering the houses, and tak- 
ing away horses, and creatures of every sort Some 
fisimilies were exceedingly stripped, and some fared 
much better than they could expect. To be particu- 
lar in this relation, wotdd be too extensive a work for 
me; yet this much I remark, that in this dismal storm 
or shower, there was but few lives lost down this 
way; only one that we were certain of, and two housed 
burnt down in Evesham. In this dreadful time, we 
were favoured, for they came not to our house; though 
they were all round amongst our neighbours— except 
a very few of our neighbours escaped their company. 
The 20th, they were at Moorestown, and we expect- 
ed they would come every hour, and at last Uiere 
came three; but they were deserters, and behaved 
well. 

7th mo. 12th. At our meeting, Joshua Evans spoke 
very dose and tight, to some of the elderiy sort. 
The storm, however dreadful, whilst it was over our 
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heads, seemed to have little good effect on the 
people. Now the armies of all sorts being ^ne away 
to the eastward, market opened again, and people fell 
on to trading, and struggling after the treasures of the 
earths 

11th mo. 18th. Now as to the wars and commo- 
tion hereaway, we have enjoyed much quiet a consi- 
derable time. But there was an alarm of another kind 
as much, if not more awful to some, and Uiat was an 
uncommon kind of a worm which bred in the ^in 
of the wheat, which eat out and turned to a fly ; and 
they were so far mulliplied about Salem, that their 
bread w^ generally much hurt with it. 



Reflections by a young Femaky at the age of se- 
venteen , found amongst her papers ^ at her de- 
cease. 

About a twelvemonth ago, I remember feeling a 
great resignation and sweetness. I think I then knew 
what is meant by the "silence of all flesh;'* a feeling 
very- diffioult to attain^ but which,, I am convinced, 
every true Christian must strive for, till it is attained. 
For many months past, I have believed it my duty to 
do so; to endeavour to feel a mental stillness, or a to- 
tal resignation of feeling and cessation from thinking; 
and in this state to wait for the influences and teach- 

ngs of Divine Grace and Truth on the heart When 
we attain this stillness, Hie Holy Spirit directs us what 

do, what to pray for, and how to pray, and shows 
us when vocal supplication is required of us, and 
when secret, mental prayer, is most acceptable to 
the Father of Spirits. 



d by Google 



KJEfLICnONS. 113 

I have often felt anxious to know what is real re- 
ligion; I have entreated my Heavenly Guide to lead 
me into it, however painful, a mirrender of heart and 
life may be; for, without that, there is no true and 
lasting peace to be found, and no preparation for the 
enjojrment of the Divine presence, in a state of per- 
fect holiness^ hereafter. 

I have, at difierent times, been desirous to know 
whether that profession in which I have been educat- 
ed, is the right one for me to retain, or whether any 
other form of worship would be more acceptable to 
God, from me. I never made use of vocal supplica- 
tion on the subject; but I believe my secret prayers 
were accepted by Him who knew the sincerity in 
which they were addressed. 

After waiting to be instructed, my desires are at 
length fully answered; for inward revelation assures 
me, that mine must be a religion of stillness, and to- 
tal resignation of self; that whether the feeling of de- 
votion excited, be that of prayer, praise, gratitude, or 
adoration, I must be immediately influenced by the 
Spirit of Christ, before I can feel union and commu- 
nion with my Heavenly Father, which, (whether in 
words or not,) constitutes alone the essence of worship. 
I feel convinced that whatever the outward form of 
worship may be, the only true and acceptable ofier- 
ing, is a sacrifice of the heart; and the more I feel of 
a devotional spirit, the more I am led to be still, and 
not to look for instrumental aid; for I feel that Christ, 
the inward Teacher and Comforter, is all-suflBcient, 
and that He is waiting to do me good. In these pre- 
cious moments, I feel any ministry a burden, that is 
not prompted by the immediate inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit, for any but such ministry must break 
10* 
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that inward stillaess^ in which the Divine will is 
shown to us, and heavenly consolations are adminis- 
tered. I often keep silence, (mentally,) that I may 
renew my strength; then I mount, as on "eagle's 
wings/' Till within the last year I knew but little, 
if any thing, of thi» stillness, and my d|fVotions con- 
sisted chiefly of supplication and praise, and some- 
times of gratitude to the Supreme Being. Now on a 
bed of sickness, perhaps of death, (being in a very 
precarious state,) I feel confirmed in the assurance, 
that in mental stillness only, is to be felt that peace, 
and joy, and union with our Maker, which is, and 
ever will be, the Christian's only hope and confidence 
in the solemn and certain hour of dissolution. 



Memoir of Mary Berry. 

It is more for tht sake of obUioiAg further information respecting 
thift dedicated handmaid, than to present the reader with a regular 
biographical sketch of her life a«id character, that the following brief 
notice is inserted. Should any of the friends or relations of Mary 
Berry, be poiiessed of any manuscripts^ or further account of her 
public labours or private character, that might be profitable to sur- 
vivors, th^ pages of the Miscellany will be open for their reception. 

In the year 1788, Mary Berry visited Friends in 
the counties of Philadelphia and Chester, in the ex- 
ercise of her gift as a minister of the gospel. She 
was then a member of Third Haven Monthly meet- 
ing, on the Eastern Shore of Maryland. And in the 
year following, she opened to hcT Friends a religious 
concern to visit those not professing with Friends, in 
Dorchester and Caroline counties, with an openness in 
her mind, to visit some of the people called Nicholites. 
Thi* visit of love having been performed, she was fur- 
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nished with a Minute of the concurrence of the Month- 
ly, meeting, in order to attend the Yearly meetings of 
Maryland and Virginia; and in the 8th month, 1792, 
a like Minute was granted her to attend Carolina 
Yearly meeting, and to travel in Truth's service, in 
the Southern States. She returned from this visit in 
the 4th month, and informed her Friends of the con- 
tinuance of her concern to labour further in those 
parts; in unity therewith, a new certificate was fur- 
nished by Friends, at the next Monthly meetingr 

On her return from these arduous labours, she in- 
formed her Friends, that agreeable to prospect, she had 
visited some of the meetings of Friends on die West- 
ern Shore of Maryland and Virginia, most 6f those 
in North Carolina, and all in South Carolina and Geor- 
gia, which afforded peace and satisfaction of mind, on 
her return home; <*and,'' said she, <' demands ac- 
knowledgements of gratitude to the arm of Divine 
sufficiency, who has strengthened and sustained in the 
various difficulties attending/' 

In the year following, she made a visit to the iami- 
lies of Friends at Motherkill and Three Runs; and in 
the 12th month, spread before the Monthly meeting, 
** in a lively and affecting manner, that she had, for a 
considerable time, felt a concern,, under a prospect of 
some religious service in the City of Annapolis.*' This 
concern was united with, and a minute of the concur- 
rence of her Friends, furnished on the occasion. 

In the dd month, 17^5, she opened a concern to 
visit some of the West India Islands. This subject 
called forth the feeling sympathy and. unity of her 
Friends, and in the 8th month, they^ve her the fol- 
lowing certificate: 

"The bearer hereof, our dear and ancient Friend, 
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Mary Berry, a minister of the Grospel, well esteem- 
ed amongst the brethren, and of an exemphory and 
pious life and conversation, having, in a weighty mi&n- 
ner, spread before a former sitting of this meeting, a 
concern which had for sfome years rested on her mind, 
to pay a visit in Goq^el love, to. some of tiie Weit 
India Islands, particularly to Barbadoes; and the sub- 
ject having, several times, been under our solid deli- 
beration, and much sjrmpathy being felt, with desires 
for her preservation and support, under the trials and 
difficulties which may fall to her lot, — ^a* general free- 
dom was felt, and expressed, to jdeld her up to the ser- 
vice, to proceed therein as Truth may <^n and direct 
her way, under the guidance of the great Shepherd 
who, when he putteth forth his own, graciously eon- 
descends to go before them. We. commend her to 
his disposal and holy care, and to the sympathy and 
attention of all Christian people, where her lot may 
be cast, .desiring that in this dedication of heart tp 
her Master's service, she may experience that peace 
whkh is the reward of obedience^ 

Given forth from a Monthly meeting of men and 
women Friends, held for conducting the affiiirs of the 
Church at Third Haven, in Talbot county. State of 
Maryland, in North America, the 13th day of the 8th 
month, 17B5.^' 

The above certificate and concern, ^^ having obtained 
the concurrence of the Quarterly meeting, as also the 
meeting of Ministers and Elders in Philadelphia, as 
expressed by their endorsements made on said certi- 
ficate, the same was returned to Third Haven Month- 
ly meeting; — it api)earing that a suitable passage had 
not occurred for her going to those places, (it being a 
time of war,) and her advanced age and bodily infir- 
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mitjr^ being now . such at to render it unsuitable for 
her to undertake the voyage, together with the diffi- 
culty and uncertainty of the passage. It is thought 
proper to take in the said certificate, hoping the de- 
dication of her mind to this important service, may 
prove an acceptable ofiering.'^ . 

In the winter of 1790, 2d month, Mary Berry ac- 
companied Job Scott to a number of meetings, on Uie 
Eastern Shore of Maryland, and in Delaware State, 
of whom Job writes thus: — ^''Dear Mary Berry is 
one of the most skilful labourers 1 have ever known. 
She bows to the root, keeps down to the life, there- 
by works through wonderfully; and mostly, in the 
end, reigns triumphantly.'' 

At. a meeting at Motherkill, he says, ^< Dear 
Mary Berry lifted up her voice like one of the 
sweetest singers of Israel. She is not only ad- 
vancetl in years, but I think, as thoroughly ^redeem- 
ed from the earth, and from amongst men,' and her 
affections as much set on things above, ds any one I 
ever saw, without exception, and she shines aco#rd- 
ingly. May every such illustrious example animate 
the minds of all that behold their beauty, and engage 
them to press forward through all the crowds of op- 
position, to the mark, foi» the prize of the high call- 
ing. I think she is the most bowed in prayer; lies 
Ihe lowest, and rises the most in the purity, with the 
least of creaturely animation, and most of divine life, 
of almost any I have known. Oh! that this may be- 
come more and more the case in our Society, as well 
as throughout the earth. Great is the need of amend- 
ment herein, not only among others, but mournfolly 
so among us." 

For several of the. last years of her life, Mary 
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Berry was mostly eonined to her own room^ except 
going to meeting. Such was her bodily infirmity 
that wrhen appar^stly unable to stand alone, die would 
frequently rise in meeting and^q>eak with life and 
power for a considerable time, without appearing to 
be fatigued; evidently supported by supernatural 
strength, and verifying the apostles assertion, << He 
that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quidcen 
your mortal bodies, by his qmit that dwelleth in you. ^ 
She was diligent in ^e attendance of meetings, al- 
ttiou^ residing about three miles distant, evea idien 
her bodily strength had so hr failed, that Ae had to 
be carHed from her carriage, to her seat m the galle- 
ry, and back. Thus, supported by the Divine Ufe, 
her zeal for truth, and love to her friends, continued 
to the close of her useful and exemplary life, and she 
departed in peace. 



Testimony concerning Richard Cooper. 

Qn tiie third day of the Tenth month, 1820, our es* 
teemed friend Richard Cooper d^Mirted this life, at 
about the age of one hundred years. He was a de^ 
scendant of the greatly oppressed Africans, a native 
of the Island of Barbadoes, and by birth a dave. At 
the age of twelve or fourteen years, he was brought 
to this country and sold; having frequently changed 
owners, he at length became the propwty of a mem- 
ber of the society of Friends; and at the time of the 
total emancipation, by the sodety, of its slaves, he 
was liberated from an unmerited and unjust bondage. 
About this time he became convinced of the effi- 
cacy of the religious principles of Friends, which he 
ascribed to the tender care and frequent admonitions 
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of his mistr^w, in directing his mind to the princi- 
ple of Divine Grace and truth in the heart He was 
a frequent attender of Friends^ meetings, and in ad- 
vanced life, requested to be admitted a member of the 
society, and was received. His conduct and conver- 
sation corresponding in good degree, with his profes- 
sion, he became generally respected and beloved. 

By the people of colour in his neighbourhood, he 
was consulted in most matters of controversy in which 
they were interested, and his good counsel always 
tended to, and often effected, an amicable adjustment 
of differences. He appeared generally concerned to 
promote frienddiip and brotherly love; and in his 
friendly visits, he mostly had a word of religious ex- 
hortation. Having no school learning, and being de- 
sirous for advancement in the knowledge of best 
things, he would, when opportunities offered, request 
the scriptures of truth and other good books to be 
read for him; esteeming them valuable in directing 
the mind to that source from whence all true wisdom 
comes. In his last ^kness he expressed a thankful- 
ness that Fri^dds had received hini into membership, 
and that he had been so favoured as not to have been 
burdensome, and hoped that his conduct had brought 
no reproach upon the society. It was truly comfcHl- 
able to visit him; not murmuring nor complaining, 
he appeared thankful and resigned, numbering the 
many mercies and blessings which had been bestow- 
ed upon him, having a word of consolation or encour- 
agement to all. He expressed a desire for the pros- 
perity of the society, and particularly for the rising 
generation, that they might be willing to take the 
yoke of Christ upon them, and so become strength- 
eners to their elder brethren, and fitted to stand firm 
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in the ^ause of trutb^ of which he said th^ never 
would have cause to repent 

Upon taking leave of those who visited him, he 
generally expressed sometliing to them by way of 
blessing. His last advice to his children was, that 
they should not fall out about the litde stuff he had 
to leave behind him. Through the gradual decay of 
nature^ his long and useful life was brought to a dose, 
and the belief is entertaiaed, that he has entered into 
the rest prepared for the righteous. 

To record the christian virtues of the deceased^ that 
we m^y imitate their example, is sanctioned by that 
voice which spake from heavan^ sayings '^ write, 
blessed are the dead which die in the Lord froni hence- 
forth: yea, saith the spirit, that they may rest from 
their labours^ and their works do follow them." 

Signed by order of Little Creek Preparative meet- 
ings in Delaware, held 4th month 5th, IB21, by 

Sahttbl Price, 
Clerk to the meeting this time, 

Rebsoca Hakson, 
Clerk to the meeting this time. 



Letter from Edward Stabler. 

^lexandria^ 9th month 24M, 1829. 
Thy father's letter, my dear E. giving me intelli- 
gence of the peaceful close of our dear Ann, came 
duly to hand. 

The information was not unexpected, for when I 
was last with you, the probability that she would be- 
fore long, be released from the pains and troubles of 
time, seemed very apparent. 1 am fully persuaded 
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that there is no cause to mourn for her, as I am satis- 
fied that the gracious Being who created and preserv- 
ed her innocent, has translated her gentle spirit to a 
state of being, <* where the wicked cease from trou- 
bling, and the weary are at rest. '^ That Hiy affec- 
tionate feelings should be deeply distre43sed by the 
event, is neither strange nor improper. On the con- 
trary^ our blessed Example pronounced a blessing 
upon those that mourn i and I think I amquaUAed by 
experience to say, that there is in the tendering influ- 
ences of mourning upon the human mind, a prepara- 
tion wrought to receive more abundanfly, the impres- 
sions which produce present and everlasting comfort 
There are no earthly events which have so powerful 
a tendency to '^remove the earth out of her place'* 
in the soul's affections, as the loss of an intimate and 
beloved friend: for as they are the. dearest -of all 
earthly treasures, so they are precisely like oimielves 
And we see, that which has occurred to them, we 
also are liable to; and the love we have for them, 
brings the impressions home to the feeiings, and fixes 
it there. And as long as our love for their memory 
remains, so long is our attention turned with propor- 
tionate correctness, to the seat of endeared recollec- 
tions within ourselves. And though like Mary Mag- 
dalene at the sepulchre, we may go there to weep, 
yet that is the place where vve find the blessed Sa- 
viour, the source and bestower of all consolation and 
comfort 

Well, my precious child, is not mourning crowned 
with comfort, when it leads to a discovery so bless- 
ed? I am not willing to doubt that it will have that 
desirable efifect upon thy gentle spirit; and that thou 
wilt yet see that it has been «* expedient'* for thee 
II 
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that thitf dear outward obfeet of tfiy love, ^ahoold go 
away/' in order that thou mighteat become increas- 
ingly acquainted with that ^^ holy SfHrif ' which gave 
her all her loyelineaa, — and will lead thee abo into all 
truth; and become even in thy own estimate a treas- 
ure, finr wbidi all other things are cheaply parted 
with. 

It was conaalent with the wisdom and goodness of 
my heavenly father, to introduce my mind into the 
depth of sorrow, preparatory to my more intimate 
acquaintance with his unsdom and power, as spiritu- 
ally manifeoted. 

The dearest object of my aflfections, my precious 
wife, was removed from me by death. She was my 
idol, at whose shrine all my warmest affections were 
devoted; wA when she was taken from me, not only 
was my << heavens shaken," but <Mhe earth also 
was rmos^ftA out of her place;'' and in the bitterness 
of my afllietion, I was ready to conclude that a sen- 
tence of everlttting extinction was pronounced upon 
all my hopes of happiness. My state of mind was 
that of a wtktemess, where none but doleful tempers 
and principles had their habitation, and to these I 
was a contimial prey. These experiences have quali- 
fied mof not only to sympathise with those who are 
under similar afflictions; but twenty three years of 
added experience, have shown me, that though '^he 
lures us into the wilderness," it is for merciful pur- 
poses. He does not intend that for our permanent 
i^dence, but after he has rendered us sensible of the 
frailty of all things but himself y and of the disorder 
sind confusion which results from every other gov- 
ernment but his otc^,-*he begins the blessed work 
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of the new cre»tton^ agreeably to his own declaration^ 
*' behold I make all things new/* 

I am persuaded, my dear child, that thou wilt find 
this gracious promise realized in thy hereafter expe- 
rience, if thou wilt not resist his operations, nor at- 
tempt to accomplish for thyseli^ and by means of thy 
own devising, a liberation from the wilderness condi- 
tion. << Let patience have its full and perfect waA.^^ 
<< Trust in the Lord with all thy heart, and lean not 
to thy own understanding;'* and he will prepare thy 
^^Yf by changing all that constitutes the wilderness, 
(a work which man of himself never did, nor ever 
can perform) by <^ creating in thee a new heart, and 
renewing a right spirit within thee.'* And as the 
blessed work will be performed by Asm, and not by 
thyself, nor any other being, he will become the ob- 
ject of thy love. And then thou wilt "come up fifom 
the wilderness, leaning upon thy beloved," — ^^ bit 
as tiie moon, clear as the sun, and terrible (to every 
thing that would hurt or annoy thee) as an army with 
banners.** This is what my tenderest affections, 
hope and desire for thee. Do not give thyself up to 
too much grief and dejection; but cultivate resigna- 
tion to the will of thy heavenly Father. 

The dear one who is gone, is doubtless better pro- 
vided for, than if she were here, with the sovereign- 
ty of the world, and all its treasures at her command. 
And though thou art deprived of the comfort of her 
society, thou hast many benefits remaining; and above 
all, thou hast free access to that pure fountain of life 
and lavef which is manifested within thee, of which 
thou mayest drink as certainly as she does, and find 
it to be at once the baptizing element, and the river 
of the water of life, of which thy soul may drink and 
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Uve forever, ia the enjoyment of ito precious influ^ 
ences. 

■ Flt^ae to present my affectionate salutation to tiiy 
father, and all thy beloved relations as if named. I 
cordially lo^ve them, and desire their individual pros- 
perity in the best things, and for thee, my dear E. i 
shall continue to feel a father's solicitude and a fa- 
ther's love. Write to me soon, for thy letters are 
always acceptable to 

Thy affectionate friend, 

EdWABD STABI.ER. 



From the Same. 
Jllexandria, Ui month 15M, 18S&. 
The, trembling hand of an invalid just recovering 
from: a two week's.attack of sickness, is now employ- 
ed to thank my young friend for her very acceptable 
leUer. I deem it a privilege of no ordinary magni- 
tude, which is enjoyed by the young people of our 
society, that from their earliest years they are made 
familiar with the words, « the kingdom of Heaveo i» 
within ypu,^^— ** that which is to be known of God, is 
manifested within you," &c. And I congratulate my 
dear M, that her views have been directed into the 
same channel, by her affectionate parents and friends, 
of which her letter contains abundant evidence. But 
I was also favoure<f in the same way, and yet much of 
my life passed away with nothing better than conjecr 
tural ideas of what these things meant; my mind was 
indeed impressed with a vague conception of some- 
tiiing blessed and glorious^ to be known for the first 
time, after the death of the body. Without once 
thinking, or stopping to enquire, why the same thing 
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which it wai believed would produce these Ueifed 
and ^011000 efieets htrtafttr^ (ihoukl not also (aeccnrd* 
ing to their meaiure) produce the same effects now^ 
agreeably to the obvious meaning of the above scrip- 
tare passages; for thou wilt observe that both of them 
are made in the j^re^en/ ttnat. How greatly import- 
ant then it is, not only to know that tihe kingdom of 
Heaven is within us, — but to be assured with infirili- 
ble co-tainty of what it consists in, lest by mistaking 
any tiling else for it, we may be deluded into a de- 
pendence upon something that will disappoint us in 
our utmost need, and^ render our experience accord- 
ant with the poet's expression, <^ Man never is, but 
always to he bless'd/' 

The venerated and invaluable volume of the scrip- 
tures, gives a very different account of this interesting 
concern, from the general imaginings of mankind in 
relation to it. Whether weconsult the historical or pre- 
ceptive parts of it, they alike declare,thathuman nature 
ever has been made good and haj^y, and aeeepCaUe 
in the divine sight by righttoumtss; and bad, misera- 
ble and unacceptible, by wickedneM. That no theo- 
ry however correct, nor no profession however pure, 
has ever been an effectual substitute for goodness, no 
more than clear ideas of food and drink, can answer 
the purposes of nutrition, instead of the articles which 
really nourish, — is alike conspicuous to all human na- 
ture. But this is not more plain nor more certain, 
than that the real presence and power of holiness is 
necessuy to make men holy. The deceptive the^ 
ries, notions, and opinions, which men have digfti* 
fied with the name of the Christian SeKgi0n^ ooght 
to be teirted by their fruits. If they Jrtve not power 
to save us from wickedness ind misery now^ what 
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stroQger evidenoe can we have, that they always will 
be alike ineffeotual? And what stronger reason can 
we have for renouncing all dependance upon them, 
than this evident incapacity to save us, or make as 
happy. Our Lord in his sernaon on the mount, open- 
ed this matter clearly, and ^owed what it was that 
had power to bless us. << Blessed (he says) are. the 
pure in heart — the peace-makers — the merciful— the 
poor in spirit — the hungerers and thirsters after right- 
eoiisuess,'' &c. ; not one word about believing this 
or that opinioR or doctrine, maintained by this or that 
society^ or contended for by this or that learned man. 
He well knew,, what his apostle afterwards knew and 
proclaimed that <<the kingdom of God was not in 
tvordf but in power.^^ And all experience says the 
same thing; for the power of love is that alone which 
can make any of as affectionate; and the power of 
justice malos us just; and the power of holiness 
m^kes.us holy, &c. , And these, my dear child, are 
the living words of \3aaX living lawj which the Lord 
said he would write in the hearts of his people, hy 
obedience to which, he would "be thek* God,?^ and 
they "should be his sons and daughters.^' For as 
all outward laws are made up of many written words, 
and all these words combined, form the codes of out-, 
ward laws, which are inscribed upon paper^ or some 
other outward material: so the law of God is consti- 
tuted of those spiritual words, which Christ said " are 
spirit and lifej'' and consequently are not dead or 
naaterial (as all written and printed words are) neither 
are ttey written on pfiper nor " Ubles of stone,^' but 
upi^ the. table of the heart: nor are they *^ written 
with pen and ink, but by the finger of the living God. " 
For it is he aloae who gives us love^ joy, peace, gen- 
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tleness, meekness, htimility, patience, justice, godli- 
^less, and every other ** good and perfect gift.*' And 
they are evidently spiritual and vital, and are the* 
only means that our Heavenly Father hath appointed 
to make us free from the *^ law of sin and death/' 
They therefore, (and not written words) compose or 
form the " law of the spirit of life, in Christ Jesus;" 
and we always find them ^^tmi/iin usy'^ operating 
and working within us, to make us aiBfection^te, joy- 
ful, peaceable, gentle, true, meek, humble, &c. or in 
one word, opening the ^* kingdom of Heaven within 
us," which consists in righteousness^ peace,* and joy 
in the Holy Spirit. 

These are the blessed and beatifying powers or 
operations of the life of God, (which is the << Christ 
in us,'*) — that I wish most earnestly to turn thy at- 
tention to, as unto a light that will never delude thee, 
—a dependence that will never disappoint thee — a 
heavenly friend that will never forsake thee. Thou 
wilt find it as much superior to tiie noblest edifice 
that ever was formed by human ingenuity, as heaven 
is above earth. Thy own brightest conjectiires will 
become dark before the sjdendour of its realities, and 
thy spirit will no longer languish in uncertainty, or 
be under the necessity of enquiring of others ** if they 
have seen him whom thy soul loveth;" for in passing 
from every external thing or dependance, but a little, 
thou wilt find him; and he will be infallibly known to 
thee by " his works;'' for it is he who writes these 
living words upon our hearts; and by these he is at 
once made known, and '* the way, the truth, and the 
life'* explained to us, and we made partakers of all 
that is made known* 

My affectionate stluiatioos are presented to thy 
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dear ptreota, and to the dear girls A. and E. H. I 
feel greatly interested for them, believing their hearts, 
as ^< good ground,'' are prepared to bring forth <^ fruit 
unto life eternal." Tell A. that her very accepta- 
ble letter came duly to hand, and that I sludl answer 
it shortly if life and health permit Farewdl, my 
dear M, believe me to be with much trutti of affec- 
tion, Thy sincere friend, 

EoWARB StABLEB. 



On the death of Susanna James, younger daugh- 
ter qfJibel and Rebekah James, of Philadelphia, 
who departed this life, the I4th qfthe 4th months 
1774. Addressed to her Mother. 

How transient, friend, is human bliss below! 

How false and fickle, every mortal trust! 
Or dash'd with care, or veiled in deeper woe. 

The thorn, our pillow, and our bed, the dust. 

Life's a probationa:ry state, at best, 

To form diei^rit for a purer air: 
On earth's Ueak coast, we at our peril, rest. 

And clouds eclipse the fidresi prosper hme. 

Come, feel this solemn, undisputed truths 
Come, sympathetic, view the aspiring maid; 

With hope surrounded, — in the bloom of youth, — 
Of friends possessed,^ — nor yet of death, afraid. 

With each endearing prospect, — social joy, — 
The smile of friendsliip,—- and the voice of lovcf 

With all that binds more firm, the mortal tie. 
With all that can the Christian hero prove; 

Her guiltless mindi with innocence serene, 
C^ve uip eaefa ble«^g to tiM awfol rod; 
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Surveyed with fortitude the elosing seene^ 
BowM to the stroke and slept^-^resignM to God. 

Adieu! dear maid! while round thy spotless um^ 
The sigh of friendship, and the voice of love^ 

Rending with grief, — thy early exit mourn, 
Rest, — in thy lot, — and share the joys above L 

Hail, favoured soul! with most peculiar grace; 

(Could we the future, as the past, survey;) 
So soon complete thy task, and run thy race. 

So early enter on immortal day. 
Nor let surviving friends, in grief repine, 

Nor view her favpurM lot, a cbast'ning rod: 
The awful call was perfect love, divine. 

Unerring wisdom, and the will of God. 

But nature claims, — and sympathy demands, 
The tendef tribute to her memory paid; 

Around her tomb, see pensive friendship stands^ 
The sorrowing matron, and the weeping maid. 

Each join the father's sigh — the mother's woe,-^ 
The sister's anguish, — and the brother's tear; 

Great nature's claim^ — and friendship's gen'rous glow. 
From feeling bosoms, and from hearts sincere. 

Once more adieu! — safe in the arms of God, — 

Enjoy thy rest,. — rest, undisturbed and pure; 
Shelter'd by love from every future rod, — 

Thy warfare finish'd, — and thy heaven secure. 
Then let not friendship's voice, — nor nature'is claim?. 

Her smiling virtue, nor her early close. 
Pierce the fond mother's tender breast with pain,^ — 

Awake the parent, — and renew her woes. 
Her end was favour'd with a mind serene^ — 

With Christian faith and fortitude susUin'd^ 
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(Elietp'd eaeh danger, of die fiiUtre toene) 
And by this stroke, h«r peifoet freedom gtin'd. 

Here, fix thy hopes, secure fit>m floods of woe; 

Thy child is uie, in love and life, divine; 
She closed in peace, the important race below, 

And angds hail, when mortak dare repine. 

Fidelia.* 

7b FideKa, m amwer to thtjbngaing. 

Thanks, good Fidelia, for that gentle tear, 
By nature tau|^t, in virtue's cause to flow; 

Thy gen'rous qrmpathy, and grief rincere; 
Thy willing strain,— HK>ft, soothing note of woe. 

As comes the messenger of joyful news. 
As the fond husband meets his loving wife; 

So to my soul, thy tranquil, sorrowing muse, 
RestxMr'd each languid motion into life. 

Yes, dear Fidelia, foHy 'tis to moum^ 
For virtue, gone to meet its just reward. 

Wet with unmanly tears, the virgin's urn; 
Utese but the trappings of a slight regard. 

Through folly's mazy labyrinth, to rove, 

To praise, or censure tilings beyond our view; 

Is but to turn my fruitless strains of love. 
To changeful whirlwinds, and my grief renew. 

The Almighty saw my prospects rising fair, 
He, pitying, saw, for vanity I strove; 
^ Then proved my projects desert as the air, 
And fix'd their object in his realms above. 

* fi^id to have been tbt tigBatarc of Cbt late Hannah Griffitts, 
deceased. 
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Yet nature^ — ah! that tenderest, dearetttid! 

Pardon^ Fidelia^ one intruding tear; 
The lilies droc^ing, hang their heads and die. 

The sick'ning roses l^ve their beauties here! 

Her life,-— tfie beauty of a summer's day, — 
Her death, the prize of everlasting joy: — 

Where guardian angels now invite her stay, 
And with Heaven's pleasures, time's long qpact 
employ. 

Adieu, Fidelia: while my heart retains 
One spring of gratitude, it flows to thee. 

Whose soft, harmonious, sympathizing strain^ 
Fixes our hearts in mild sereniiy. 

FhOMVL. 

William Williams. 

On the 7th of 6tb month, 1818, William Williams, 
formerly of Tennessee, but latterly residing at Rkii- 
mond, Indiana, in the course of his religious visit in 
these^ parts, came to the house of William Walton, in 
Bybeny, a meetuig having been a]>pointedfor him^ at 
the Meeting-house, to be held next day. White at 
tea, he was seized with a haemorrhage of blood, sup- 
posed to be occasioned by the rupture of a blood*ves* 
sel in the lungs. This entirely prevented his attend- 
ing the meeting, and he lay in a very weak state se- 
veral days. On the 14th, he had so far recovered as 
to be able to sit meeting again with his friends. Near 
the conclusion of which, he spoke a few words, ex- 
pressive of his apprehensions, that his public labours 
were nearly closed, and exhorted to fiitthfolness, as 
the means of laying up a good fiafundatkm for th^Ume 
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to come. ..Uodkr this dispensation of trials his mind 
appeared calm aad tranquil. Remote from his home, 
and the tenderestties of life, the near sympathy of his 
friends was brought into live]^ exercise. After a few 
weeks; his strength was so far restored as to be able 
to travel slowly; and feeling easy to set out home- 
ward with his son, he was fayoured to reach his habi- 
tation, as mentioned in tlie annexed letter, whi<^ is 
introduced as a memento of him, his labours of love, 
and devotedness to the good of others, though sub- 
ject to much bodily infirmity and privation of what 
are called, the good things of this world. We are 
informed that he left a journal of his life and religious 
labours, some parts of which, since his decease, have 
been published in the Western country. 

Richmondy Indiana^ 2lst ofSih mo, 1818. 

DEAR FRIEND, 

.1 think proper to pen thee a fe^v lines. In the be- 
gionipg of which, I feel that love to be renewed, 
which first brought us acquainted, when we were in 
a strange land, arid as to the outward, amongst stran- 
gers. But here is the odn^olation of the faithful la- 
bourers, through the uniting love of the everlasting 
Father, and Head of the family, when they meet to- 
gether, no matter in what part of the harvest field, 
they become united in that bond of love, which ga- 
thers to God, and unites to his Church. In this love, 
dear M. did I find thee at firsts and in this do I sa- 
lute thee, and thy father's family, and all my dear 
friends, in your settlement For, notwithstanding, I 
left you in weakness of body, (which still remains, 
so tha^t I look toward the grave; but the Lord's %vill 
be 4<>ne!) yet, I left you in tenderness, and in much 
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k>ye; which have often been renewed by c^ntemplat* 
ing on the pleasant feelings that I was favoured with, 
while 'paasing along through yoar parts. And after I 
eame to see that I had permission to return home, as 
a vessel worn out, Oh! how my tender feelings were 
moved toward the church, and the cause of righte- 
ousness and truth? And when I looked around on thee, 
dear M. and such as thou art^ that is, such as are 
youngy and have laid their hands to the work; some 
coming forward as eounsellers, and some as judges, in 
Israel, CHi! howmy q>iritdid revive in the Lord, and 
in considering that the cause, in which I had spent 
the days of my strength, was undoubtedly prospering 
in the earth. May the dear advocates thereof be en- 
couraged; for the Ijord's secret arm is underneath, to 
carry on his work; and as he calls for the agency of 
man in this his work, so he will be with all those who 
are with him tb^srein. Man is a rewardable creature, 
and he has many trials to passthrou^; but they that 
overcome all evil, and hold out to the end, shall re- 
ceive the reward that is laid up for the £uthful. 

When I think what a jEavoured young woman thou 
art, having father and mother, aiid a large number of 
valuable Friends ground thee, who are watching over 
thee, as I believe, for good, and Willing to hold out a 
hand in the needful time, I feel comforted in a hope 
that thou wilt hold on to occupy thy pft; for satisfied 
I am, that the Lord has committed to thee that which 
is jNrecious^ ^iod which> if rij^tly improved. Will in. 
crease. 

I am just now tnvil^d to the funeral of a Friend, 
who died li^ night, after a short sickness. How cer- 
tain is death! This Friend was well a few days ago, 
12 
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and at work in this town— now, I mittt lay by my 
writing, to attend his funeral. 

•i^temoon. — I have attended the solemn gather- 
ing; and, while there, I thought, ihat I did not know 
but the next solemn meeting at that place, would be 
round my poor tabernacle. But, alas, we see some 
poor weakly creatures that hold out beyond expecta- 
tion, while others, stout and strong, are taken in a 
very short time. At our last Monthly meeting, the 
25th of last month, a dear young woman declar^4ier 
intention of marriage with a young man, both bloom- 
ing in the prime of life and health. But now, alas! 
she, after two weeks sickness, is laid in the silent 
grave. So, from the consideration of these things, 
we see that Divine Wisdom hath treasured up the time 
of our departure in his own council, that all might 
stand ready to die, fitly prepared for the change; then 
should we be properly prepared to live. The brother 
of this dear young woman, married our daughter, 
and her sister our son; so that she was as a uear con- 
nection, wherein we have felt ourselves dipped into 
sympathy and mourning with the dear young man, 
who appears to be very sensible of the loss of ex- 
pected comfort; yet we all have cause to believe, that 
our loss is her everlasting gain. I was too weak to 
attend her funeral, but was informed, it was a very 
solemn time, as I think the very hearing thereof 
ought to be io the youth. 

It is likely thou hast heard how we got pretty well 
home, the 18th of last month. From that time I felt 
to gather a little strength; and* having all to buy for 
my family to live upon, and having some debts to 
pay, vi4iieh took consicterable of the money I had left 
when I got home, and seeing the little I had left, go- 
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ing daily, and no incomes expected until corn gets 
hard, and then nothing but corn expected from my 
plantation; I thought I must go to work a little, and 
so I did; and on the 11th of this month, as I was in 
my shop at work, I had a return of my complaint, in 
which I did not lose much blood; but it was attended 
with a great deal of soreness and pain, so that we 
thought, for a while, that the time of my departure 
was come. But after awhile, the pain abated, and I 
got easy; and so I have been again reduced to weak- 
ness, of which I now feel a little recovered. 

My little son talked of writing to thee. My dear 
wife, who is well in health, desires to be very affec- 
tionately remembered to thee, and all her kind Friends 
in your parts, with desires that the Lord may bless 
those that help the poor, with the blessings from above; 
so that those who give to the poor, may be sensible 
of lending to the Lord, and thus receive " the dew 
of heaven. '* 

Now, my dear M. I must bid thee a solemn fare- 
well. Give my love to thy father's family, and 
as many as may inquire; for I believe the Lord 
knows that I love the faiMul of every class. 1 am 
thy friend and brother, in the tribulated path that 
leads into the patience and kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

William Williams. 
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Jl TestijHonjf from. Woodbury Monthly Meetings 
concerning David Cooper. 

i)ayid Cooper, son of John Cooper and Ann his 
wife, was bom near Woodbury, in Gloucester coun- 
ty, New Jersey, the ISth of the 1st month, 1724; and 
when young in years, experienced the influence of 
divine love upon his mind, that gave him a prospect 
of the beauty and advantage of a truly religious life. 
As he grew in years, an increasing care arose that 
he might not disgrace the profession that he was ediih 
cated in; which was^ now become the religion of his 
judgment: And through various baptism;s and trials^ he 
became more and more resigned to the cross of Christ* 

And as he was a man endued with talents superior 
to many^ and became conformable to the pure influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit, so be was a useful member ia 
the community at large, and in the neighbourhood 
where he lived; being frequently applied to ior ad- 
vice in cases of difficulty, and employed as a peace- 
maker. In religious meetings^ he was solid and 
weighty, soun4 i^ judgment, and clear in exfreasion* 
He was enabled to bear a testimony to the power and 
influence of the gospel* in great simplicity of man- 
ners and circumspection. And the Lord was pleased 
to sanctify his endowments, aMd enlai^ bis heart in 
the 6oq)el, so that he became qualified to fill the station 
of an Elder in the church, not in name only, but in 
a degree of the true anointing; and bore testimony in 
many minds, both at home and abroad, that his heart 
was in a measure dedicated, and given up to serve the 
Lord; and he was as a stake and a cord in our Sioo. 

He was favoured with wisdom, and a feeling mind, 
knd became v^y useful in society; and we have 
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reason to bdieve hia servlees abroad^ were acceptable 
and strengthening amongst his friends. And as he 
increased in years, the more his mind was redeemed 
from this present world and the things of it, and he 
felt an increasing heartfelt concern for the prosperity 
of truth. 

In the latter part of hb lifetime, he was visited with 
great a£9iction, wherei^i he lay long under deep lan- 
guishment; yet his understanding and intellectual fa* 
culties remained clear, and his love for the truth and 
his friends, continued till the lastj and he often ex- 
pressed a desire, if it was the Lord's will, to be un- 
clothed of mortality, and enjoy the fruition of un- 
interrupted felicity beyond the reach of divwsified 
trials, allotted in this uncertain world. 

His care for society and right improvement amongst 
Friends, was the leading concern of his mind. Un- 
der all his afflictions and trials, nothing gave him more 
joy than the prosperity of truth; often expressing a 
deep concern for the insensibility of the present ge- 
neration, under the outward sunshine of prosperity, 
and the abundant blessings of heaven; yet strangers 
to the heart-^felt concern of our predecessors, who 
maintained the testimony of a good conscience, and 
supported our principles with the loss of life, liberty, 
and the nearest and dearest enjoyments of time. 

He was a firm advocate for the liberty of the black 
people, and a liberal promoter of schools, upon a right 
establishment 

His last illness being very trying, his petitions were 
to the Almighty, that he would be with him to the 
end. We have reason to believe his humble prayers 
were answered, and that he departed in peace with 
the Lord, the 5th of the 11th month, 1795, in the 
U* 
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71st ye«r of his age, and was interred it Woodkuy, 
in t pkin way, agreeable to fais own directioea, left 
in writing,, tiliicb is as foUows^*- 

*^I have thought it my duty, while livings to 
show forth ah example of simplicity and plainness, 
becoming the profession I made, and am desirous this 
example should go with me to the grave; to ^^ich 
end I now direct, that my coffin be made in the man- 
ner they constantly wexB in the days of simidicity and 
virtue, wh^n I was a youth — ^flat, and of pine or linn 
boards; and the expense this may save, I .direet my 
executors to give to some poor persons in the nei^- 
bourhjMNi, which will do more good than to moulder 
' in the earth; for the folly of man never appears more 
tdfe and inexcusable, than in showing an emulation 
and fondness for pomp and show at funen^, when 
the most humbling object oi mortality and dissolution 
is before their eyes, and ought to impress the survi- 
vors with the most solemn and awfol sense of the 
«tate of uncertain^ in which themselves exist, and 
how fast they are also hastenfaig to tht gr*ve« 

And, if Frienda see cause b have a meeting at the 
time of my burial, let this poor body firstbe covered 
in the earth, as the contrary practice moetfy arises 
from a desire in the relations, to have that mark of 
distinction and respect afaowed to the deceased; and 
it hath many excc^ions in my view^ 

'< And if you are easy with it, this may be read at 
the grave. 

Davut Coopxr.^' 

Signed on behalf, and by the direetion of the Month- 
ly meeting, held at Woodbury, 8th mo. Oth, 172^6, by 
SAMUfiir Micstfey Clwk. 
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John HunV^ Letter to a Friend in Pmnsylvarda. 

When my daughter came from a i^it amongst 
you, I was enquh-ing after my beloved friends, and 
thee in particular, and she told me she informed thee 
how I wa#, that I kept about, and mostly got out to 
meetings; that I read and wrote a good deal, and a 
good many letta^. and thee wished I would wljte 
thee one; but then I saw nothing of it; y^ it seemed- 
to artest my n^nd, and stick by me, and returned 
time after time. And the remembrance of the pecu- 
liar respect thee has shown to me, seemed, in grati- 
tude> to bind my attention to thy recfHest. So I con- 
eluded to try to impart a few thoughts to th^, which 
have occurred when I have looked that way. 

i consider that a useless study, or a useless em- 
ployment, is a busy idleness, which I desire to be 
preserved from; but if I could write any thing that 
would bQ useful to thee or to myself, I riiould be glad; 
for it is usefulness I wish for, and aim at, and avoid 
idleness and unmrofitaUeness. I believe we were not 
sent here to be idle. ' Diligence is much recommend- 
ed in S(»r^ure; to <^ be diligent in business, fervent 
in spir^, serving the L(Hrd/' And I believe, without 
this kind of diligence, however busy and diligent we ^ 
may be in worldly concerns, we may be very busy 
all our lives ti»^ little purpose; or to purposes worse 
than none, as Blair says, I have read of a great and 
wise many noticed by divers authors, esteemed a good 
man, (Hi^o Grotius,) who' cried out at last, ^< Alas! 
I have consumed much of my time in laboriously do- 
ing of nothing." And will it not be so, with all, if 
M Uie^sare ^ laid up in heaven, nothing done; bA, 
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(as Solomon aays^) all vanity and vexation of ^irit. 
I have feared, lest I should have to complain^ as So- 
lomon did^ when he said^ ^< Mine own vineyard have 
I not kept;'' or be like them we read of, 6( whom it 
is said, << they loved to wander:" or like them of 
whom it is said, << they walked after things that did 
not profit," and so neglect that most excellent pre- 
cept, viz. ^< Study to be quiet, and mind thine own/' 
most necessary << business." And what is that, but 
the Apostle's counsel, which was << Study to show 
thyself approved in the sight of Grod, and to fellow 
after those things that make for peace, and those things 
whereby one may edify another." Oh! for this peace, 
which the Divfhe Master promised to his followers, 
when he said, " My peace I give unto you. My 
peace I leave with you. Not as the world gives, give 
I. " The world can neither give it, nor take it away. 
George Fox calls it <<the King of kings' peace." 
What is all the world without it? How far doth it 
transcend all the joys and pleasures, riches and trea- 
sures, which this world can afiford? I have considered 
it as a precious jewel, — the <' pearl of great price," — 
the " one thing needful." I have observed the great 
price smne have set upon it in their last' moments, 
crying out, as I have heard, ^ Ten thousands of worlds 
would I now give, if I had it in my power, if my 
peace was made with the Lord." Again, said ano- 
ther, *<Ten thousands of worlds, one on the back of 
another, would not tempt me to live in this world as 
I have done;" although he was one that supported a 
good character, and filled a conspicuous station in ci- 
vil society. One, I well knew, a dignified Servant of 
the Lord, said at last, '<One would wondef all. the 
world did not seek after peace of mind> it is«uoh an 
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excellent treasure, at'mich a time as this. What would 
all the world do for me now, if I had not this peace?" 
Many, many of the like kind might be mentioned. 

The prophet David says, "Thy loving kindness 
IS better than life." And how many have chosen 
to part with property, liberty, and life itself, ra- 
ther than part with their peace with the Lord. — 
Again, the prophet says, "In thy presence is fulness 
of joy; at thy right hand are rivers of pleasure." 
(The ikithful say so, in these daysw) But is th^re ful- 
ness of joy in any thing, or in all things this world 
can afford? A. G. said, <^ Life is not worth having 
without peace." Psal. xlix. 6, fcc. <* They that trust 
in their wealth, and boast themselves in Ae multitude 
of their riches; none of them can, by any means, re- 
deem his brother, nor give to Crod a ransom for him. 
For the redemption c^ the soul is precious^ and it 
ceaseih forerver." It has been said, that all the gold 
of Ophir cannot pay one's passage from earth to hea- 
Ten. But it is said, this peace of Grod, whidi passeth 
human understanding, can make a death-bed pleasant 
to the righteous. I heard a great minister once say, 
that peace of mind was the sum and substaifce of a 
gospel minister's wages. And, indeed, is it not the 
sum and substance erf the wages of all religious labour- 
ers? But is it not greatly to be feared that there is 
abundance of counterfeit currency in circulation, 
among professing Christians, of all sorts, in this day 
of case, prosperity, peace, and plenty? Many taking 
up a rest, short of the true rest, and contenting them- 
selves with a counterfeit peace, that never came from 
the royal mint, nor has the king's stamp upon it 

I believe we are not yet left; that the glory has not 
yet departed *Pom Jwael; but that there may yet se- 
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renihoasaDd be found in Israel, that have not bowed 
the knee to Baal: — yet it is to be feared, that in these 
days, vital religion is at a yery low ebb in many places: 
as an eminent minister said Uie oHier day, << How dry 
we are!'* And, may I not add, how dwarfish we are! 
when compared to our worthy predecessors. I have 
often thought of the many worthy men and women, 
that haye been raised up in Pennsylvania: yea, and 
in almost every corner of our country: but what is 
the prospect of a succesrion of such worthies, in our 
day, when there is such, or so much conformity to 
the ^irit, ways, customs, and fashions of this worid, 
in almost every respect; especially in that of carriages, 
and the enormous expense and superfluity in the equip- 
age of them? Has there not been a great increase in 
these things within a very few years,^ as John Church- 
man says, << Oh how is the ancient plainness and sim- 
plicity of truth departed from, and pomp and splendid 
appearances, taken their places; and if this great and 
unnecessary expense w^ applied to better purposes,-^ 
to the relief of many a worthy person in distress, it 
would be an acceptable sacrifice to the Lord, and help 
to turn away Uie judgments that hang over us, in 
part, occasioned by these things." And John Wool- 
man observes, that ** there has been a giving way, by 
little and little, until superfluities of some kinds have 
become common amongst us." Can it be expected 
that judges will be raised up, as at the first, and coun- 
sellors as at the beginning, whilst we trample upon 
the Testimonies, our worthy ancestors so deeply suf- 
fered for? * ' 

I often look toward the young generation^ with ten- 
der sympathy, and think what an unspeakable advan- 
tage it would be to them, if there slnmld be acevival 
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of primitive Christianity, in its ancient beauty, so as 
to outshine all the pomp and splendour of this transi- 
tory world. And, on the other hand, if we should 
suffer religion to go to decay, what an unspeakable 
loss it would be to the rising generation. Our Friends, 
in one of their Epistles, say, there surely will be a 
degenerating, if there is not a looking back to our , 
first princijdes. They say, " That society of peo- 
ple who do not look back to their first principles, will 
surely go. to decay." And they say, **If we look 
back to the beginning, we shall find things were not 
so then; <^ Again," great concerns were a great trouble; 
and great trade, a great burden. Our eye being sin- 
gle to the Lord, and the inshining of his light, it so 
stained the glory of all earthly things, thatlhey bore 
no mastery with us. All needless things, such as fine 
houses, rich furniture, and gaudy apparel^ these ^ings 
were an eye-iore. Our chief concern was to live near 
to the Lord, and enjoy his favour." 

And now 1 haye one wish for myself, and one for 
thee. For myself, I adopt the words of the poet, viz. 
^< If I am right, thy grace hnpart. 

Still in the right to stay: 
If I am wrong. Oh teach my heart. 
To find the better way?^ 

And my desires are for thee and thine, that you 
may be favoured with tlie blessing of preservation. 
May it be your portion, and blessed and happy expe- 
rience, is the desire of 

» Thy well-wishing Friend, 

John Hunt. 
Near Moorutown^ New Jersey^ 9th qfSth mo. 1820. 

4' 
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John Pemberion^i Account qf Thomas Boss, of 
Buck^s County 9 when on a reKgious visit in En- 
gland J 1st mo. 2lst, 1786. 

Dexr, -BffiA ThoAiM RoaS has, indeed, been emi- 
nently owned, and fayoared; but, for four months 
^^ast, he has been very poorly, skA now lies at Lind- 
* ley Murray's, near York, afflicted with some inwaad 
«bstni«ti<HH which . oecMions a great di£BcuUy, at 
Ifioes, in his hueatMng. It rather increases upon him, 
and iMy gcadoall^wear him away; though, at times, 
hetis eheerfulf and is in a resign^ state of mind. He 
sometiows has prospects of further labour, which 
glues some hope or expectation, that he may fj^wp 
agi^; bat it seems very doubtful. It would have 
beta acceptaUeto me, to be constantly with him, bat 
it has been ordered otherwise. He is in a sweet dis- 
position of mind. No care is wanting, respecting 
him; he is waited on, both day and night; that 
with respect' to suitable aceommodation, and tender 
attendance, he is foil &s well dff, as though he had 
been at home* ^Matfy have dropped off, in this land; 
and he was desirous to get to York, so that if he was 
removed, bis remains might lay near dear John Wool- 
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The memory of the just is blessed.^— ^ot. z. 7. 

Gather up the fragments that remftln, that nothing he loat. 

No. 4. SEVENTH MONTH, 1831. Vol. I. 

WILLIAM SAVERY'S NARRATIVE 

Of the early part of his Kfij and Religious Exer- 
cises. 

Fbeling, at this time, the continued extension of 
the Lord's exceeding great mercy to me, I am en- 
gaged, for my own satisfaction and encouragement, in 
the future steps of my life, through this scene of close 
probation and trial, to minute some of the most re- 
markable of his dealings with me; being sensible that 
the day of my espousals ought ever to be gratefully, 
and with humble reverence of heart, had in remem- 
brance, to the praise of Him- for whom I have this 
testimony, that he is a God of infinite mercy, long- 
forbearance, and much loving-kindness, even to re- 
bellious sons and haughty daughters. 
„ I may acknowledge, that, notwithstanding my re- 
volt, and turning, aside from the paths of purity and 
peace, the Lord- has been graciously near me all 
ray life long, and has watched over me, as a tender 
Father, for good; and smitten me by his spirit, when 
I have l^en rebelling against his holy law, written in 
my heart, and making merry over the Witness; 
and has reached to. me, and tendered me, in the midst 
of mirth and jollity. He has followed me to my 
13 
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chamber, and upon my piUow, and drawn tearief 
sorrow and contrition froip m^ when no eye hastete 
privy to it, but his allHM^eing eye; ao that my days^^f 
joy and laughter, have often produced ni|^ of sor- 
' row and weeping. Yet still I continued ffinnin^ and 
repenting, and turning the grace of God into wanton- 
ness, for a number of years; though favoured to see, 
) at times, and in part, the beiuty there is in holiness; 
but fearful of incurring the scof and scorn of the 
world's deluded votaries, should I turn my back up- 
4M1 it * 

Activity of spirits, loose discourse, and noisy mirth, 
were my sad refuge, to drown serious reflections; yet 
the " worm that never dieth,'* a wounded conscience, 
often embittered my sweetest drau^ts of pleasure. 
In this state, I was inclined, sometimes, in a serious 
hour, to read Young's Night Thoughts; which, I 
think, by the assistance of the gracious Helper, was 
made serviceable to me. Friends' writings, and even 
the holy scriptures, were irksome to me; but the ener- 
gy, depth, and solemn subject of &at book, roused 
me to more serious thought, than ever before; and 
here I date my gradual progress from the brink of 
that precipice, which must otherwise inevitably have 
proved my ruin. 

I now saw the iniquity of mispending my precious 
time; and refrained from frequenting taverns, card- 
playing, and places of diversion, all of which I was 
fond of, and indulged myself in. Yet I found means 
to hide much of my conduct from my dear parents^ 
whe^ I believe, saw but little out of order in me, ex- 
cept my dress, which I could not bear so plain as be- 
comes our holy profession; and this grieved them. 
But, alas! he that knows the secrets of all hearts, and 
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whose eye runs to and fro, beholding the evil and the 
good, knew that this was one of the smaller evils, 
which I was in the practice of^ and that the tree was 
not tpodj and tfierefore not likely its fruit should be so. 

Now I struggled hard to break myself of my fond- 
ness for much company, seeing the snare there was 
in it; and likewise being apt to relate adventures and - 
tales, to provoke mjrth; and often, for the embellish*^ 
ment X)f them, to strain beyond the truth. I was 
much concerned to watch over myself^ in this parti- 
calar; which is both dishonourable and sinful^ yet a 
vice that I have observed to be very prevalent among 
the youth of both sexes^ particularly in this city. 
Even in companies that are termed polite^ or well 
bred, the discourse is often so strained, that few sen- 
tences or narratives, if examined, would be found to 
be strictly true. Some fondly imagine that there is 
but little harm in telling untruths, unless they be se- 
riously told; not considering our holy profession, and 
who it was that said, 'Met your yea be yea, and your 
nay, nay; for whatsoever is more than this cometh of 
evil.'' 

Oh! the folly of thus mispending our precious 
time! How watchful, how careful ought we to be, of our 
words and actions; always remembering that the ho- 
ly eye of an all-seeing God pervades the most secret 
chambers we can retire to; and his ear is ever open 
to hear both the evil and the good! Insomuch that 
one formerly said, there is not a thought in the heart, 
nor a word on the tongue, but he knows it altogether. 
Yea, and many of the present, awful day, have known 
when the terrors of the Lord have overtaken them 
for sin, and they have had to taste of the spirit of 
judgment and of burning, — that every secret thing has 
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been brought to light, and all the hidden wocks of 
darkness have b$^n made manifest; and that even for 
idle tQords tbey.have had to render an account 

When we have. long wandered, and got far and 
wide from the pure path, that the Lord's ransomed 
children have to walk in, though it may seem: to have 
been in small thijRg?, — yet they make close, trying 
work for us; and many deep baptisms we have to pass 
through, before we can witness them to be washed 
away, and cast, as it were, into the depth of the sea. 
When this is experienced, such have, indeed, cause 
to acUViowledge, with great humility of "soul, that it 
is the mere mercy of Him, whose mercies are (bless- 
ed be his great name,) over all his works; for if it 
were not so, what flesh could stand before him? How 
many of the rebellious sons and daughters of this ge- 
neration must have been consumed long aga? Hig 
very judgments are in mercy, for the gathering of a 
hard-hearted, and stiff-necked people. And some 
who, with myself, have been rescued, as from the ve- 
ry jaws of the devourer, can praise his holy name 
with songs of gratitude and joy; knowing that in the 
very midst of judgment, he does still remember 
mercy. 

But to return. I had been employed, as before re- 
lated, in bringing myself to a more circumscribed 
life; being pretty careful in my conduct and conver- 
sation, and just in my dealings amongst men; and 
was wijling to believe that I had attained to great mat- 
ters; and that I might now take up mj rest; for by 
my own strength, ability, and contrivance, I could 
not only keep up a fair, upright character among men, 
and make .myself happ7 and respected; but, (Oh! the 
deceitful wprkinjgs of satan! Oh, the mystery of ini» 
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quity!) that it would, at the close of time here, gain 
me an inheritance among all those that are sanctified, 
in the regions of purity and peace. 

But here, how can I suflSciiently adore my great 
and good Master, who had thus far, though to me un- 
seen, led me along; and who, indeed leads the blind 
by a way which they know not. How can 1 suflB- 
ciently adore him for his continued regard and care 
over me, in that he did not sufier me to remain long 
in this state of delusion and error: but disturbed my 
false rest, and made me, at times, exceedingly uneasy 
with it At length, he gave me to see that notwith- 
standing my regularity of behaviour, and all my 
boasted attainments, I fell far short of that purity, 
which all the vessels in the Lord's house must come 
to; and that I was yet only under the law, which 
cannot make the comers thereunto perfect; not hav- 
ing passed under the flaming sword, nor felt the day 
of th^ Lord to come, which burns as an oven. 

This brought great distress and anxiety of mind 
over me; and, sometimes, I was ready to doubt the 
truth of those divine revelations. I was also exceed- 
ingly desirous to find, if possible, an easier way to 
happiness, than by submitting myself wholly to the 
cross, of which 1 had, as yet, experienced but little. 
And one night, as I was much tossed and distressed 
in mind, (which was usual for me about that time,) I 
went to bed, as one that was in a dark and howling 
wilderness, where I could see no way out, to the 
right hand, or to tlie left. But, at length, the Lwd, 
who, indeed, watched over me continually for good, 
(blessed and praised forever be his name!) brought 
me into some degree of composure, so Aat I bdieve 
I went to deep. Be that as it might, it appeared to 
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me that I waf timyelUng with a Friood, and we aaw, 
at a dist^ce from U8p a veiy q;)aciou8 bousey the like 
I had never aeen^ aituate on a high bill, which I he^ 
liered to be the maaaion of nest and ba}>pineas. We 
kept together along the road^ and with little diffieul* 
ty, soriyed within a few yarda of the bonae, which 
we then perceived to be the back part of it; and in 
the door stood a very venerable old mam whom I 
thought to be one of the prophets^ and who, I think, 
beckoned to us not to come forward. At which we 
stopped; and be informed us, we were not ri^t; that 
this was not the right way into the house; and that 
if we got in that way, we should not enjoy the hap^ 
piness we ei^Qted. Upon which I left my cimipa- 
nion, and soon fpund myself at the front of the botiae. 
But now, the di|Bculty appeaired; for, betweea me 
and it^ was a fumacei whiob all that ever arrived 
therein, must pass through. Around this furnace^ at 
a little distance, stood a multitude of people, who, I 
believed, bad likewise the desire that I had, of getting 
into the house, and were looking at the furnace^ but 
w^re afraid to enter. I pressed forward, and got near 
the mouth, and it qipeared exceeding hot, about four 
times as long as myself, and about four feet in diame- 
ter. As I stood viewing it,. I believed the fire was 
much the hottest round the s^les, but decreased in 
heat towards the middle, which appeared to be the 
best plaoe to pass threi^; and where^ if I could be 
a<ea4y enough to keep, 1 sboqld receive^ the least 
hwt* My thoughts were now mucli tossed to and 
fm^ ai^ very irreaolute^and I reasoned thus: If thou 
shoijildft att€f9ipt to pass through, and find the fire 
toq ^tt 9^d be^qbtiged to come outag^int backwiards, 
thq^ wilt tjien hecoofiQ tbe laugh and scorn of all the 
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multitude^ md I believe my h^rt foiled me, apd I 
turaed aw&y sorrowful) and remember do further; 
but thus tuTj dwelt exceeding lively in my imagina- 
tioa, and with uncommon clearness. I immediaitely 
related it to my beloved partner, who> being acquaint- 
ed with my state of mind, wiUiout much hesitation^ 
could unravel the n^aning of it; which, indeed, was 
so pbda, that be that runs might read. 

Tboui^ I have not been apt to catch at every ima- 
gmation that presents itself in sleep,-^believing, in 
general, that dreams are but of small import, and com* 
monly proceed from the engagements of theday, — yet^ 
I have no doubt, that the Lord is jdeased, at times, 
to manifest himself to man in dreams, as he sees meet, 
either for encouragement, reproof, or instruction. In- 
deed, various and marvellous are his workings, for 
the recovery of poor fallen man; smd the depth of his 
love, who can £s^om? I believe, to a mind attentive, 
and ctosiroua to walk in his counsel, and live in his 
fear, the revelation (^ his will, when it is made in 
this mann^, is as indii^Mitadbly clear, as in any way 
whatever. For he i|>eaks intelligibly to his children, 
and they know his voice; aed the stranger, with all 
his art, cannot deceive them* 

With respect to what I have related, the strong 
impression U made oa my mind, the jdain s^iplication 
of it to the state I was then in, and the ins^riietioQ it 
coftvqrtd toi m^ left no room to doubt itsbetag di- 
vinely itlemled for my good. But as it <q)ened my 
eyea mom clearly todtseam wfaerel was, aiid that all 
the rigbteellflll^aa of my wm pvlling oii» was sis fihby 
rags^ of whiehJ ntust be stripped^ belste I aouU ex- 
PWMM t pmmn on of thttt fmity and j^t^f^mm^ 
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ness, which is the fine linen of the sainti. So it 
brought great distress and anxiety of inind over me. 

I was not fond of (^ning my condition to any; 
for I saw the world, and the people of it, were in a 
state of estrangement from Gk>d, and could give me 
no comfort And as for those who had been, in mea- 
sure, mercifully redeemed from the spots of it; though, 
at times, the Master furnished them with a drop of 
consolation for me; yet as they were but senrants, I 
saw nothing in ihem for me to lean upon. It seemed 
right for me to dwell alone, and keep my eye open, 
and my spiritual ear attentive to Him who is the un- 
changeable High Priest of his people, and with whom - 
are all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, who 
knows the states of all his children; and when, and 
where he leads, he graciously affords ability to follow, 
to the praise of his ever adorable name. 

Now, it pleased him to lead me as into the wilder- 
ness, and to give me a sight of my former disobe- 
dience and folly. Oh! the bitterness and distress 
that covered me, when I was alone, or in meetings. 
I experienced but few pleasant draughts of his love. 
My meat was as gall and wormwood, and my drink 
as of the bitter waters of Marah. But my Uids were 
not unfelt by some sympathising Friends, who were 
anxious that I might know an et^blishment upon the 
Rock immoveable. 

Thus I continued for some time, but was still pre- 
served, and felt derirous to Imow the Master's will; 
and, in measure, was made willing to obey, though 
under the cross. But the way to the kingdom, was, 
for some months, much darkened; and a sense of my 
wick e d n es s and sinful conduct, oftoft brQU|^ me al- 
most to despair of ever finding forgiveness with an 
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offended frod. My burden in meetings was almost 
inauppoctable^ and I aometimes left them before they 
were done^ a^nd came home, bewailing myself alone. 
I also frequently staid away from them. 

Oh! these were times of baptism, never to be for- 
gotten, in mutability. In one of these seasons, as I 
was one evening sitting in my house alone, great hor- 
ror and trouble seized me, and I wept aloud. After 
a short time, I went to bed, but my distress was so 
great, that I was almost overwhelmed. I thought I 
tasted something like the misery of fallen spirits; and 
not being able to contain myself, I rose, and walked 
the room. There was then, as I afterwards thought, 
but a small matter betwixt my state, and the state of 
those who are deprived of their reason; fori used 
many expressions of terror, such s^s I think would 
have been shocking to me to hear, at any time of my 
life. My spirits at lengtii being nearly exhausted, 1 
threw myself on the bed again, where I had not lain 
long, before I grew cold, like one near deaths a clam- 
my sweat covered me all over, and I was, to appear- 
ance^n a state of stupidity or insensibility. Yet, in 
this awful condition, I was, through adorable mer- 
cy, released from the horror that before had surround- 
ed me. I became comforted with a sight and feeling 
of a state of inexpressible hs^ppiness and joy; and 
when I was so iar come to myself> as to Imve utter* 
ance j^ven me, I cried sJoud on this wise; Oh! now 
I know that my Redeemer lives. And, Oh! the 
sweetness I then felt, in being favoured with such an 
evidence of the goodness and mercy of God. It far 
surpassed any thing, I had ever experienced beficM-e; 
and was Auch that I hope Jo bear in remembi*ance, as 
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long as I have a being here. Tears of joy ran freely 
down my cheeks, insomuch that I could not restrain 
them« nor scarcely utter a word for a considerable 
time. My dear partner, who shared with me in my 
affliction, was also made partaker with me, in my ex- 
ceeding great joy. Blessed, forever, be the name of 
the Lord) though he sees meet, for our refinement, 
to try us, even jto an hairs-breadth; yet, In our utmost 
extremity, is his all-powerful arm made bare, for our 
deliverance. 

Jif0i$, — It if undentood Uiat William Savery left, In manoscript, 
a continuation of thb account, or Jourual of bia Life, Travela, and 
ChHatian experiencea. The foregoing being all that haa fallen into 
our bands, we fpould ^eapectfully request, that if any of the readers 
of the Miscellany, have knowledge of, and access to, the remaining 
account of this exemplary, dedicated, and much loved Fiiend, they 
would forward it to the editors. 



Susanna Morris. 

Susanna Morris, wife of Morris Morris, formerly 
of Abington^ and afterwards of Richland, in Bucks 
county, is described in a printed testimony concern- 
ing her, as a person who was in an eminent de|pree, 
endcnved with divine love and life — and was frequent- 
ly made an instrument to communicate it to others, 
by a living and powerful ministry, in which she 
faithfully laboured for upwards of forty years, having 
travelled much in the service of the gospel, both in 
America and Europe. Her life and conversation is 
stated to have beenrinnocent and agreeable, seasoned 
with christian gravity; she was a bright example of 
plainness, temperance, and self-denial; devoted to 
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the aervice of truth, and the propagation of religion 
and piety amongst mankind. She died the 28th of 
4th mpnth, 1755, in the 73d year of her age. 

Some memorandums which she preserved of her 
travels and exercises prefaced by an account of her 
by John Griffith, appear to have so much that is wor- 
thy of notice in them, that we apprehend their pub- 
lication may be interesting, by introducing to the rea- 
der a view of her devotion to the cause of truth, and 
her reliance upon the protecting hand of an almighty 
Deliverer in divers situations of extreme peril and dan- 
ger. 

John CfriffiWs account of Susanna Morris. 
The following brief memoirs of that excellent wo- 
man and truly evangelical minister of Jesus Christ, 
Susanna Morris, falling lately into my hands, and 
having a just regard and esteem for her memory, I 
was willing to prefix a short account of her from my 
own knowledge, in a grateful remembrance of the . 
comfort I received from her gospel labours, as well 
as her truly sympathizing christian care over me, 
when young both in years and religion, and when, 
in fear auid trembling, I entered upon the awful and 
wei^lty work of the ministry. I found her indeed a 
nursing mother in Israel, yet with true judgment, 
making proper distinctions, so as not to encourage a 
iidse birth, — she having attained to deep experience, 
by the things that she suffered, and being learned in 
the school of Christ, she could speak a word in sea- 
son to those that were weary. She was eminently 
^fted for comforting the mourners in Zion. how 
have I known her ministry flow like heavenly oil in- 
to the wounded soul, and her speech to distil as the 
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small rtia upon the tbinty, purehed ground. My 
first knowledge of her was alxHit the 14th year of my 
age. From that time, for about ei^t years, we be* 
longed to the same monthly meeting of Abington, 
ten miles from Philadelphia. I once made my home 
at her house, induced thereto by an expectation of re- 
ceiving help by her good company and example, in 
my religious progress: in ip^^ch I was not disappoint- 
ed. 9he was indeed a safe way mark, as &r as I 
could observe in every point of view; and I thought 
as much refined from dross, as any I ever knew. 
Her constant dwelling seemed to be nearer the foun- 
tain of good than most; and therefore her services in 
public meetings, as well as in a more private way of 
visiting families, (for which she had an excellent 
gift) were always fresh and living, as fiaur as I have 
ever seen, or understood by the account of others. 
What follows is but a small part of the second visit to 
Friends in Great Britain, entered upon in the year 
1744, in the 63d year of her age; but what is very re- 
markable, about ten years after, she performed her 
third visit to these nations, in company with our 
friend Phebe Dodge, of Long Island, greatly to the 
satisfaction and comfort of Friends, and returned 3afe 
home to her family and friends; but clid not live many 
years after. I am not certain of the time of her 
death, but it occurred about 40 miles from Philadel- 
phia, and she shone bright to the last 

She gives some hints of various aflSictions she was 
mercifully enabled to pass through, particularly her 
suffering shipwreck three times. It were muc^ to be 
wished that a more full and perf(6ct account had been 
preserved of these extraordinary events, than can now 
be collected. The wonderful resignation and for- 
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litaie ibt manifeflted wlieti liie mthrei shipwreek 
011 <iie eoMt«f Ireland, about Ihe year I7S1...4>eiRg 
hor it«t voyage lo Europe, I had an account of, from 
our fiieod Joseph Taylor of Haby, in the county of 
IkniiaM, who was retiiFning from a yeKgious yisit to 
Frieda in America, and was with her Ih Aat great 
trial. . Th# riiip was drove by the storm, on the Mnd 
Mt far from the shore, on her broad side, yfet she did 
not aooD break, but the sea running high, broke over 
her, and several of the crew were washed overboard, 
and drowned. The captain, Susanna Mjortla, Joseph 
Taylor, and, I think, one more, scrambted up ttflfhe 
fipper mde of the ship, and held fast by the shrouds, 
I think for a day and a night, if not teore; the sea 
frequently breaking over them. . Jos^h Taylor told 
me she never discovered the least impatience in word, 
or countenance, aH the time; but he confessed that 
he once in a flutter, or impatience, did say to this 
effect, we might as well have gone at first, for we 
shall be drowded. She looked upon him, and said 
nothing; but he said, her looks were a sufficient re- 
buke to him for his impatience and distrust. One 
thing is very remarkable and worthy to be preserved 
in remembrance,^ which was to this effect, that after 
they^fcad held such a considerable time by the shrouds, 
this eirtraordinary woman had a sense given her, that 
they would not be safe on that side of the vessel much 
longer; and although it seemed very hazardous and 
dangerous tp move and fasten to the lower side of the 
ship, she urged them all to attempt it, believing it 
would be the faieans of their^ preservation. She ^t 
length {H:«vailed with them, and accordingly they 
moved in the best manner they could to the lower 
side of the ship, iemd soon after they had fixed tfaem- 
14 
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selves, there came a gteat stprell of the sea add Airew 
the ve^iel quite flat op the other side, so that if they 
had not moved, they w<Hild all have been drowned: 
Another remarkable preservation he related, was 
from those savage people, the native Irish, who tame 
to the sea sij^e in great numbers, intending no doubt 
to miake a wreck of the vessel, which, it ia said they 
{do not according to their barbarous cusUhh until all 
the lives on board are destroyed. The priest being 
informed ^here were some alive in great distress, came 
down an^ charged th^ people upon the penalty of 
elfi^l dampai^n, not to hurt them in the least, bnt 
use all means m their power to save tl^ir lives, which 
if they refused to comply with, they should never 
have their sm» forgiven them; and through the assis- 
tance of a merciful Providence, they brought them 
safe to land, and used them with great hospitality. 

I shall conclude this account with saying, she was 
one, of those virtuous women, whose vakie is far 
above rubies; for she filled up every station with pro- 
priety: an evangelical minister, tender wife, mother, 
neighbour, and friend; and being at rest from her la- 
bours, she for her pious life and humble example, in 
which she lived and walked, is now crown^ with 
immortal joys, forever. 

John Griffith. 

MINUTES, 
K^i hy Susanna Morris^ qfher travels Southward. 
1 was drawn to visit Friends in Carolina, Virginia, 
and Maryland, with a good companion; and I may 
truly say the Lord's presence went along with us, 
a,nd favoured us among the people in gatheriqgs 
>vher^ we met to wait on him: and I do not re- 



d by Google 



09 StJS ANITA HOARIS. 159 

meinber that we met with any oppbsers to what we 
had given us to say to th^n^ in all these countries; 
bi|t we met with some hardships otherways. For in 
getting oyer the great bay Chesapeake, we met with 
hard and boistwous winds, arid were thereby driven 
out to sea; and had not the Lord favoured us by an 
outstretched arm, we had likely perished, all ^ us 
that were in the vessel: for it was, as it were, anopec 
boat, the master having left the hatches at home, (qsl 
the other side of the bay. ) We set sail on the seveath 
day, in order to cross Chesapeake bay, ti Nansemond 
river; but the winds ^^w so boisterwis that we were 
driven out to the open ocean, about ten leaguesj aad 
it {leased the Lord our God^ that on our return to- 
ward the land; we drove over a dreadful sand bar, 
into *» itil^t called Curretuck, as we understood af- 
terwards. For our master was so lost that he knew 
not where he was. It was between Carolina and Vir- 
ginia. And now let me say that the Lord our God is 
a Grod of knowledge, and by him the living is pre- 
served, and sometimes helped in a wonderful man- 
ner. 

And my dear children, it is worthy of memory to 
observe to you, how things fared with us in that great 
trial ; for we were likely to be lost The sea rufi over us, 
and thereby the little provision we bad, was soaked in 
salt water, and we and our horses were left ddrtitute of 
food, and to all appearance likely to perish; for we 
had lost our canoe, and were surrounded by great 
waters, and no inhabitaiits near us. But there was 
a grassy place nea^ and we thou^t it best to get the 
master's horse out, and t>ne of the men to ride him 
thither nt low water, that he might see if it was an 
Isbtkl; which hs did, (and the h^se eat some there) 
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aadtheahi»eMii#bMkwttii ttdkigi it wasbutan khnd. 
Than' we Umh^;^ it beft to get the poor creetur^ 
there, the! if poiiiUe tbejr might shift awhile U^ 
theai^T€i|t however the Ziord might be pleased tt 
do witb^'oa. Thea the master got the other horses^ 
aod took them about half way to the graaa^ rad there 
let tbem go^ but ipateed of going to the graaqr laad, 
they tecked eontrarj, and I thoi^^ as foreign to land 
l^d no sign of gitassi but white sand and some bu^es: 
woi when we i^w their landing, we were ready tc 
thinK that tlybi^er Power knew best where to seno 
them* Aod so it was; for on the third day, I wa5 
lying <k>wn on deck in a still frame of mind, and it 
there q;nning in my mind to get up, and look about 
moi which I did, and as iar ait I ceold see, thei^ was 
coming two canoes and two men, but they can^ not 
to us until evening; and they informed our master 
what i^ce we were in, but were not willing to pat m 
on shore there; but one oi them said he would come 
to-m^row. And when he took us on diiore, it was 
at the same place where our poor wounded horses 
landed without information or help of man. It was 
six miles to the first house, and the man was not will* 
ing to May and go widi us, and the master was not 
able. All of our company got but little food from 
sevefHth day morning until the fourth day following, 
in the afternoon. Y^ for all tbat^ I was so thankfti) 
that we were got on shore, that Ann Roberts and 
myself were about to set forward towards a poor 
widow's house, which the man informed vm lay near 
the sea, six miles off. But when we came within 
half a mile of the house, we i/rere likely to go ouit of 
thawfty, there being no path^-the sea having flowed 
over where weAauid go««-«id the easterly winds 
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blew hard. But I thQU|^t the L^'s mercy was 
greatly extended to us his po<Mr handmaids. For the 
woman of the said house came to the sea side to meet 
us, and saluted us after this manner: << Good women , 
how came you hiUier? was it to do the will of Grod?" 
And she, whcA we ^t to the cottage, shewed as kind 
as she could,^ and there we heard of our horses, after 
we had been th«re several ^ays. They were but 
about a quarter of a mile from the widow's house, and 
that was many miles from any other, yet our horses 
had but one thing to hinder them going threescore or 
an hundred miles away from us: if there hfid not been 
a hand of help at work, it certainly would have been 
so: for the place where they were, was so haunted 
with mosquitoes. 

Now some may say, how got you your saddle^^and 
clothes from the vessel? We got our horses and rode 
bare backed the six miles again, and yet got not our 
saddles; for the master had sent the man thftt was 
sent (as I m^y say) from many miles to help us, to 
his neighbourhood for people to get off the shallop; 
and when he came, he would bring our things in a 
canoe, Thwdbre we had to ride tke same way back 
again, on our horses bare backed. And that twelve 
miles at other times might have been a great hard- 
ship: but surely the Lord makes hard things easy for 
those that are willing to serve him. And now my 
children, let me tell you how we got safe to Carolina. 
1 h^ard it was betvtreen shiiy and an hundred miles, 
and no guide for us, but the holf One; and had he not 
mupported out minds, we might have fainted in our 
journey. But forever Messed be his mosth<riy name 
end power, our hearts were filled wil9i ^ankfiilness 
and cheerfcAiiB^lOiet forw»rd,*'we had apro^rous 
14* 
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hoffet cairiod o» wnonyt Friends: hii mime dit&d 
theve; Qijr co<y>iitQii^» cacapod^ tod die nkk on hiai 
bomeagiMk 

This journej wm^ wben I wmi aboni fortj ymn 
old* I bMWt fprem % Ami mcoani ql Att mMoj tn^ 
the Lord helped us throoj^ and we got safe hooM to 
our husbands and Cumlies agun; and^ I may aaj the 
Lord was myexeoeding great reward^fiDr I feU sweet 
peace in my bosom. 

First Voyage to Eurcpe. 
When I was about forty-three years of age^ the 
Lord was pleased to cast me into a grievous state of 
affliction; a trial indeed never by me to be forgotten. 
But we may say the will of God is to be doira on 
earth as it is done in heaven. And how to make the 
children of men fit and willing, he only knows the 
rig^t way to do it in us and for us: according to his 
divine will and pleasure. For in the time of that 
unspeakable trial, I was as one shut up in close pris- 
on, waiting on Him that is only able to give strength 
to make coveq^t with him; and it was on tiiis wise: 
That if my dear Lord would help me to strength, I 
would not disobey himf but go ofibiserrands> whith- 
ersoeyer, whensoever, or in whatsoever he wasplcM^ 
ed to require at my hands, I then would give iqnU> 
him again* . For at times I had a weig^y concern of 
mind fi>r several years to^ cross the great ocean in 
Trutb^s aervice; where the Lord mig^ be pleased to 
lead me. But I was so full of the riiasoner, that I 
believe I did displease my God, and was so farift debt 
to him,, tbaAh# was pleased to put nae iaprispo^# long 
year 1^ and I never had i« that tinier la jGgeu my mouth 
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kf wmy of lestiiiioiiy'. But after I Kad utreaiglh giT* 
en me to make those proBiiflea aaafovesaid^ my moQtk 
was (^ned and my tongue was loosed, and I was 
sent to go orer the seas. Soon after I got out to sea, 
somethiiig of a weight fell on my mmd, and I dream- 
ed that our ship would be lost; and there remained on. 
my mmd a solid weigjht for fear it shouM be. so. But 
at times, I thought it had been as some other dreams; 
and yet I thought it safe to dwell humble and low be* 
£9re the Lord, that I mig^t be ready to learn of him 
what to demand what to leave undone: for I believe 
that the humble he teaches of bis ways^ and the meek 
he only ean help in the time when he suffers hi» 
righteoiw judgments to be met with; as it is also said, 
when the Lord's judgments are in the earth, the peo- 
ple learn righteoismessi — and there may he great learn- 
ing in such great traab, as that of a shipwreck. 

And now to p«8 on, I again dreamed the same, 
and yet waa weak as to being fixed in the belief of 
the truth of it, and thereby I dwelt in a fearful tos^ 
ing of mind, ontil the Lord was pleased to fiivour me 
with his goodness, and in one of our ineetings to 
make it known to me only (as I found afterwards) 
that we should suiely suffer ship wreck,, and I firm-^ 
iy believed that it, was the Lord that had told me 
Mr|||iltehedmmiiidiodo withus; and tint for a sea- 
son, I WIS in tirooMe and ready to say, had I grae 
throqgh so much to4it me to gp forth in his service, 
•ad my friend* in kas return home &om his sarriee en 
Cod's aooount, and yet now must we be swallowed 
up ahim in the- great sea. ButO! bkwed iorever he 
&e aame oCourCtbd; for I had soon a great answer 
vctaiMd mtlmmy boeota of oer presenration^ aed t^9t 
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if we vmAd be faithful, \te ihoald have oiir Imt fof 
a prey. And I hinted sond^hmg of my miad to the 
captain, who seemed'somewhat startled at what Iswd, 
and lest he should be too much discouraged) I had 
given me to tell him, that I should see bim safe i» 
shore. Our trial was two miles from Duttganoa on 
the south-west shore of Ireland. 

Now I may hint a little how the Lord dealt with 
me to help my weakness. For I have thought that 
the Lord knowing how weak I wi», and yet willing 
to do hid will, he was pleased to give me a timely 
help to be the more fitted for the trial we had to go 
through. It being sometime before it came to pass, 
that the Lord was pleased to make the thing known 
to me only, and to na others; although there was in 
the ship one whom 1 preferred before myself^ at vi^ich 
I was somewhat thou^tful. Fat when 1 hinted a 
little of what was made known to me, in order to find 
out whether or no the friend had any knowlolge of 
that trial made known to him; I foudd rather, that it 
seemed t6 be like idle tales to him, somewhat like as 
Christ^s reaOrrection, when only the tidings were 
brought to the disciples by the woman. So I forbore 
to go any farther in the relation of it to him; ami yet 
I was preserved so as not to stagger in my mind, or 
disregard tlie numiiJsstations made known to me, fbam 
him that is true; and as I endeavoured to dw«U near 
him that is faithful and truei ray habitation was pleas- 
ant, until the sudden outcry was ]Mi>elaiaied) and no- 
thing ai^ared but outward . deabniction of all out 
lives. Then to^ a time my ou&ivard tabernftcb great- 
ly ^ook and trembled. But, Mossed be the great 
Lord of all our mercies^ the t««te <^ <(iaililiii|; was 
soon over, and it waai;^j^^4,M^^t was made koown 



d by Google 



to me M tbe grest ooein,thtt the idl wm God wovM 
eommimd the proud waves that they riiould not oome 
at fab servants io hart theoo^ as it was nid, << Touch 
not mine anointed— kIo my prophets no harm/^ And 
so it waS) my children, the great God dkt preserve 
us, I do believe for bis own name sake: fc^ althoagh 
it was at the time called Christmas eve that we wet% 
in &at great"«iifiering time of shipwreck, and a very 
cold season^ and we had for two days time little sus- 
tenance by wa}^ of food for oar bodies; and many 
times our heasAs wete under the great waves, which 
rolled over us, after the ship sunl^ by reason of the 
strokes she got on the dreadful rocks; afterwards she 
drove until she settled cm a sand bank. 

In that distress I had no help of man, or counsellor 
but the Lord alone, and thereby thought it best for 
me to, get to the upper side of ^ vessel, and fix my 
s6St by the shrouds when I was favoured so that I 
kept my h<dd, when the waves rolled over us; and 
remained in that wet condition about nine hours, in 
a cold time of frost and snow, before any of us got re- 
lief. And yet, as I said before, I was not hurt, or as 
I rem^nber, tmd so much as the head ache, or any 
surfeh of cold remaining in my bones, by reason of 
that so great trial. 

And thus, my dear children, the Lord is pleased 
to favour his heritage. For so it was with us, al- 
though many oi* the ship's company lost their lives; 
some perished with the cold, and others were drown- 
ed. And now let me say, I write not this relation 
of my havmg the thing ntade known to me only, be- 
cause I would have any one .think the better of me; 
no, that's not what i aim at; but that the poor in spi" 
rit) or weak ia their ofm eyes, (if willing to serve 



d by Google 



1 €6 MsttOBAifinms 

the Lord) mfty take a liitk coura|^ if ^KistiUe^ by 
tl^eae things which I hire related, and trust in die 
Lord, and foe truly wiUiag to servt him ia aU things 
that he may require of them. 

And no^ to pass on. We lan^d at a great man's 
house, a Roman Catholic, who was, with his wife, 
^ery kind to us. And she told us that their priest 
was concerned to pray lo the Lord for our preaerva* 
tion, and he afterwards said to the hearers, Uiat they 
ought to be kind to us, and do us no hurt, any more 
than if their Father the Pope wa^therev for tl^ir sins 
should be the same. 

And now I may say, that surely tiie Lord is wor- 
thy of the praise, for that of turning the papist priest^is 
heart so contrary to their own canons: and it baj^n- 
ed \¥ell for us, for the great man with his c^wn boat 
well manned, brought us ashore to his own house. 
These people were kind to us, and they sent a letter 
to our friends about twenty or thirty miles, which 
caused our friends to come with necessaries suitable 
to supply our wants, and horses to carry us home 
with them. 

And after all those trials, the God of the living 
helped me well along in my service for him, through 
many places, in all those parts. I was never laid 
up with sickne^ the remainder of that winter. I was 
some of the time with some other Friends, in that 
good serVice of visiting families in the city of Cork 
My companion's name was Elizabeth Jacobs, from 
Waterford, a widow, and her house was thfe first 
among Friends that I came to after our shipwreck, 
and she had already requested Frieiid's certificate^ in 
Order to visit Friends in Old England. So I got a 
good companion to go wUh me^ and I thought we 
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had good aeihrie&in many places where the Xiard was 
pleased to east oiir jots, 
'A0:er visitiiig several parts of the nation, sheitoys: 
We set forward in a, sort of a carriage called a stage 
coach or wagon, hy land, to a place in North Holland 
ylled Iwick, where there were two places that 
Fiiends m^ in, the old adversary, that arrives to 
k^lN^ unity amonga^^eople, having, instead of love, 
sowid discord. So it happened amongst them; they 
were but one meeMpag, and favoured with two minic^ 
tersb . One oi them got a party, and the other the 
rest of the meeting, ipet separately; and so for 
abfut ten years before we came there; which 
cost us no small load of grief for some time. At 
first our interpreter hid the cause from vn; but he 
was not able to keep the weight of their difference 
off us; because the true lovers of God must suffer 
when tha^-trtHh suffers. After we left them and 
returned back to the city Home, to our lodging, 
there came a solid man full of grief, (as we were) and 
told us his troubles, and the more because of his chil- 
dren, who were growing up to man and woman's es- 
tates, and he had a raisd to have them join with the 
right people caUed Quakers, and those near him were 
as aforesaid; but he was of the mind that we mi^t be 
made instmoiental to get them to meet together again; 
for he said, one of the ministers ^nd his wife are gone 
to live at Amsterdam; and so it was. We then left 
that place and took our journey for the city again, 
wh^ that friend lived; and I think I may say, send 
that truly, the God of peace helped us; for we went 
stndghtway to the Friend, and laid the case before Um 
in it very close manner, too tedious to mention to the 
i^il} toA v^ stiove with him to get himin the miod 
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lo go a§uii wilhas to that plMf) wli«nrtke«efiafition 
was, together with his wife, aad a FwitoA or two t9 
intcfpret And when we had prevatted witii the 
Frieod and hi* wife to go baak, we alao wiMe to the 
Friends of tfiat country how the ease waain our minds^ 
and we desired by a few4ined, dl of them to mlwti^ 
to one of the places, where they used to meet,-that 
we might try if we could he imlvunental to reclkeilifc 
them together again; and accordingly^ blesittd bf the 
X^rd, our labours pr^Kred betten^than at times *we 
eoald expect, and we ha(d some more naeetings with 
them, mostly all together. JiVorhtd a good tiilie,and 
Co all appemnce, left them in a good dogr^ of pUKX 
and love with each other, and they seemed glad that 
we were seat amongst them. Then we left them 
and set out on our journey towards Horne, theseoond 
ttma 

And in another place she remarks on^tltts wise, 
viz. 

We embarked the se<cond tiaie tor Holland; the 
master we went with, «^ called a Friend, bit did 
not do friendly by us, for ho went with ua to Fries- 
land; and put us into a Dutdbidiip to go to Holland, 
aad weaet out in obedience unto Ood, and had a fittr 
windf and sailed sweetly fMrawfailo; but at night the 
.wio4 grew boiitopoos, and the mariners young^aod 
umkiUulf 00 that we got fast on a amd bed, aad ifi 
mueb danger of losing of our lires, aad no deep ooold 
wiei^et that nigbt But blessed be his aiost holy 
nametiiat had been my preserver in mx troiddes^ he 
4id^otle«i^aieiathe seyeotk; £n> there was aeait^ 
iiaa>bettk wM maaaed, the aext day, and the yesitl 
mit^m» mfaeld togettiery eo that we a^xt to shiio 
uMi k; but may HRp «o( thiak it was a teaidUp fiv 
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wto go to a pkce where none knew us, Tkct any <h^ 
to speak to in the yesael, ner on the ritore as we knew 
«£ Yti we were ghji to have oar lives spared, to 
get once to shore agsJn^ and in stillfiess resigned to 
the LordV wi!l. ' And it so proved that one of the 
men had been a sailor that came with the boat, and 
was kind to us, for he eonld make shift to speak to 
twwhen we got on sliore. It was at a city called 
Eoques, the first on Holland shore, and near a day'a 
jcmracy for a stage wagon, before we got to our Friends. 
Bat the man liwit could sp^k to us helped us; for we 
told him our concern, and I suppose he told the peo- 
ple, for they were kind tons for our money. 

But by the way, I thought our God was to be re- 
membered, for all his favours to me a poor creature, 
as I am well. We got safe to the city Home, where 
our Friends lived* But no one there could speak to 
us. But I being there the summer before with an 
interpreter. Friends knew me again, and well it was 
80, for I knew not the way to the Friend's house, nor 
could I speak Dutch, but to make up that loss, one of 
Ihe Friend's children where I lodged the year be- 
fore, was a good way from home by the water side, 
and 1 knew him, and he me; and we went home with 
him, and some of the Friends came to us, and were 
glad to see us, but then having no interpreter, vve 
must of necessity hasten to our former interpreter; 
and so we gave Friends as it were a slender visit in 
Holland, and I came safe to England again in peace; 
my work there through the Lord's favour, proved 
easi^ tiian I expected when I left England, for my 
God whom I desire to serve in all things accepted the 
will for the deed; after I had, as Abraham, given up 
mj^self to do his will freely. And my children, all 
15 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



. 170 MS|iORANimiCS . 

tlie children of men oag^t so to be resigned, and Uien 
hard things in many reqpects may become easy. And 
when I came back lo England the second timci I 
stayed some time in Sunderland with Friends; and to 
the praise of my good God, I was well received for 
* his work sake. 

In another place it is noted; viz.-* 

I set forward again and came to WhitehaTeni aud 
stayed two meetings, with Friends there, where my 
mind gave me to believe that I saw a woman in the 
meeting that I could freely go with to be my com- 
panion over sea to Ireland; for several had offered to 
go with me, but I had not freedom to accept of them, 
but thought s^U 1 must leave it till I came to the sea 
port And so it was, I had the same woman for my 
companion, although not a minister, yet she was a 
sorrowful one, who mourned for the abomination of 
the times, and kept a school for teaching children: but 
she put by her school the week before I came there, 
and knew not why, till I came, and had no campanion 
to go with me across the sea. On the first of the 
eighth montli, I embarked a second time for Ireland, 
and that time, six days, we arrived at Holy Head, 
near Belfast, and travelled from thence to Newtown, 
when we had two meetings, mostly with the people 
of that town; and the Lord our God favoured us large- 
ly with his good presence in the times of our waiting 
on him, to his own praise do I desire to speak it, for 
he alone is worthy, yea, for evermore, amen, saith 
my soul. 
Afterwards speaking of being in Dublin fihe says: . 
And in that city a concern fell on me to visit Friends 
in their families, and also at Edenderry. I may 
truly say blessed be the Lord, for he greatly helped 
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in the good work. For I think that the service of 
visiting after a godly sort, is very beneficial to pro- 
mote true Christianity, as the other worldly and pro- 
fane visits, beget ungodliness and corrupt ways. I 
stayed that time about three weeks in Dublin, to wait 
for a passage to England; and in that time had very 
close work, both in meetings and in visiting inany 
Friend's families; for it was chiefly to the widows and 
some others; and I have cause to think it is the Lord's 
work, and that he delights in it when it is done in his 
fear, and in the innocency of his truth. Then we left 
Dublin in good unity with Friends, and sweet peace 
in my bosom; and 1 embarked the second time for 
England, the first day of the first month; and on the 
second of the same, we arrived at Whitehaven, hav- 
ing a pleasant passage. And then my mind began to 
go a Utile too fast home; for I was ready to say in my 
heart, let me go home, if I must come back again: 
but it was not good for me to think so, therefore let 
none that wpuld do the best they can, take example 
in that 

After mentioning being in, or visiting Cumber- 
land* Lancashire, London, &c. she says: 

I took shipping in company with John Richardson, 
who was drawn from home to visit Friends and others 
in Pennsylvania, and came again with sweet peace in 
my bosom to Philadelphia, being away in that visit 
for truth's service, three years lacking two months. 
And now saith my soul, the Lord our God is worthy 
of everlasting praises to all eternity, that has been 
pleased so to &vour a poor worm, to bring her in 
safety to her outward home again. 
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Second Voyage to Europe. 

It pleased my good God and Heatenly Father to 
send me over the great oeean, in the 6M year of my 
age, in the year 1744, and my companion was Eliza- 
beth Morgan. We embarited in the Philadelphia 
Galley, bound for London, north about Scotland; but 
by reason of contrary winds, were safely put into 
Derry harbour, in the north of Ireland; having had 
ten weeks passage wanting two days. The people 
were kind to us for our money, and we had a comfort- 
able meeting with the Pres1)yterians about two miles 
from the city. Prom thence we went w^^h two or- 
derly men, who for hire, carried us with our clothes 
on horseback behind them, to Colerain, where our 
good Master owned us with a good measure of his 
spirit, to speak a little for his honour; for truly he 
above dl is to be honoured forever. And we visited 
through most of the northern parts of Ireland; and 
many times where the Lord's living presence was 
ttiet with, my heart has been more gladdened than 
with the increase of outward things. 

Again she says: 

Being at my worthy friend, William Lightfoot% 
the good part got hold on my mind, and prevailed On 
me to write a little of my experience and of the Lord's 
dealings with me in this voyage and journey. The 
ever blessed One so wrought upon me as to mortify 
the first nature, and through his goodness, I can tSfty 
say, that my mind has been more and more confeem- 
ed for the working down every thing that would get 
above the good seed. I thmk we are never safe unless 
we feel the protection of God's power, and the manner 
thereof sq operating in us as to break us into tender- 
ness; then it is that we know how to demean ourselves 
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before him, who can and does work such a change, 
that I, or any of his ministers are truly made able to 
qpeak for the encouragement of the true travellers, 
and point out the way to the kingdom. Self with its 
witlings and runnings must be mortified, otherwise 
the vessel will not be enough cleansed; and if not, 
how can the great work please the great Minister of 
the sanctuary, whose life is our light, and to do his 
will is our delight and greatest joy. Therefore let 
my soul bless and praise the living God, who has been 
pleased to do for me, a poor unworthy creature, more 
than I could have asked of him, or thought of. 
Although I have had many, yea more than common 
deliverances, both from shipwreck at sea, and vari- 
ous trials on land, in my pilgrimage thus far through 
time, yet I find it still safe for me, and I believe for 
all the children of my Father's house, to think little 
of themselves; for all the good that any of us are ca- 
pable of doing, is from the ability that the God and 
Father of all our mercies bestoweth on us, for his 
own honour's sake only. Therefore, saith my soul, 
let our mouths, comparatively speaking, lay in the 
dust, and then in the Lord's time he will furnish with 
a sure evidence of that hope which will be as an anr 
chor, enabling to endure all things, that the ever 
blessed One may sete meet to try his servants with, in 
this uncertain world ; and therebjr shall we be enabted to 
look unto him for that recompense of reward,^which only 
can make the hearts of his followers rejoice and sing 
''or joy^ because their soul's comforter is yet to be met 
with, and he that is a wonderfiil counsellor and 
strength to their minds, to hold on their way in seek- 
iog to know and to do his will to the utmost, whilst 
15* 
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life and understandings are lengthened out to us, ae* 
cording to the good purpose of God in making i^ 

On the 20th of 2d mo. 1745, we took shipping 
(rom Dublin to Whitehaveni and in our passage, near 
the Isle of Man. we saw a vessel which appeared to 
be an enemy, sailing sometimes one way, and some- 
times another, almost round us. At first, I was a lit- 
tle shocked; but when I turned my mind inward to 
the only true counsellor, I had to believe that the 
Lord would discourage them; and I found a concern 
to pray for them, that God might give them grace, 
and influence Ibem with his holy spirit, to do justice, 
*^d love mercy, for his name sake. Now, my dear 
children, and all that are well inclined, I may say of 
a truth, I am glad the Almighty was pleased to influ- 
ence me with the good spirit of pure love to those 
who appeared to be enemies. Blessed be his great 
name forever. Sure I am that none could deem them- 
selves more unfit for his service, than I did; and that 
feeling was strengthened by my being so far advanc- 
ed'in ye^rs. 

Oh! saith my soul, that all mankind, the world 
over, werfe but willing enough to have their minds 
stayed upon the Lord, the God of the living, that they 
might he made willing to part with all the world's 
glory fbr a sure person of divine peace, and holy 
quiet in their bosomsl than would suoh know how to 
buy the truth for thwiselve^ ,«nd a true care remain 
4>n their minds not f.(^ sell it* 

From JJewcastlei we journeyed into Scotland, 
where, finding meetings small, X let in reasonings and 
fear, thinking my gift was so little, the people might 
imagine my service scarce worth my entc^jlainment; 
and under these considerations, I would willingly 



d by Google 



OF 8U8AKHA liomais. 17^ 

have turned back iotoEnglancUigiin; but whea I got 
to be truly atill, libund no peace io looking baek^ and 
had to believe I must visit Ihoae few there; and that 
to do the will of God was oar duty, in this life; and 
as I found my mind devoted thereto, was favoured 
on the high way with the joys of God's salvatloB, 
when no mortal eye beheld; and I may truly say, we 
have no cause to complaiuy^for the Lord was with us 
in our journeying through Scotland; and though at' 
times^ my poverty was great, yet blessed be his holy 
name, he hath never failed to give unto his children, 
riches in poverty, and strength in weakness. We 
have cause to i^^eak well of the blessed name of' our* 
Grod, who has so eminently helped in time of great 
difficulties^ when he alone was trusted and relied up- 
on. For there is no rock of salvation like unto the 
God of the living. He is the only true God, that an- 
swers by fire; for all the rightly minded amongst the 
children of men, their works are, in the love of Grod, 
tried as by fiery trials; that so we poor worms may 
the more depend on the allwise Giver of every good 
gift, and may feel after iresh incomes of the r^new* 
ings of love and life, from him that can give, and al- 
so take away at hi^ pleasure, that which we may chief- 
ly delight in. And therefore, Ob! let the true Is- 
raelites long to be enabled i» say, blessed and praised 
be the name and power of the living Lord God, for- 
ever iftore, world without end, amen. For I am one 
the Lord has brought through great and eminent dan- 
gers, both by sea and land, some of which I would 
be (^ to have written down for the honour of God, 
in a fuller and belter manner^ tihan I can do. I would 
ndl have it done for my own, or tor the honoor of 
afljr of mine^ but his aiooe; Sgr <^he that will aave 
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his life AM lose it, but he that will lose his life for 
my sake, shall find it*' There is no helper like un- 
to the living God. He will help all those that tnily 
trust in him, and give tliem to know an overcoming 
of the willings and runnings of the first nature; and 
that is to some, a hard thing to get the victory over* 
Wherefore, it may well be said, that a man's worst 
enemies are those of his oVn house* 

I am now at the age of sixty-three years, and jetl 
find I have as much need as ever, to seek unto the 
Lord, to be enabled to do his will. 

For all mankind, both rich and poor, that do seek 
the Y-ord so as to find him, will be well rewarded for 
their pains. For, dear hearts, there is none can serve 
a better master; for the Lord careth well for all the 
sheep of his pasture, every way, even soul and body. 
Those who hearken to hear his voice^ will not, by any 
means, follow the wrong leader into his crooked and 
libertine ways; but the Lord will reveal his loving 
kindness to the upright For our God is unchange- 
able, and his ways are unchangeable; but the gate is 
strait, and the way is narrow, to the children of 
pride; neither will the crooked twisting enemy, lead 
there; for he leads in the proud way; in it the flesh 
can get along with less care and crosses, with a sort 
of vain hope, flattering thwnselves, because there are 
so many in number no stricter than they; not consr- 
dering rightly, what it is that gives the only true evi- 
dence of the unfeigned hope of all the sanctified, 
which is the evidence of Christ within them, the true 
hope of everlasting glory, given to all them that abide 
steadfast in the love of Grod, through Jesus Chriist our 
Lord, who sufiered for the sonis of men without the 
gates of Jerusalem, afid rose again, and is ascended 
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on high, Md hM reeeived gifts for men, ev€ii the re- 
bellious to prepare tiielieartB of the children of men, 
that 2B«tnilj wilHng to be thereby sanctified through 
fatifa, unto whom be ev^asting praises given, forever. 
I have thou^ that none of the Lord's servants could 
well say that they had suffered enough; for the God 
of the living best knows when our sufferings are all 
through. But the best, ye my children can do, or I, 
or any one else, that truly are bent to follow the Lord 
through many trials is this, let them shut their hearts 
up against the flesh, and steadily turn to the God of 
true hope, for he is able to help through all hardships. 
Oh, let us trust in him, the Lord Jehovah, for in him 
is everlasting strength. 

She embarked, 11th mo. 8th, in the 64th year of 
her age, and returned home from her second visit in 
Europe> in the year 1746. 

TTiird Voyage to Eur(y)e. 

In the seventieth year of my age, I found draw- 
ings in my mind, by the spirit of my good Master, 
to cross the great ocean again, and visit Old England, 
in some parts where I had not been, which I gave up 
to the third time. I left my home, and came with 
my dear husband to Philadelphia Half years' meet- 
ing, whieb was held the d6th of the Sd mo. 1752, 
new stile. I staid there until the ;31st of said month, 
and titen embarked with Mary Weston, who was 
on her return from a religious visit in America, 
and a Friend from Lang Island, named Phebe Dodge, 
who was under a concern of mind to visit the churches 
in Old England. 

NoU.-SofhiM Hume was Susanna's companion, 
it appears, at least, in part of ikii last visit to England. 
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On the 21st of 8th mo. 1753, she and Phebe Dodge, 
set forward from London, to Gravesend, and embark- 
ed for America, in the 7l9t year of Susanna's ag^, 
landed at Philadelphia the latter end of 10th mo. 
after a pretty rough passage, where she met with her 
husband. She likewise noted: — 

In some places a constraint came upon me, to cry 
out against the too frequent use of tobacco, in all 
shapes, and the too frequent use of stlt^ng liquors. 
And, my dear fellow-labourers, let me say, 1 am fully 
of the mind, that these things are a great obstruction 
' to that glorious work that is to be wrought out with 
fear and trembling; and I think I have the mind of 
truth therein, and sure I am that I was constrained 
so to testify to many, in this my journey to, and 
again, yea, in public meetings, and likewise against 
that unsound speech — you, to a single person. 

It is to be regretted that these Extracts from Susanna Morris's 
Account of her Travels and Exercises, close thus abruptly. But 
none of her originid manuscripts have come into the hands of the 
editors. 



Counsel to a Young Person. 

It is of very great importance to us, in our passing 
along through time, to make a ri^t beginning in our 
early years. If, in the season of youth, we lay a 
good fotmdation, by wisely considering the value of 
our precious time, and habituating ourselves to a course 
•f self-denial and humility, we shall be likely to pass 
along, through succeeding y^ars, with much more 
tranquillity, peace and comfort to ourselves, and mor# 
usefulness and satisfaction to dtir fellow-creatures, than 
if the days of our youth are wasted in trifling, nn- 
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profitbale amasements,*— our posiioiis and inclinations 
indulged^ and our minds unsubjeqted to the cross of 
Christ 

Now, as to every one there is given a sure director, 
an inward guide, or holy principle in the mind, to 
distinguish between good and evil, and to lead the 
attentive mind in the way to eternal life and happi- 
ness; how necessary it is, that we endeavour early to 
become acquainted with the voice of this internal 
teacher, and to give up our whole hearts, in obedience 
to its requirings. The Lord loves an early sacrifice. 
Let this be deeply impressed on thy mind; and also / 
remember the gracious promise; <*They that seek me 
early, shall .find me/' There is, indeed, abundant 
encouragement to give up in obedience to that which 
is made manifest in the heart. May thy mind be 
daily engaged, in seeking to know what is the holy, 
divine will, concerning thee. Love retirement and 
stillness. Love sobriety, and to meditate in the law 
of the Lord, written in thy heart Accustom thy- 
self to contemplate on the wonderful condescension 
and loving-kindness, of infinite wisdom and good- 
ness toward the children of men. Let thy spirit be 
clothed with meekness and humility ; for the ornament 
of a meek and quiet spirit is, in the divine sight, of 
great price. Strive always to dwell in the holy fear 
of the Lord, which is " the beginning of wisdom,'' 
and which "keeps the hes^t clean;'*— so shall thy 
days pass on in quietness and tranquillity; and that 
I^ce of mind, which nqpe of the pleasures and va- 
nities of this world can ever possibly afford, will be 
thy happy portion, both here and hereafter^ 
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mmamBoen. 

For the instruction and encouragement of survi- 
vors, it is desirable that a history of the upright life 
and conversation of this exemplary individual, 
might be published. His scrupulous regard to the 
principles of righteousness and truth, might operate 
as a stimulus to others to do likewise. The follow- 
ing anecdotes, perhaps imperfectly stated from me- 
mory, may induce others to furnish additional evi- 
dences of this kind, or a more detailed account of his 
life and character, than the annexed testimony of his 
■friends, tliough highly valuable, exhibits. 

William Boon was a coloured man, who resided 
near Mount Holly, New Jersey. Through industry 
and economy, he acquired a small property, where he 
lived in much simplicity, and in the exercise of be- 
nevolence and hospitality. He was very careful 
in his conversation, to keep to the plain language, ^4he 
language of truth. An anecdote is related of him, to 
this effect. A wealthy neighbour, a white man, fre- 
quently availed himself of William's obliging dispo- 
sition, by using his grindstone, instead of procuring 
one for himself. On an occasion of this kind, his 
neighbour told him he was obliged to him for the 
use of his grindstone, to which William returned the 
customary compliment of saying, he was welcome. 
After the man was gone, William became uneasy with 
his expression of reply, as being insincere. He, there- 
fore went to his neighbour and made an acknowl^)||^ 
ment,ihat although he had fbld him he was welcome, 
yet it was only in conformity to custom, and was not 
the case, for he thought his neighbour was better able 
to keep a grindstone of his own than he was. 
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How much belter for haaaan society, if all men 
were cu^efiil to speak tlie truth in sincerity, on 
all occasions. Many customary compliments, and 
many vulgar expressions, mi^t be dispensed with, 
as wantii^ in sincerity, simplicity, and truth. 

William appears to have been as scrupulous in his 
adh^^nce to the- principles of justice and the rights 
of property, as he -was in regard to truth and since- 
rity in his communications. He, with several others, 
being employed by a wealthy &rmer, to mow the 
meadows attached to the place, called Breezy Ridge, 
on Inomberton creek; William unfortunately strudc,. 
with bjs scythe, a partridge that was concealed from 
his view, in the grass, and killed it As it appeared to 
be in good order, his companions prc^XMsed that he 
should take it home for his own use. William, how- 
ever, was not easy to do so; he said the partrid^ did 
not belong to him, but to the owner of the meadow. 

On another occasion, he displayed the acuteness 
of bis feelings in regard to the rights of property. 
With other labourers, he was employed to cut tim- 
ber in the {Mines, at a distance from the settlements. 
They took proviinon with them, to encamp for a week 
or two in the woods; but finding an empty cabin on 
lands that did not belong to their employer, they 
made use of it William's mind, however, was not 
quite satined, and after his return, he took an early 
opportunity to represent the case to the owner of the 
cabin, who lived some miles from him. 
* It appears that William had a testimony ; against 
4iireling ministry, and the following circumstance 
Wott^t it into active operation. A man, near Mount 
Holly, went to William to buy some wood. As he 
was in the habit of sdling wood, he agreed to funush 
16 
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him with the qiiatitity wuted. AAer AiB waft dclne, 
and the account aot paid, Wiltttm und^Htoodi (bt 
recollected, that he was a hireling minhltery and (ek 
tscrupuloos of taking money which was obtained for 
preaching, as it would not be^ in hi« ipj^henaioti, 
bearing a faithful testimony against prfeat^s wages. 
So he went to the man, and enqnis^ whether he got 
his 'money by preaching. On bcdng answered in the 
affirmative, William told him he could not take hk 
money in pay for the wood, as he did not apptOVe of 
making money by preaching, and so left it on the 
conscience of the hireling minister. 

On another ocoasion, it was i^senred to Mm, that 
he appeared to be endeavouring to walk in the foot- 
steps of John Woolman. After a pause, he said, «< I 
am endeavouring to follow the footsteps of Christ.^' 
A few yeans before his death, William Boeh was 
vimted by some Friends from Bucks coun^, who 
remarked to him that they understood he had a testi- 
mony, not only against i^very, but against using such 
articles as were raised or procured through the labour 
of slaves. He admitted that was the case. They tlmn 
queried with him, whether he did not thi^k hard of 
his brethren and Friends, who did not adcq^t his tes- 
timony againA'the use of the products of slave kft^oia:, 
William paused awhile, then replied, <<Ah! obedi- 
ence is every thing with me. I bdie«e it is right for 
me. If others have not seen this testimony as dear 
as I have, I must not judge and ccmdeniQ ditm. Obe- 
dience to what is made known, is- every thing.'' - 

When William was drawing nearhis close, through 
weakness and the decay of nature, his mind was pte- 
s^ved clear and tranquil. On being visited by a 
Priendy at this season, t remadi was made req^eeting 
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the o^m an4 petotfiil state wImH h^ appeared to be 
in; iukI hq waa ;idied by wb«t meaos he bad attained 
to sucb a hapi^y alMfu WiUiam rq[>Iied9 ^< by keep- 
iag my mind Qaiyr, atid reaiatitig eYery thing ths^ 
made it uneaay/^ 

•^ testimony from Friends ofMounf Holly ^ New 
Jersey^ concerning William Boen. 

Aa the me^iory of those who hare foUowed the 
leadings of that t^M^her which ieadeth into all truth, 
and enables its votaries to become, by e^ample^ 
preachers of rij^teoi|sn^ s» i s. preeioua^ we feel en- 
gird to give th^ following testimoiiy eonceming our 
deceased Friends William Boen, a coloured m«n. 

H^ was bom in the year 1735, in the neighbour- 
hood of Rancocas. Being a slave by birth, he bad 
varfliitle opportunity of acquiring useful learning; 
yet by bis own industry and care, he succeeded in 
learning to read and write. 

His mind bficame seriously impresc^d while very 
young, and ha ^nsas induced in early lile, to attend to 
the monitions of light and life in his own mind, be- 
ing convjtficod, fr^m what h^ felt within h4m» of the 
existence of a Supreme B^ing; and also of th^ man- 
ner of his visiting the children of men, by tha in- 
ward peace which he felt upon a faithftil performance 
of what he thus apprebwd?d to be hi<9 duty. 

About the 28th year of his age, her contracted fq^ 
his Qreodomi and having entered into miurriag^^* 
gagementji with a woman in the neighbourhood, ^<f 
not bein^ at that time, a member of our society,. he 
was straiteqed in his mind how to accompli^ it; as 
he was fully ^nvinced of our toaUmopy ^i^ that re- 
spect 
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In tfiif afitulty, he made known his sitaatton to 
our deputed Friend, Jcrfin Woofanan^ who, to relieve 
him, had a number of persona conyened at a Eriend^s 
hoase, where they were married irfler the manner of 
our society, and a certificate to that effect, furnished 
them by tliose present 

About this time he made application to become a 
member of our society; but way not opening in 
Friends^ minds, he was not received, but encouraged 
to continue faithful; which we brieve he did, from 
the acoount we have of nearly his whole life. 

He was concerned above all things, to walk in the 
path of truth and righteousness; and according to his 
measure, to be faithful to every opening of duty, by 
which means he obtained the esteem of all who knew 
bim. 

As he thus continued steadfast to the light in* his 
own mind, he was in a remarkable manner favoured 
to see the necessity of a daily cross to all the gratifi* 
cations of self, and that the cause of truth cannot grow 
in us, while we are governed by a woridly ^irit 

By yielding full obedience to that light, which it 
was his chief<^ joy to follow, he became truly con- 
vinced of the necessity of maintaining the various 
testimonies wliich we, as a people, have been called 
upon to bear; tnd, in some respects, he had to bear a 
testimony against things in which many of his white 
brethren indulge, particuls»'ly in regard to slavery; 
refusing to wear, or use ki any shape, articles which 
come through that corrupted channel. And, we be- 
lieve, it was through dedication to the Lord, and an 
tinreserved surrender of his will, to the Divine will, 
that he was brought to see these things in that light, 
which deceived! not. Thus, evincing by his conver- 
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sation and example, the truth of that declaration, 
<< the children of the Lor4 ahall b^ taught of the 
Lord, and great shall be the peace of hia children; 
and in righteouaness ahall they be eatabliahed/' 

It appearsi not only from his own words, but also 
from his weighty example, that his great concern was 
to keep hia mind ea^y, believing that right and wrong 
actions would result either in peace or pain within; 
hence, bis great pare was to <* try all things by the 
mind/* as he expressed it, or the light of Christ with- 
in; with which he was, no doubt, in a remarkable 
manner favoured; esteeming it right to be faithful to 
every manifested duty^ however in the cross, or in- 
signific^t to the carnal mind, these small duties 
might appear; and as he was found, like the servant 
in the parable, << faithful in the little," he was strength- 
ened to rule over the carnal prope^iaities of his na- 
ture, bringing his words and actions into the obedience 
of Christ. His humility was such, that although in 
low drcumstances, he appeared to be content, and 
even refused to indulge himself in rich food or cloth- 
ing, saying that << bread and water was good enough 
for him.** In 1814, he was, on .a{^lication, received 
into membership with us, and continued to the last, 
when able, a steady attender of our meetings, for 
worship and discipline. 

He enjoyed reasonable health and strength until 
about his 87th year, when his strength began to fail, 
but his fapulties remained good until his end. 

Some weeks previous to his death, he spoke of it 
with the utmost composure, and recounting his past 
trials and experiences said, << he bad thought he was 
alone with reg^trd to his testimony against slavery.'* 
But as though he had fresh evidences thereof, said, 
16* 
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<'hc believed it would grow and increase among 
Friends.'^ He appeared perfectly resigned to death, 
havtng no will therein; and as he expressed himsdf, 
^^ that some died hard and others e$sy, but for him- 
self, he had no wish for either, being fully resigned 
to the Divine will in all things."^ 

To a Friend present, the day previous to his death, 
he stated << that he felt himself gomg very fast; but 
that he had no wish to stay.'^ His weakness increas- 
ing, and having no desire to take any nourishment, 
he was asked if he was sick, or felt any pain; to 
which he answered, <Uhat he felt neither pain nor 
sickness, but weakness, and a total disrelish for every 
thing of this world.** His weakness continued to 
increase until he passed quietly away, on the ni^t of 
the 12th of the 6th month, 1824, in the 90th year of 
his age; and we doubt not, he has entered into his 
heavenly Father^s rest. 

Read in, and approved by. Mount Holly Prepara- 
tive meeting of Friends, held 4th mo. 26th, 1825. 

Amos Bullock, Clerk. 

Approved also by Mount Holly Monthly meeting 
and Burlington Quarterly meeting, 

ADMONITION. 

*^ Obey, through life, the iospeaking voice divine, 
And happiness forevermore is thine. 
Though ills on iUs> tho* storms on storms assail 
Thy sinking form, and all life's comforts fail; , 
Peace, heaven's own peace, will to thy breast return,. 
And thou wilt wonder,, that thou canst not mourn."^ 
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Israel Foulke, the author of the following lettef, 
was a worthy member and elder of Richland Month- 
ly meetingfBucks county, Pennsylvania. He, was 
long afflicted with a cancer in his face^ which he bore 
with much meekness and patience. The << opportu- 
nity'' he alludes to was a season of retirement with 
some Friends^ who were travelling in the service of 
Truth, and made him a visit. He died not long 
after. 

Letter from Israel Foulke. 

Richland^ 30th of 10/A mo. 1822. 
Beloved Friend, 

My spirit was refreshed in the precious, though 
short opportunity we were favoured with together, 
last seventh-day morning, and I think my mind re- 
ceived some instruction, which I hope will be profit- 
able. 

And now I feel a freedom to impart something re- 
specting the state of my own mind, and how it has 
fared with me, under the present afflictive dispensa- 
tion; wherein I have abundant cause humbly to ac- 
knowledge the merciful kindness, and manifold fa- 
vours of my heavenly Father, particularly in favour- 
ing mc with a calm, peaceful, and resigned state of 
mind, which, if it is mercifully continued to the end, 
I ask no greater favour: for although I have often 
felt like one that was passing through a land of 
drought and famine^ yet it has pleased him in whom 
I trust, sometimei to optn a liUle access ta the di- 
vine fountain, wherry my mind has been revived, « 
and encouraged to hope and persevere to the end; 
and poor, and unworthy as I am, and am often feel- 
ingly sensible thcMof, yet I have aometimea been 
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pfrmiUed to feel my miad a little animateil in a^lici- 
ptting the proipect, of ere long being admitt^ to 
join^ the society of mj beloved Friesdsi who are 
gone b^ore^ and to mingle with the apirita of the 
just^ made perfect Oh I how humbling the proa- 
peet! Oh I how little muat we feel on being adoutterf 
into such exalted society. 

\Vhen I contemplate the state of our religious so- 
ciety, my mind is covered with mourning and ^d- 
ness. The apparent langour and indifference which 
is often observable in religious meetings, is cause of 
deep mourning; and I have someUmes thought that 
one great cause of declension, has been the neglect 
of parents to feel after a right qualification to watch 
the gradual unfolding of the understanding of their 
children, and to labour early to imbue their tender 
minds with ri^t principles and ideas, before wrong 
ones become established. But, alas! how is this to 
be expected from such parentSf who hfive attained to 
very little, or no experience themselves; it is impos- 
sible for them to communicate that which they have 
not; and we, none of us, have any thing but what we 
have received. 

With the salutation of love, I conclude, thy friend, 

Israel Foulke. 



JEIien Evans. 

Ellen Evans, of Qwyoedd, Penoayivapja, was ^n 
example of piety and iodq^y, fiauig €^y in the 
morning, and encouraging ottort Ho t^ dp; often ob- 
serving, that thofe who lay late, \f^ the youthful 
beauty of the day, and waslad >tht mo^^i^wM^ii^ 
of their time^ duU the sm wm 4iie caodU 9^ the 
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worldi which called upon us to arise, and ajqpljr to 
our several duties. 

She spoke of the benefit which attended preserv- 
ing the characters of those faithful ministers and el- 
ders in the church, whose pious lives, and happy dis- 
solution, if held up to the view of posterity, might 
be a likely means of kindling the same holy zeal, and 
a resolution to tread in their footsteps. 

She delighted to converse with the Indians about 
their sentiments of the Supreme Being, and said she 
discovered evident traces of divine goodness in their 
uncultivated minds. 

She died the 29th of 4th month, 1765, aged about 
80 years. 



<* God if our reftige and itrength, a Tory pretcnt Help in trou- 
ble.*'— Pm^ 46. 

Father! to thee I breathe my prayer! 
Father! on thee I cast my care; 
Strength of the weak! where but to thee 
Frail, tempted, trembling, can I flee? 

save thy child ! the trying hour 
Drawsnear in all its fearful power; 
Snares all around me, clouds above. 
Save, or I perish, God of love! 
Yes: thou wilt save! on thee alone, 

1 lean; thine arm is round me thrown; 
A gleam of Heaven's own blessed light 
Is dawning on my spirit's night! 

I cannot doubt, I cannot fear. 
For O my father! thou art near; 
Ccmfidingly I look to thee. 
Thou, thou, wilt give the victory I 
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LeHer frwn WiOiam Huni, to Uriah Wbolman, 

Colchester^ 6th mo. Zl, 1773, 
TaULY tnflTED CovsiNt 

In the oontinoed feeling of true brotherly r^gardi*-^ 
in the heavenly relation of the inward miuiy accordr 
in^l to the tender mercies of our God, — I salutQ the^ 
and inform that we are in health. 

I received thy very acceptable letter of the 3d 
months which ministered humbling satisfaction U> 
my mind| in a sense of the abounding of that uniiyi 
which is peace. We parted with dear cousin John 
Woolmant two days since. He was thea as well as 
usual. He has great and acceptable service here* 
The singularity of his appearance^ is not only strange, 
hut very exercising to many valuable Friends, who 
hwre had several opportunities of conference with 
him. Some are still dissatisfied; others are willing 
to leave it The purity of his ministry gains univer- 
sal sipprobation. I hope he stands on that Founda- 
tion, which win bear him through all. He is now 
gone towards Yorkshire; and we are bending for 
Norwich, in company with Deborah and Sarah Morris. 

Since I wrote thee from Liverpool, in the 10th 
month, we have been through England^ which was a 
laborious, exercising journey. But Divine help was 
near, to supp^ and enable us to pass th^u^ many 
trying dispena^tions. Blessed he biii holy Name, 
who is worthy to htve the first fruits of lUl our la- 
bours. We now puipoae, if the l-ord open our way 
according to present prospect^ shortly to embark for 
Holland. 

Thus, I give thee a short hint ^f ojur i^ffi^fbg along. 
I always rejoice on (les^^ng frciBi thee, if ly^U, and 
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qrm|wthiie^ if <)tiicffwi#B; ats my life is math wrap- 
{Mfd 1^ in thftt hft»nonioQ8 sweetness which we so 
^ueiitljr partook of,-HBo that aeither length of time, 
nor ftipiirfcttoli of o»r little frames, in the leftst abates 
its circulation: but with jnenewed satisfaction, I re- 
member the pleasant moments we enjoyed together. 
Please to give my dear love to thy wife, and all 
our rehitions, which concludes me, in afifectionate 
nearness, thy loving cousin, 

William Hunt. 

From John Woolman^s Manuscript JournaL 
*' Beloved, now are we the sons of God; and it 
doth not yet appear, what we shall be; but we know 
that when he shall appear, we shall be like him, for we 
shall see him as he is.'^ He, our Redeemer, is the 
perfection of pure love; and when, by the operation 
of his spirit upon us, we are cleansed throughout, and 
our S0UI9 are so united to him, that we love our fel- 
low creatures, ad he loveth us; we then' see, evident- 
ly, that in this inward conformRy to Divine Grood- 
ness, stands the trne happiness of intelligent creatures. 

From the Leeds Mercury^ Oct, 13, 1772. 

Died, on Wednesday last, at York, of the small- 
pox, John Woolman, of New Jersey, in North 
America, — an eminent preacher amongst the people 
called Quakers. His life exhibited a very singular, 
and striking example of self-denial; adorned with an 
amiable sweetness of disposition, and affectionate good 
will to mankind universally. 

His feeliggs for the bondage and oppression of the 
poor enslaved negroes, were so exquisfli^> that be con- 
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scieiitioiwly refased every tccimiiiiedationy both ia 
dietind ajqiftrel, which waa produced by their labour. 
£(e was upon a religious visit to his friends in thii 
nation, and has left a wife and £unily in Ameriea* 

Extract qf a Letter^ dated 2d of 1st mo. 1831. 

/^ I wrote 3rou last week; since which the. old year 
}rts taken its leave of us, and the new one- been wel- 
comed ih its place. How many who began the year 
with us, m likely as we to see its close, have been 
called, from time to eternity ! 

*« While, with ceaseless course, the sun 

Hasted through the former year; 
Many souls their race have run. 

Never more to meet us here. 

Fix'd in an eternal state, 

Thef have done with all below; 
fVe, SiJiitle longer wait. 

But how littlef none can know." 

With what rigidity, the last year has winged its 
flight Though it has been a year of general health, 
yet thirteen of our neighbours have died. <<Tbe 
places which once knew them, will know them no 
more, forever." But, how soon they are filled by 
others! and in a short time, durswin be so too! We 
shall go the sray of all the earth; and, except among 
a very few dear Friends, it will quickly be as < though 
we ne'er had been." Is it not a humbling thought, 
that ^^ we shall pass away, and be forgotten, and the 
world be neither wiser nor better, for our having 1 
inhabitants thereof?" 
TniiijTif flfTi^iirTn, rii *' 

»•■ • n»c«lttrliEts Pfciiiide^liiiu 
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IM JAKX8 SAMTOH's HABBATIYE. 

Introduction. 

The following miscellaneous work ^as originally 
intended, by the author, for his own improvement 
Bef^ of a thoughtful turn of mind, and at times fa- 
voured with strong desires to experience a growth in 
true wisdom, he was iilduced, in his retirements, to 
pen down sutfi occurrences as made a strong impresp 
stons on hi$ mind, in order to receive instruction and 
improvement, froai a frequent review of them. The 
Narratives of his youth, the Reflections, the Diaries 
and Soliloquies, were written with this intention. 
But, apprehending himself led in his arduodi journey 
towards renovation, somewhat differently from many 
others, he has, in hopes o^afibrding some way-marks 
to the poor desponding traveller whomay come after, 
been made willing to submit them to the . inspection 
and use of survivors. As the author's 9ole. view in 
wishing them ever to be made public, ft the good of 
Boifls, he will avoid, as much as he conveni^dy can, 
introducing any private history, or account of him- 
self, which doth not appear pretty intimately connect- 
ed with that great end. But as this work may fall 
into the hands of some, who would wish to be' inform- 
ed something Respecting his parentage; it may not be 
improper, briefly to say, he was born of reputable 
parent Benjamin and Ann Hamton^^is father being 
a farmer in \^ghtstown, Bucks county^ and a useful 
and respectable member of religious society. His 
mother was a tender-spirited, virtuous woman, who 
endeavoured early to impress on the tender minds of 
her offipring, the true principles of religion. He 
was bom the 29th ^ the iSd month, 1764. 

• 0om«.%f the IudUj write tbe name Bmpt^n. 
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NARRATIVE I. 

A Review of the first stage of Life, to the four- 
teenth year. 

1768. — I well remember being very early impress- 
ed with ideas of good and evil, and of the existence 
of an Almighty, benevolent Being, who made the 
world, and all things in it; and who protected' afid 
rewarded good people. I also had some terrific no- 
tions of a cruel, wicked being, Who kept bad men in 
a doleful place" of perpetual torment. This was about 
my fourth year. I even then saw something of the 
beauty of goodness, and deformity of vice. As I 
grew older, the passions gathered strength; I was ex- 
cessively fond of play, and thought hard of restraint; 
was peevish, and troublesome to my mother, when 
she prudently-restricted me from the undue indulgence 
of these yoilthful follies; and was often disobedient. 
I was also, very early, sensible of an inward princi- 
ple convicting me of the evil of my ways. 

1770. — I learned to read about the seventh year of 
my age. When at school, among idle, wicked boys, I 
increased much in vanity and folly, but was preserv- 
ed from the grosser crimes of quarrelling, swearing, 
lying, &c. My excessive fondness for play, made 
me often importunate for leave to go out on first-days^ 
in the afternoon, to associate with th^ boys of the 
neighbourhood. With this liberty, I was sometimes 
indulged, though highly unfavourable to innocence. 
I loved vain talk, jesting, .and laughter, and was much 
a]^laaded for the acuteness of my wit, by those who, 
from theijT age and situation, ouj^ rather to have re- 
proved my^ fblly. Thus injuoiciously excited to a 
% 
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foolish emulatH>n, the shoots of lightness and vanity 
tOQk deep root in me, much to th^ injury of every 
plant of virtue. how many bitter* sighs and tears 
ims it oest me, to get even measurably clear of these 
corrupt and degrading propensities. 

1774. — About the tenth year of my age, a war 
broakiog out between England and America, and 
Friends being generally opposed to the measures, and 
suffering much in many respepts, the schools dropped, 
and thus I was kept much at home. Here, secluded 
from temptations to folly, I grew more sober and 
thoughtful; loved reading and writing, and spent much 
0f my leisure in such exercises. The books I chief- 
ly read, wer^ the Bible, Sewel's "History, witfi the 
Journals, and other writings of Friends. Being fond 
of writing, I used to copy many instructivie passagei^ 
lirtiich I met with in reading, and afterwards frequent- 
ly perused those selections. Thus it pleased Divine 
Provident to visit me. I was not vile or very wick- 
ed, but very rude and vain; and for this I often felt 
strong convictions. If I obtained leave to go abroad 
on first-days of 'the week, to play with my compa- 
nionit I returned in the evening with a heart covered 
with dejection; being made sensible, by a superior 
Power^ that I was not spending my time as I ou^t. 

A# I jiDad the lives and sufierings of pious men, my 
mind ivas often much ^ected, and made sensible of 
its imperfections. Once, as I well remember, I had 
been reading some religious book, when retiring 
alone, I shed tears of contrition, and entreated the 
Great Father of the Universe, to remember them, and 
to take me imder his care and protection. At this 
tinae I had a clear sense of what was my ^uty, and 
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felt convietion %r disobedience, in a very forcible 
manner. I saw what constituted consistency qf con*> 
duct; and when I beheld young people act uAsuitaHf 
to my ideas of propriety, thought with myself^ sure- 
ly^ when I become a man, I will be n^ore sober and 
circumspect. But, alas! I little knew the natural 
weakness and depravity of my own heart. ^ 

Thus, I went on for several years, experiencing, 
amidst many weaknesses, a gradual improvement of 
manners, and an amendment of heart. My father, 
seeing my attachment to books and writing, indulged 
my inclinations, and sent me to school, whenever 
there could be one procured in the neighbourhood. J 
isiproved in my learning, and was iivoured so to 
conduct,' as to gain the esteem of my teachers. These 
Were, comparatively, days of peace and innocence, 
and happy would it have been for toe, had I continaW 
thus thoughtful, and inwardly attentive* 

Reflections. 
Accustom thyself, my soul, to meditate on these 
circumstances, attending thy childhood. Behold, in 
thyself, how early the divine principle of grace 
beginneth to operate in the heart, even at the dawn of 
reason. Hence, is evidenced the necessity, the very 
great importance of instilling virtuous principles into 
the tender minds of children, which readily receive, 
and long retain, these first impressions. From thy 
own example, thou beholdest how sharp-sighted chil- 
dren are J with what surprising accuracy they adjust 
actions to characters, and observe inconsistencief 
therein. Oh! then, learn from hence, how serious a 
thing ihs to have the oversight of youth! Ho\^re- 
fill oughtest thou lb b^ before them, of all thy Wbrdi. 
17* 
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tad tctioni, that they may receive no improper Ua» 
from thy example, bat may be influenced to walk in tiie 
paths of virtue! OhUhat my conduct among theielittle 
onea» may be, at airtimes, marked with such religious 
propriety, as to furnish them a pattern to foUow 
with safety. 

NARRATIVE IL 
Containing a Review qf Life, from the fourteenth 
to the twentieth year, 
1778. — About the fourteenth year of my age, there 
was a Latin school opened in our neighbourhood. In 
this school, my attachment to learning gained me a 
place. Here, mixing witk companions, too much like 
myself, by nature, we excited each other to folly, and 
I soon became more vain aiad volatile, than ever be- 
fi^re. My application to study during school hours, 
and undue attachment to play> to levity, and jesting, 
when out among my companions, gradually withdrew 
my attention from serious contemplation. I had al- 
wajrs diligently attended meetings, for worship; and 
now, though they grew extremely irksome, my fit- 
tiler's oommaiuls were such, that I durst not absent 
mysel£ I declined fast, and soon lost sight of my 
iiMrmer sensibility and religious experience; and sel- 
dom twok up a book, the reading of which miglit hav» 
a tendency to revive those impresuons. 

1780. — I continued at school about two years, and 
during that time, rather increased in folly. Among 
men, I supported a feir moral character, but my heart 
was very vile, and I frequently indulged in many ro- 
mantic, lewd, and vicious thoughts. Yet, ftotwith- 
•tanding the naughtiness of my heart,^ and many 
ircumstances favourable to fie gratification of my 
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eorrupt propensities, an All-gracious and overruling 
hand, in unspeakable mercy, kept me from the com- 
mission of gross and abominable sins. 

Stop here, awhile, my soul, and reflect on this 
marvellous attention of kind Providence to thee. Let 
tears of gratitude flow, on the recollection thereof. 
Thy afi*ections were vile, thy heart was a sink of un- 
cleanness! Yet his all-penetrating eye beheld thee 
with compassion. He remembered his covenant with 
thee, in the days of thy childhood, and cast over thee 
his preserving mantle of love. From thy infancy, 
He hath watched over thee for good. He hath led 
thee about, and instructed thee, and exalted thee in 
many respects, above thy fellows. Ah! therefore, 
forget no^ but ever carefirfly bear in mind, that for 
all these favours, he requireth thy heart. Oh! re- 
verence and adore his unutterable mercy and good- 
ness, and by daily dedication of thy all to his service, 
let thy whole conduct demonstrate thy gratitude and 
love. 

From my sixteenth to my twentieth year, I wrought, 
in the summer season, on my father's farm, and spent 
most of the winter seasons at school. Mortified un- 
der a labour, which, not being accustomed to, I found 
disagreeable and hard to support; and separated from 
my companions, and many allurements to folly, my 
mind was reduced into an humbler state, and became 
once more fitted to entertain serious contemplations. 

Being taken from school, and deprived of the op- 
portunity ef spending much time among books, my 
avidity for study nether increased, and I thought noth- 
ing in this world, would tend more to my happiaeas, 
thaa leisore to pufsuf it as I chose. I. rose early, 
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and passed some hours, almost daily, in study, which 
otherwise might have been spent in morning slumbers. 
Although this desire in youth, for improvement m 
valuable knowledge, is very commendable, and merits 
encouragement; yet I early found my attention too 
earnestly turned to it; and by an importunate some- 
thing in the mind, which I understood not, and which 
I was unwilling to attend to, as il always seemed at 
variance with my wishes, I was often obliged to re- 
mit i\]^ ardour of my studies, and was led to serious 
meditations on the importance of a religious and vir- 
tuous life. This unwelcome visiter within^ would 
intrude his company, when I was alone, in retire- 
ment; and spreading a kind of solemn melancholy 
over the mind, would show me my imperfections, 
and the vanity of all my* pursuits, unless qualified 
with something of a higher nature, suited to the ca- 
pacity and endowments of a being formed for im- 
mortality. In order to gain quietude of mind, I was, 
in a manner, obliged to dedicate a part of my little 
leisure to meditation, reading the , scriptures, and 
other religious books. 

When I ruminate on the depravity of my affections, 
and the vanity of my ways, and look back,, and be- 
hold Ihe Almighty Father^s love extended over me, 
and by the strivings of his Holy Spirit, raising my 
debased appetites, and drawing my feet from the paths 
of sin and destruction, — no language can sufficiently 
set forth the feelings of my heart 

Thus, being favoured with a renewed visitation 
from the great Parent of Love, I felt, at times, strong 
desires of living the life of the righteous; and often 
watered ngr pillow with .tear% oh remembering the 
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follies of a mii^ient day. During the summer season^ 
being out of the way of much temptatioui and sub- 
jected to labour and hardships^ I rather increased in 
virtue; but in the winter^ going to school and mixing 
with a number of rude companions, of whom it may 
be truly said, I was the most vain and foolish, I quick- 
ly degenerated, and found myself in the spring, in a 
religious sense, just where I was the year before. 
Thus, I passed on in a painful round, sinning and re- 
penting, for a number of years, without experiencing 
any visible improvement in virtue. 

Adore, my soul, in humble gratitude, that God who^ 
in the riches of his mercy, when thou wast defiled in 
folly, and turnedst.thy back upon him, condescended 
to visit and revisit thee. He saw thy weakness and 
ignorance, and in the greatest love compassionated 
thy case. how inconceivably great is thy debt to 
this heavenly Benefactor! 

NARRATIVE III. 

Containing some account of the pair^ful conflicts 
experienced, on entering more earnestly into a 
Religiotis I4fe. % 

1784. — In the spring of the year 1784, by my fa- 
ther's direction, I, for the first time, entered upon 
the arduous engagement of school-keeping. 

As schools, in that neighbourhood, had for a long 
time been conducted with great weakness and irregu- 
larity, I began the business under many discourage- 
ments. My mind was impressed with a sense of ths 
importance of the engagement, and the necessity of a 
reformation in schools; but being young, and natural- 
ly diffident^ I found myself ready to sink under the 
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labour. My anxiety to discharge my duty among the 
pupils in a proper manner, was, for some time> so 
great, that I scarcely could sleep, or get from umler 
the solicitude day or night. 

Here opened an important memorable era to my 
S9UI. The sufferings of my mind, arising from the 
nature of the business, reduced me into a more hum- 
ble, teachable situation than I had before experienced. 
Feeling my imperfections and wants, I sought soli- 
tude and retirement; and in time became acquainted 
with the nature of silent, spiritual prayer. But al- 
though I had made some advances in religious expe- 
encej yet when I found my mind uneasy and distress- 
ed, after imprudent behaviour, or neglect of duty, I 
knew not what it was that thus discomposed me, and 
l^d me to cry for assistance and forgiveness. 

I continued, for some months in this course, gra- 
dually increasing in my desires after purity of heart; 
till, being one evening in company with a young man, 
who had experienced something of the operation of 
the principle of grace upon his heart; he, in the course 
of our conversation, made some pertinent remarks on 
the nature of the Divine principle of Truth, mani- 
fested in the mind, convicting for evil, and pointing 
out the means to avoid it; assuring me, that if I paid 
due attention to it, I should not only know when I 
had done amiss, but know what was my duty, and be 
enabled to perform it. This information filled me 
with joy, and was, through divine mercy, a means of 
enlarging my understanding, and putting me in a ca- 
pacity to profit by this invaluable blessing—" a M(h 
niior vnthin.^^ It was a day of espousal to my soul; 
and I rejoiced under a lively sense of Divine mercy 
and goodness to the children of men. I was willing 
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to enter into covenant with the Most High; applied 
myself with alacrity to my duty^ and thought I had 
only to pay attention to the pointings of this princi- 
ple within, and be quickly as virtiious as I willed. 

But, O my soul, how ignorant wast thou of the 
pangs which awaited thee. Thou poor Christian tra- 
veller, who mayst hereafter enter the journey under 
many discouragements — what shall I say for thy di- 
rection and assistance? — Whatever speculative know- 
ledge thou mayest have of religion, trisrt not there- 
to; for know, assuredly, that nothing short of real 
experience will be available: — Narrow is the entrance 
which leadeth into the way of life, and arduous the 
labour of passing that entrance. This must be the 
experience of all who rightly enter it; yet be not 
thou discouraged: — He who now writeth, and wisheth 
to place some way-marks for thee to go by, was as 
weak and unworthy, as, perhaps, thou canst be; — ^he, 
preserving a wish to be advancing, and labouring to 
keep in view the prize before him, — ^surrounded and 
depressed with numerous infirmities, which rose be- 
fore him as impassable mountains, — hath been, through 
the marvellous condescension and assistance of Divine 
Providence, preser^^ed among the living; and ena- 
bled, under numberless weaknesses, to make «ome 
advances in the narrow path. I, therefore, for thy 
encouragement, set to my seal, << that Grod is good, 
that his mercy endureth forever; and that, to those 
who wish in sincerity to serve Him, not one of all 
his promises shall fail.'' 

I had not been favoured with the visitation above- 
nentioned^ many weeks, before I discovered that my 
natural weakness and the depravity of heart, were very 
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I^eat I soon taomd^ by pnnliil experieace, tfait ia 
Me whftt was my duty, and to be enabled to perfiorm 
tlMt duty, were two thingi widely dUfeieiit Duriag 
myyoathfnlreyelrieeaDdforgetfidDeesof God, agreat 
body of death had grown up widiia me, which it now 
appeared next to impossible for me to break down^ 
and get separated from. And here opened a wide 
field of aident labour, even the Christian warfare. 
Buty alas! so numerous were my infirmities, and the 
temptations which the enemy cunningly adapted te 
the rtate of my mind, that unless the mercy and for«> 
bearance of my Maker had been inexpressibly gcetitf 
I long since had been justly deprived of my existence 
among the living. 

During the business of the day, my mind, fatigued 
with labour, was jtoo frequently taken off the true 
foundation, which subjected me to many crimes and 
follies, the temptations to which, I being weak and 
unguarded, was unable to resist How often have l^ 
at these times, experienced the painful conflict be- 
tween flesh and spirit, as mentioned by the apostle, 
in the seventh chapter to the Romans* The- good 
which 1 wished to do, I did not; and the evil I lush- 
ed to avoid, that I committed. And how often bxre 
I had to adopt his pathetic exclamation, < Oh wretched 
man that I am! Who shall deliver me from the body 
of this death?' 

In the cool of the evening, I frequently retired in- 
to lonely places, and under a painful recollec- 
tion of my deviations from rectitude, and a strong con- 
viction of my utter incapacity of advancing a ^step in 
the heavenly path without txtperior assistance, pour- 
ed iiorih my complaints before Hit Almighty Fafher, 
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with earnest petitions for his forgiveness and future 
protection. 

1786. — Thus I passed on, for a considerable time, 
through numerous infirmities and discouragements, 
under which I was often near sinking, and almost de- 
prived of faith and hope; but through all, there was a 
secret arm of support graciously extended, which 
bore up the desponding soul in times of greatest need. 
The Lord seeing my heart- desirous of serving Him, 
condescended to lead me along gradually, and instruct 
me as my slow progress would admit How un- 
speakably great is the love and care of the Heavenly 
Father, for the li^e children of his family! And 
how wonderful are nis ways with them, in order pro- 
perly to bring them through the furnace or work of 
regen^^tion; through which all must pass, who en- 
ter his rest! 

My soul, hold fast the little thou hast attained, and 
press .earnestly after more. Through divine assistance 
thou hast been enabled to make some advances in the 
new life. Oh! be deeply thankful for extended mer- 
cy. Be more watchful, more patient and resigned, 
and thou shalt yet, so great is the Master's love, be 
strengthened to perform thy " day's work in the day 
time-'' 

Narratives and Reflections. 
1786. — The management of children at school, 
haying, through an almost inexcusable default of pa- 
rents, been very frequently committed to persons of 
poor, low characters, wanting almost every necessary 
^qiialification, — ^brought that business, which, if con- 
sciencioudiy and judiciously managed, is certainly one 
of the most importMit engagements, — ^so greatly into 
18 
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disi^ute, that it was by most people, regarded as a 
yery mean, degrading employment. Being, through 
a vicious kind of sensibility, too much affected by the 
obloquy conferred by many of my acquaintance, for 
commencing Schoolmaster, and feeling the confine- 
ment and other inconveniences attending the business, 
to be very trying, — my weak, unstable nature soon be- 
gan to meAtate a change f but whenever I have turn- 
ed my attention seriously thereto, I have felt a deep 
caution with respect to quitting the business, and been 
made sensible that my present occupation in life, is 
by superior appointment I have, therefore, not with- 
out many discouragements and mortifications, been 
favoured to continue it under an ^prehension of reli- 
gious duty. 

2d month, 1st. 1786. — ^ the school here, at my 
native place, is very small and poor, scarcely afford- 
ing a single person a livelihood, I have often turned. 
my attention towards a removal. About the begin- 
ning of last month, the trustees of a free school, in 
Montgomery, offered me their school; which, after 
some consideration, I concluded to accept, and agreed 
to enter it in the fourth month next. I have had ma- 
ny anxious thoughts and doubts about leaving home; 
but as the school was offered me, without any seeking 
of my own, I hope my going is proper. May it 
please Divine Providence to go with me, and guard 
me in innocency, when a stranger in a strange land. 

2d mo. 23rf.— This day, was held at Wrightstown, 
the Quarterly meeting for Bucks. It w^. attended 
by a large number of Friends, to whom, with great 
weight, the word was preached. We were solemnly 
admonished of the approaching dissolution of our 
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earthly tabernacles; and the neqessity of a timely pre- 
paration, was movingly urged. 

My mind, for a considerable time past, hath been 
attended with great poverty: remember, therefore, 
my soul, to render devout thanksgivings to thy Alt* 
gracious Creator, for those seasons of favour, wherein 
the negligent are warned, and the poor and weak 
aroused and encouraged. When poverty and mental 
distress cover thee, and seem to sink thee to the re^ 
gions of death, where no pleasant voice is heard, — ^re- 
member those strengthening times, wherein thou hast 
plentifully drunk of the streams of life, and faint not. 
Remember, he whom thou lovest, hath said, <<As 
many as I love, I rebuke and chasten." Remember, 
also, that the furnace of affliction must be heated un- 
til the dross of nature be consumed. Murmur not, 
therefore, at the dispeqsations of Providence. He is 
all-wise and merciful, and best knows what is suitable 
for thee. 

Sth mo. Ist. — Have now been a few weeks at 
Montgomery school. I find it very large and trou- 
blesome, being composed of almost all sects and de^ 
nominations. Way hath been made for me to reside 
. in the family of doctor Charles Moore, and Milcah 
Martha, his wife. These very valuable Friends treat 
me with unmerited kindness; and by their pious and 
refined conduct and conversation, afibrd me daily les- 
sons of improvement I have no doubt that my lot is 
cast here, through Divine appointment; and I regard 
it as a renewed instance of his parental regard to me^ 
an undesdtving creature. my soul, be deeply 
thankful for these favours! 
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5th mo. 4tAy 1786. — ^AII nature seems reviviiig^ 
this morning. The fruit trees are blossoming, — ^tbe 
woods thicken with the opening buds^nd among the 
branches the winged choir, sweetly melodious, war- 
ble forth their morning hymns to the benevolent Fa- 
ther of the -Universe. Why, then, my soul! why 
art thou Aajasguishing? Why, amidst all this profa^ 
. sion of gaiety, art thou so dejected? 

Remeinber me, bountiful Creator! for unlesg thy 
Ibeams of love gladden the heart, who shall sing thy 
praises with acceptance? I believe thou regardest the 
poor in spirit, and in thy own time wilt visit and 
strengthen them. give me patience to wait thy 
coming. 

Evening. — ^This day^ like all others before it, hatl^ 
passed away,^ and will no more return. How fleeting 
is the life of man! Every moment, as it flies, lessena 
the distance between us and eternity. May the fre- 
quent remembrance of these serious truths, arouse me 
to labour after a fiuthful discharge of duty; that when 
iny weary pilgrimage here shall terminate, I may gain 
admittance into the regions of undisturbed repose^ 
prepared for the righteous. 

As I walked home this evening, seriouly meditat* 
iiig, I was made sensible of the great necesirity of 
having my own will subdued, that the spirit of Christ,. 
my <»rueifi6d Lord, might alone have the direction of 
all my actions. 

5th mo. 6/A.— My leisure this day, which is very 
rainy, hath been chiefly employed in reading a relt-% 
gjbua author. I wish my reading may tend to strengtbr 
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en jne in the paths of righteousness^ wherein I great- 
ly desire to run. 

Weakness, and mental poverty, have much attend- 
ed me this day. 

Thou, Lord, often in thy wisdom, seest meet to 
baptize me into a lively sense of my own nothingness. 
Thou art infinitely merciful and good, and wilt not 
afflict the least of thy depending childri^ without 
cause; and therefore, may st thou strengthen me often, 
as well as now, under a degree of real resignation,^ 
to say, " Thy will be done." 

%th mo, 27th. — I this day attended our Monthly 
meeting, at Gwynedd. It proved a season of great 
favour, through the ministry of divers Friends. O 
my soul, how wast thou refreshed with the' dew of 
Heaven! How were thy doubts removed, and thou 
encour%ged to persevere through the fire and through 
the water; because He who keepeth thee, will not 
desert his dependent children, but will protect them 
through allrhe mazes and diflSculties of this life! ^ 

Under a lively sense of thy manifold mercies, it is, 
at this time, upon me, O Lord! to commemorate thy 
kindness to me, an unworthy creature. Thou, Fa- 
ther, lovedst me before my infant reason could dis- 
tinguish the language of love. Thy paternal arm of 
goodness was around me, when I knew it not;, and 
thy wisdom directed my goings, when I was ignorant 
of thee, the eternal Author of my existence. When 
1 look back, and remember the ignorance and folly 
of my childish years, and see, through eveiy stage of 
my life, thy love, Lord; surrounding me^and thy 
secret Providence guiding my unwary feet from the 
•lippery paths ol sin,— ii>y h^art ia melted withia 
18* 
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mef andera sense of my great tm worthiness; How 
often have I forgotten thee, and rebelled againrt thy 
righteoup word! yet thou hast not east me ol^ but 
still pursued me with unspeakable goodness and mer^ 
ey. What ritall If a poor weA creature^ render thee, 
my Grod, for all thy unmerited fayours? A deep 
sense of my own nothingness, and thy everlasting 
kindness, now humbleth my soul before thee. What 
Aall I say? I am as nothing; but thou art all in alK 
Oh teach my in£mt lips, holy Father^ to glorify thy 
name; for Thou alone, art wprthy of unceasing ado- 
ration and praise. Amen. 

8/A mo. llth, — My school being vacant lately, for 
two or three weeks in time of harvest, I took a tour, 
during that recess, to Wilmington, to visit some rela* 
tions and friends there. A large number of Friends^ 
reside there, who, in general, make a very prain ap- 
pearance. I thought I had never seen so many plain 
coats together, in any other place j but |tiis Js very 
useless and vain, without a life answerable to it Alas ! 
how little will plainness of apparel avail us, unless 
we experience an advancement in the arduous path (d 
regeneration. A plain garb, with a conduct answer- 
able to it, is lovely; but I was distressed on observ* 
ihg a dpirit of lightness prevailing in some there,^ 
whom a more solid deportment would much bett» 
becotne. 

When I see how sorrowfully levity and folly pre- 
vail among Christians, and remember how often the 
fiiilhful Monitor hath called me from it;— -howollen 
convicted me of the sinfulness of foolish, light dis- 
eourse;— may I earnestly endeavour to become more 
silent and retired in mind, despising the shame of be- 
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ing accounted a fool, seeing it is demanded by Him 
who justly claims my whole heart 

Philadelphia^ llM month 7/*/ 1786- 

The latter part of this last summer, my worthy 
friends^ doctor Moore and wife, concluded to remove 
to town. As I knew not how to part with them, and 
found the school at Montgomery attended with much 
labour and trouble, they invited me to remove with 
them, and very kindly interested themselves in my 
behalf. After many serious considerations of the mat- 
ter, and earnest petitions to the great Parent of good, 
that he would be pleased to direct my goings, I agreed 
to accompany them. They introduced me to tlie no- 
tice of several valuable Friends in this city, who have 
furnished me with a number of littfe girls, whom I 
wait ujym as instructer, in several useful branches of 
learning. 

Since my arrival here, which was but a few days 
ago, mf TcSM has been in a low, abased situation. 
Being among strangers, I have felt as a poor pilgrim,, 
wandering much alone in this wide world.. 

Was, yesterday, at our Quarterly meeting, held in 
this city. Much gospel labour was beistowed by con^ 
cerned Friends, to convince the members of the evil 
consequences of mixing so much with the spirit and 
customs of the world. Under a sorrowful sense of 
the great declension of the Society, we were humbled 
together, »id many important truths were delivered 
with gseat w^^^ aa unusual sc^mnity covering the 
«8«nbly. 

An ardent desire an^ie in me, that I migKt be ena>- 
bled to slMm the pollutions of sensuality, which so 
intoxicate the rising geneBAtioQf and my spirit was^ 
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deeply exercised before the Most Hi^, for his strength 
and protection through this scene of probation. 

Forget not, my soul, the many merciful visita- 
tions of thy God, that so his arm may compass thee 
around for good. Lord, I am poor; I am unworthy! 
preserve my distressed soul from the mouth of the 
devourer! 

2d mo. 1st. 1787. — Mental poverty hath been much 
my portion of late, and I have seemed to myself as 
a poor deserted wanderer, in this wide and wicked 
world. Providence hath seen meet, very much to 
abase me, and to baptize my soul into bitterness and 
sorrow. Oh that my impatience may not render his 
chastisements ineffectual! 

Remember, my soul, the victory is not obtain- 
ed, but through patience; and that though f^akness 
and sorrow of heart are distressing, yet they are un- 
doubtedly intended for thy good; since thy life and 
thy ways, are in the hands of Him, wh<^ perfect in 
wisdom and goodness. 

Lord, sanctify my life. Take away my own 
will, and enable me, with patience, to pass through 
those sorrows, which thou seest necessary for my re- 
finement. 



Many affecting sights, conveying deep instruction 
to the intelligent mind, are often seen in this city.— 
As many are wealthy, and rioting in the unmerited 
blessings of a bountiful Giver; so, thousands, unpitied 
and friendless, drag on a wretched existence, ovei^ 
whelmed with poverty and disease. 

Many are the poor, destitute mortals, who call at 
nur door^ some with one mournful complaint,, aixd 
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0ome with another. A few hoa|3 ago, a persott, with all 
the markff of poverty and wretchedness, ealled, and 
addressed mef <^Can you assist me, Sir, to get em- 
ployment in any gentleman'* kitchen, for my victuals?- 
I have been a long time sick of the ague and fever; am 
a foreigner, lately landed in this city; have no clothes 
scarcely to wear, no money, no victuals, no friends 
C9* relations, no acquaintance here to apply to for re-^ 
lieC Can'^t you help me, sir?" 

My obdurate be?rt, feel thou for the scnrows erf thy 
pomr fellow-mortals! What meritest thou more than 
they? Hast thou duly considered, that what thou en- 
joyest more, is not because thou deservest it, but 
tturough the unmerited mercy of iiij God? He hath 
been with thee; He hath kept thee from harm, and 
preserved thee from sickness and want; repine not, 
th^*efoFe, at thy lot, but rather be humbled under a 
sense o( the abundance thou enjoyest, more than thy 
merits can claim. 

Wrightstowttf Ath mo. 27tA, 1787. 
Having passed the winter under various trials and 
disofloragements, my prospects, as to this world, be- 
gan this spring, to assume a more pleasing appearance. 
But, paying a visit to my relations in Bucks county^ 
I was much importuned to return to my native place; 
and considering attentively the forlorn situation of 
schools among them,, was, unexpectedly, stron^y im- 
pressed with a sense of duty to serve them once more. 
Tbis^ being: much against my natural iacUnation and 
interest as a man, proved a very severe trial; but 
through Divine assistance, 1 have been enabled to sub- 
mit to it, and rengn all, in hopes of gaining that peace 
whiiik the world mA all its riches cannot bestow*. 
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Thus, after a painful round of about a year's ab- 
sence, I am again settled at my native place. Al- 
though I have passed through some afflictive dispen- 
sations, and been, at times, ready to doubt, that I le& 
home too much in my own will, yet have to admire 
the goodness of Providence in providing for me dur- 
ing the time. 

Remember, my soul, that the endeared Friends 
thou hast procured, and the experience gained, are 
owing to Uie abundant kindness of the great Parent 
of all good: and now, impressed with a sense of duty, 
thou hast been obliged to leave all, and under many 
discouragements, return to thy former humble situa- 
tion. O, therefore, keep in remembrance Him who 
hath called thee;'and, deeply sensible of thy unworthi- 
ness, be content to deny self, and become as nothing, 
that his will may be done. 

Lord, take away my own will, and enable me to 
follow thee, as thou shalt require. 



On leaving my valtiable friehds, doctor C. Moore 
and wife, being apprehensive they misunderstood my 
motive for going into the country, I wrote them the 
following letter, which was put into their haii^safew 
hours after I left them. ^ 

HoNOURBD Friends, — This, perhaps, will not 
reach you till I am no more a resider in your dear 
an(f resjjected family. Having abundant reason to 
believe,* my resolution of returning into the country, 
has impressed your minds with ideas v«ry unfavour- 
able to me, I have ventured to encroach upon your 
patience, by endeavouring, if possible, to remove 
them, and in some measure palliate my conduct, 
strange and unreasonable as it, no doubt, appears^ 
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My inability to give you, in a proper manner, ver- 
bal reasons for going, leads me to attempt it in this 
way, 

I have frequently observed, that persons, awakened 
by the hand of Providence, from a state of nature, 
and clearly shown the necessity of living more de- 
voted to him, are, through the impatience of a crea- 
turely zeal, most apt to fall into delusion, by mixing 
something of self in their religious duties; and thus, 
like Saul, in preserving the cattle of Amelek as a sa- 
crifice to the Lord, please themselves with perfor- 
mances which were never required of them. Hence, 
I have been firmly grounded in the belief, that many, 
if not all, those deceptions, which so often appear 
among the religious part of mankind, arise from the 
secret workings of self I am persuaded, the sum 
and substance of all true religion, is the total annihi- 
lation of the creaturely will, and a surrender of the 
afiections to Him who gave us being, and who, alone, 
is able to direct us rightly, in thig world of uncertain- 
ty and error. 

Wherethrough a series of mental sufierings, we be- 
come, as it were, purified from the secret operations 
of self; atid, through divine assistance, arrive at that 
condition represented in Holy Writ, by the innocent ' 
state of <* little children;" — I believe,, by a due atten- 
dance on the heavenly Monitor within, way will 
clearly open through every embarrassment, to which 
we, as short-sighted, fallible creatures, are often sub- 
jected. The further we are advanced towards this 
desirable state, where self has no more a voice, the 
more uniform and beautiful will our conduct appear; 
^d I am firmly persuaded, the want of it, occasions 
the inconsistencies so observable in the actions of 
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mankind. The want of this, perhaps^ led me first 
from Wri^tstown^ and an ardent desire of attaining 
it, is my sole inducement for returning. I hope you 
will believe me, when I seriously declare, my mo- 
tives for leaving you arose, not from a desire of re- 
siding among my friends and near connexions, nor 
an impatience under the difficulties and hardships at- 
tending me here; nor from an insensibility of Ae 
many favours gratefully received of you, smce I have 
had the happiness of being an unworthy resider in 
your family. 

In walking alone over the fields, when last in the 
country, and musing, I can truly say, with pleasure, 
on the flattering prospects before me in town; — ^to re- 
turn to my native place, was laid upon me, not as a 
pleasing change, but as a heavy burden. Extremely 
unwilling to look on this as really required of me, I 
raised, in my mind, many objections against its pro- 
bability, but all to no purpose; the more I reasoned, 
the more I found myself bewildered and distressed. 
The thoughts of returning were entirely unpremedi* 
tated; — they intruded themselves upon me; — ^were 
with me wherever I went, till, under strong oonvic- 
tions of duty, I yielded to their influence. 

I know there are many delusions in the world, and 
that weak-minded persons, among whom I have often 
had occasion to rank myself, are most liable to flicm; 
yet considering my present circumstances, if decep- 
tions arise from the causes above mentioned, I hare 
some ground for believing myself under Hie direction 
of a better spirit than that of error. All my flatter- 
ing prospects, seem terminating in a humiliating man- 
ner. In leaving town, I am excluding myself firom 
^{Serment, and every pleasing prospect of personal 
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improyemeDt;-^am disappointing the expectations of 
Friends, and incurring the censure of a silly, whim- 
sical person, iinworthy and insensible of the favours 
bestowed upon him. Feeling, still, among all these 
diaeouragements, an inward support, something, I 
hope, like an evidence of being right, — ^preferment 
and whatever relates thereto, I am made willing to 
r^ign: but to disappoint the expectations of kind 
friends, disinterestedly engaged for my good; and in 
flie place of sympathy, that balm of human sorrows, 
to draw upon me their anger and aversion, is a trial 
of so disagreeable a nature, that I hope the goodness of 
Providence will ever, hereafter, exempt me from a 
similar one. 

In ruminating upon the numerous instances of your 
parental kindness to me, since my lot hath been pro- 
videntially cast in your family,— the prospect of a se- 
-paration, not only local, but which, from its occasion, 
will probably prove mental, and obliterate the tender 
impressions of friendship, affects me too feelingly for 
language to express. Therefore, oppressed with a 
grateful sense of favours, which I have no power t^ 
reward, and of which I never believed myself meri- 
torious, I lay down my pen, and with the sincerest 
wishes for the temporal and eternal felicity of your- 
selves, and all yours, conclude this long, and perhaps, 
tedious letter. Your unworthy, 

James Hamton. 

ReJUctiom and Soliloquies. 

4th mo. 29thy 1787. — All nature seems now reani- 
mated. The tender buds are shooting into leaves; 
md the snow white blossoms fill the air with a grate- 
fiil fragrance^ and beautify the rural scene. The trees, 
19 
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thickening with the expanding leaves, form a cool 
retreat, and inspire my walks with serious contem- 
plation. How beautiful! how lively and flourishing 
does every part appear! Seest tiiou not, my soul, in 
all this, a striking resemblance of man? How aptly 
is youth compared to the rising verdure of spring! 
As the blooming flowers fade; as the blossoms fall; 
so doth frail human nature. As the seasons pass on, 
hoary winter arrives, when those gaieties of nature 
sink under its congealing power: even so, my soul, 
shall the ravages of time reduce.thy perishable, earth- 
ly frame. As the leaves in autumn, deprived of their 
nutriment, drop, withered from their sprays: so it 
must surely fall, and mix witJli its parent clay. Read 
here, then, a most necessary lesson; and learn, through 
devotion to thy all- wise Creator, to meet without fear, 
that anim^ dissolution, which none can avoid. 

. 5th month 1st. — Since my return home, a strong 
desire hath prevailed in me to be wholly resigned to 
divine direction; my frequent petitions to the great 
Parent of good, having been, that hO/Would do away 
all that he found in me contrary to his holy will. In 
my walks of retirement, 1 have sometimes felt as ^< a 
little child," and a fervent wish has arisen in me, 
that I might stand before him in innocence and purity. 

Remember, my soul, that when thou hast been thus 
humbly exercised, thou hast clearly seen the very 
great importance of frequently waiting in true men- 
tal devotion on thy God. He alone can rightly 
direct thy steps, and enable thee to overcome those 
numerous^ infirmities which encompass thee. Oh! that 
thou niayst be passive before Him, as clay in the 
hand of the Potter! Oh! that thou, as a jioorde- 
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pendent creature,, mayst look unto him for help and 
protection, when thou liest down, and when thou 
risest up, and wken thou goest on thy way. 

Sth month 22d. — Through un watchfulness, and 
the depravity of my heart, have this day been guilty 
of much vain unworthy behaviour. 

Alas! my soul, how often hast thou to lament thy 
defiled situation! How often, to groan under the op- 
pression of tJliy sins, — thy numerous imperfections! 
They cover thee as a garment: — they spread dark- 
ness and sorrow around thee. my wicked heart, 
when wilt thou be purified from the dross of corrupt 
nature! 

Lord! 1 have loved thee. I have endeavoured to 
follow thee. Thou alone knowest my coilticts, and 
my weakness. I abhor myself . Oh ! that thou wouldst 
cleanse melrom sin, and strengthen me to walk with 
acceptance before thee. 

6th mo. 24th. — Have been humbled in retirement 
to-day, under a fively sense of the great need I have 
of divine assistance, in walking tJlirough this world 
of temptation and sorrow. 

Lord, my soul is in suffering before thee. May it 
please thee to preserve it from the Destroyer. Oh! 
may it be encouraged to place all confidence in thee; 
and, in the day of trouble, rest under the shadow of 
thy all-saving arm. 

6th mo. 27th. — Several weaknesses to Itoient in 
this day's transactions. 

At meeting, negligently employed; — my thou^ts 
roving, and mind unstayed upon Uie true foundation. 
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At a public ezaminattoii of my ^diool, evidenced 
rather an unbecoming solicitude to display mj chil* 
dren's literary improvement 

Accepted an invitation to go into the water to bathe. 
It was, as often heretofore,' productive of much levity 
and folly. 

In ruminating upon this unwatchfol conduct thro' 
the day, I have been affected with sorrow; and my 
utter insufiSciency to direct my own steps, has been 
movingly set before me. Oh! for Divine assistance 
to relieve from the oppressing burden of sin. 

Pathetic Exclamations, 
1th mo. 29th. — My way is narrow; — my path is 
slippery. How doth the enemy rejoice J How doth 
the devourer triumph over me! 

My sd^is as water poured forth! In bitterness of 
heart, I mourned; in sorrow and distress, 1 cried duty 
<<My leanness, my leanness 1 woe is me..'^ 

How long, Lord! how long shall the enemy 
prevail! How long, till Thou arise to the help of the 
needy! 

My sins have defiled me; — ^my weakness hath co.- 
vered me as a cloud, — as a thick cloud of darkness! 

Lord, I have said, ^^ Thou art n^y God, in thee 
will I put my trusf 

** As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so 
doth my soul for thee.'* Oh! that thou wouldst 
cleanse me from the defilements of iniquity! *< Wash 
me, and I shall be clean: purge me with hyssop, and 
I shall be whiter than snow.'* 

9/A f9lo. 4/>l.-*-This day, at Monthly meeting we 
were fkvoured wUh the aceeptable company 'of Cha* 
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tity Cook and Btf>ecca Finchell^ ministering Friendi^ 
from South Carolina. 

They were fayoured, in their public testimonies, 
with a degree of animating life and power. The 
youth were earnestly encouraged to press forward, 
through the many difficulties attendant on human life. 
They were admonished not to be anxious in the pur- 
suit of riches; but ^^ having food and raiment, there^ 
with to be content;" haying the pleasures and honours 
of this world tarnished in their sight. 

Haying, for some time past, laboured under a pain- 
ful sense of inward poverty and weakness, it proved 
to me a season of instructive encouragement. 

The goodness of God in thus qualifying his ser- 
vants, and sending them forth to water, and revive 
the drooping plants, appeared to toe to call loudly for 
our grateful acknowledgments. I feel very desirous, 
for myself, that Uie instruction received may not be 
as seed cast upon the stony ground. 

10/A mo. 4th. — ^As I walked in the fields, this 
evening, in a thoughtful frame, the life of man seem- 
ed aptly compared to a shadow, which is ever passing 
away, and leaves no vestiges behind it. Suns rise and 
set in perpetual succession, and silently measure out 
the life of m^. By reason of many perplexities, 
which we meet with, on our passage; by reason of 
much business, and a variety of vain pursuits after 
delusive pleasures, our days, unnumbered pass away, 
and we hourly advance, as with eyes closed, and 
hearts unawakened, towards the unchangeable end. 

As I pondered over this serious reflection, it led me 
into a close examination of myself; how, and to what 
purpose, my days were passing. May these impor« 
19* 
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InU refleetioiM eiq^ge my attmtiM at Ae doM of 
every day. 

Retired frotti the world and all its engagemeiitd^ 
the silence of evening invites to meditation, and the 
reeoUeeted soul hears with cerUinty, the still small 
voice of the Divine Monitor within. O thou, whose 
days are passing as the shadow, listen attentively to 
this instmcttve principles 

" Conscience, distasteful truth may telV 
Yet mark her sacred lessoiws welL^^ 

Among other errors of the past day, find myself 
not quite clear of that shameful one, detraction; or 
an undue liberty taken in conversation, with the cha- 
racter of a neighbour. I see the importance of hajr- 
mony in society, and the evil consequences which my 
•nguarded behaviour may have upon it; and therefore,, 
wnder strong convictions, earnestly beg, that my God 
may>be pleased hereafter to preserve me from every 
tincture of this sin. 

ICyth mo. IIM— Passed the fore part of this day 
in a comfortable degree of regularity and watchful- 
fulness; but the evening, in undue indulgence of le- 
vity. Have often been affected with sorrow, on ob- 
serving its prevalence in the world; and though many 
indulge in it, I believe it to be an error of very per- 
nicious consequence. My proneness to fall under 
the dominion of this light, jesting spirit, has often, as 
well as at this time, cost me many bitter reflections. 
Alas! how often have I been weakened by iti How 
oft has it spread over me, and effaced every seriou*^ 
nnpression, leaving the soul impotent, ahd exposed 1^, 
the evil suggestions of the grand adversary! 
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My sotil^ m^yst thou erer remember its banefuf ' 
influence; and, by daily watchfulness, strive to oyer<» 
oome thy propencuty to it 

Lord, my expectations are centred in Thee! Thou 
alone, canst enable me to surmount every evil bias. ^ 



A DIAllY, 
Begwi 1st month 1st, 1788. 

My mind hath often been seriously affected, on re- 
flecting, that time is ever silently on the wing, and 
age insensibly steals upon me.* Year after year pass- 
eth over, too much unnoticed, and silently measures 
out the time of my continuance here. 

As I. have considered these things, and remember- 
ed the important change, either to happiness or mise- 
ry, which awaits every mortal, I have been anxious- 
ly desirous, that my time may not be mispent. In 
order that I may be stimulated in a more ardent en- 
gagement, to live a life of piety and virtue, this 
work is undertaken. May Providence bless my fee- 
ble endeavours, for without his assistance, all our la- 
bours are in vain. 

1*^ mo. 1st — ^Passed through this day with some 
degree of regularity; but a more watchful frame of 
mind was necessary. Have wanted patience this 
evening, and felt the prevalence of a peevish dispo- 
sition, that enemy to social life. 

2rf.— Mentally poor. Erred through unwatchfuU 
ness in the morning. At meeting, sat poor and dis- 
tressed. In the afternoon, the Trustees visited my 
school^ my conduct not sufiBwiently sober. Too un- 



ci by Google 



294 JAHS8 hamton'.s DiAmr. 

guarded in discourse with a young man who called to 
see me in the evening. 

3d. — Felt my mind impressed with a sense of Di- 
vine goodness this morning, when I arose. At noon^ 
took a game or two of hand-ball with the boys, at 
which I was full of laughter and folly. How oft 
does my evening close with a cloud! 

4th. — Mental faculties oppressed through the la- 
bours of a full school, whence induced to repeat yes- 
terday's folly, and the afternoon passed in bitterness 
of mind: — a fit reward for breach of duty. 

5ih. — More regular lo-day. — Mentally poor. 

6th. — At meeting, a time of favour; though to me 
less so for want of more patience in waiting, 

7th. — Conduct too unsteady. 

8th. — A season of favour at Monthly meeting, 
wherein the desponding traveller was much encour- 
aged, . 

9th. — Not^suflSciently watchful. 

lOth. — A game of ball at noon; lost grottad by 
un watchfulness. 

II th, — Comfortably regular through the day, but 
too much levity in the evening. 

I2th. — The folly of the 10th repeated. In retire- 
ment, this evening, am anxiously desirous that my 
days may be spent with more circumspection. 

ISth. — ^Exercised at meeting under a deep sense of 
my numerous infirmities; my fervent prayers are for 
amendment. 

I4M. — A day of folly and unguarded conduct. 
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15M«-^More oircumapect 

16/A.—* At meeting, greatly exercised on aceotintof 
my many imperfections; particularly a proneness to 
laughing, and letity in discourse. 

nth. — Preserved in a watchful frame of mind, for 
which favour am humbly thankful. 

18M. — Relapsed: — a, game of ball, attended with 
unseemly mirth. Alas! unworthy me! 

I9ih. — Felt very desirous this morning, of spend- 
ing the day in watchful sobriety; but through a la- 
mentable degree of weakness^ was led to repeat yes- 
terday^s folly at ball. The day closed in vanity. 

20th. — ^Afflicted with a pain in my back. At meet- 
ing, a low painful time;— enabled to wrfit in a com- 
fortable degree of patience; — returned home with 
peace of mind, and spent the afternoon in retirement. 

2lst. — Still unwell.— ^Too un watchful in some re- 
spects. 

2££K.-^Health improved. The day passed in a 
good degree of regularity;^ — ^though I believe more 
steadiness in conduct to be necessary. 

23rf.— At meeting, humbled under a sense of my 
weaknesses; but through an unmerited extension of 
Divine favour, left the meeting in a solid, comfortable 
frame. Too unguarded in conversation in the evening* 

24th. — Felt my mind calm and retired, this fore- 
noon; but through un watchfulness, have grossly erred 
on several occasions; and have to close the day under 
a sorrowful sense thereof. Lord, I am oppressed; I 
m as one bruised all the day long! 
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25/A,r— This day better spent; but not well enough. 

27M.— Uncommonly distressed in mind at meet- 
ing, on account of the prevalence of a restless q>irtty 
and a forgetfulness of God among us. 

28/A. — Irregular and vain. 

29th. — Comfortably regular; — for which preserva- 
tion, am thankful. 

SO^A.— Mind remarkably humbled, and preserved 
in a patient waiting frame. 

31^/. — ^A return of weakness, — a game of ball. 

2d mo. 1st, — Preserved from folly and vanity; for 
which am humbly thankful. 

2d, — Sober in the morning; but in some part of the 
day, unguarded, to my sorrow. 

Sd, — Have been ruminating on the irregularity of 
my life, with anxious desires for amendment. 

4th, — Comfortably circumspect in conduct 

5th, — At Monthly meeting; Abraham Gibbons at- 
tended, and expressed a desire in his ministry, that 
we might become experimentally acquainted with 
the nature of true religion; the want of which is too 
evident. 

6th. — Mentally poor; — ^preserved in a good degree 
of watchfulness; for which favour, am thankful. 

7/A. — ^Much as yesterday. 

9th, — ^Desirous of living the Jife of the righteous. 
Laboured for an increase of circumspection. 

lOth. — ^Yesterday's desire still in view. A con- 
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fiicting time at meeting. Spent the afternoon in re- 
tirement 

ll^A. — A game of ball, attended with noise and 
folly. Thoughtful this evening, and anxiously desi- 
rous that I may no more err in this manner* Lord! 
when wilt thou deliver my oppressed soul? 

12/A. — Comfortably regular; being much engaged 
to keep in watchfulness. 

13/A. — ^At meeting, made sensible that there is no 
way of overcoming my many infirmities, but by a 
patient abiding in a state of watchfulness. 

14M.— Poor in mind. Rather unguarded in con- 
duct. 

I5th. — Weak and irregular. The sun rose to me 
in darkness, and set in sorrow. 

16/A. — Mind 'in darkness; very much denied the 
comfortable sense of Divine regard. A just punish- 
ment for disobedience. 

17M. — ^A time of deep exercise at meeting. Was 
very earnest before the most holy Creator, that I 
may experience my weaknesses sanctified unto me, 
and have my garments cleansed from the dust of th^ 
earth. 

18/A, 19/A— Regular. 

20th. — ^At meeting, not engaged with that earnest- 
ness of mind which obtains a blessing. 

21*/, 22d. — ^Too indolent in all respects. 

2Zd. — ^Elrrod much through unwatchfuhiess. 

94#A.->-A day of religious labour. Industriottdy 
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employed at meetipg, to get down to the plate wl>eie 
true prayer is wont to be made. Very importunate 
for strength to walk more circumspectly through time. 

25M.~Not duly watchful. 

«8M.— At Quarterly meeting. Business conduct- 
ed in much harmony. I thought we were favoured 
with a degree of Divine attention, and was thankful. 

29/A. — Dropped incautiously, some words at a 
neighbour's, which carried too much the appearance 
of envy. be careful herein! 

3d mo. 1^/.— In a dispute among my children, I 
was exercised to preserve harmony among them. 

Heard this evening, of the indisposition of an et 
derly Friend in the neighbourhood, who has, of late, 
appeared much engaged in the pursuit of riches. 

Soliloquy. My soul! as this person is scarcely ex- 
pected to recover, let a reflection on the manner in 
which he has spent his time, and his removal from 
works to rewards, be a solemn warning to thee. Oh 
be earnest, wisely to improve from the sad case be- 
fore thee, and suffer nothing to deter thee from a 
timely preparation for the truly awful change, which 
awaiteth every mortal! 

2d. — ^At meeting, very earnest in labour for true 
silence of mind, that I might he in the way to re- 
ceive a renewal of strength. 

3rf.— A day of weakness. — ^A game of ball.— The 
afternoon was spent in bitterness of mind, as a reward. 

4th* — Mind^ early this morning, turned towards 
the great Author of all good. At Mofifflily meetingy 
tQ me a time of instructipn. M^lQh «Uutaqr wmoA 
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to discourage vain taHdng, and an itching desire to 
hear and tell news. 

Sihy 6th. — ^Imprudence and unwatchfulness too 
prevalent. 

7th. — Comfortably circamspect 

8/A.— A game of ball, with noise and levity. 
unworthy me! 

9th. — Spent at meeting, and in retirement. 

10th. — ^More watchfulness wanting. 

11/A.— At a funeral, and a dull meeting after it 

12th. — At meeting, pained under a sense of the 
prevalence of a lukewarm disposition. 

IS/A.— Be more 'Circumspect in thy condatt 

14th. — Rose this morning thoughtful, and fully in- 
tent on spending the day in sobriety; but was, through 
shameful weakness, prevailed upon to be very rude 
and vain, with the boys at noon. 

tSth. — Repeated yesterday's folly. 

16M. — DuU^ low, afflicted in mind. 

17M. — Some improvement in conduct. 

18/A.— After much conflict of mind — another game 
of ball! Feel strong conviction for my levity of be- 
haviour, with anxious prayers for an increase of 
strength. Oh! that my soul could walk in innocence! 

19/A, 2Q/A. — IndifiEerency prevalent. 

21st^ 22£{.— Roddtattown with ^n intent to attend 
Spring moiiting. 

23d. — ^At three meetings. Through an unmerited 
20 
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crttniaa4>f Bmne g^gMt^ ^ footimwtllkap, tfattaglh 
, dejeeted undttr a reoollection of Us ■lultiidiad ioilr- 
jnitiesi was faToored .^Alh a renewal of &itb: << Jtfy 
{race is sufficient for thee.^' He was tenderly and 
earnestly pressed to persevere in the arduous path to- 
wards peace. O m j Mnil! attend thou. 
* 24M.««*>A 4;ood time st meeting in the morning. 
Lodge with my dear friends, Doctor Mo<nrd and wife, 
by whom am yery kindly entertained. 

25M— Passed in the. agreeable con^Mny of mj 
friends in town. 

l^M.— Visited a youngteah ii^ his school of girls. 
Was nraeh pleased with their bdivriottr, and have 
much unity wift 1^ Friend in his undertakbig. 

t7/A«*-^£ead a reli|;ious atttb(^<Bd visited vmther ' 
Friend in his school. Spent the afternoon and even- ■ 
ingy very agreeably, with the above mentioned young 
nan. I^mie thoi^hts of joining him in the teacliing 
business in Hiiladelpfaia. Have a wi^ to do it, but 
derire to submit to vfhat may appear the Divine will. 

28/A.— A dun iweting. Ihtercised on the proposal 
of removing to ipwn. 

29th. — ^Took a tender la^ne of the Friends with 
whom I lodged, and returned liome under the discour- 
aging prospect df a low, humble situation in the 
country, and feeling no mental Kberijr to change it 
for one much more pleasing and lucrative in town. 

SO/A, Sl^/.y^ind low and depressed; Irat pteaetr^ 
ed in patienee, and, I lioye, "Stmxgtheni^ in res^na- 
tion. Lord, remember im^^ ffiH>dt 

. 4tK fho. 1^/.— §pok^ in a mmt^et^msitpmAH ^ 
detraction. 
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2dU-Iikk8trioiiilj fngiged «t meetiiBigr t»«(|i^- 
ence t state of reatgniliofL Menlallf foor^ 

Sd, 5/A— Mind low; but f m sa e r v e d m quietude. 

6M. — At meetingy engaged to keep out a rtTingy 
unsettled state of mind. The afternoon and eremngy 
in retirement 

'Tih. — Too inactive in body and mind» 

Sth. — At Monthly meeting; some spiritual strength 
atul encouragement vouchsafed. Man's wisdom too 
prevalent in the meetiag for business. 

9tA, — ^This day almost airibnk. 

10/A. — Humbled under my discouraging pros- 
pects in the world. Favoured in a meditative walk 
in the fields, with a renewal of £uth in Cbd. 

11/A.^-Peevishness, and levity in discourse and be- 
haviour, my ruling sins. Oh ! may I daily seek for an 
increase of atsdbility! 

la/A— -After some painful confliets tt miftd> fyr 
voured with quietude and resignation A contempia 
tiva walk in the evening. 

I4ih, l5th.^^Tock some trouble in pK>Tidiiigmeae« 
for lelwoUng several peor chiUrm in tbe eei^bour- 
hpody in which succeeded, and have great peace. , 

my soul, forget not the poor. << He that giveth 

to the poor, lendeth to the Lord.'' \ 

^^ * 

16/A.— Thoughtful at meeting, on account pf schools. 
Troubled this evening with a painful s^lhing in my 
BMMith and tfaniat A oeedlbl call to temjk^mtt. 

17/A.— Indolent 18/A.— Too tttsb in discoursei 
wttithe ciMraeter of a Miglibettn-Htbii eke otte ef 
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my ruling atet* RepMted de^y for my folly. Oh I 
that it may not be kid to my charge* Lord! I will 
endeavour to amend. 

19M«^Pa88ed in too much folly and laughter. In 
an evening walk, saw the impropriety and sinfulnen 
of it, and ardently craved Divine assistance to amend. 

20th. — Could not get to meeting. Rather peevish. 

21*^.— Proceeded a great length in folly, for want 
of sufficiently guarding against the first appearance of 
evill Lord, enable me, I humbly beseech thee, to 
overcome these vices. 

22€L — Laughable; weak and vain in conduct and 
conversation. 

Z%d. — A dull time at meeting. Distressed in mind 
this evening, on account of the disposition of some 
in the neighbourhood, to carry taTes, and spread evil 
uncharitable reports, one of another. 

My soul! thou wast to day tinctured a little with 
this vioe» Beware of it. Shun it as a mast detuily 
poison^ Lord, help! 

24/A. — ^Levity predominant Resisted not the 
first appearance of evil, and was greatly woondied 
thereby. O my vile heart! Lotd,. pardon and sparet 

25/A. — Not quite clear oTthat vile sin. Detraction^ 
Detraction^ peevisHness, and vain jestifi^, and 
laughter^ still too prevalent, and my ruling sins. 

26/A.— Not sufficiently circumspect 

27f A.«-^A Uwrioua metUmg. In company ia the 
aftmioon;^ disc^^rse not du^ seasoned with chant/.' 

ty4. -^Jhareisad on affcanat ^f my patttteaaiSi tpf 
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9pe$k too iifigutfdcdly of njr neij^beiirs. SatlMr 
li^ m Madnet. 

30M. — ^At meeting. A remarkable visiUtioQ to 
the tged, throtigh ftn initniitoent Mj mind too un« 
settled to receive profitable infltmction. 

6/A mo. Isty Zd. — Preserved from vanity and fol- 
ly. Be watchfuL 

4M*— A drowsy spirit painftdly prevalent at meet- 
ing; the afternoon in retirement 

5th. — Mind low; scarcely clear of jveemAne^^. 

6/A. — A sweet evening walk. Favoured to €ia>e- 
rience my own will measurably subjected; and to feel 
a comfortable renewal of faith i6 trust in God, under 
every dispensation, how humbling soever. 

Ith.'^A selfish, malicious spirit making its appear- 
ance, by detraction and spreading evil reports. Re- 
member, the earnest caution ofthe83dof last month. 

8th. — Some small victory over a peevish spirit. 
Thank God! 

9th, 10/A.— Indolent, somewhat peevish. 

IIM.*— After some mental labour, a sweet meeting; 
in which Divine love flowed as a healing stream to 
the poor weak soul. The necessity of bearing the 
cross was laid before me, and nature made willing to 
submit to it. 

12/A, 13/A.— -Beware of self in charity. Preserv- 
ed chaste. 

.0 lovely Inlweencf^ how sweet art thou! The spi- 
rit of holy Jesus will dwell with those in whoiA thou 
20* 
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art found! Majrst tbou erer be my oompaaioa! Lord^ 
fiTOur me more and more with tiiia fweet inmaUi 

. lithf 16M.— Poverty of spirit prevalent. A eiU 
to more ardent labour in my achoolf a ckse trial to 
nature, but submitted to. Thank God. 

17/A,— Rather peevish among my children. In the 
depths of poverty, remembered my Heavenly Father, 
and was comforted. Soul, learn gratitude in all si- 
fuations! 

18/A.— At meeting; after a time of painful exer- 
cise, a precious illumination respecting the new birth; 
the mystery of the "fuller's soap," and *< refiner's 
fire," most clearfy opened to my understanding. The 
seed of life in me appeared as a small lump of pre- 
cious metal among* much dross; and through the pow- 
erful extendings of Divine love, was made willing to 
pass through the furnace,, in order for my necessary 
purification. 

In the a(lernoon^ in company;, a painful return of 
my old complaint, — laughable — vain. O the dross! 

19M, 20th, — Desirous of exercising patience in my 
arduous employment, and of setting my scholars a 
good example. 

2Utf 2fteL — Mind impressed, in an evening wrik, 
witii the necessity of striving to attain a moce watck- 
iiL state. 

23df 24th. — Lukewarm. — 25M.— A low laborious 
meeting. In company, in the afternoon; comforta- 
^ My circumspect in conduct 

26th. — Externally regular^ but indolence of miod 
so prevadent, as to deprive o£ tfao desirable ^^ Well 
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S7/A.— 4Soin» comfortable hnproyemcnt In con- 
forming to what I belieyed an inward intimation of 
duty, self was mortified* In company with a young 
man, with whom I had formerly spent much time in 
folly, secretly prayed that I might example him in 
sobrie^. Favoured to kaye him with a thankful 
heart 

28/A.^— This noming, as I walked to school, my 
mind centered in a humble sweet frame before Cod;, 
but to remove all occasion of boasting^^was afterwards 
visited with a " thorn in the fleshy" too vain in con- 
duct among my children. 

29ih. — Provoked at a mere trifle, and was too un- 
guarded in my foolish anger. 

30/A.— Yesterday and to-day, at Quarterly and 
Youth's meeting; lukewarmness and a spirit of un- 
belief complained of, and closely spoken to in seve- 
ral testimonies. 

31*/. — Unintentionally offended my father, who 
reproved me with severity. Alas! for my vile heart! 
Lord, I am oppressed! 

eth mo. 1st. — At meeting, closely exercised on 
many accounts. All must be resigned to purchase 
peace. In retirement in the afternoon, much abased. 

2d. — A visible remnant of old nature: in discourse 
with a young man, full of impertinent jests and ro- 
mances. 

3d. — At meeting, favoured with a comfortable sense 
of Divine love. Was preserved in sobriety in the 
e^mpany of several libertine youths. Lord, I thank 
thee for the extension of this kind aid I 
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4M.~Madi exerdted ia mj lehooW Ldbour thoa 
Ibr ftft inereiie of paiicAce* 

5M. — Circumspect in conduct God be praiaed! 

6/A.-*Tried with porer^ of ipint I beKero 
nore pttienoe aad ateadioMi were wasitiiig. A street 
evening walk. 

7/A.~Taaled forbidden frutt, to my aorrow. 

8M.~A low dull meeting. Peeviah. In diacourse 
with a man of morality, fully experienced the use- 
fulness of our Lord's direction, *< Be ye wise as ser- 
pents, and harmless as doves.'' 

9th. — Poor. Exercised deeply among my chil- 
dren, and felt the great necessify of Divine assist- 
anee. Retired in the evening, to my chamber, to 
wait en my Heavenly Master, and was fitvonred with 
a renewal of animation. His name be praised. 

lOM. — Laboriously engaged in my business. As 
to religion, too lukewarm. More patience wanting. 

ll/A.-*->A dull painful meetings but ended well. 

L2M, 14M. — Too inanimate in religious concern. 

15^A.— A painful time at meeting. Had company; 
too mudi levity on my part Oh! (or mare circum- 
q>ection and religious fnrour. 

16/A.— A spell of play with the boys. Often h€«^ 
tofore induced to this, through a sensible want of cor- 
poral exercise; but always feel a strong conviction for 
it, and find^ that even health, the most valuable of all 
outward blessings, is not to be purchaiod at Ibe ex- 
pense of the least virtue. 
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17M^-— Comforted under a renewed sense of Si-^ 
yine love. 

ISth. — Laboured through a heavy meeting. 

49/A. — Felt myself weak, and sarrounded wkh 
many temptaticMUi; but have been mercifully pre- 
served. Be thou thankful I 

20/A. — Perversely peevish this morning. Dull 
and dwarfish through the day. Oh! my poverty 1 
Lord, forget me not. Pardon my weaknesses! 

2lsL — Tempted ^— overcome. Sinner, repent. 

22^.— Barren at meeting. An evening walk, where- 
in my many imperfections were set in order before 
me, which produced earnest desires for a renovation 
of heart Lord, help my feeble endeavours. 

23d. — ^Boasted of upright conduct Alas! how pre* 
posterous this! One jnresent reproved me very per- 
tinently in saying, *< Let him that thinketh he stand- 
etfa> take heed lest he fall.'' 

24^A.^— Much exercised in my business. An in- 
crease of patience and tenderness wanting. Retired 
to my chamber in the evening, and besought the 
Lord for assistance. 

25th. — A poor heavy meeting. 

20#A. — Favoured to resist a temptation to vanity. 

SeJ^ctioM* 
On hearing of the ill conduct of some among us,. 
have felt my mind deeply afiected. Many vanities* 
and foUies are prevalent in the land, and true religi- 
ous animation ^preatly wanting. Levity and dissipa- 
tioa ifread widdy imfiiig the peopkf and very fow 
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of lutre properijeoBconittiitworkMi tarMot^d 
Mlyation, with <^ytor and trembKng.*^ Under 9^ 
aense of this deprayity of manBers, and of my own 
weakness and propensity to evil, I hare been abased 
this evening. ^ 

Abba Father frisit tb;|^ poor oppressed seed: raiae 
it into dominion, if it be thy ho^ wHl, and cause to 
abate this overflowing of iniquity, 

1&7M, 28M.-^A sorrowful lapse into vanity and 
folly in several instances. Oreaily distressed this 
evening, und^ a senseeof my extreme unwortMneas, 
and of some abasinf^ dispensations lately portioned 
to me. Lord, preserve me through the fiirnace. 

• SdM.— A diQT of impotence and draught In oom- 
pany^ myself th^ £oremost in folly. O my widoed 
heart! 

30M«^Under a merited dqpveMioa. 

tth mo. lif.— Regular. As to religion, lukewarm* 

2d.^A very dull meeting. Alas! how great is 
our want of religious animation! 

Sdy'-^reai stirrings in Ibe political world* Saw 
the unquiet situation of those who iHVe thi^ lift 
therein, and felt very desirous to be disunited from 
their spirit 

4th. — Heavenly nourishment much withdrawn- 
More steadiness necessary. Lord, help* 

5th. — ^Abased under discouragements. 

6th.— A poor drowsy meeting* my soult t^ou 
art poor. 

7M/~Pf«MTad in a gaod^sgr e arf pattonot 
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fiM^^At MDsiUjr jaMia% A time t^f doop riuM- 
*flieiit to Qie> ubder a «eil8e of As defuvvity nf «r)r 
kieali^ and lo^e tif mdawfiil ^grafifiestiois. 

In hukittg oreriliy fiarjr, fiir d» latrf; mootlv find 
ft liCMToMrfiil picture of nqrirregaUiritf. vAm^at tinMe^ 
peeyidi^ — unwatchful and vain,— lukewarm,— uncha- 
ritable in disccMirse, — deficient in patienoeand ten- 
derness in iny school. 

O how moving is the review ! My expectations. 
Lord, are centered in thee alone. Oh that tbotf 
wouUbt sanctify my Hfe; and cleanse me of tiiose t;or- 
yiqst propensities. 

9/A.-f^onfort^bly innocent 

10/A« — ^Tookftmne fainf to pay a tradesman's Ml 
when due; peace, the reward for so doing. 

1MA» litM^— -L^dwuring among the hay. Unitsed 
to beat and exposure; my ammd spkits ba^Fe ^been 
much cqppressed, and mind notso calm as should have 
been. 

IZth^^^^in m&0ang and out of meeting, a <day of 
mental drought 

J4/^-— Moze of tte Christian spirit wanting in my 
ardiwig t«j q j te y mm it-— Be eautious in tiiy disoourte. 

Sensible of my mmf failings; weilked into Ihe 
fields in the evening, and earnestly petitioned for 
more strength and religious fervour. 

lA^-'^-^B <fliBeoiarBe with a iperson, kttghed 4nde- 
eently. 

Wfh. — ^At meetmg, a precious illumination. As I 
sat, poor and exercised. Divine love shone suddenly 
in my benighted keer^joidfiHed it with a sweet song 
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of pniae. Fayoured herewith an iiidttUtri>k evi- 
dence, that the Lord our Ckxl, is a living Gk>d; and 
that we are npt following cunningljr deviaed Ik* 
bles, but the pure eternal ^bshmce* I thank God 
for his unspeakable merey to me, an unworthy crea- 
ture. 

17//F, IS^A. — Mentally poor. Conversation not 
duly seasoned with sdnriety. Labour for spiritual 
food. 

l$th. — ^In discourse with an artful poliUcian, was 
deceived by the mock appearance of friendship, and 
erred grossly in conversation, by divulging some 
things to my own disadvantage, and probably to the 
injury of the cause of righteousness. 

20M. — ^At two meetings; much afflicted in both: 
my unwatchfulness and folly having occasioned the 
furnace to be unusually heated. > 

2lst — ^In the cross to nature, submitted to what I 
believed a Bivine requiring. 

Unknown to the world, O heavenly Father, b thy 
sweet reward. preserve me! 

92d— 'Lukewarm. Dined intemperately. Walk- 
ed out in the evening, and craved ^ renewal of strength 
and animation. Lord, quicken me. 

23£^.— At meeting, a laborious time. A more fer- 
vent engagement of mind necessary on my part 

Exercised this itftemo<m, om fememberingsome in- 
stances of speaking with too much freedom of uqr 
neighbours. Lord, grant me, I pray thee, more^ cir- 
cumspection herein. 

[Ih be continuedJ} 
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The memory of the just is blessed —Pror. x. 7. 
Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost. 

John, vi. 12. 
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Memoirs of Joshua Evans, 
Joshua Evans was a native of New Jersey. His 
father, Thomas Eyans, of Evesham, was an approved 
minister, much esteemed by Friends through the 
course of a long life of about ninety years. Joshua 
was born in 1731 . He is said to have been a lively" 
youth, but when he grew up, he became more settled 
and serious. At about the age of 22, he married, 
and resided a short time near Mount Holly. He 
afterwards settled on the south side of Cooper's Creek, 
in Gloucester county, within the limits of Haddon- 
field Monthly meeting. Here he became conspicu- 
ous for the uprightness of his life, and the purity of 
his ministry. His labours for promoting the cause of 
troA; met the approbation of his friends, and his visits 
were extended not only to the neighbouring meet- 
ings, 'feut to some places more remote. 

in attending to the impressions made upon hia 
mind, he was led into much circumspection, and be- 
lieved it was his duty to walk in a path more chrcum- 
scribed than that' in which the generality of profes- 
sors appeared te. be travelling. His concern was, to 
suffer the axe to be applied to the root of corruption-, 
— ^to maintain a faithful testimony to the truth in all 
21 
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its bearings; — and to preserve a consistency therewith 
in conduct and character. We find him eatrly incul- 
cating the duties of temperance, enforcing his advices 
by an exampte of abstinence from the use, not only 
of ardent spirits, but of other intoxicating liquors. 

Anthony Benezet in his work called ^< The mighty 
destroyer displayed: in some account of the dreadful 
havoc made by the miiilaken use as well as abuse of 
distilled spirituous liquors,'^ printed 1774, furnishes 
the following interesting relation concerning the sub- 
ject of this memoir. 

" Last summer, Joshua Evans of Haddonfield, be- 
ing convinced that the use of rum and other spiritu- 
ous liquors, was extremely hurtful to the labouring 
'people, more especially during the time of harvest, 
apprehended it to be his duty, to become an example 
in opposition to this pernicious custom; and he con- 
cluded to run all risques of loss and damage, which 
might happen to himself by the delay of bringing in 
his harvest, rather than comply "with a custom which 
he apprehended to be so destructi^ of his fellow 
men. 

*^ He therefore offered sixpence per day more than 
other farmers, to such labourers as were willing to assist 
in bringing in his harvest, on condition, that no spiritu- 
ous liquors should be used in his fields. Notwith- 
standing the singularity of such a proposal, a sumcient 
number of labourers offered themselves, to whom he 
remjtfked, < That the hurrying manner in which the 
people drove on their labour in the harvest field, caus- 
ed an unnatural ferment and heat in their bodies, and 
of course an excessive thirst ensued; Which often occa- 
sioned their drinking water, or small liquors, in such 
immoderate degrees as to become hurtful and very 
dangerous; — that this was|;enerally assigned as ajrea- 
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son for the use of spirituous liquors; and thaUn drder 
to avoid these extremes, he. proposed to lead them 
himself in the harvest work, desiring they would go 
no faster than he did: They acted accordingly, and his 
corn was cut down and brought in as well, if not 
better, than ever it had been before; and though the 
people drank little but water or milk and water, 
choosing it rather than cider and water, or small beer, 
which they were not used to; they went through their 
business with satisfaction to him and themselves. 
This person has pursued the same course with la- 
bourers he has hired for other work; who, though ac- 
customed to spirituous liquors, after having served 
him several days, have frankly acknowledged they 
have done very well without them, finding them- 
selves in a better state both of body and mind, than 
when they began to work for him." 

His concern to promote peace and good-will 
amongst men, frequently engaged him in endeavours 
to reconcile contending parties. Considering that 
all hostile measures were inconsistent with the puri- 
ty of the christian religion, he believed it was his duty 
to stand disconnected with the spirit of strife and ani- 
mosity, and to maintain a humble and humane dispo- 
sition. In pursuing this subject he found it expedi- 
ent to refrain from active compliance with demands, 
the olyect oi which was the promotion of warlike mea- 
sures; and to make no use of those imported articles 
upon which were laid duties that were appropriated 
in part to similar purposes* Hence we find him par- 
taking of neither tea nor coffee^ — sugar nor molasses — 
salt, nor many other articles and conveniences that 
seem to us like essentials in the comforts of life. 

By a close attention to the Divine principle, his 
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mind became centered in that disposition which de- 
lights to exercise goodness towards every thing that 
is capable of feeling'. Tracing the progress of a spi- 
rit of cruelty from the exercise of it, on the inferior 
yants of creation, up to the carnage of war and the 
destruction of human life and human happiness, he 
apprehended it was right for him, so to clear his 
hands from blood, as to abstain from the use of ani- 
mal food, and of leather made of the skin of beasts 
that had been killed. But he had no objection to the 
use of skins that were taken from creatures dying na- 
turally. Such, when he could procure them, he had 
dressed for his use, without any colouring but that 
which -was natural to the leather. His usual food was 
bread and milk — butter without salt— apple pie with- 
out shortefting — fruit, boiled eggs, and potatoes. His 
dress was of domestic fabrication, altogether in its na- 
tural colour, and clear of superfluous appendages. 

In the transactions of business, Joshua Evans was 
governed by principle; his temporal views being con- 
fined within the limits of a self-denying life, he was 
engaged, both by example and precept to promote the 
christian duties of justice and honesty — and in caution- 
ing Friends against a worldly spirit, he represented 
''' extortion as a crying sin.'* 

As other Friends had been known to travel in a 
patli. almost as narrow, Joshua Evans's progress thus 
far does not appear to have excited doubts in the^ 
minds of his brethren generally. But when he per- 
mitted his beard to grow, many of his Friends became 
uneasy; apprehending he was running beyond the 
motions of truth into unprofitable imaginations. They 
highly esteemed him before, and now extended 
to him their earnest admonitions. The select 
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Quarterly meeting of which he was a member, ap- 
pointed a committee, "on account of his wear- 
ing his beard and other singularities." The confer- 
ence had with him was conducted with " good tem- 
per," and a person who attended represents it to have 
been " a good edifying time," though very different 
sentiments appeared. But " they left him with his 
beard on, much as they found him." 

Many Friends now rather shunned him. In the 
select Yearly meeting it was observed that nobody 
chose to sit by him, till William Blakey, of Bucks 
county, did so under an impression of duty — much to 
his mortification, as he stated when he related the 
circumstance many years afterwards. 

The difficulties in the minds of many Friends to- 
wards Joshua Evans, were not soon removed. But 
his steady, upright, consistent conduct, at length 
made way for him, and his Friends almost univer- 
sally were satisfied he was a truly conscientious 
man, that was attending with sincerity to what he 
believed to be the requisitions of Truth. During the 
time of these difiiculties he repeatedly communicated 
to the Monthly meeting of which he was a member, 
a concern to travel to some distant places, and Friends 
were not free to give their assent; till at length, the 
younger part of the assembly, divers of whom had 
never spoken in a meeting before, expressed such a 
hearty unity and concurrence, that those who had 
hitherto been unfavourable, relinquished their objec- 
tions, and Joshua Evans had liberty to visit New Eng- 
land, " after," as a Friend who was present notes, 
« thirteen or fourteen years struggle." This was in 
1794. 

In the latter end of 1795, he returned from his long 

21* _^ 
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journey through New England to Montreal, Quebec, 
and Nova Scotia, with certificates from divers parts, 
giving precious accounts of his acceptable service. 

In 1796 he returned from another journey to Ote- 
go, Canajoharie, the Gennssee and Indian country. 
In 1797, after fourteen months absence, he returned 
from a visit to Carolina, Georgia, Virginia, Genes- 
see country, and Redstone, and gave a satisfactory ac- 
count of his journey. About the last of 6th month, 
1798, he returned from a journey of four hundred miles 
in Virginia and Pennsylvania. He then observed to 
his wife, that it seemed as though his labours in Ame- 
rica were closed. 

A few days after, he finished his pilgrimage, in the 
sixty-eighth year of his age, as mentioned in the fol- 
lowing memorandum. 

John Hunt, in his notes, observes, — ^< 8th of 7th 
month was First day: — this afternoon, fourth hour, 
was appointed to meet at the burial of Joshua Evans, 
and a vast concourse of people there was of different 
colours. The Negroes and Indians, for whom he had 
been a great advocate, testified their regard for him 
by attending his funeral, as well as the white people. 
Just as the company got to the meeting house, a very 
heavy shower of rain began. It was the time of 
their afternoon meeting Nathan Smith and John 
Reeve, had good service, and I had a share with 
them, to satisfaction. I believe the meeting ended 
solid and well. Concurring testimonies were given 
concerning this faithful devoted servant of the Lord, 
who seemed to have done his day's work, and died 
in a good old age, and was gathered lilce a shock of 
eom in its season. He told me last First day that rn 
r^turnin^ from his late journey, when he set his foot 
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on the Jersey shore, it felt to him as if he had done 
with, or nearly done with his native iandj but the 
prospect of visiting England, or the European nations 
had scarcely been out of his mind in his last journey; 
and I observe it is no rare or uncommon thing for 
such Friends to be released and taken away under 
such prospects; — a lesson of deep instruction and hu- 
mility there is in such instances. This, our dear 
Friend, died very suddenly. Having been at work 
in the field very early in the morning, he came to the 
bouse, washed himself, lay down, and told his wife 
he felt a pain at his breast, and was dead in the space 
of five or six minutes after he came in, without fur- 
ther complaint or struggle; but after he lay down, 
went oflf as if he had gone to sleep.'^ " Between us 
there has been a distinguished unity ever since I em- 
barked in the cause of truth. For then, he as it were 
took me by the hand, and steadied me as a father, and 
so he has been to me ever since.^^ 

Joshua Evans left an interesting journal of his life, 
travels, and religious exercises, which has not yet 
been published. 

While the Monthly meeting to which he belonged 
was hesitating about his concern to travel as before 
noted, the following observations, without date or sig- 
nature, appear to have been communicated to a friend 
of thai meeting. The author since discovered to be 
John Hunt of Moorestown. 

<' Bxi^vtfiD FsLi^^f 

Th9«i wilt htucbji find it hath been oa my 
miftd, to eomuutkatesome thou^ts to thee, respect- 
ing our Friend Jtifaua Evans's concern to vi^t New 
England^ whick wow lays before your meetiDg for 
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consideratioD. I remember his father once laid a 
concern before the meeting at Haddonfield, to go to 
Old England on a religious visit: but Friends did not 
give him liberty. What their reasons were I know 
not; perhaps they were sound and good; which I think 
they ought to be in a matter of such importance. 

Now to be brief, I suppose our Friend Joshua's 
beard is the chief obstruction, or principle thing in the 
way: which, if a matter sufficient, I must leave to 
better judges. However I hope it will do no hurt 
to show thee some of my thoughts on the subject I 
have had opportunity to know the minds of many 
Friends, and those of the first rank, and have observed 
very different sentiments, even amongst ministers 
and elders of the greatest note. Whether it is right 
for him to go to New England, I feel nothing like 
taking upon me to judge; but to hinder him in his 
religious services on account of his beard, every cir- 
cumstance duly considered, I cannot see to be right 
Read Rom. xiv. particularly' verses 10 and 17. The 
contents of the chapter are, men may not condema 
one another for things indifferent; but take heed of 
giving offence in them. Now with respect to shav- 
ing the beard, if we examine the scriptures, will it 
not appear a thing indifferent? Or however, that it 
was in early days, as it remains to be at this day, some 
did shave and some did not We see some religious 
sects of people do not shave, but we niust not condemn 
them for it. 

Now to look back as far as Genesis, we find that Jo- 
seph when Pharoah sent and caUed him, they brought 
him hastily out of the dungeon, and it seems be had 
his beard on, f<H* it is said he duiyed himself, and 
diioged hit raiment, and went in unto Pharoah. 
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In 2d Samuel, Hanum took David^s servants and 
shaved one half of their beards, and the men were 
greatly ashamed. And the king said, tarry at Jeri- 
cho till your beards be grown, and then return. Here 
it seems a thing indifferent in one sense. We see 
some were ashamed to be seen without their beard, 
and some with it. 

it seems it was a i^are thing in Jeremiah^s time to 
see men shaved; or that it was on some particular oc- 
casion, they did shave. In chapter xli. he mentions 
fourscore men having their beards shaven. 

In the Levitical law it is said, — <' neither shalt thou 
mar the comers of thy beard." In 1st Samuel, Da- 
vid let his spittle fall on his beard. 2d Samuel, Me- 
phibosheth trimmed not his beard. Joab took Ama- 
sa by the beard to kiss him. And we find that Ezra 
wore his beard. In a time of mourning for the tres- 
passes of the people, he says, when I heard this thing, 
I rent my garment and my mantle, and plucked off 
the hair of my head and of my beard, and sat down 
astonied. See Psalm cxxxiii. Behold how good and 
how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity, (mark, not differ with one another about beard 
or no beard) it is like the precious ointment that ran 
down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard, that went 
down to the skirts of his garment. As the dew of 
Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the 
mountains of Zion, for there the Lord commanded 
the blessing, even life for ever more. 

Now it is worthy of remarking, how powerful 
custom is. I think there is room to conclude from 
many accounts in scripture that they wore their beards 
for ornament See Isaiah xv. in an account of the 
lamentable state of Mgab, «< On all their heads shall 
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be baldness, and every beard cut off.'' And in Jere- 
miah xlviii. For every head shall be bald, and every 
beard clipped. It seems plain the prophet £zekiel 
wore his beard: See chap, v. And that they had 
barbers too in those daya^ Jbr he is commanded to 
" take a barber's razor and cause it to pass upon thy 
head and upon thy beard." And it seems plain from 
Isaiah vii. 20, it was a common thing to wear their 
beards. 

I find in more latter time, amongst the martyrs they 
wore their beards, even the most noted, to wit, bish- 
ops Ridley, Latimer, and Cranmer, whom William 
Penn mentions with great respect. 

I want to be brief, so as a little to relieve my mind. 
Joshua is a Friend now advanced in years; h^ has pas- 
sed through bad report and good report; — and through 
all he yet remains to be a Friend in good esteem 
amongst many, and especially amongst the youth. I 
have heard many of them say they love Joshua; and 
have found that distant Friends take him to beji sol- 
id, weighty Friend. So that it hath brought to my 
remembrance the saying in scripture, a prophet is not 
^vithout honour, except in his own country, and 
amongst his own kindred. He haiS often within these 
twenty years went out in Truth's service, and partic- 
ularly that weighty service of visiting families — which 
I think is a great thing to undertake, and come off 
without loss. But he hath yet returned with "good 
tidings; which gives room to conclude, it was the Lord 
that put forth and Went before, and has yet preserv- 
ed and carried him through. And these con^derations 
loudly call for weighty reasons to hinder his further 
.service and labour in the Lord's work. Now wheth- 
er wearing the beard only, is a reason sufficient, is a 
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scruple with me, especially when I look back to former 
years, and consider how the Lord hath owned many 
ivorthies with their beards on, and also with them 
ofl^ as appears plain from holy scripture, and likewise 
the worthy martyrs as Ijefore hinted . We read of 
one formerly that wore a garment of goat skins and 
camePs hair, and a leathern girdle about his loin». It^s 
likely he made, or would now make as singular an 
appearance as Joshua does. 

I have been informed that George Fox in his early 
appearance was a spectacle of wonder to the world, 
and particularly his outward appearance, and that of 
his wearing leather. I likewise have been inform- 
ed that when John Woolman landed in England,^ma- 
ny Friends were much straitened with his appear- 
ance, and were ready to conclude such a man could 
not be of service amongst them. But behaving op- 
portunity to exercise his gift, it made way for him to 
pass, and so he got along. And now it seems with 
me, as I apprehend it is applicable, to mention how he 
ended, from an account the Friend gave who attend- 
ed him in Ijis last illness, in a letter to Samuel Em- 
len. After giving an account of his fortitude of 
mind in the most trying time of his great affliction and 
illness, she says, " That though to us he appeared in 
some things singular, and the path he trod straiter 
than the liberty some of us have thought the truth 
pves; yet I may say to thee, that 1 cannot help think- 
ing, it was the way truth led him. And though it 
is not for me to endeavour to step in the same strait 
way except from the like call; yet we may be thank- 
ful that we are allowed more liberty, and can in a 
more comfortable manner enjoy the temporal bless- 
ings afforded U8« And on looking at this, and the 
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little comfort he hid, it was cause of humbliog to my 
mind, and brought me to the inquiry, what returns 
I made, and how far I walked answerable to what I 
enjoyed far beyond merit. And I have sometimes 
thought, his singular and abstemious way, so con- 
spicuous and striking, may be a means to draw divers 
others to the like examination. And I know nothing 
in this luxuriant and licentioui age more likely to be- 
gin a reformation than a consideration of this sort. 
For do we not see how pride and superfluity in meats 
and drinks and apparel, abound amongst us, and like 
a torrent, seem to carry all before them, and I ^think 
cry loudly for a stop? For my part, the prospect is 
often so distressing on account of bringing up our own 
children, and the like difficulties other religious pa- 
rents lie under, that my life* is frequently a life of 
mourning and lamentation. For it seems scarcely 
possible to bring them up in the way we would have 
them to walk; and if we cquld, there seems little pro- 
bability, without something extraordinary, that they 
would be kept in it. Such i3 the example — such the 
giving way in general; and with sorrow it may be 
said of many that should be leaders. If this good 
man's example in life and at death should have a ten- 
dency (and I hope it may) to draw some to inspect a 
little closer than they have hitherto done, we should 
be careful how we take off the weight by blaming a 
singularity which, if compared with our holy pattern, 
we should find not far out of the way.'' ' * 

From some accounts;^ the holy pattern here men- 
tioned, did wear his beard. But seeing that both in 
early and latter times, soipe worthy eminent servants 
of the Lord did wear their beards, and some did not, and 
yet both sorts were evidently owned of him, it seems 
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We may conclude it to be one of those things men« 
tioned by the apostle, and calkd indifierent, about 
which we should not contemn nor condemn one ano- 
ther; which is what I wish for, and that we may 
adopt the charitable sentiments of that charitable wo- 
man above mentioned, concerning John Woolman. 

I have a few lines which Anthony Benezet gpve in 
his own hand-writingy which he says are notes taken 
from Samuel Spavold's testimony. *«That spirit 
which would impose its sentiments upon his brother, 
and would force his brother to act as he did, was a 
bad spirit: That it was a fiery zeal that would destroy 
all before it: that he had been in that spot: it was a 
rock on which himself had like to have split; a snare 
of the enemy in order to split and divide the body of 
Christ: that he had found when he gave way to that 
spirit, it begat a bitterness and wrath against his bro- 
ther that would not say and do as he did : and that 
there was a great deal of self and pride in it, cloaked 
under pretence of zeal." 



Letter fom Edward Stabler, 

Alexandria^ 9th mo. 18/A, 1839. 

Hundreds of times, my dear E., since my late in- 
teresting visit to my dear friends, in New Jersey, 
have my recollections re-travelled the field of feeling 
and affection with them. And when my own mind 
is favoured, in any degree, with " the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God, in the (present) ap« 
pearaoce of Jesus Christ," — I then am sensible of a 
proportionate deaire, that all people might look to 
him^ to be instructed 1^ hia wisdom^ and qualified 
2% 
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by his powttr, to perceive^ and to pursue the path 
which leads topresetU and eiemal peace. 

My heart has often included thee, and thy sister 
M. in the tender embraces of this demre. I have hop* 
ed that your innocent minds were not, as yet shack- 
led with the trammels of prejudice and superstition^ 
nor enlisted, as partizans, in the ufar qf words jond 
systemsj which have a tendency to divide and seal* 
ter, instead of collecting the children of men into 
one fold, and under the one blessed She][ShenL To 
such as you. I am satisfied that the language of* the 
divine Saviour is always applicable, << Suffer the lit* 
tie children to come unto me, and forbid them no^ 
for of such is the kingdom of heaven. '^ And truly,' 
my dear child, though this invitation was uttered by 
Him, through the medium of a *^ prepared body;'' 
yet his blessed Being was not limited to that body;-— 
otherwise it would be impossible for any to ccnne to 
him, but those who were present in Judea, while he 
was there. The scriptures, on the contrary, declare 
in the clearest manner, his universality, — ^as "the 
true Light, that lighteth every man that cometh mto 
the world,'* — ^as the Creator of " all things, both in 
heaven and in earth, visible and invbible; whether 
they be thrones or dominions, or principalities, or 
powers,". — as being "overall, Gkwi blessed forever," 
— and "the same, yesterday, to-day^ and forever." 

Therefore, it is undeniable, that all may come to 
Him, and find the dedarations of scripture, fulfilled 
in their experience; — ^by finding him to be indeed a 
Saviour, and a Redeemer, from the num«x>us ene- 
mies, which wound and captivate — which tortum and 
destroy, so many of the sons and daught^v of men* 

Our amn individual observation will abundantly as* 
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sure us, that the awful artificers of all the miseries of the 
human family^ — are their own vehement and disorder- 
ed passions. It is appalling, even to imagine the roaritig 
of the lion, or the fierce and inexorable cruelty of the 
^ wild beasts of the desert'' But it is comparatire- 
ly easy to avoid these, and to defend ourselves firom 
them; nor have they any thing of danger or terror 
in them, compared with similar tempers, when they 
actuate intelligent minds. In proof of this assertion, 
compare the devastations, which avarice, pilde, in- 
justice, and cruelty, &c. have produced,*— with all 
the desolation which has ever been produced by all 
the wild beasts and venemous serpents, froni the be- 
ginning of the world, until now; — ^and thou wilt per- 
ceive how small the latter has been, in comparison 
with the former. But these tremendous consequen- 
ces, are only the outside works of those unhallowed 
principles. Their effects in the world ofmindy are 
still more deplorable; — ^for they destroy its peace, — 
and defile its purity, — and deform its beauty, — and 
derange the heavenly symmetry of its powers! Anii 
can it be rationally believed, that this discord can be 
prevented? Or, when the chaos has, in any measure, 
taken place, that the wilderness can be again chang- 
ed into an Eden,— or the desert into <^ a garden of 
the Lord," by the feeble agency of human words and 
opinions, — of sectarian creeds or systems? No, my 
dear young friend. The fruitless experiment has 
been tried for ages, and by all generations, in succes- 
sion! And it still remains to be unalterably true, that 
<< the power of the Highest," must overshadow us, — 
file holy Spirit must come upon us, in order to gene- 
rate in us, that holy thing, that is truly the soin of 
Ctod; — and who only has power in the soul, to open 
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i(j blind eyes, — ^to unrtopits deaf ears^-^to cleanse its 
leprosy^ — to heal all its maladies, — ^to raise it from 
death unto life, —to preach the gospel to its poverty, — . 
and to bless all those that << are not offended in him.'' 
He only can work the miracle of making all things 
new; — ** new heavens, and a new earth," where righ- 
teousness shall dwell, instead of iniquity: — love, in- 
stead of hatred; — peace, instead of contention ;<-^aQd 
everlasting }oy> instead of weeping, and wailing, and 
gnashing of teeth. 

It is a great calamity^ that there is so much teaching 
in the world, under the name of religion, that turns 
the attention of mankind, from the omnipresent 
<' power and wisdom of God," — to another 
thing, which they call the gospel;— that is made up of 
the limited, grovelling views, in the feebleness and 
folly of men. Thousands are thereby induced to 
overlook or disregard the infallible witnesses, which 
he has mercifully placed in every human mind. Foj* 
there is no intelligent creature, to whom his good and 
perfect gifts, have not been distributed. And as far 
as these have been occupied, they have as invariably 
produced their proper fruits, as the seeds of the earth, 
bring forth their fruits. For none of us are without 
an unquestionable assurance, that justice, mercy, and 
truth, will make all who are governed by them, just, 
merciful, and true,t— as certainly, as the apple tree 
produces apples,— or the pear tree, pears. 

Finally, then, my dear E. I commend thee to that 
blessed and heavenly birth, or manifestation o£ the 
divine nature, which is ^e living Fountain, from 
whence all the streams of righteousness have ever is- 
sued. He has loved thee, and given himself for thee, 
i9 thy Saviour and Rede^m^r;;— and if thou wilt takfit 
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Jam for thy portion, he will liberate thee flrom the 
bondage of corruption, and give tiiee << beauty for 
ashes; — the oil ot joy for mourning, — and the gar* 
ment of praise, for the spirit of heaviness.^' 

Please to present my i^ectionate remembrance to thy 
unde and aunt, to thy sister, and to any dear friend 
idio may enquire after thy affectionate friend, 

EpwARD Stabler* 



TWtmony qf the Monthly meeting cf Baltimore^ 
for the Eastern District, concerning our beloved 
Friend, Isaiah Balderston, deceased. 

He was bom in Bucks county, Pennsylvania, where 
he continued until the year 1773. Having entered 
into a marriage engagement, he removed to Mary- 
Ian^ and settled within the limits of Deer Creek 
meeting; of which, it appears, he was a diligent at- 
tender. And having a gift in the ministry commit- 
ted to him, he was recommended as a minister, by 
that meeting, accordingly. 

In the year 1792, be became a member of this 
meeting, where he continued useful and exemplary^ 
the renuunder of his life; — steadily exercising a pa^ 
restal care over his rising family, that they might be 
farottgbt up in that consistency, which he believed 
Truth required. 

He was rdigioudy concerned for his fidlow-beings, 
vriio laboiured under confinement; and widi the ap- 
profaatioA of bis firiends, frequently visited them in 
priion^Mmses, tnd other public institutions; and sym* 
patfuBing with them in their afflictions, was favoured 
to administer suitable counsel and advice. He was 
dso moeh nereised rs^»eetu»ttlii African raee^- 
2a» 
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liberttioo, and rel^ous improyemeBt 

Sensible of the imporUnt station, which he believ- 
ed himself called upon to fill, and how liaUe he oiigbt 
be to deviate from the true Guide, he was dearousof 
the counsel and admonition of bis Friends, whenever 
it appeared necessary. And when care was adminis- 
tered in that respect, the disposition he manifested, 
evinced not only an increase of his regard for them, 
but a solicitude to be improved thereby. He was 
not frequent in his public appearances in tiie mini«- 
try, at home; — but concerned to labour after a right 
qualification, in solemn silence, wherein true worship 
is to be f»rformed; and when favoured with clear 
openings, bis communications were instructive and 
edifying. 

His miAd was, at difierent times, drawn in gospel 
love, to visit Friends in several of the nei^bouring 
States; and, in many instahces, the inhabitants who 
lesided from amongst them. In all auch visits, he 
was careful to have the approbation oCthe meeting to 
which he belonged;— and returned with- the expres- 
sion of those meetings, amongst which be had been, 
that his services had been acceptably received. 

He was remarkable fov his free,, open disposition, 
and for a becoming liberality towards those of other 
religious persuasions;-- which, with his regular, up- 
right conduct through life, bod a tendeooy to gain 
their afieetions and esteem. The sick and afflioted, 
were also peculiar obfeets of his attontioo and sym.* 
pathy: and by bis frequent vtiit»(o suck, ho deaion^ 
strateil his ooocern aod fellovi^eeUog foe thom^ o«^ 
der thoir tried jutt^tion. 

He was.^^(jtfp fiseroiied oa aeeount^ of a peacticQ^ 
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too {»*evalent ia our Soetety, of persons, when assein- 
bling at places of worship^ mconsiderately spending 
their precioos time in conversing oi» worldly affairs> 
b^re they retire into the hoiise;i and^ by his unifonn 
example^ as well as precept, he eadeavoured to ino- 
presB on their minds the great loss sustained^ and the 
iinprofitaUe result of negligence in this respect, oa 
the rising generation; — whose guarded education and 
rdigious improrement, were subjects in which he 
felt great interest 

Having, through his industry, and application to 
business, been favoured to acquire a competence, he 
declined carrying on his customary occupation, from 
an apprehension that he might be more alriiberty to 
attend to any religious service required of him. But 
not finding by experience, the attainment contemplat- 
ed; he, after some time, resumed his bu$iness in a 
small way, so as not to be encumbered;, having a full 
conviction that his mind was seldom more profitably 
employed, than while his hands were nood^raitely enr 
gaged in some useful outward labour. 

Feeling his mind engaged to jattend the Quarterly 
meetuig at London Grove, in the 8th month last, and 
some meetings ia that part of the country, he was 
favoured to perform the visit to the peace of his own 
mind. On his return,, he was cheerful and pleasant 
with his Friends; but under the solemn impression 
of the necessity of netting hia house in order, (as he 
sevenJ times expressed it^) from a belief that his time 
htsre vRould notltt kfig' 

His comphttiU being of a bilioui^i»«ture^ hi^.constif 
tiitioniwsMiserioiiidy •tiaeked; yet ht kept about for 
•ereitl di^is^ inivhii^h time he paid a visit to most of 
his diildfen ia this oifyt and tasomft oC bis^FriendsH 
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On tiie 31st of 8d) month, being the firit day of the 
week, he attended the morning meeting, in which he 
was led extensivdy to treat on the sabjeet of baptism, 
and the transfiguration of our Saviour on the mwmt 
He explained true baptism to be a purifying wmrk, 
progressively cleansing the heart and life, from die 
corruptions of the world, and from a Tain conformi- 
ty to the delusive fashions and customs thereof. Ne- 
vertheless, in the spirit of Christian charity, he ex- 
pressed his belief ^at the honest hearted of all de-' 
nominations would be accepted. 

After he returned, he felt himself considerably in- 
disposed, and sensible of the effect of the disease. 
It continued to increase, but not with much alarm to 
his family or friends, until the Fourth*day following; 
when, from the severe manner in which he was held, 
his bodily strength gave way, and his recovery was 
considered doubtful. Being asked, whether he wish- 
ed another doctor sent for, he replied that all the doc- 
tors in the world would not do; — nothing but the 
great Physician of value. During the fc^wing ni^t, 
he experienced great bodily suffeiings, and was seve- 
ral times engaged in fervent mipplication to the Al- 
mighty, that his mind might be stayed \ipon him. 
The succeeding day was also a day of great pain, but 
his mind a{q>eared calm and easy. About the third 
hour in the afternoon, his wile sitting by the bed side, 
he took her by the hand, and observed, ^< How hap- 
py we have lived togeth^, for many jrevnl May the 
Lord bless, and be with thee, and •«* dear duUtaen, 
to the k^est generation.'' He thm desbod kb aoA to 
return to the MontUy mee ting , Urn lainale be had 
obtained on the siikjept of Us kte visits as kb did Mt 
expect fo Ftcovec; 
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His dissdution drawing near, little could be done 
for his relief, but to wait patiently for the awful 
event Nature was, at length so far reduced, that he 
remained quite easy for some time, before life be- 
came extinct; — which took place about the fourth hour 
next morning, the 5th of the 9th mo. 1817; and his 
remains were interred the evening following. He 
departed this life, in the 65th year of his age, — hav- 
ing been a minister upwards of twenty-five years. 

Read and approved by the Monthly meeting afore- 
said, the 7th of the 5th month, 1818, and signed on 
behalf thereof, by 

George F. Janney, Clerk. 

Approved by the Quarterly meeting, held in Bal- 
timore, 5th mo. 11th, 1818. 

Philip E. Thomas, Clerk. 



Oliver Paxsony to George Churchman, 

New Hopty 9ih mo. Ist^ 1803. 

Bear Friend, — Thy kind remembrance of the 
6th mo. last, was very acceptable; but on viewing 
the subject of epistolary correspondence, I found two 
obstructions to arise; First, how to address a Father; 
—Second, upon what subject However, as I feel 
iny mind free from embarrassment, shall simply pro- 
ceed as way may open. 

I hope I can say in truth, I have had some experi- 
ence in religious observations, for more than forty 
ywtfs. And as the welfare of our religious society, 
has ever been near to my h^rt, I shall offer a few re- 
niarks upcm it. — About that long ago, there was a 
iygj^ number of well qualified ministers in the So- 
Cietjr; in ^neral, more in thcf timplieity than at pre^ 
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•eiit:— and its gradual deeleorion must be the taliject 
of this epiflde. 

Soon after the cloae of the French war^ there wms 
a considerable advance in the price of country pro- 
duce; Friends began to add house to house, and field 
to field; places of business were enlarged; to aceooi- 
modate whick, recourse was had to hired or bought 
servants, often of bad characters, and these, mixed witii 
Friends' children; with which, other cireumstanoes 
combined, such as the keeping two fires in one fami- 
ly, pertiaps two tables, &c. and thus eagerly pursuing 
the things of this life, opportunities of solid retire- 
ment became less frequent, and not so much zeal in 
getting young people to week-day meetings; for we 
had not only First-day morning and Week-day meet- 
ings, but in summer, meetings in the afternoon of 
First-days; also, Quarterly, Monthly, General, and 
Youth's meetings; all of these, since my time, were 
strictly attended by faithful Friends. But as the de- 
sire of outward gain increased, those meetings, parti- 
cularly in the afternoon, became burdensome; and 
parents began to go themselves in the morning, and 
send their young folks in the afternoon. This gare 
rise to complaints of disorder among the youth; and, 
to remedy these, the language was, among the active 
part of society, *« lay them down; for they are rather 
places of corruption than improvement'' 

On this occasion, my mouth was first opened in 
meetings of discipline, in support of them; for I 
could recollect the sheds, the shades, the sehool- 
houses, and other places, where my sool bad v&ry 
memorable baptisms. But down they went, and in 
a while the youths' meetings, awl most of oar gene- 
ral meetings, wieiealso laid down." ^ Hie bve of 
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money ui indeed the rciot of all evil," vrh&[k the gift 
18 preferred to the Giver. The wonderful lengths 
mtay of our society have -gone in speculations^ some 
io land^ some in trade to sea; and, shall I say, some 
ia English horses; — too little of the yea and nay 
amongst us in our traffic, and intercourse in the world* 
Some of our First day meetings, in many places, 
are yet large; but the honest feeling soul is often 
wounded with beholding the young people col- 
lected, viewing their fine horses,-H3peaking of their 
performances, — their blood, — ^their pedigree, forget- 
ting the precious blood of Him that was shed to re- 
deem from the inordinate love of creaturely enjoy- 
ments;— many of the middle ranks, in other compa- 
nies, enquiring the price of produce at the mill, mer- 
chant shop, or Philadelphia market; or, perhaps, turn 
to. political enquiry, who is candidate for this or that 
office in government It is very observable that mem- 
bers of these descriptions are often early at the meet- 
ing place, but late in taking their seats. Notwith- 
standing the departures from the right ways of the 
Lord, are evidently great, and I fear the ministry has 
not altogether escaped the contagion, — yet I believe 
there is a remnant scattered up and down in the so- 
ciety, that go mourning on their way, with sackcloth 
underneath; and it may be the number of these is 
greater than I have sometimes apprehended. — May 
they increase, is my desire; for I believe they are as 
ballast, and have been the means of preserving the 
society from wreck. 

Great, indeed, has been the mercy and long-suffer- 
ing of our God. He hath hewn us by his prophets, 
and slain us by the word of his mouth. Divine ad- 
nu>nitioa hath been abundantly rq>eated — Oh that 
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our ears were opened to tiie instructions that have 
been offered these forty or fifty years past The ge> 
neral death of hedges,— the wars, — the frequent 
droughts, <»the floods, — the hail,— the thunder and 
li^tning,— the repeated visitations of a pestilential 
fever in our metropolis, — loudly proclaim the omni- 
science and omnipresence of an all wise, overruling 
God- 
It is by no means my choice to seek for failings 
amongst our own people; but I believe there is abun- 
dant cause for mourning on my own account, and on 
account of my fellow-members; yet have I not de- 
sired to appear unto men to fast; — but could I be 
more frequently favoured with thy mount Pisgah 
prospects, it would tend to my consolation. 

Having thus, in a broken manner, made some re- 
marks on our society, shall conclude with this short 
addition, that I can say to my fellow-members in so- 
ciety generally, as a wise man said of his country, 
after having reproved the weakness and wickedness 
of it: 

<« England, with all thy faults, I love thee still— 
My country/' Cowper. 

I expect, on the 10th insl. to set out as companion 
to Wm. Blakey, who is bound in spirit to visit the 
seed iQ part of New Jersey and New York; I find it 
awful, especially as there is little to be looked for, 
but suffering; yet I sometimes have this consoling 
view, " those that suffer with the Master are to reign 
with Him.'' 

OLivsa Paxson. 
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TiA 4fio. 414/11, fi5M.-J[n diioomae with a peniMiy 
not altogether ehaiitable in hintiag at the bad priii<»* 
ple8t)fa iiaunilyin the neighbourhood. O soul, be 
cautious. 

26th. — ^Detained in discounse with a person whom 
I have had reasons to think deistieal. Have felt my 
mind cloudy since, and believe a more evident dis- 
play of charity was wantiog on my part Oh! how 
necessary is watchfulness! 

27th. — Mind in darkness. A very dull meeting, &c. 

28th. — ^Poor, and rather lukewarm. 

29th. — Too talkative and unsteady in conduct. 

30M. — An instance of churlishness. 

3U/.— At General meeting. To me a season of la- 
bour. 

Sthmo. 1st. — ^At our Youth's meeting. Was ap- 
prehensive the meeting suffered loss for want of more 
quietude and patient waiting. 

On a review of my Diary, find I am uncharitable 
in discourse. — A monstrous crime! 

Vain and unwatchful in conversation. 

Sometimes under a hard peevish spirit. — Lukewarm. 

Alas! my soul, how bruised thou art! Lord, thou 
alone jirt Ihe j^ysidan to whom I look for help. 

2d. — In company of a relation from Wilmington. 

Scf.— At meeting; — a remarkable visitation to the 
youth, through the ministry of John Simpson. 

4/A.-— Indisposed with a sore throat, pain, in my 
23 
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head, Slc. a needful memento, how great a blessing 
bealtti is. Remember this, and be thankful that thou 
hast been favoured with it so highly. 

5th. — At Monthly meeting; business managed too 
much in man's will. I was poor. Lord, remember me. 

6M. — A precious season in private meditation, last 
evening; on which have, to-day, learned over again, 
a former lesson: " Yesterday's experience preserves 
not from the dominion of present temptation.''-*- 
Wouldst thou be safe? Labour at all times to continue 
in a steady, watchful frame of mind. . 

Sobriety and charity wanting in discourse. 

7th. — Much exercised in a full school. Craved 
divine assistance,^and was, for the most part, preserv- 
ed in patience and sobriety. 

8/A. — An ill example to my children, in laughing 
loudly at a trifling circumstance which happened in 
their play at noon. Oh ! for more sobriety. 

9th. — Mentally poor. Too laughable this evening. 

10/A.; — At meeting; an evident want of religious 
animation among us, was occasion of mourning to me. 
Company in the afternoon, in which, as usual; I was 
too full of laugh and talk. 

1 Uh, i2th. — ^Preserved in a good degree of patience. 

13M. — At meeting, confirmed in the belief, that 
^ose who wait upon Grod in patience and true humi- 
lity, will be favoured with a portion of his animating 
love. 

I4M, 15/A.— A spell of play with the boys. — It 
was not attended with much rudeness; but have not 
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peace in remeipbering it^ and greatly desire I may be 
enabled finally to relinquish the practice. 

16th. — ^Much deprived of the sensible experience 
of Divine love; owing, perhaps, to a want of reli- 
gious ardour. Oh soul! suffer nothing to bide from 
thee thy true interest 

17/A« — ^A dull meeting. Afternoon in retirement. 

18/A. — Spiritual poverty prevalent 

Soliloquy. — My soul, though thou art poor, and 
much stripped of Divine comfort, yet faint not, but 
labour for a renewal of faith and patience. It is, no 
doubt, for thy good, that thou art thus left alone; 
strive, therefore, to be still and resigned, and watch. 

19/A. — ^In an evening retirement, favoured with a 
renewal of strength. 

SOM, 21^/, 22£f.— -Poor, and weak in mind and bo- 
dy^ from indisposition. 

2Sd. — Rather uni^voury in discourse. Oh for a 
more steady animated concern of .mind t How dull! 
How dwarfish I am! 

2Ath. — Comforted at meeting with a gliippse of th* 
good Master's presence, after a time of fasting and 
drought Afternoon in retirement 

25M. — Laboured to continue in patience and watch* 
ing. 

26M.-^More tenderness i^ necessary in my school. 
Oh my soul, be engaged to dwell deep. 

27/A. — Heard this evening of the strange, timo- 
rous eonduct of a person in the neighbourhood, who 
is repute an atheist If more than usually indtspot- 
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ed, he iff ready to faint with fean^i^ pulteakrly travN- 
blesome to those about him, in the night; and is at> 
most distraeted with terror, if it happens thea to 
thunder and lighten. 

SbKloqug* — My soul, reflect on this, and see how 
much thou owest to kind Providence for the numj 
grsBious ilkuninations he hath&voured theoM^ith. 

28M* — Under some doubts about the mamier of go* 
ing to Quarterly meeting. An humbling way was 
proposed; — ^in a farmer's old clumsy wagon. Vain 
nature abhorred the idea, and the reasoner got the 
Mcendenf^* — Borrowed a neighbour's beast, and rode 
ther^"^ — ^Many unexpected inconveniences painful- 
ly attended the journey, and the * * still small voice'* 
repeatedly whispered, with conviction, that " obe- 
dience is better than sacrifice.'' 

29th. — At Youth's meeting;— a Friend was largely 
opened in his ministry. — The way to true happiBftss 
Ke» through the cross; and the victory is to be ob- 
tihied through a patient animated persereraaeethereiik 

ZOth. — Comfortably regular. 

31*^.'— A fiivoured meeting. The word went forth 
with power against the lukewarm, the hypocritical, 
and those who, halting, as it were, between two opin- 
iomr, pasr tfieir lives away witfiont expenenoiti^ a 
change of heart. 

Qth mo. Isf. — ^An evident instance of the depravif 
ty of my nature, in a game of ball with the boys. 

2i2.'— Monthly meeting,, to me a time of poverty 
and abasement. 
Liikewarmneia, levity, and Mght miiav o ttry dib>> 
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eourse; my chief complaints last month. Oh for more 
strength and steadiness! 

3d. — Patience much exercised in my school. Con- 
cerned to experience a more ardent engagement to 
press heaven-ward. 

4th. — Nearly fifty children to take care of to-day. 
—Preserved comfortably steady, labouring for pa- 
tience, and a faithful discharge of duty among them. 

5th. — AlasJ for this day's experience: That " when 
lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin; and sin, 
when it is finished, bringeth forth death/' 

A game of ball, though certain it was evil. 

Oh my frailly ! Lord, wilt thou altogether forsake 
me? Oh! pardon my follies* 

6th. — Concerned to dwell in watchfulness. 

Ith.^^A rainy day. Small dull meeting. Found 
it very hard labour to center into stillness. Oh! how 
unconcerned! how inanimate did the assembly ap- 
pear! My soul, be aroused. 

9M, lO/A — Mind in a poor veiled situation. Pre- 
•erved from a temptation to folly: the Lord be thank- 
ed. Some encouragement at a week-day meeting. 

llthj 12/A— Patience much exercised in my school; 
under a low barren slate of mind. A vain, con- 
temptible example to my children, in a game of balL 
O my frailty I my impotence! Lord! what s^iall I 
myl how shall I come before thee with .acceptance? 
Oh! toft more itrengtiK 

'13M.— Humbled under poverty of aoid* 

14/A^Rode to Bttckiogban mtetiiis wiUia eo«-, 
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sin. Exercised there under a sense of my great 
weakness and unworthiness. 

JMfem.— Jn this tonr, too talkative, and indi8<a'eet- 
ly commonicative. 

15M. — Rather sour among my children; but felt 
that I loved them — Concerned to be found watching. 

16/A.— Endeavoured in the cross to nature, to per- 
form my duty, and have peace therein. 

17/A. — A sweet comfortable season at meeting, in 
which the great Shepherd's love to my soul appeared 
very great, and justly to demand my all in return. 
May it be given! 

18/A — Patience much exhausted in my school. La- 
boured to keep in the quiet, and feel deeply humbled 
this evening, under a sense of the difficulties attend- 
ing me through life. Lord, grant me an increase of 
resi^ation and patience. 

IBihy 20IA.— Wanting in attention to the Divine 
sense within;— and thus found unable to resist a temp- 
tation to vanity. 

Sl«/.— After .some wrestling, a comfortable season ^ 
at meeting. The afternoon toell y>ent> 

2M, d4M.— At raeetuig, earnestly desirous to ex- 
perieace my own will subjected; and through Divine 
assistance, submitted to what I believe, is required of 
me, though much in the cross to nature* The Lord 
be thanked. 

2Sth, S6/A.— Poor in mind, and rather aorose. 

27/A.— At a aieetiiig of a public Uinrary cM^Mun^. 
Cmduet M the whole, rather unguarded and indis- 
creet 
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tSih. — The public Friends and some others, gone 
to Yearly Meeting; yet our great Master was not un- 
mindful of us who « remained by the stuff." — I was 
fiiyoiu*ed with a sweet time at meeting, being in a 
lively manner made sensible of the love of God to 
his creature man, and particularly of his many gra- 
cious visitations to my soul. 

t9/A.— Foolishly fretted at a mere trifling disap- 
pointment, and spoke irreverently to my mother. 
Ah! thou weak and perverse servant 

dO/A.^Felt the enemy's secret operations, in vain, 
e%^ thoughts* Comforted under a sense of Divine 
support. 

10/A mo, 1st — A poor dull meeting. 

Have been frequently very vain in playing ball, 
during last month. Also much afflicted with a hard, 
peevish state of mind. 

To remedy these evils, I believe a more steady, 
fervent attention to the holy sense placed in the heart, 
is very necessary. May the Lo^d be with me, and 
quicken my desires for inward purity. 

)3dL— -Conversation too light and unsavoury. 

9d, 5#A.^Regular. — Some renewal of streagth at 
meeting on first day. 

Sth, Sth. — Comfortably consistent in conduct A 
time of drought and distress at Monthly meeting. 

9ti^ 11 /A. — ^Wanting in a deep and solid attention 
to the Divine sense wiUiin. 

t2th, lSM.--jBdtfp08ed with a pain in my nde. 
14<A— Went Mt t» the dtitfam to^dngr* few «n 
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tpprehennon it would conduce more to my peacQ (^ 
mind to stay at home. Am like to gain much oblo- 
quy thereby. May I dwell deep, clothed with hu^ 
mility and charity.— Spent the forepart of the day in 
retirement; tho latter in gathering nuts.— Oh! for a 
more fervent spirit 

15M. — Some great politicians unexpectedly baffled 
in their schemes. An evidence of the fallibility 'of 
man, and the fluctuation of all human afiairs. May 
my life be centred upon a wore solid foundation! 

16M.— Favoured with a sweet sensation of the 
heavenly Parent's love this morning; but believe a 
more steady attention to the internal sense was w^- 
ing through the labours of the day. 

17/A. — A mortifying instance of some of my chil- 
dren wanting due respect for me.— A treatment of 
them too morose, may possibly occasion this, at least 
in part* 

My soul! thou often feelest them near to thee; — 
thou lovest them; labour therefore to make this lore 
more apparent in thy conduct. 

18/A, 19/A.— Too indolent; and on First day at 
meeting, inanimate in my endeavours to cent^ into 
a state of perfect silence. In company in the siter- 
noon, true sobriety wanting. Thoughtful this even- 
ing, and feel a strong engagement of mind to be freB" 
■ing forward towards a state of inward purity. 

20th, 2lsi.^ln company, talkative;; and as might 
1^ expected in such a case, indisereeffy comfnumea- 
five. 

Sieif.— Self discovered, and throng Diriae aMMt* 
Mee orereome. P0aee tbe rcwaicL 
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98d^ JM/A.— .Mindratherexternalandsluggish. Oh! 
for more animation. Lord, quicken me. 

25thy 26t/u — A pretty comfortable time at Buck* 
ingham meeting, yet less 8o» for want of more fer-^ 
Teoey in waiting. O how lukewarm ! 

27thy 28ih, — ^Too indifferent, and therefore not pre* 
pared properly to resist the allurements of tempta^ 
tion. 

My soul^ rememher thou the Rock, from whence 
thou wast hewn. 

29/^ — A poor dull time at meeting. 

SOthy 3lst. — Conduct and conversation not duly 
MMwned with sobriety.— Oh f the tyranny of. a vain 
lif^t 8fiiit. Lford quicken me. 

II th mo. 1st — In a good measure irreproachable. 
2d, — ^A time of some favour at meeting. 

3rf. — ^At a vendue: — believe I was wanting in a due 
obi^rvance of sobriety. Alas! my inattention i» 
great 

4th. — ^At monthly meeting; — to me a time of abase* 
SBBot^ and I hope, of instruction. 

On a review of last month's account, I find a devia* 
tkm from trae sobriety, bolh in conduct and con versa* 
tkm^ often comjdaiBcd of; as also, a careless, luke* 
^varm stata I feel earnestly desirous to arise and 
inrsne my journey with more animation. May the 
Iforcly in mercy, condescend to quicken me! 

5fhy 6th. — Not suiBficiently concerned to walk blame-^ 
|b8b bdfore God and man. — In discourse with a per- 
aon^ mixed too much foolish laughter with it 

7th, 8M.— Pretty regulan 
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" 9/A— A season of some refreshment at Makefield 
meeting. 

^ lOM. — Much afflicted this evening, on hearing of 
the miserable end of several deists 

Lord! how inconceivably great is my debt to thee J 
Oh ! animate my soul to a greater return of love and 
obedience. 

11 /A. — An instance of peevishness. 

12/A. — At meeting; more industry wanting on my 
part 

- 13/A, 15th. — A time of weakness and failure, in 
several instances. 

My soul! attend thou to the holy Divine sen$e 
within; otherwise the enemy will prevail more and 
more, and tread thee down as mire in the highway^ 

16th. — A painful Aeeting,— More sobriety want- 
ing in the afternoon. 

17/A.— The genuine effects of a well regulated 
mind, not visible enough. Too much chaff in dis- 
course. 

18M. — At a meeting appointed for Solomon Gas* 
kill, a stranger among us. It proved, through Di- 
vine mercy, an awakening time. He complained of 
the great leanness and spiritual poverty felt among us; 
—of our sitting down in a lukewarm, unawakened 
condition. My barrenness and numerous infirmities 
came before me, and feelingly showed the necessi^ 
6f a more ardent engagement to do the Lord's wilL 

"Search me, and try me; and if thou see iniquity 
in me, do thou it awayl'' 

19/A, 21^/.— Nearly a vacuum. 
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22flR; — Be thoughtful and cautious in thy conversa- 
tion. Make no hasty promises, nor rash engage- 
ments; but be always on thy guards and attend care- 
fully to the still small voice. 

23d. — A painful laborious meeting. In the after- 
noon, churlish^ 

24/A, 26th — Weather retnarkably dull. Peevish- 
ness too predominant. Too little circumspection in 
discourse. 

' 27M, 28M.— At Bucks Quarterly and Youth's 
meeting, held at Middletown. It was attended by 
several ministering Friends from distant parts, and to 
me appeared a season of Divine favour. 

Soliloquy — My soul, it has been a time of much 
sofiering and drought to thee for many days past; but 
thou wast here comforted under a firm belief, — that 
notwithstanding the sorrowful defection of many, who 
are soaring aloft, and trampling under foot the Divine 
Witness^ there is, through the mercy of God, a liv- 
ing remnant still preserved to keep up the fire on his 
holy altar.— May these be preserved, and their num- 
ber increased! 

Lord, we look to thee. Oh! preserve us through all, 
to thy glory. 

29M.— Low and mentally poor. 

dO/A.— Uncommonly afflicted at meeting, under n 
dn>w^, inanimate spirit Through waiting in pa» 
tience, a comfortable degree of victory was experi* 
eneed. 

1»M mo. 1^/.— Mind in a low veiled state. 
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arf.^Aii insUiiee of ohorliihini in the moruang* 
At MontUy meetings two «hort tettimonia^ iaacbiD 
the itme import, worthy of my imoyBS attentioiEi* 
<< Be faithful in what appears Ay duty, though it nnj 
consiat in small things." — » lliough thy gift be smalli 
give diligent heed to it^— « Be thou iaiAful unto 
death, and I will give thee a crown of g^ory." 

Sd.^Narrative and iSbfifo^tiy.— Throo^ ike ean- 
tinued mercy of our heavenly Father, #e have late- 
ly had the edifying company of five or six msmst^ 
ing Friends from difierent parts. Have felt myself 
very poor and unworthy; but believe many have lelt 
it a season of Divine favour, and hope they will long 
retain in remembrance the instruction thus communi- 
cated. We had, this day, an extraordinary awaken- 
ing time, at a meeting appointed for Eli Yamall. 
Great power attended his ministry, and numbers ap- 
peared broken down under it. A solemnity unusu- 
ally impressive, covered the meeting during his pray- 
er, with which the sitting ended. Knowing my own 
inattention and forgetfulness, I felt concerned thus to 
commemorate the marvellous kindness of the great 
universal Parent, in remembering the workmanship 
of his hands. 

O ray soul! mayest thou be sufficiently sensible of 
his benevolent attention. Give it a due place within 
thee. Sufier not the impressions, in mercy received, 
tO'Wear off, and pass away unavailingly, as water pour- 
ed forth on a sandy desert 

4M, e/A.— Spent indifferently; because of being 
lieith^ coid nor hot 

7M.— -A good time at meeting, through labour and 
patience. 
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Sthf 9/A.— ^Beware of indolence of mind. — Gkiard 
thy temper; hbouripg to keep out a sour, morose 
disposition. 

10/A.— A good meeting, being engaged to wait 
therein patiently. Feel an increasing uneasiness in 
the pursuit of temporal studies. 

II th. — Engaged in study; — mind disquieted there- 
with. Oh for resignation! 

12/A, 13/A. — ^When in company, be sober and of 
few words. Do not basely suit thyself to the taste 
or humour of those present, especially in speaking in 
a disrespectful manner of any absent person. 

14M. — ^To me a hard laborious meeting. 

15th. — Sluggish in mind. — In those stripped sea- 
sons, wherein little of the Divine savour is felt, la- 
bour thou, my soul, to keep in patience and watch- 
fulness. 

I6th. — Some misbehaviour occurring among my 
children, I reproved them in terms too high and ri- 
gorous. Ah self! how oughtest thou to be guarded! 

17/A, 18M. — ^A poor, low meeting. Exercised 
much with the ill conduct of one of my children, at 
school. Craved Divine assistance, and hope my be- 
haviour on the occasion, was proper. 

1 9/A, 20th. — ^Indisposed. 

21*/. — ^Better of my indisposition, for which fa- 
vour am thankful — A dull meeting. 

22df 24th. — ^Beware that diou art not found sloth- 
ful. Labour for an increase of circumspection, both 
in conduct and aonvarsation. 
24 
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28thf 96/A. — Some sweet oreiebadowkigs. ci Di- 
vnie love. Oh! that I may be more and more engag- 
ed to serve the Lord. 

27M. — ^Regular. — 2Sih* — A dull meetings oeeasion- 
ed through my indolence. My leisure spent in read- 
ing William Penn's Works. 

99th.*-*In company with a young man, my mind 
was turned to the great Master, that be might pie- 
serve me from error, which I hope was measurably 
the case. 

SOM, 31^/. — ^A solemn awakening call in the death 
of a beloved sister, showing the necessity #f having 
my accounts in readiness. May the awful iinpres- 
sions received be indelible, and I stand more loose 
from the world; and all my movements be perfectly 
in the will of the Lord, so shall I be prepared to meet 
without fear, my dissolution here, and launch into a 
happy eternity. 

Thus, through many weaknesses and imperfections, 
and many gracious visitations, I have passed a year 
since I began this Diary^-^e Lord knows whether 
with any improvement And here I intend to denst 
for the present; entreating Ml forgiveness of the er- 
rors of my past life, and that- he may be pleased to 
continue his visitations wnA Hm (rtliidfm itf Im Holy 
Spirit; that so, through all the probatiQivi and vicissi- 
tudes of life, I may experience an iocr^itse of hea- 
venly stature. 

Evmfo be it, O Lord! 

J.tt 
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DANIEL OFFLEY^ 

The author of the following letters, was the son of 
Daniel and Rachel Offley, of Philadelphia. He was 
born the 29th of the 11th months 1756, and during 
his youthful days, departed widely from the path^ of 
peace and substantial happiness. From this libertine 
course he was mercifully turned, and by yielding 
obedience to the requisitions of the Divine Monitor 
within, a great change waseflected in his conduct and 
deportment. He appeared in the ministry about the 
twenty-fourth year of his age, perhaps but a few 
months before the first public appearance in that line, 
of his Friend Peter Yarnall. Both became eminent 
and powerful preachers of righteousness, in their day. 
Daniel was removed from works to rewards, during 
the awful visitation of the yellow fever in Philadd- 
phia, in the 10th month, 1793, aged nearly thirty- 
seven years. A memorial concerning him is pre- 
served in the small volume, printed in Philadelphia, 
in IB21. * That and the ensuing letters, exhibit some 
interesting testimonials of his life and character. 

Letters Jrom Bahiel Offlej/^jun. Philadelphioy to 
Peter Yarnall, Concord, 
Pkitadelphia, I2th month 20/A, 1 7S0. 

DBiJI WmiMWfth 

Tlune» by favour of Jonathan £van% contiiii- 
ed a very seasotiable apology for thy n6t calliag to 
aee me^ i^heti laal in town» Sinee whieh« many ft* 
Tonri eoaferred upon ua^ daim oar deep and humble 
idmowledgment to the great Author. It atill eoer 
tfames to be ny lot^ to dwell mostty in a itelf of deqi 
protiogi aad buinbling exer^^iOi I em dMn>u9 It 
be made fidly ecqiieiiited witk nqr own iMrautji^ 
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and the workings of the enemy of our happioe^s, 
which I believe many of us have been favoured to 
see, are deep and hidden. I think I have also been 
favoured to see the indispensable necessity of our 
dwelling deep, and being often brought under the 
baptizing power of Truth, which has a tendency, as 
it is patiently abode under, to unveil the understand- 
ing, clearly and distinctly to discover the snares 
which satan, or his. emissaries have laid for us; and 
I believe these snares and baits are always suited to 
our various natural inclinations. 

As respects us, who have belieK^ed ourselves called, 
and not only called, but chosen of God, to bear a pub- 
lic testimony to his goodness, — Oh! that I in particu- 
lar, — Oh! that all who are thus called, may dwell so 
deep as to be preserved from all the snares of the 
enemy, and kept under that Power which gives au- 
thority, and which " maketh his angels spirits, and 
his ministers a flaming fire," that neither the stubble 
nor the chafiy natures can withstand. For I do verily 
believe, if there te but, on our part, a proper wait- 
ing for the fresh anointing, that the Lord will raise 
op << threshing instruments." And Oh! how neces- 
fary it is to guard well against the working of self- 
imagination, compassing ourselves ab(>ut with sparks, 
bat not of the true fire*, — ^and by impatience (when 
perhaps the anointing power was at work, and would 
haTe properly qualified) there has been strange fire 
ofiered, which I believe, without breaeh of charity^ 
hat bean aCmim hi the si|^ of God, who wiH not 
aeodpt ^ robbery for burnt offering;" but there most 
be a waiting in the hply silencer and ceasing from 
•eUnietivifyy until wa feel the command, «<i»x>claim 
my word which I licte girm tbae> to tbta pac^.^* 
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When there ia soch a dear discoverj, it is an aw* 
fid thing, and its consequences are fearful^ to disobey, 
such openings. But notwithstanding it is so, there 
has been at times, in myself, and it may be so with 
otherfl^ a reluctance to yield obedience; and then we 
are brought under chastisement and close rebuke; 
which may work in us a disposition of willingness to 
do any thing, in order to be relieved from the deep 
distress of mind that we feel. And here is the ene- 
my again, presenting a way for us, and working upon 
the unmortified nature, proposing many things to us, 
in order to get from under this trying dispensation; 
which in these beclouded timejs, makes the trial still 
deeper and more exercising. But I have ever found 
it safest for me, in the course of my small experience, 
to bear the indignation of the Lord, till it be over- 
past, — and his mercy again revealed, with a clear evi- 
dence of his being again reconciled. 

I cannot tell the reason, why I should be thus led; 
but hope these remarks may, by no means, be a dis- 
couragement to thee, whom I love and esteem. But 
if thou riiould have to travel in any of these trying 
paths, thou may remember that others have trod there- 
in before thee. So, in dear love to thee, in which 
my wifo joins, I remain thy assured Friend, 

Danisl OrFLsr, Juk. 

7b Peter Tamall, Concord. 
Philadelphia, 8ih month 7th, 1781. 

OXAB FBIXKD, 

I am willing to embrace the first opportunity 
of replying to thy acceptable favour, which I recei?^ 
ed last First day momingi^diiectly after tiie elose o* 
^ an exerdsing meeting. 

24* 
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I marit^ with pleasore, thy account of an increase 
of healthy for which I hope we may ever he thankfbl; 
myself and family heing also favoared with a good 
degree of the same, except a small torn of summer 
complaint, which my wife Iua been proved with, and 
which, in this trying hot season, has, and does con* 
tinue to visit many; although few have been tak^i 
away with it, yet many have been brought very low. 
The weather has been very proving to the aged and 
infirm« But yet, dear Friend, there still remains a 
great reluctance to be blest, — a disposition of ease and 
indifference cherished. I have often thought, and had 
to marvel at the long-forbearance and mercy of our 
Crod; and a language, similar to that formerly ex- 
pressed respecting some other places, has often ran 
through my mind. Oh! Philadelphia! Philadelphia! 
had the many powerful visitations, which have been 
extended to thee, been reached forth unto Sodom and 
Gomorrah, they would have repented long ago, in 
dust and ashes. Therefore the men of these cities 
shall rise up in judgment against thee, and, may I 
not say, condemn thee. But I do believe there are a 
living number, whose cries have entered ^o the eara 
of the Lord of Sabaoth, and he has opened a gracious 
ear to their mourning and sighings as between the 
porch and the altar, — with this language, **0 Lord, 
•pare us a little longer. Try us yet another year.*^ 
He has long waited for fruits. But it would be no 
marvel tt, all with me, if his anger should yet rise 
higher, and he should pour out the vials of his wrath 
upon the inhsibitants of this once highly favoured city. 
As to my 6\yn particular state, I have been of intter 
Weeks, under much humbling exercise. Yesterdajr 
I attended our Quarterly meeting, and believe it wia 
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favoured with a covering, which clearly evidenced 
that something good was still with us; and that the 
Lord had not wholly forsaken his people, — it may be 
for the sake of the <* ten righteous," whom he has yet 
found amongst us. And Oh! saith my soul, may 
their number increase;— and that we, who have put 
our hands to the gospel-plough, may not look back, 
nor through dust gathering on our garments and be- 
coming soiled, thereby dim the beauty of holiness, 
and occasion the weak to stumble, and the daring 
rebel to reproacR the holy Truth. 

Thy certificate was applied for, and a committee 
appointed to draw one; but I believe Friends expect 
thy attendance at next Monthly meeting. I believe* 
it cannot now be called a time of health in the city. 
My wife joins me in love to thee, in which I remain 
thy affectionate Friend, 

Daniel Ofpley, Jun. 

To Peter Yarnall 
Philadelphia^ 1th month 29M, 1783. 

DEAR FRIEND, 

The long silence which has taken place be- 
tween us, is on my part, no want of friendship; but 
rather as I have felt myself much unfit for any com- 
munication which might be either pleasing or profit- 
aWe, — was not willing to trouble thee, or expose my 
own weakne88,-^lest it might in any measure tend to 
thy discoungement rather than profit. But, as I 
expect shortly to set out oa a visit to Friends in New 
York, and its neighbourhood, having the concurrence 
of our Monthly meeting for that purpose, — I felt^ on 
reading over one of thy letters which I some time 
igp received, a freedom to put pen to paper; — desir- * 
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iog to be 80 preserved as to say nothiog which may 
tcnd» in -any wise> inproperly to exalt or depress. 

Not long sinc^ I returned with my Friend George 
Dillwyn from the tour I now have in proq[>ect But, 
finding a too anxious desire a^er home, I returned 
too eariy, — ^to my own wounding* Oh! dear Friend, 
there is need for us to mind the pointing of the LordV 
finger^ both in going out and coming in: to be wholly 
unshackled from all the cumbering things of ihit 
world, and to be given up to his appointment and di- 
rection. If this was more the situation and state o' 
such as are at times made use of as instruments in hi^ 
holy hand, how many shining stars would there be, 
whose brightness would have a tendency to overawe 
those clouds of darkness, which sometimes do over 
^read our Sion. 1 feel a necessity for myself, to be 
more devoted in heart to run, with a becoming cheer- 
fulness and resignation, the ways of his requiring, 
whereby my strength might more increase. For, how 
subtle is the adversary in his attempts to draw us back 
into captivity and thraldom! so that I have sometimes 
when in low desponding moments, been ready tc 
query, who is able for these things? 

But we have a merciful Grod to deal witl^ who 
when he has tried the integrity of our hearts^ wil 
arise in his mighty power, and put to flight the.eae 
my: Knd thus our souls, wearied with exercise, wil 
be permitted to enjoy a short, but ^eeious aabbatli 
May I, with thee, dearFriend^ ew press forwan 
through those crowds of opporitkiD, whieh I heli^r* 
neither of us, «re exempt fitun$— -that ao, neithe 
heights nor depths, {ntncipalities nor poweara, thi^^ 
jyresent nor to eome^ may ev^ be dble to sepan^ m 
fromfhe ioveof OodinCbrat Jmis. AAthiato- 
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comes our daily concern, I humbly hipe that way 
will be made for the remnant of God^s Israel to pass 
through as on dry land, t* the praise of his holy 
name. 

As nothing more occurs particularly to write, I 
close with love to thyself and wife, and am thy affec- 
tionate Friend, 

Daniel Offley, Jun. 



To revive ia remembrance, the godly care and concfern of 
Friends, for the preservation of the youth and others, the following 
Advice is republished. The fashions and amusements of the pre- 
sent time, it is to be feared, are drawing many away from those 
plain and retired habits which characterized Friends in former days. 
It may be a profitable enquiry, why so little active exertion is made 
to counteract the current of vain and unprofitable amusements, of 
corrupt customs and conversations, and of assimilation with the spi- 
rit of the world, exhibited in conformity with its policy and man- 
ners, in the pursuit of wealth, luxuries, superfluities and extrava- 



ADVICE AND CAUTION 

From the Monthly Meeting ofFriends^ in Phila-^ 
delphia, the Twenty-third Day of the Ninth 
Monthy 1768. 

To our Friends and Brethren in Religiov^ pro^ 
fesaion with us. ^ 

I>£AR FBISND8, 

A deep exercise and fervent concern, being 
impressed on our minds, for the preservation and wel* 
fiBu:^ of thp members of our religious Society, and es* 
pecially of the youth under our care, we aiGfectionately 
exhort and advise all who make piofessioa of being 
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led and j^uided by the dictates of the SHvine ]M*iQci- 
pie of Light and Truth, to commieinorale with rever* 
enee and thankfulness^ \h6 manifold mercies and bless- 
ings which, by the bounty of the Lord our God, are 
continued to us; and by integrity, sobriety, aad cir- 
cumspection of life and conversation, to manifest that 
we are sincerely desirous of walking answerable to so 
gr^t favours. 

We are engaged the more immediately to excite 
these considerations at this time, from an apprehen- 
sion Ibat the minds of the unwatchful, will be in dan- 
ger of being captivated by the ensnaring diversions of 
the Horse Baces and Stage Plagfe^ which are intend- 
ed to be again exhibited in and near this city. — ^We 
earnestly entreat and beseech you would seriously 
consider the danger and destructive tendency, af 
countenancing or encoc(raging these profane amuse* 
mentSy by attending, or being spectators of them, as 
th^y evidently tend to introduce idleness, licentious- 
ness, and intemperance, and are directly opposite to 
the precepts and example of our Lord Jesus Christy 
and to the testimony and practice of his disciples and 
followers in every age. 

We therefore fervently desire that all Friemli^ 
to whom the impprtant care of the youth is entrusted, 
irottld, by admonition and persaasiofi, endeavour to 
convince them of the hurtful consequences of being 
deluded by these ensnaring temptations, and where 
this labour fails of success, that they would discharge 
Iheir duty faithfully, by proper restraints. 

e^ndf, dearfy behvedYov^, coBiideiiflg hoffWUi^ 
me drawn ailde into vanity and foHy, flnom flM^jMly- 
#ntstion of Divine l^ove^ wbUb you iiavo Ittdn^i 
heea senribly a^lMed wW^ we enlreal afldfclwuftiif 
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you to avoid theae tomptntiona: suSbr the wocoro and 
ardent desires of your elder brethren for your jM^r 
ent and eternal welfar^^ to have plaCe in your minds. 
Let a due consideration of the uncertainty of the 
time allotted ydu^ excite you to devote it to the hon- 
our of Qod.«-*Atteod to the restraints of Divine grace, 
and thus you will be preserved from the evils of the 
world, become serviceable in your sev^^al stations, 
and obtain true peace here, and a well grounded hope 
of everlasting happiness hereafter. 
Signed in, and on behalf o/our said Meetings hy 
John Pemberton, CXerk at this time* 



7b Rowland Robinsouj Carolina. 

Newport y Rhode Island^ 2d mo. 1784. 
Whene'er my head, the hovMng tempest flies. 
And angry billows meet the lowering skies: 
When from the north, the wind impetuous pours. 
And the hoarse beach with voice responsive roars: — 
jyiy heart, still anxious for thy safety, flies 
0*er pathless seas, where hourly dangers rise. 
AttadiM to thee, by many a tender tie. 
It dares the power of absence to defy. 
Thy virtues, Rowland, need not apprehend 
T%e lessening friendship of thy absent friend;' 
Whatever misfortune may Iky life infest, 
la aure to rai^e compassion in «iy breast: 
WJifttavar joya and baf^ineas are tbine» 
.^^e sfire to kindle mutual joys in mine. 

Mi^ heft:reD pvopttkm^ ott my bnittief imiks 
And aU lus toil with cheerful hope, beguile! 
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May it-on fhee diSase its ehoieest ray. 
And every oiffe with tenfold Uiss rq>ay I 
May the great Being, whose toprette decree 
Stills the harsh tumults of the .raging sea, 
Direet thee safely o'er the pathless deep; 
Cruide4hee when waking, and protect Uiy sleep; 
And turn thy footsteps to thy natiye shore, 
. To tempt the dangers of the seas no more! 

But if a£Siction comes, with sorrowing face, 
To mark thy path, and every hope deface. 
May. the good Shepherd be forever nigh. 
Who wipes the streaming tears from ev'ry eye:— 
The healing balsam of his love impart. 
And soothe the sorrows that invade thy heart! 
Hy him attempered, may they only prove, 
The chain that links thee to his sacred love! 

Amy. 

How sweet are the effusions of sincere friendship! 

What delightful pleasure it gives us, to wait en tiiose 
we love I 

How many opportunities we may find of doing U^ 
tie offices of kindness and -attention one to another, 
when true iove and affection abound in the heart, un- 
interrupted! . 

*• ■ ~ " ■ . 

JVbte.— If anj of tlie tubfcciben l» FdMda' Bfiflcdlai^, htre 
failed to receiTe their numbers regokr]j; or, if thej hive been 
omitted tltogetber, tbey can be supplied bj calling on, or addreii- 
Ing a note to B^ard Townsend, 8« "fi. comer of CheMint aift lOtb 
streets, Lippiocott h Farry, No* 67 North . Second streeWov fctbe 
. ' eAftin in Bjberry, of whom, also, complete numbeietrtjphe tfbn* 
^ ««MBceip«nt,majbeobtniiMd>eiKitowliom.nl|ae^rffpUc«ti«iiJor 
•i4Mciiptioa, caa be made. 
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The memory of the jist is blewed.— Pro». x. 7. 
Qather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost. 

Jokn^ vi. 12. 



No. 7. TENTH MONTH, 1881. Vol. I. 



JAMES HAMTON'S ESSAYS, &c.— continued. 
A Brief Account qf the Life and Death of my 

iSw/cr, MaryWat^on^ who died the 29th qf the 

I2th monthy 1788. 

She was remarkablytender and hamane in her na- 
tural disposition, and very early became acquainted 
with that Divine principle which reproves for evil, 
and shows what is goed. 

As die advanced in age, being exposed \o much 
tompany, and many seducing examples, she was fa- 
voured through an attention to this Monitor within^ 
so to conduct herself as to preserve an ynsulKed reu * 
putation; often saying she found more real satisfec- ' 
tion in retirement, and the perusal of instructive au- * 
thors, than in all the convivial assemblies of the youth- 
ful and gay. 

About the eighteenth year of her age, she was 
married to John Wateon, of Buckingham; alnan, A^ 
spectable both for His personal accomplishments and.„ 
circumstances in the world, with whom cdie lived . 
the remainder of her life, in near affection. In 
a sbwt memorial he wrote concerning her, I find thi 
folltming, remarkable expressions:*— <' After an ao*' 
quaintance of more thai\ seventeen years, I can say 

25 • # 
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that I don't remember to have ever known her mind 
' discomposed) or her countenance changed by pas^ 
sion; or to have heard her use an anipry eig^nssaon^ 
on any occasion.'' 

She was of a benevolent disquisition, and extended 
her commiseration and charity to the objects of dis- 
tosss and need, of every denomination, within the 
circle of her acquaintance. 

Her laert, sickness was a wasting disorder, of near 
two year's continuance, throu^ which seaspn she 
■ often suflfered much. During the latter pajrt of her 
illness, she was afSicted with great weakness and de- 
pression of spirits; it being a close conflict (or bet to 
become resigned to the prospect of leaving her finni- 
ly and small children, for wfaoee pioos education, free 
from the pollutions otf a degenerate age, she often ap- 
peared laiuch concerned. Wehaveno room todoubt, that 
these afflictive dispensations Imd a tendency to wean 
her more effectually from all things here below ;->-^or, 
in conversation, some weeks before her decease, ^e 
spoke of the necessity of resignation; and said she 
* ' fadd experienced better days, in a spiritual sense, sinee 
'" ' her oonfitiement, than ever she had done bef<M*e. 
• "Slie^ve ail affectionate charge to her children, re- 
^p^ting their conduct in liiSd, directing then| to a con^ 
. jiant watchfulness over«their words and actions, and 
prayer to. ki»d Providencie to guard them; saying, 
•tllpit such Imd been her practice,* and that she had ex- 
^..pefieaeed it to be her preservation from many and va- 
tioullieqiptations; adding, that she had endeavoured 
to be ftitHful to what was manifested to be h^ duty, 
and now all was no more than sufficient to sumort, 
4n the present trying season. . ^ 

About twenty-four hoors before her close, her bro- 
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ther Oliver Hamton was sitting by her b^side^when^ 
taking him by the hand^ she expressed herself in a 
very moving manner^ as follows: '< My brother^ I 
can say but little. I don't yet feel that assurance of 
peace in my mimd; which I could wish. I don't 
know the cause. — There is nothing else in my way.— ^ 
I am resigned. — I have endeavoured to be faithful^ in 
what was committed to my trust; — though sensible of 
many weaknesses." 

Soon after this, it pleased Divine Providence to 
dispel those doubts — the distressing cloud which had 
covered her mind^ was, through mercy, removed; and 
a lively prospect of the happiness prepared for those 
who finish their course in righteousness, was opened 
to her view. — Under this exulting prospect, she spoke 
out at intervals, as her strength would permit: — <* Oh 
Father! thy blessed will be done, and not itune."--^ 
"O Lord ! bless all my friends and relations." << Oh ! 
the glory I have a prospect of." " I rejoice in my 

sufferings." **Come, sweet Jesus, come quickly, 

and take me to thy arms. — I long to be released." 

As the dosing moment evidently approached, ^e 
said,— <• I am resigned; — ^not my will be done, but 
thine, Lord." — "0 Friends, be not discouraged at 
what you see in me;-r-the smallest glimpse of that 
light and peaee I have a prospect of, is more than a 
reeon^nse for all mj suftrings." 

To those about her, she said, ^< Tell my friends, 
I trust in the mercies of Ibe Lord, in divine ^th, 
having assurance he will receive me to hinwelf."— ■ 
She then repeated these words: '< Sweet Jesus, 
come quickly." 

She dropped many weighty expressions, not here 
particulaarly mentioned, and appeared evidently sen- ^ 
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aible to the iMt A very short time before her exit^ 
tenderly embracing her husband^ they took a most af- 
fectionate farewell of each other^ so aqiresaive of un« 
feigned love^ as much to move those present 

Having led an innocent, virtuous life, and laid it 
down in sucb a frame of mind, we are comforted un- 
der a well-grounded belief, that she is now beyond 
the reach of wee, an inhabitant of those mansions ef 
unceasing felicity, prepared by the Lord for the righ- 
teous. 

Behold, here, a weak, timid woman, undaunted at 
the terrors of death and the grave, and happily tri- 
umphinl; over all, in the last extremity: A circum- 
stance powerfully evincing, " that we follow not cun^ 
ningly devised fables;^' but that for those, who, 
while here on earth, serve Crod faithfully, according to 
their measure, there most certainly is prepared a fu- 
turity of inexpressible happiness. 

And doth it not assure us with all the force of de- 
monstration, that there is indeed a God, whose partis 
cular Providence is over us? and that future rewards 
and punishments, far Ax)m originating in idle imagi- 
nation, are most certain? — I have ardently wished that 
we, who survive, may enter into a more earnest la- 
bour, properly to improve the time which is thus in 
mercy lengthened out to us; — that we may have our 
day^s work done, and our accounts in readiness, when-* 
ever it shall please the great Judge of all the earth, 
to cdl 03 to our final account. 

Letter to Oliver Hamton. 

Dear Brother, — I saw J. P. going down, — sup- 
pose to Court, and should have been glad if thou hadst 
. remembered me by him. — ^Am altogether uncertain 
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of seeing him return; but am willing to scribble down 
something to be in readiness, if I should. 

Have been, for the most part, since I saw thee, in 
a low, depressed frame of mind. Found a very pleas- 
ing packet for mi^ when I returned from Quarterly 
meeting. It contained a letter from M. and a small . 
volume of Anatomy. I was much pleased with this, 
for a few days; but not enjoying the desired peace of 
mind, have been obliged to quit it, much in the cross 
to nature. — Don't feel easy with any study, at pre- 
sent; — have laid aside Drawing and reading of lEs- 
tory, and mope about in the morning, as one half de- 
prived of his senses; but I endeavour to be resigned, 
not doubting but my good is graciously designed in 
these restrictions. 

In looking over the lives and actions of our cotem- 
poraries, how few come under our observation, whose 
conduct appears sufficiently influenced by a truly 
Christian spirit Religion, in the present day, seems to 
me, even among its professed votaries, too much to 
consist in speculation. Many who frequent our re- 
ligious assemblies, remain, as it were, in ^^ outward 
court; and these, apparently content with their si- 
tuation, are always inanimate in their exertions to 
experience a growth in religion, and are what may be 
properly termed the lukewarm. If our eyes are 
opened to see that the cause of Truth fean never be 
forwarded, nor our salvation effected, while we re- 
main in this spot, we need not wonder, that our way 
is more strait than many others; nor, if our conduct 
is n6t in all things consistent, ought we to marvel, 
that our minds are called off from every study or pur- 
suit, which might have a tendency to divert us from 
an invariable attention to the << O'M thing needful ^' 
25* V J. H. 
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7b the same, 

. Dear Brothe^^ 

Though time admits writiDg but little^ am 
willing to do it, in hopes that littb may afibrd tkee 
some amusement and satisfaction. Can sympathise 
with thee under discouragements, having been a fel- 
low-sufferer therein, these several weeks. My n^nd 
has been as a sandy wilderness, -dry and unfruitful; 
' but this is a state through which every true Christian 
must pass. It' is, by the children of God, who have 
gone before in the arduous path, described in a varie- 
ty of very expressive allegories, all signifyiag, that 
it is through suffering we must be perfected?— asj, un- 
dergoing a thorough cleansing, as vfiihfuU&r^s soap, 
— as, passing through a refiner's furnace; and as 
walking through the valley of the shadow of death, 
where the voice of the turtle, or of rejoicing is not 
heard. 

From narrowly examining toy awn heart, I find it 
exceedingly depraved, apd its afieotions too much set 
upon grovellingt animal pursuits. The seed of life 
•therein is very small, and may be very justly com- 
pared to a stalk of corn growing among clods and 
stones, which almost smother it, and greatly retard 
its growth. These obstructions, we have no means 
of removing ourselves^ but must patiently endure the 
refining operation of our All-wise Father, who, in 
his own time will^ if we passively suhnut to him, 
break down and remove them, and make our barrea 
wilderness as a fruitful garden. While we continue 
to love the Lord, and^ wait iipon him with anx- 
ious desires, which he alone haith begotten in us, to be 
clothed u^on with hi» pur^ spirit and pawery I feel^ 
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even in the depth of weakness and poverty) the most 
unAaken afsurance^ that be will never forget nor 
forsake us. << Hius^ saith the Lord that created thee^ 
O Jacob; and He that formed thee, Israel, fear not; 
for I have redeenied thee, I iiave called thee by thy 
name; thou art mine. When thou passest through 
the waters, I will be with thee; and through the ri- 
v«H^,the)rdiall not overflow thee; when thou walk- 
est through the fire, thou shalt not be burned, neither 
shall the flame kindle upon thee. For I am the Lord , 
thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour.^^ 

J. H. 

J^hmorandumSf Narratives^ Soliloquies, and Re" 
flections. 

4Mf7M?.8/A, 1789.— Unwell the fore part of this day. 
Spent in comfortable regularity. 'My gratitude to 
kind Providence revived on the sight of a poor ob- 
ject, unctdtivated in body and mind. 

9 thy llth* — Mind low and pretty regular. 

\2th^ — Greatly exercised at meeting, under a dark^ 
dull spirit A renewal of strength graciously extend- 
ed, towards the close. 

13M, 14M. — Mind low and dejected. Believe my- 
self under an humbling dispensation, and have felt 
desirous to be resigned. 

ISthj 18M. — ^Low in health, and mind dejH^essed; 
in which have laboured for patience and resignation. 

19/^_An exercising time at meeting, in which 
was, nevertheless, favoured to feel the extending^ 
of Divine love. Health but low this afternoon. 

20/A.— Health improved through divine £iTOwr. 
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Have endeaTonred to presenre a steady, thankful 
firame of mind.*-A poor Fouith day meeting, 

23d. — My school being vacant on account of the 
measles; visited my friends and relations in Phila- 
delphia, and some other places, to good satisfaction. 

27th. — ^A few small, but precious intimations of Di* 
vine reg^d, for which have been thankful, as also for 
a renewal of health. 

Passed through a village, and saw several poor, des* 
titute objects, — my fellow-creatures! 

Soliloquy. — Learn from hence, my soul, " How 
mudi thou owest unto thy Lord.'^ — ^Maiiy valuable 
privileges thou enjoyest, which they want; but these 
thou canst not claim by merit, and therefore they 
must be attributed to the mercies of Gk>d. May he 
comfort them in their neglected, indigent state; and 
for his many favours to thee, fill thy heart with gra- 
titude and love! 

29/A.— A painful, drowsy time at Fourth day meet- 
ing. I endeavoured to wait in patience, and have 
peace. 

5th nio. 1st, 2rf.— Mentally poor, but have wished 
to be preserved in watchfulness* 

Sd. — ^A laborious time at meeting; yet favoured 
to see, that bearing afflictions, and the various sorrows 
of human life, with patience and resignation, will be 
accounted unto us for righteousness. 

4th. — Health but low. — ^Mind rather morose. 

5/A.— At Monthly meeting, a time of renewal of 
strength and encouragement; for which my heart has 
been thankful. 
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6M.-^Lord> remember me for good, and enable me 
to do thy will. 

9th. — ^Not 00 guarded in all respects as should have 
been* 

10/A. — At meeting, mind roving and unsettled, — 
Tempted,— overcome. — Reason to fear j n(iy freedom ' 
from error has been owing to a want of temptation. 

11M.^-Mind low, and as under a cloud. — ^Too light 
at times in conversation. A painful Fourth day 
, meeting. 

r My soul! thou art as one benighted and alone.— • 
, Lord, enable me to bear thy chastisements with pa- 
I tience, and to see wherefore thy rod is stretched forth. 

14/A.— Conduct and conversation, in some instan- 
I ces, too unguarded. 

V 17/A. — A wrestling drowsy meeting, yet favoured 
-with a. sense of Divine love. 

Walked in the fields towards evening;— mind anx- 
ious and oppressed, under difierent prospects. — Crav- 
ed Divine assistance, and ability to be resigned to 
^ whatever may be required of me. — Nature strong, 
and struggling for dominion. 

21«/.-^A drowsy painful Fourth day meeting, yet 
encouraged under the ministry of John Simpson. 

Narrative. 

1th mo. I5th. — Having occupied the school at 
Wrightstown, under various discouragements, for two 
years past,f— I, thia spring apprehended myself clear 
of furUier service there, for the present— My health, 
through close confinement, and much exercise of 
mind, being considerably impaired, I thought it ne<- 
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cessary to reereate a few weeks, and aceorditigly rode 
about one hundred miles back, to see the country, in 
company with my brother Oliver, and |t ndgbouring 
Friend: Also took several other shorter joumies; 
and finding my health much improved, ventured to 
turn my attention once more towards a residence in 
Philadelphia; and being solicited to join in the teach- 
ing business with Joseph Inskeep, the young man 
mentioned, page 230; after weighing the subject in 
my mind as fully as I was capable, at length conclud- 
ed to go, and accordingly entered with him on the 
sixth instant. 

I board with my dearly esteemed friends. Doctor 
Moore and wife, which I regard as a great favour. 
May I be humbly thankful for divine mercies! 

1th mo. 17M.— Mentally poor, and mind too ex- 
ternal. 

18M, 19/A. — A good meeting ia the forenoon.— 
Attended the burial of S. Williams, who died of a 
short illness, being at meeting last First day. 

She was a sweet, innocent, young woman, who had 
a few words in public testimony. As she lived be- 
loved, so she died lamented by her friends and con- 
nectiona Much pertinent exhortation was given by 
William Savery, both at the grave, and in evraing 
meeting, tending to show the uncertainty of time, 
and the necessity of timely preparation for death. 

My soul, how art thou prepared? 

20M— Attended the burial of one who died sud- 
denly. Labour thou to be ready.^Dwell inward.— 
Strive to be more regular in thy conduct and eonver- 
sation. Watch and be sober. 
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2U/, 22rf.~Thou^tftil of my latter end. 

23A— A dull, heavy, week day meeting. Too ex- 
toraal and U^t ki talk. 

25th. — Low in mind, and desirous of improve- 
ment in the best things. 

26M*T-At three meetiags;>-^ times of wrestling and 
lahopr, but attended with some solid satisfaction^ Al- 
so attended a burial; the third I have been at wxthiid 
these eight days. 

From those frequent deaths, take thou warning, 
^ and strive to have thy accounts in readiness. 

27/A.— Too talkative and vain. Oh! for more so- 
lidity in converse and deportment. 

28M.— At Monthly meeting.— Sev«rd striplings, 
younger than myself, far exceed me in grace and di- 
V vine animation. 

My soul, the Lord hath often in mercy, visited 
thee, and yet thou remainest a poor unworthy crea- 
ture, hardly fit to be called the least of his servants. 
Doth not this call for thy serious attention, and 
^ deep humiliation? 

29M, 31*/.— At my father's in the country. At- 
tended the General and Youth's meetings therej— 
times of some refreshment 

StA mo. Ist.^In the country;— rather light and 
«^nal in mind, and therefore not prepared to guard 
properly against temptation. 

9M.— Returned to town. J and J , mere 

striplings, much younger than I, far exceed me in 
fervour of mind.— Remember this! 
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10M.~Poor. Remember the dippery path fhou 
treadest, and be thou watchful. 

11/A* — More circumspection and rdi^ous fervour 
wanting. 

14/A. — Mind much taken up withextemalfik Have 
discovered in myself an increasing love of company, 
and a growing dislike to the retirements of solitude, 
lliese are the infectious distempers of the times. — 
Behold the still small whisperer admonishes,— -Look 
well to thy standing. 

1 6/A.— Attended three meetings. The two former 
very heavy, the latter more lively and encouraging. 

17M.*-Mind pretty steady and recollected. 

' 18M. — Man could find but little fault with me; but 
the Lord sees not as man sees. 

Saw the neceaiity of frequently retiring alone, for 
the sake of recollection. 

19/A. — An evening of light, unguarded discourse. 

20th^ — ^Favoured at meeting with a sense of Di- 
vine love. 

2lst. — ^Too much laugh and talk in company. 

22dy 25th. — Sick of a fever. 

26th. — In company with a person who, in many 
instances, evidenced himself above the jottretm^ne^^, 
and too much a stranger to its alterations on the 
mind. Left his company distressed, under an apjo^- 
hension that I had been too light and unguarded in 
conversation. 

27/A.— Favoured this day with a more serious and 
solid frame of mind than usual. The Lord be thanked. 
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;^M.— Sensible^ at' times, of the sweet influence of 
Dfdne love, yet beKeve an increase of sobriety wslnt- 

ihg. An evening walk' with A . \ His steady 

propriety of conduct and tender frame of ihind, ex- 
hibit a conspicuous example for my imitation. 

30^A.— At !Paii4iill meeting;— a dull time. At two 
others in tov^; the latter of which, I believe was a 
season of renewed visitation to many. 

dl#^***-Jiidisposed^ — but laboured for troe patience. 

9th mo. 1st. — ^A low time, but I hope preservecf 
in patience. 

3d. — Tms world and its spirit too much engrossed 
my attention. 

6/A. — Rode to Darby meeting. Made sensible 
there of my numerous infirmities; yet feeling a de- 
gree of Divine love attend my mind, the condescen- 
sion of the gr^t Shepherd, in noticing so unworthy 
a creature, appeared to me very great 

1th. — A more ardent engagement to be found 
watchful, necessary. Loquacious. 

Lord! forgive my errors, and enable me to do thy 
wiU. 

lOM.— A l&borious week-day meeting. 

My soul, remember the; f time passes away, and is 

irrevocable; be earnest, thpieforle, to make a right im- 
provement of it, and be hiore strictly watchful over 
all thy words and actions. — A greater care herein sor- 
rowfully wanting. 

lUA.— Spiritually sensible of Divine regard and 
attention, for which I wish to retain a grateful sense. 



nth. — ^A good time at meeting. 
26 
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18/A."— Aa evening walk among tiie monuments of 
the dead, in a burying ground^ accompanied with 
many serious reflections, tending to revive in me the 
necessity of having my accounts in readiness against 
the solemn close. 

19/A. — My soul, be thou watchfid and^sober. Keep 
down in humility and self>abasement, for thou art an 
unworthy creature* 

20th, — At three meetings; the first a solemn, pre- 
cious season; in the others, have reason to lament my 
inattention and idleness of mind. 

Lord! be mindful of thy unworthy crMiurel 

22d. — A favoured meeting. Have been sensible of 
Divine goodness, and felt my mind under a solemn 
covering. Am thankful. 

23d, — A season of sweet inward peace, and an 
humble recollected frame of mind. Great gratitude 
requisite for this favour. 

29th. — Sensible that I am a poor weak creature;— 
Apt to court the vain applause and esteem of men; 
Fond of being fine, and appearing elegantly equip- 
ped ;— Ashamed of being seen in the company of per- 
sons who make a coarse, homely appearance; but 
much elated, on being noticed by those of eminence 
or wealth ! —Alas ! what a picture ! 

Soliloquy, — My soul, seriously ruminate upon this 
degeneracy of heart, thus secreUy operating in thee; 
take shame for such weakness, and earnestly labour, 
Ihrough Divine assistance, to raise thy afiections, and 
fix them upon objects more worthy a rational and im- 
mortal being. 
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loth mo. Sd. — A season of Divine favour at our 
Yearly Meeting. 

4th. — Mind dissipated amidst abundance of bu- 
siness, and too little attentive to the << one thing need- 
fuL^' 

8/A.— Favoured this evening with a sense of Di- 
vine love, in which my own unworthineas has ap- 
peared very great. Be more watchful- 

9ihj IQih. — A mortifying circumstance in receiv- 
ing a very bare recommendation, by certificate, from^ 
Wrightstown. Monthly meeting. 

1 1 /A.— At three meetings. Sensible of the powers 
of darkness secretly operating against me. Favour- 
ed with near approaches to the throne of Grace, at- 
tended with a comfortable renewal of faith in the pro- 
tecting arm of Divine Goodness. 

nth. — Time passeth away; be thou watchful, la- 
bouring to have thy lamp trimmed, and furnished 
with oil. 

18/A. — ^Indisposed. Took physic, and went not 
out 

l9tAj 20/^_Stm indisposed. Mind too little ac- 
quainted with religious retirement — ^Elxtemal, inani- 
mate. Lord, increase my religious ardour. 

Mih.^An this time of indisporition, have been led 
to tbiak seriously of my^ latter end; and been v«ry 
desiroiis, that if health riiould be again g;raciously re- 
stored, I might suffer nothing to hide from toe so 
important a consideration. 

t5th. — ^Meetings small, by reason of tb6 extrikor- 
dinary prevalence of an epidemic disease^ called the 
Influenza. In ^e evening, indiscreetly talkative. 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



304 jJLum 0AMTOif 's Diijir. 

26th. — Lord! I am poor. forg^ me not 

27/A. — ^A renewal of Divine favour, at Monthly 
meeting. I have been made to rejoice in humble 
thankfulness. 

28/A.-^Low, and steady in mind. The Lord be 
thanked fcH* his kind preservation of me. 

29th. — Favoured with an humble, thankful frame 
of mind. 

SOthf SUt — Heard of the death of two old men, 
whom I have known from my infancy, A. C. and 
B. F. Many serious reflections thereon. 

1 1^7720. 1^/. — At three favoured^ solemn meetings. 

2d. — ^At Quarterly meeting. — Have reason to fear 
the encroachment of loquacity, or a propensity to talk 
where I ought to be silent. — Soul, thou abhorrest im- 
pertinence in others j take care that thou art not guil- 
ty of it thj^self. Lord, be pleased to preserve me in 
humility. 

Sth. — Have passed this week in comfortable regu- 
larity ;-^felt my mind, at times, under a solemn co- 
vering. Lord, draw me nearer to thee, and enable me 
to live inore and more answeraMe to- thy wonderful 
kindness. ^ • • 

28th. — Much engaged in business. In many in- 

«4iance%'too much- levhyi : Favoar<Ml aOmetjwss to 

*^1r to the place of prayer, land. to oraVe ftreoj^tii to 

i^glihle my conduct agreeri>Iy to thef dicAatea of trfie 

-wlft*)itt. . .•■■_■ .«' 

that thou. Lord, mayestibe wxtix me, and enable 

.fO0 tp ^eVfi p^fljpre consistaftt with my Jud^toent, 

Kii4.tbo plaini^sif ofmj dres^j (bat ao t^i^jtestinioay 
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4M mo. ddL llM^^Mzre pumeA <lmiQ|^ a low 
^trqpped senen^— Shown fbeUii^y my anworthmeM^ 
Mill iiisuffcieDey to do any goody ov make tho least 
^eligioin advancement without diTilie aasiatanee* 

Sb/ifojtfy,— :Soul, how long will it be, ere thou 
learn wisdom. Since thou first enteredst into the 
Holy Mastoids service, he hath often seen meet to 
withdraw his light and presence, and leave thee for a 
season to labour, as it were, alone and benighted.— 
Here, sensible of thy own weakness, it is necessary 
thou shouldst strive earnestly to keep upon thy watch, 
voting patiendy for the Master's return; but instead 
of this, Ihou hast been inclined to slumber, and the 
enemy hath stolen in, and much damaged thy vine- 
yard. How often hath this been the case, and yet, like 
a slothful and perverse servant, thou wilt not be wise. 
Now, when the Master is pleased to return, and seeth 
thy desolation, how wilt thou appear before him? 

Ah, worthless me! had not his kindness, his for- 
bearance and love been exceedingly great, thou, long 
since, wouldst have been cast from his presence, and 
had thy portion among the miserable wretches who 
^walk in darkness. 

Oh! meditate deeply hereon, and receive instruc- 
tion. 

Alas! for this chaffy disposition, this spirit of lo- 
qitteity, how muditoo pre<kmiinant!— Soul! arise, 
for thy day is spending, aad &y work &t behind. 

Jl brie/ account qf David Hamion, ^on qf John 
Hamttmj deceased. 
Davkl Hamton was thriving in his business, and 
advtocing in religious experience, so as to promise to 
26* 
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become aoieiiilMBmber of veligiOtts aoeiety* He was 
adnnciDg towards middle age, in the gmieral enjoy* 
ment of good health, when it pleased the all-wiae 
Disposer ol erents to visit him with a severe illaeM^ 
which at length terminated his labours in this world. 
He wholly lost the use of his limbs, and was unable 
to stand, or move about, without assistance, for more 
than two years before his decease. 

During the continuance of this afflictive diqtensa* 
tion, he was preserved in .great patience and resigna- 
tion; — signifying that he was often refreshed, under 
a lively sense of Divine mercy and goodness to bis 
soul. A few days before bis death, he told his mo- 
ther, there appeared nothing in his way, and that he 
was resigned to leave the world. He departed this 
life, on the 18th of the 4th month, 1790^ in his 33d 
year. 

Although he was but little known in the worldj 
yet believing him to be a person favoured by the 
Most High, with a seat in his mansions of rest, I feel 
desirous to leave this short memorial concerning him, 
fervently wishing that, by often recollecting the vir- 
tues of my companions, who have passed out of time^ 
before me, I may be excited to more diligence in fin* 
ishing my day^s toork in due season. 

26/A. — ^A more deep inward travail of mind neces- 
sary. Engrossed too much with externals* 

%lth. — Thoughtful of my latter end, and the im- 
portance of a timely preparation for it 

At Monthly meeting; expressed a sentiment in 
much weakness and fear; had peace in so doing. 

Submitted to an appointment, for the first tim^ oa 
Truth's service. , 



d by Google 



LcMrd, thmi knowest my frailty. Oh presenre me 
in true humility, and a patient penev^rance in well- 
doing; having, in my religious movementa, no other 
view than the doing of thy will. 

29tk. — ^A season of Divine favour and enlargement 
of mind, in the way of life. Conformed, on two oc- 
caaions, to what I believed my duty; rewarded with 
peace. 

iSb/ifoywy.-— When in the cross to .nature, thou 
hast done any service for Master, remember that thou 
art, in thyself, a weak unworthy creature, and that 
all the good thou canst do, is owing to the efficacious 
operation of his holy Spirit. Oh! therefore, beware 
of that monster, spiritual pride. Be content to en- 
joy quietly, in thy owfl mind, that sweet peace which 
accompanies virtuous actions; and beware of losing 
this heaven-descended blessing, by improperly speak- 
ing to others of thy experiences and enjoyments. 

5M mo. 1st. — ^Too careless of preserving that 
watehful, recollected frame of mind, necessary for, the 
true Christian's daily experience. 

2d. — ^At three meetings; the last a hard wrestling 
time, but attended with encouragement, as it evinced 
the truth of a former experience: "They who wait 
upon the Lord, shall renew their strength." 

. 3rf, 4th. — Attended Quarterly and Youth's meet- 
ings. Felt a motion in my mind to attend the meet- 
ing held quarterly, for the Black people. Neglected 
this. Distres of mind and weakness, the consequence. 
Soul! remember thou this. 

6M, 7th. — ^A season of inward poverty. Keep 
upon thy guard. 
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8tf.--*Wheii a yomg Friaiid of note ofimd tkee^ 
Due aftemoQiiy a iioirae to ride out witbloBi* waftAoa 
aotelatecl m the oocaakm? Be rather hiMbljr ^bti^- 
ful for this kind attentioDy than yain of it 

Otik-^Iadii^esedy and deipreMed in mind. The 
afternoon meeting lemarkably dull and afflicttTe. 

la eqpapany with two old Friends, who disoooned 
together about the companions of their youth, men 
eminent for their leamingi their riches^ and the Sfien- 
did figure they made in the world. Oyer most of 
these, the curtain of death has long since been qpread* 
Their wisdom and greatness could not shield them 
from this common lot of mortals; and they are now 
in the fruition of a reward, not according to the fame 
and honour conferred by tha world, but according 
as they practiced piety and virtue. 

SoUloqujf. — Soul! thou art now in mutabilityi — 
thou art sensible that the honour that eometfa from 
man only, is but dross; and that nothing short of a 
life q>ent in the practice of pure, undefiled religion, 
will be found available in the dread closing hour. 
Now is thy time, and now only. Oh! therefore, be 
earnest, for vastly important is the consequence. 

10/A. — ^The vile part predominant. In oompany; 
thought a Friend eiiceeded in freedom, an which I 
made some pert unbecoming remarks, amounting to 
rudeness. 

^ 1 1/A. — ^A time of trial and exercise of mind. Lord, 
remember poor me ! 

12M, 15M. — ^Indolenceand mentd poverty aboond, 
Thou art very unworthy* 

16M. — ^Indisposed; yet found an engBgement to 
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walk out of town about three miles, to FaiihiU meet- 
ing. Favoured, as I sat there, under nuich bodily 
pain, with a precious illumination,Mn which was im- 
pressed on my mind, with powerful conviction, 
** That man, as a creature, is, in a religious sense, 
nothing; that the battle is not to the strong, nor the 
race to the swift; but that it is through mere mercy 
we are saved, not by works of our own, but by a to- 
tal surrender of self, and submission to the great 
Master Workman, to be formed and polished, as he 
shall think most proper.'^ 

18th. — Deeply exercised in the school. Endea- 
voured io ease my mind, by seriously addressing those 
children whose conduct was improper. Much good, 
I have no doubt, would have been the consequence, 
had the manner been as unexceptionable as the mat^ 
ter^ 

The care and government of children, is cer^nly 
an employment of serious moment to Hiose who are 
properly dipped under it Lord, I believe thou hast 
called me to dedicate my time to the service^of the 
rising youth. I dearly love tiiem. I am anxious for 
their substantial good. grant ,me m increase of 
firmness and true wisdom, that my oon^Hct before 
them may be marked with religious prppriety, and 
have a tendency to draw tibem nearer unto thee. . 

19/A.— Favoured with a calm easy min4,t after yes- 
terday's labours. Beware of losing this jweet Sjense, 
by indulging a communicative disposition, hand- 
ing that forth to others, whici thoii oii^test to 
keep for thy own use. ..." 

20ffifi^AXjAeedi^gfXi^uchioq indolent in mental 
exercise.^ Sij^ed intepijjmtely. ^ 
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«l,t/.— A sicUj season, and many removed with 
short warning. A solemn time at the burial oi a 
Friend. 

Soliloquy^ — ^Thou art now in time, passing brisk- 
ly down the stream of life, towards the ocean of eter- 
nity, into which many are entering before thee. Thou 
knowest not how soon thou may est follow; and when 
there, canst never return. Oh! therefore, ever keep 
in memory the awfulness of passing from works to 
rewards, and earnestly labour for a right disposal of 
thy precious time and talents. 

2^d. Discovered in myself, the latent shoots lof 
vanity, pride, and a ba^ respect of persons. 

As the heart of man is, by nature, very deceitful 
and wicked, and it hath pleased the great Master, 
thus to open in thee, a sight of thy imperfections; be 
thankful for the discovery, and crave his assignee 
for amendiQbent O my vile heart, when wilt thou be 
cleansed? 

2^/t. Exercised in the school; attended to what 
appealed my duty, and believe it proved a season of 
some instruction to myself, as well as those concern- 
ed with me. 

26th. A favoured time.at Monthly meeting. Felt 
a diq;>osition to be active; but keeping in the patience, 
saw the necessity of attaining k more tiiorough qua- 
lification, than I as yet have. 

26/A. Unwatchful. Too much laugh, and ua- 
sanctified discourse. Basely submitted to a tempta- 
tion. Oh! how unworthy a creature! Behold, how 
deq;>ly the root of evil remained in thcel "^When the 
#Iaster^s presence is a littia withdrawn, thou art as 
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chaff before the wind* Remember the Soliloq[uy of 
the third of Isurt month . 

27th. Fayoured with a calm steady mind. Lord, 
pardon yesterday's folly. 

2Sth. At meeting, too indolent 

29th, 30th. Rode to my father's. Many serious 
reflections on my journey alone. Too much life in 
finery. Oh! for an increase of true humility of heart. 

6th mo. 3A My companion in business, sick for 
some days past: exercised with much care and toil, 
in Uie School. Favoured with a steady patient mind, 
and enabled to perform my duty to satisfaction; for 
which am thankful. 

5th. Perplexed with much business, my compa- 
nion being still indisposed. Feel mysdf a poor, 
weak creature. Oh! for divine assistance and preser^ 
yation! 

6th. At meetings; mind in an humble, tractable 
frame. Saw my unworthiness, and besought the 
Lord to make me in his hands, as the clay of the pot- 
ter, passive, and willing to be wrought into any form 
he should see fit 

7th. Mind in a low abased frame. 

Sth. Another day is irrevocably gone. See that 
thou art careful not to spend thy time in vain. Oh! 
for more animation in the cause of religion. 

9th. Be more circumspect in thy conduct; more 
recollected, steady and sober in company. Grieved 
under a recollection of error, in these respects, to- 
day. 

lOth. A comfortable reviving time at meeting. 
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IIM. A solemn timte at a ftmenfl. 

Soliloquy. Remember that thou also art passing 
towards the dosing hour. Sore it is a solemn thing 
to die. my soul! frequently mminafte oh .the aw- 
fulness of that state of u^cboogeable pea^ pr mise- 
ry, into which thou wilt enter, on the dissolution of 
this frail body. 

Ift/A. May I be concerned to pay more attention 
to the ^^ one thing needful'^ Too laughable and un- 
guarded. 

ISth. At three meetings; the first two, dull and 
heavy; thcfliast ended with a short, pertinent decla- 
ration, tending to encourage to a patient, bumble 
waiting for the bread of life. 

• 14/A. Thoughtful and sober. 

17/A. Weak and un watchful. Tempted — sinned 
r— Bepented — Prayed. Unworthy creature! 

Alas! Lord^ what shall I say? Thou knowest me; 
thou knowest my propensity to folly. Ob! take 
not from me thy Holy Spirit; but be pleased to 
strengthen and am mate my endeavours to serve thee 
more perfectly. 

18M. A time of humility and exercise of soul. 
Beware of a light, laughable spirit 

2Qth. Mind under deep exercise, on several ac- 
counts. Delivered a sentiment at Monthly meeting, 
the priptoriety of which^ have since dqubted. 0! let 
thy present anxiety of mind make a strong impres- 
sion, and lead thee to more caution. 

26/A. Almost a blank these several days past. 
^May I never forget, that time is ever on the wing; 
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a circumstance that points out the necessity of hav- 
ing my accounts in readiness. 

21th. Attended three meetings. Thou hast en- 
tered upon thy twenty-seventh year; but, alas! little 
hast thou done in the cause of righteousness. 

28f A, 29th. Low in health, and low in mind. Have 
laboured for patience and resignation, and feel thank- 
ful, even under sufferings. 

SOM. In thy endeavours to be cheerful, guard 
against levity. 

1th mo. 2d. A low, stripped season; but hope, not 
without some religious improvement. 

4th. At evening meeting; a season of renewed vi- 
sitation, under the ministry of Peter Yarnall. 
A church visit performed to satisfaction. 

5M, 6M. Renewed occasion to lament my insta- 
bility, and to see my incapacity to act as I ought, 
without superior assistance. 

1th. Tempted to folly, and basely submitted. — 
Alas! what shall I say? Lord, I am as one whose 
strength is departed from him. Oh! undertake for 
me. 

8/A. Strengthened and encouraged at meeting. 

- 9th. In company, endeavour to be more sober and 
recollected. Strive for that happy mean, cheerJuU 
nesSf without levity. 

nth. At three meetings, great poverty experienced* 

I2th. A low season. Indulged too much in levi- 
ty. Secular afiairs occupied the place of religious 
duty. thou sluggish servant! labour for a more 
21 
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close attention to the genfle makings of the divine 
Monitor within. This, in a late instance, disregard- 
ed to thy certain loss. 

16/A- If thou wouldst have thy conduct marked 
with propriety, and wouldst reflect with satisfaction 
on the past actions of the day, guard with the strict- 
est attention, all thy words and deeds. 

18/A. A favoured meeting under the powerful min- 
istry of Peter Yarnall. The youth were closely press- 
ed to make a timely preparation for eternity, by a 
diligent improvement of their precious time and ta- 
lents. 

go/A. Art thou properly attentive to the one thing 
needful? 

22d. A very trying meeting. — ^Enjoy an humble 
thankful frame of mind this evening. 

25th. — A poor dull meeting at FairhiU; but favour- 
ed in the evening with an extraordinary season at 
Market street In weakness and fear, performed a 
visit in secret to a member of our Monthly meeting, 
I hope to his and my own advantage. 

26th. — In discourse, neither so careful of the mat- 
lev nor manner as I ought to have been. Oh! how 
weak and imprudent I am! 

27M.— A serious time at Monthly meeting; reward- 
ed with peace. 

Soliloquy, — ^Thou hast lately been called forth a 
littie into the public service of the church. — Oh! re- 
member, that thy standing is in difficult places, and 
strive to keep in true humility. . Lord preserve me! 

28M, 31*/.— A tour to Wrightstown, to the Gene- 
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ral and Youth's meeting. Much favoured under the 
living powerful ministry of Peter Yarnall. — Keep 
thou humble and low, labouring as much as possible 
to preserve an inward recollected frame of mind. 

8/A TOO. 1st. — At three meetings. Yesterday's 
cautions renewed and deeply impressed on my mind. 
Keep thou in an humble recollected frame of mind. 

2d. — At Quarterly meeting, to me a low trying 
time. 

Zd. — Attended a meeting held for the black peo- 
pie. The great universal Parent's regard appeared 
conspicuously extended to the assembly. 

4M, 14/A. — In the country among my relations. 

I5th, — Attended three meetings. Made some 
smart remarks on the imprudence of a neighbour. 
Be always charitable, and remember it is much easi« 
er to espy faults in others, than avoid them thyself. 

16/A. — Labour to preserve an humble, steady, 
centred state of mind. It hath of late conspicuously 
appeared a duty required of thee, to strive^ to maintain 
a watchful, weighty frame of spirit; that thou mayest 
be in readiness to obey at all times, the Master's com- 
mands. 

nth. — ^A church visit in conjunction with some 
other friends; — attended with some ardent labour, 
performed in weakness and fear. From after-feel- 
ings, some reason to believe it acceptable to the great 
Master of the household. 

Soliloa^. — soul, treasure up these things, and 
endeavoff to improve from them. Ever bear in 
mind, that thou art in thyself a poor unworthy crea^ 
lure, incapable, without superior assistance, of per- 
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forming acceptably the least service in the Lord's 
yineyard; — Oh! therefore, be cautious never to 
move, till his instructive voice is intelligibly heard. 

18/A. — Oh! for a more steady, watchful frame of 
mind! 

19/A. — ^An excellent week-day meeting. Several 
lively testimonies, tending to encourage the labori- 
ous to hold on their way without fainting. The Lord 
be thanked! 

20th. — Cautiously guard against levifj/ in thy con- 
duct and conversation. Labour earnestly to set thy 
children an example of daily prudence and sobriety. 

2lst. — Heard this morning of the death of C . 

/Soliloquy and Remarks. — Mayst thou, my soul, 
receive instruction from this aflecting event Deeply 
versed in human policy, this man acquired an exten- 
sive influence over people of various ranks and per- 
suasions. He was a great stickler for morality; but 
alas! this is often unaccompanied with those warm 
benevolent affections of heart, which arii^ from pcae 
innate virtue. As he was hastily advancing towards 
the summit of his wishes, flushed with health, in the 
meridian of his glory, the hand of death arrested him. 
A few days ago, he was gay and well, and now a sad 
bl||ect of commiseration, forever hid in the narrow 
enclosures of the tomb. 

Oh! what is mani and what are all the honours of 
the worid? He a shadow, and they delusi^ phan- 
toms. ^ . 

Behold here, my soul, the dark conclusion of all 
that this world can bestow. May the love of God; 
pare, undefiled religion, be invariably the object of 
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thy pursuit: for when all things else fail, and the 
world forever recedes, it shall rise into dominion, 
and bear thee to a blessed eternity! 

22d. A sweet time as 1 walked alone to Fairhill 
meeting. A precious illumination, evidencing that 
the impatience of the creature under the forming hand 
of the great Master workman, — its activity and de- 
sires to arise and enter into labour without waiting to 
be duly qualified, — have a direct tendency to mar the 
work of grace in the heart, and produce a spurious, 
untimely birth. 

We read that John the Baptist, that *< greatest of 
prophets,'^ was in the wilderness until his showing 
forth unto the people. In the wilderness, — a place 
remote, secluded from the knowledge and attention 
of mankind. The apostles also, were commanded by 
their Lord, « to tarry at Jerusalem, till they were 
endued with power from on high.'' 

May I often seriously ponder the important in- 
struction herein conveyed to the seeking soul ! 

1S4M.— At -Monthly meeting ;— business manag- 
ed to pretty good satisfaction. Soon after .coming 
out of meeting, myjlaughter was excited in an un- 
seemly manner, by a friend who represented a circum^ 
stance in a ludicrous light. Oh! for a more steady 
attention to true sobriety. 

Lord, preserve me in humility and watchfulness. 
Show me more and more clearly, the necessity of hav- 
ing all my religious movements in thy will. 

29^A,— Spent this day in retirement, and at three 
meetings. A time of some strength and encourage^ 
ment The watchword of the day is, *^ Seek more 
27* ^ 
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opportunities of coming to a state of true mental si- 
knee. 

SOth Remember the watchword of yesterday. 

31^/. Favoured with an humble, teachable frame 
of mind. 

9/A mo. 1st. Mind low, humble, and deeply exer- 
cised in the school. Oh! that I may be enabled faith- 
fully to discharge my duty herein. 

3rf. Exceeded the holy bounds of moderation in 
my conversation. 

4th. Dejected in mind, and rather peevish, so as 
to give too much way to anger, in a trying occurrence 
in school. 

5th. Comforted early this morning with a belief 
that the protecting arm of Divine Love is ever around 
his flock for good. At two meetings ; — saw the ex- 
cellency of true patience and resignation under sufier- 
ings; and hope I was enabled to make some advances 
towards this desirable situation. 

6th, 1th. Mind in a low, su£fering state. 

8/A. Experienced the propriety of this caution, 
<< Defer not till to-morrow, what thou oughtest to do 
to-day.'* 

9M. A painful, heavy meeting. Blessed with a 
comfortable degree of resignation to the allotments 
of Providence. 

11/A. When, from an apprehension of duty, thou 
feelest an inward motion to speak to others, bewars 
that thou enlarge not beyond Uie opening before thee. 
Attend carefully to the matter and manner. 
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I2th. At three low, afflictive meetings. Com- 
forted with this text, " The just shall live by faith.'' 

13M, 16M. A low, depressed season ; but fa- 
voured with some encouragement at a week-day meet* 
ing. 

I8th. Too external in mind, and too little atten- 
tive to strict propriety of conduct. 

19M. Too indolent at meetings. Weakly sunk 
under a temptation. How affectingly have I expe- 
rienced the truth of this assertion, "My righteous- 
ness is as rags." 

20ih. Wounded the feelings of a friend by an in- 
cautious contradiction. Carefully guard that little in- 
cendiary, the tongue. 

2lst. At Monthly meeting ; experienced the ne- 
cessity to be cautious, not only of speaking too much, 
but also, of not speaking enough. We may some- 
times be improperly silent. Oh! that I may increase 
in concern to attend punctually to the motion of the 
inspeaking word of life. 

24th. In some instances, too little attentive to pi^- 
serve that steady deportment, becoming my profes- 
sion. 

28th. At Yearly meeting. This morning, a tes- 
timony from Friends of Great Britain, lately receiv- 
ed, concerning Thomas Ross, was cead, to the coxt* 
fort and instruction of many present. A strong de- 
8176 hath attended, that I may be lastingly benefited 
thereby.^ 

30th. At a meeting for worship. Have been late- 
ly under deep discouragement of mind, but was this 
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morning revived and strengthened. William Saveiy 
in a shorty powerful testimony, addressed to the 
youth, used the following ez]X«s8ions widi peculiar 
energy; " The Lord hath ne^ of you,*' 

10/A mo. 6th. Have, latterly, under great po- 
verty and abasement of mind, been faivoured with 
some precious seasons, in which have experienced a 
comfortable degree of resignation to the Master's will 
concerning me. 

EULOGIUM 

On a very amiable Pupil, •dnne Jlnderson, daugh- 
ter of Willia^n Anderson, of Philadelphia. — 
Written chiefly to benefit her surviving compa- 
nions. 

^^ Escap'd from life, and all its train of ills. 
Which, ah! too sure the hoary pilgrim feels; 
To shorter trial doomed, and lighter toil. 
Ere sin could tempt her, or the world defile, 
She, favoured innocent, retires to rest, 
Tastes but the cup of sorrow, and is blest.'' 

As the righteous are pron6unced ^^ blessed," even 
in death; so a tribute of commemoration appears due 
to the memory of those little ones, whose prudence 
and virtue raised thSm to eminent stations among 
their companions. Dear, much loved Amanda, whose 
cold remains have just been solemnly committed to 
the dust, holds her rank among the foremost of this 
distinguished class. 

Amanda's temper was naturally cheerful, but ge- 
nerally preserved from any tincture of improper le- 
vity. Blessed with great sensibility of heart, and an 
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unusual degree of good nature, her actions were fine* 
ly blended with an air of sweetness and ease. These 
amiable qualities, together with modesty and humili- 
ty, a kind disposition to oblige, and a prudence and 
native dignity of manners, rarely found in those of 
her age, united to render the dear girl conspicuously 
amialile. 

Patient of controul, unwearied in application, she 
advanced with rapidity in the paths of science, pro- 
per for her to tread. Although early raised from the 
lowest to the highest station-^among her fellow stu- 
dents, her hamility and sweetness of temper were 
such, that envy, finding nothing for malevolence to 
work upon, turned away, and was silent before her. 

When contemplating the loss of so much worth, 
how can we but exclaim: — Oh! inexorable Death! 
why should this tender, this promising plant, fall be- 
neath thy unrelenting hand? Why didst thou not ra- 
ther arrest some stupid, some worthless mortal, who 
lives but to burthen creation? Why not rather some 
slave of dissipation, who bows at the shrine of in- 
temperance and folly; and whose contagious exam- 
ple spreads extensive ruin? 

Dear, lovely maiden ! how can we but lament the 
loss of thee!— ^So some fair flowret of the vale, scarce 
beginning to unfold its fragrant foliage on the mild 
bosom of spring, torn from its native stalk, is cast forth 
to rise no more. But restrain your tears, ye sor- 
rowing relatives. Amanda fs happy. Pleasing thought. 
Even now, perhaps, numbered among the beatified 
spirits, a smiling seraph, she exults in glory, forever 
separated from the temptations, the sorrows aad vi- 
cissitudes of human life. ' 

Ye dear and tender companions *of Amanda, who 
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loved her when livingy and at her death,_ dropped 
over her the tear of commiseration, remember her, 
and be instructed. From her early departure out of 
time, learn the sad reality of what hath often been 
told you; — ^that Death awaits every period of human 
life; and with a hasty summons taketh from the world 
the youth as well as the aged. — And let a recollection 
of Amanda's affability and patience, her readiness to 
oblige, and all her nameless virtues, animate your ex- 
ertions to tread her path. 

REFLECTIONS 

Occasioned by an extra,ordinary exhibition of pa- 
rade j at a wedding among Friends, 

Why should the glare of human grandeur, so much 
attract our attention? Why should we be dazzled with 
a pompous display of that which is unsubstantial, and 
confers no real worth? Those who now exhibit such 
conspicuous examples of terrestrial greatness — ^where 
are their fathers? Could their riches exempt them from 
the stroke of death? No: covered with dust, and food 
for worms, they are now no way superior to their 
meanest cotemporary. As they are, so shall these, 
their descendants be, who, now clothed in grandeur, 
80 much excite the admiration of superficial observers. 

How vain is human glory! and how unsubstantial 
that happiness which is founded thereon! Weak is 
the basis, and tottering the superstructure. A few 
years shall take from us the power of possession. — 
Sickness, and a train of destructive incidents, await 
every period of human life, and render extremely 
uncertain, the tenure of all its enjoyments. And 
were it possible 'for U3 to pass through the different 
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Stages of our existence here, unmolested with these 
sorrows, and in the uninterrupted enjoyment of all 
that this world can afford; yet We are sure that a few 
revolving suns must measure out the round of our 
pleasures, and the solemn shades of death forever se- 
parate us from the delusive phantoms of human glory. 
Hence, the truly wise in all ages, strongly impress- 
ed with a sense of the real emptiness of present en- 
joyments, have had their affections raised from these 
grovelling pursuits, and fixed upon what is infinitely 
more substantial. They have been animated in their 
endeavours to gain admittance into the mansions of 
future felicity, prepared for the righteous, into which 
nothing impure can ever enter; and from whence, by 
an immutable decree of the Most High, all sorrow, 
sickness and death are eternally precluded. 

It is our practice in school, when the business is 
gone through, to cause the children frequently to sit 
awhile in silence, before they are dismissed. The fol- 
lowing lines are an attempt to explain to them the 
reason of the practice. 

Dear Girls, 

During the seasons of our sitting in silence, I 
have frequently been sorry on observing in many of 
you, not only a bodily restlessness, but an unsettled 
state of mind; regretting, perhaps, that your time is 
thus spent in a manner, which to you may appear un- 
profitable. 

Very important is it to be properly acquainted with 
true silence of mind; and that children should early 
be instructed in it, is agreeable to true wisdom, and 
perfectly consonant with the judgment of many per- 
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sons eminent for piety and virtue. Of this number 
was the late justly celebrated Dr. Fothergill, who 
ranks it among the essentials in the education of youth. 

As many of you, dear girls, appeiu: not to know 
what is meant by this state of silence^ which has so 
frequently been mentioned to you, and the knowledge 
of which is so essential to us all, I have been induced 
to attempt an explanation of it, in order thereby to 
render this important duty more intelligible to your 
understandings. . 

Having taken your seats, endeavour to become still 
and quiet, carefully avoiding conversation, and what- 
ever else may have a tendency to divert the mind. 

Collect all your attention, and seriously ruminate 
on the actions in which you have taken a part since 
you rose in the morning. If you have done any evil, 
naughty action, which you know to be wrong, the re- 
membrance will give you pain: — you will experience 
a secret uneasiness of mind, which is inseparably 
connected with bad actions. If you have been good, 
obedient children, and behaved well; at the recollec- 
tion thereof you will feel a secret joy, a pleasing se- 
renity of mind,— ever the happy attendants of con- 
scious virtue. 

Now this inwardly collected situation, in which we 
endeavour to call offouF attention from all the objects 
about us, and settle down into quietude both of body 
and mind, is what is meant by that staie of mental 
silence^ I am wishing to explain and recommend. 

This pain or joyy felt in the secret of the mind, 
on the recollection of our good or evil actions, is what 
the Society of Friends style the strivings of the 
Spirit of Truth; and people of other religiood de- 
nominations, — the convictions qf Conscience. 
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However strange it may appear to some, it has been 
Die indubitable experience of tiiousands, that as this 
secret sense is frequently and seriously attended to, 
it will gradually enlarge, and become more evident to 
the mind; not only reproving for evil when commit- 
ted, but discovering to us things in their nature or 
tendency wicked, and through Divine assistance giv- 
ing strength to avoid them. 

As this most excellent principle thus influences the 
mind, it discovers to us our weakness and imperfec- 
tion, and leads to an acquaintance with infinite Good- 
ness. As we are hereby made ^ttisible of our errors 
and wants, and of his inimitable perfections, — ^his be- 
nevolence and mercy; we are at time's favoured with 
a qualification to entreat him, in a proper manner, for 
his forgiveness, and continued protection. * 
- Hence we see, this silent waitingy whea properly . 
practised, is productive of the most important instruc- 
tion: it makes us acquainted with ourselves, and di- 
rects with certainty to the true source of all real and 
acceptable devotion. 

10/A mo. 20thy 1790. Anumber of Southern Indians, 
with their Chieftain, who is a man of much note 
among them, spent several days during the <;ourse of 
last summes, in this city. They were.on their way to 
Congress, then sitting in New York, and sent to es- 
tablish a peace between us and their nations. At the 
request of the President of the United States, great 
attcfntion and respect were shown them by the citi- 
zens, while among us. 

As they came from a country far south, and were 
thought to be much unacquainted with the principles 
of our religious society. Friends were desurous of bav- 
2S 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



flf6 JAMES HAMTOM's EBSAtB, &C. 

ing a conference with them, in order to lay before 
them the peaceable tenets of our profession: accord- 
ingly, a considerable number met^ and appointed sev- 
eral judicious Friends present, to wait upon them for 
that purpose. As we were waiting in silence, before 
this appointment took place, our ancient friend, Isaac 
Zane delivered in a lively, weighty manner, the fol- 
lowing instructive narrative, respecting some Indians 
at a former treaty held with them at Lancaster. 

" Among the Indians who resorted to the Treaty, 
were three, who came from a far country, and who 
knew so little of the Europeans, as to be unacquaint- 
ed with the use of fire-arms. These kept much by 
themselves, spoke but little, and appeared very shy 
of the white people. One who, with many other 
friends, was present at the treaty, felt an engagement 
of mind to have a religious conference with these 
strangers. He spoke to them under a solemn, weighty 
frame of mind. The power attending his language 
penetrated their hearts, and tears trickled down their 
cheeks. They were greatly affected; and stretching 
forth their arms, and closing their hands, said in their 
figurative manner: ^^We will take it in our hands. 
We tuill hold it fast : — tve unll lose none qf it : — 
we will carefully hear it to our brethren^ and there 
jopen wide our/iands, and spread it joyfully among 
them.'' 

To the humane, to the philanthropic Christian, a 
pleasing evidence this, of the universality of the 
grace of God; and a cogent argument against those 
narrow systems, which would confine this most pre- 
cious gift, to particular sects or communities of men. 

Ist mo. 16th, 1791. It has been a time of deep po- 
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verly of mind to me for some time past My way, both 
inwardly and outwardly has been blocked up. I have 
felt myself as a forlorn stranger in the world, and as 
the most unworthy of my species. Was yesterday, 
through the ministry of Rebecca Ridgway, favoured 
with a reviving visitation of love from the* great Dis- 
penser of all our blessings. My soul has been humbly 
thankful for this renewed attention; and my fervent 
desires are, that I may strive daily, to live answerably 
to his great and unmerited love; that I may make a 
more perfect surrender of all mj desires and affections 
to his will, and more and more devote my time and 
talents to his service. 

20th. — A favoured time at week-day meeting. 
Resignation to Divine appointment prevalent. Sealed 
upon my understanding, that if for Christ's sake I be- 
come a man of no repute in the world, and suffer re- 
proach and neglect, a reward of peace shall be laid 
up for me against the solemn day of decision. 

A BIRTH-DAY REFLECTION. 

Come, my soul, Vetired from the world, and all its 
commotions and delusive pleasures, dedicate in silence 
this evening to instructive meditation. 

How solemn is it, seriously to reflect on the silent 
lapse of time ! Seven and twenty siins have run their 
annual course, since thou wast called into being. 
Thus, already has passed more than an equal share of 
a longer life^ than thou hast reason to expect; and what 
hast thou done? Important is the consideration! 

A few years back, thou wast but an infant, envel- 
oped in all the shades of ignorance; now arrived to 
the state of manhood, thou art busied in the various 
sceaes of life; — and many years cannot elapse, ere 
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this frail bodj must return to native dust, and the im- 
mortal spirit ascend before the awful Judge, to receive 
a retribution according to the actions, in which thou 
art now daily engrossed. Oh ! then, cast around thee 
an eye of solicitude^ and see what thou art doing; — 
how thy accounts stand! 

The Lord's providence hath been stretched over 
thee: he hath favoured thee with many blessings: — 
art thou living answerably to his benevolent regard ? 
Tear after year, fraught with renewed mercies, hath 
passed over thy head. Let therefore no murmur ever 
enter thy heart; but, sensible of much weakness, 
let deep humility and gratitude influence every 
thought and action. 

A large portion of thy life has passed^ and oh ! how 
little hast thou done in the Master's vineyard. Many 
of thy former companions and near connexions, since 
thou attainedst the years of understanding, have been 
removed from works to rewards. Thou art still con- 
tinued in probation. That thy time is thus extend- 
ed, — that thou art favoured with an opportunity of* 
preparing for the solemn change, — esteem thou as an 
unspeakable mercy. 

remember with shame, thy former inactivity and 
unwatchfulness; — thy former self-willedness and dis- 
obedience; and anxiously strive to double thy dili- 
gence, that no future day or hour may pass unimpro- 
ved. 

Lord! guard my life. animate me to run the 
race thou hast set before me! Create in me a clean 
heart, and renew within me a right spirit. Teach me 
to number my days, that I may see how frail I am. 
Finally, be pleased, through all the perils of itiy 
journey here, to preserve me so chaste and uptight. 
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80 obedient in all things to thy holy will, that I may 
be strengthened to stand before thee undismayed, in 
thy great and terrible day of judgment. 



lOth mo. Isiy 1791, 
This morning closed the sittings of the Yearly 
Meeting, held in this city for Pennsylvania, &c. It 
has been attended by a very large collection of 
Friends, and evidently favoured with our great Mas- 
ter's attention. 

The members present were, by a number of con- 
cerned brethren, pressed with much animation, to 
come up with increasing diligence in the discharge 
of the various branches of our Christian profession. 

Friends were earnestly excited to guard against a 
drowsy spirit in our religious meetings; — to keep as 
much as possible out of the spirit and maxims 
of the world; avoiding to meddle with state affairs, 
seeing they too often are conducted in an ambition 
and craft, opposite to the doctrine delivered by oor 
holy, self-denying Leader, who declared, " My king- 
dom is not of this world." 

Parents and heads of families were admonished of 
the urgent necessity of maintaining such a pious cir- 
cumspection in all their movements, as that their 
conduct and conversation might powerfully speak 
forth to those under their care, this instructive lan- 
guage: "Follow us, as you see us follow Christ'* 
Oh! that I may long retain the impressions made du- 
ring these solemn seasons! 

At this Yearly Meeting Isaac Coates became con- 
spicuous among his brethren. He is a middle-aged 
man, and has never as yet appeared in the ministerial 
28* 
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line; but spoke several tunes to budness ia Mfth a 
pertinent and weighty manner, as to impress the 
minds of many Friends with a plemng hope, that be 
is a vessel chosen by the Master, and designed for 
extennTe services in bis family. 

We had also at this meeting the acceptAie company 
of Robert Nesbitt from the Eastern States. 

He came from England to America, and landed at 
Boston about the year 1765. Being possessed of but 
little property, he wrought as a common labourer, at 
such business as he could procure and was qualified 
for. Some time after his arrival in America, he be- 
came convinced of^he principles of Truth as professed 
by our religious society; and giving diligent attention 
to the gradual discoveries ef grace and truth in the 
heart, he in a few years, proved as a burning and 
shining light 

He is a person of great temperance and sel^denial. 
His dress and appearance are remarkably plain and 
simple; his clothing throughout being of the natural 
colour, and void of all superfluous appendages. 

He uses no sugar, coffee nor tea; nor any of those 
delicacies of life, which, when strictly traced, are 
found to flow to us through impure channels. His 
testimony is against the use of silver in vessels and 
articles of household furniture; nay, so remarkably 
intent is he in the performance of what he believes re- 
qufred of him, in order to preserve an undefiled heart, 
as to decline as much as possible all use of money. 

Thus, this virtuous man, disentangled from those 
trammels, that are as the main cords, which tie down 
to the world, the hearts and aflTections of mankind in 
general,-^is at liberty to perform with alacrity alHiis 
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Master's commands. Being elevated above the sor- 
did views of earthy and slavish fear of man, he, with 
undaunted boldness, lays the axe to the root of the 
corrupt tree, unmindful of the smiles or frowns of 
the self-righteous professor, who loves to hear only 
smooth things. 

As a polished shaft, shot from Ae bow of tfie Mas- 
ter Archer, his labours among us were peculiarly 
searching, tending to penetrate the false rests ; to 
pierce and alarm the lukewarm and hypocritical: but 
to proper objects^ he was as a vernal shower, replen- 
ished by the supreme Husbandman, and directed to 
diffuse its waters over his parched vineyard, to the 
revival of the drooping plants. 

When I see him rise, through the powerful influ- 
ence of Divine grace, superior to all opposition, and 
nobly tread under foot, the petty dignities and dis- 
tinctions which prevail among men, — I behold pic- 
tured befor%the view of my mind, one of those mem- 
orable worthies of old, <* of whom the world was ttot 
worthy. '^ 

These remarks are not penned, with a view to ex- 
alt the creature; we are all, when left to ourselves, 
poor, weak, and fallible; but they are intended to il- 
lustrate the surprising efficacy of the holy principle of 
Truth, when duly attended to, & nurtured in the heart 
Reflections. 

My soul, let the example of this worthy man teach 
thee to put a just estimate on the good things of this 
life. Neither receive them unthankfully, nor suffer 
thyself to be loo much engrossed in them; use them 
as servants; but let them by no means have the as- 
cend«icy over thee. * 
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Remember that all the trae followers of Jesus 
Christy having his holy example in view, and their 
affections centered in his kingdom of immutable qui-, 
etude and happiness^ pass through time as sojourners^ 
regarding all that this world affords, only as it may 
forward their journey to that blessed state of peace 
and ioye. 



2d month 28th, 1792. 

A Friend, at one of our late meetings for worship, 
delivered a short, pertinent discourse, setting forth 
the excellency of humility and resignation. He re- 
commended ^to us, to endeavour always to live in such 
a temper of mind, as in sincerity to adopt the follow- 
ing sentiments, with which he concluded: — " Oh 
Lord! I am the clay, and thou the potter. Forsake 
not the workmanship of thy hands/' 

How great, and how necessary a work is it, my 
soul, to become as the passive clay! May thy un- 
wearied exertions be to attain this desirable end. 



•tf s/iort account of the death of my sister j Sarah 
Hamton, who deceased the 1 5th of the Zd month, 
1792. 

It pleased the all-wise Disposer of events, to re- 
move her from us in the prime of life, having only 
attained the 2^ year of her age: — and being com- 
forted under a happy assurance, that, taken *' from 
the evil to come," she qow rests in peace with God, a 
brother, for his own future satisfaction and instruc- 
tion, is induced to preserve the follo^ng brief me- 
morial concerning her. 
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She bore her last Ulnois with fortitade, being sel- 
dom heard to utter a complaint, or an impatient ex- 
pression: although it was evident to those about her, 
that she underwent great conflicts of mind, she en- 
dured them in meekness and silence, having freedom 
to communicate but little of her sensations to any one* 
Some Imef remarks, which ake dropped near the 
close of her time, evidenced a mind happily acquaint- 
ed with the Divine life, and, in measure, prepared to 
meet the solemn change. An aunt, whom she much 
loved, having one day watched with her a considera- 
ble time, witiiout conversation or noise, she took by 
the hand, and drawing her towards her, said, "Oh! 
how pleasing is silence and quietude !'' with more 
words expressive of the strength and consolation with 
which she was favoured, during such seasons. 

The day before her decease, having sat for near an 
hour, still and silent, reclining her head on her aunt's 
bosom, she at length said: "I believe I must leave 
this worlds don't thee think soy aont?'* Her aunt re- 
plied, she thought it looked likely. After pausing 
some time, Ae calnily said; << I have had many pf*e^ 
cioiui and heavenly seasons; in which it has been the 
fervent desire of my spirit, that I might never do 
aaiy thing which would bring a dishonour upon the 
Truth, or my parents; and if I go now, I have a hope 
it will be well with me." 

Shortly after this, she proceeded in much quietude 
and recollection, to give sooae directions concerning 
her burial, and the manner in which she wished her 
clothes, and some other little matters, might be dis- 
tributed among her eoonexions and friends; and con- 
cluded in an affecting manner, by requesting her aunt 
not to divulge these matters, till she was laid in the 
ground, and all was done. Jt Ht 
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NoT«. Jt»«f Hamtoii departoi tWt Kf« a few moiithi after 
the dtceaM of bk abter Sarah. 1%» following intereaUng Memori- 
al coAceming him Was written by his sister Elizabeth Hamton. 

Ji Testimony concerning James Hamton, deceased. 

My dear Brother James being often fresh in my 
mind, I think there is something from me due to his 
memory. Whon hp was but young, it was his prac- 
tice to write down passages of Scripture, and of other 
good books, that most touched his mind, and in read- 
ing tfcem over he was often tendered, and secret de* 
mres were raised in his mind, that as he grew in years 
he might grow in grace. And he who hath pr^miiaed 
never to forsake those that seek him, was pleased to 
be with, and preserve him in a good measure out of 
the vanities and vain pastimes that poor, unsteady 
youth are too often prone to. 

About the 20th year ofliis age, having sufficient 
learning, he undertook school keeping, which proved 
' a vwy arduous employment, he being anxious to do 
his duty by those under his care; and even when re- 
proving them for their faults it was with such love 
and tenderness that they generally loved and esteem- 
ed him. The sufferings of his mind arising from the 
nature of the business, reduced him to a more humble, 
teachable situation than he had before experienced. 
Feeling also his many imperfections and wants, he 
was led into solitude and retirement, and in time, as 
he says, became in a measure acquainted with the na- 
ture of silent, spiritual pirayer. 

In the year 1786, the school at his native place 
growing small, he removed to the free school in 
Montgomery. Here he was favoured to reside in the 
family of Doctor Charles Moore and Milcah Martha, 
his wife, valuable Friends, who treated him with 
kindness, aad whose paternal regard he has often 
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mentioned with gratitudf. The latter part of the 
summer, 1786, his worthy friend Doctor Moore and 
wife concluded to remove to town. And as Jbe knew 
not how to part with them, and finding the school at 
Montgomery attended with much labour and trouble, 
they invited him to remove with them, and very- 
kindly interested themselves on hi» behalfc After 
many serious considerations on the matter, and ear- 
nest petitions to the great Parent of all good, that he 
would be pleased to direct his goings; he agra^d to 
accompany them. They introduced him to the notice 
of several valuable friends in the city, who furnished 
him with a number of little girls upon whom he wait- 
ed as an insti'uctor in several useful branches of learn- 
ing. 

After passing several months in Philadelphia under 
various trial § and discouragements, his prospects as to 
this world, began in the spring of 1787, to assume a 
more pleasing appearance, but paying a visit to his re- 
Iftlions in Bucks county, on considering attentively 
the forlorn situation of schools among them, he was 
unexpectedly and strongly impressed with a sense of 
duty to serve them once more. This being much 
against his natural inclination and interest as a man, 
proved a very severe trial, but through divine assist- 
ance he was enabled to submit to it, and resign all 
in hopes of gaining that peace which the world and 
all its riches cannot bestow. 

Having occupied the schcAl at Wrightstown, 4br 
about two years, and finding his mind comfortaMy 
released therefrom, he turned his attention once more 
towards a residence in Philadelphia, and feeling a 
freedom in his mind, he joined with Joseph Inskeep, 
in the school-aching business; which he continued 
from a sense of duty, believing his gireat Master b«d 
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called him to dedicate bis 4iiM to the service of the 
rising youth. 

Being of a tender constitution, his health, throng 
close confinement and much exercise of mind, became 
considerably impaired, and he thou^ it necessary to 
quit his business for a season; during which he con- 
cluded to take a jouniey as far as Red Stone, in com- 
pany with his dear friend, Alexander Wilson, m k 
means ttf improving his health. But Divine Frovi- 
denoe thought fit to order it otherwise, and to cut 
Aort his W6rk in righteousness. 

' Paying a visit to his Parents and relations in BackB 
csunty, in order to take his leave of tiiem, and pte^ 
pare for his intended journey; on the morning of tbib 
day of his decease, he visited a relative in the nei^- 
Wurhood, and had thoughts of going farther, but not 
feeling easy in his mind, returned home ; after which 
in tenversation with his mother, he expressed a belief 
that his time would not be long in this wotM. About 
two o'clock in Die afternoon, he was taken with a 
discharge of blood, supposed to arise from a blood ves- 
sel bredung in his lungs. He expressed no fear or 
anxiety on the occasion, nor manifested any alarm on 
sso sudden an approach of death; but his mind a|qiear- 
ed calm and composed as a morning without douds, 
and bis soul centered in divine love, evincing that 
he had made timely preparation for the solemn close. 
He quieUy departed this life about five o'clock in the 
efiwaing, on the 7th af 8th mo. 179«, in the 29th 
year of his age, and on the 9th was Interred in 
Friends' burying ground, at Wrightstewn, after 
which a solemn meeting was held. 

ELIZABETH HAMTON. 



WILLIAM SHARPLESS, Printer, 
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the mtmorj of the just is bletsed. — Prw, z. 7. 
Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost. 

John, \U 12. 

No. 8. ELEVENTH MONTH, 1«S1. Voi. L 
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JOHN WOOLMAN'S CONVERSATIONS, 

On the true harmony of mankind^ and how it may 
be promoted, — Copied ffom his manuscript Jourr 
nal. 

INTRODUCTION. 

I have, at sundry times, felt my mind opened, in 
true brotherly love, to converse freely and largely 
with some, who were entrusted with plentiful estates, 
in regard to an application of the pr<At0 of them, eeo- 
slstent with pure wisdom. And of late, it hath often' 
revived on my mind, as a duty, to write the substance 
of what then passed: and as I have attended to this 
concern,. I have felt my mind opened to enlarge on 
some points then spoken to. 

John WqohUiiff. 

3d month, 1772. 

7%e stUfHance qf some cortversation between a Im^ 

bouring man, and a man rich in money. ' 

Labourer speaks thus^-^l observe thou livest easy, 

as to bodily labour, and perceive thou takest interest 

at ieven per cent. I find occasion, among us labour* 

iof men, in supporting our families^ to work J^ft/im' 

29 
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at times^ than is agreeable to us. I am now thinking 
of that Christian exhortation, << Love as brethren^'* 
and propose to thee, my neighbour, whether a way 
may not be opened, for thee and thy fiaimily, to live 
eomfortably on a lower interest; which, if once right- 
ly attained, would, I believe, work in favour of us 
labouring people. 

Bich man. — ^If thou payest no interest, where- 
IB doth seven per cent afiect thee? 

Lmb. — I was at work for a husbandman who had 
^ogh^a plantation, and paid interest for a great part 
of the purchase money. As this neighbour and I 
were talking of the quantity of grain, equitable pay 
for a dny's work, he told me that so much of the pro- 
duce of his ground went yearly to pay the interest of 
the remaining purchase money, that he thought he 
eouM not afford so much rye for a day's work, now, 
as was considered pay for a day's work twenty years 
ago. 

JRieA. — ^Twenty years ago, interest was as high as 
it is now; and grain, flesh, butter, and cheese, were 
then cheaper. 

Lab. — Seven per cent is higher than interest is in 
England, and than it is in lAost of the neighbouring 
provinces. This is known to many who pay interest, 
who look at wealthy interest-receivers, as men hav- 
ing got an advantage of their brethren; and as.provi- 
siona are more and more^in demand, partly by an en- 
largement of towns and villages, and partly by a sea- 
trade, some take hold of opportunities to raise the 
price of grain, flesh, butter, and the like; and appre- 
hend that herein they are only labouring to bring the 
price of their produce, toward a balance with seven: 
pwcent 
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On a rise of grftin, of flesh, and the like, I have 
known tradesmen meet, and raise the price of their 
woric Thus, a poor labouring man who works by 
the day, for the necessaries of life, must not only 
work more for a bushel of grain, but also for weav* 
ing of his cloth, for making of his coat, and for the 
shoes which he wears. 

There also ariseth discouragement hereby to trades* 
men, in our country in general, for tradesmen raising 
their wages on a rise of grain, the price of cloth, (^ 
shoes, of hat^, of scythes, and the like are all raised. 

Now, if interest was lower, grain lower, and kept 
more plentiful in our country, wages of hiUbd men 
might with reason be lower also. Hence, encourage* 
ment would naturally arise to husbandmen, to raise 
more sheep and flax, and prepare means to employ 
many poor people amongst us. 

Sheep are pleasant company on a plantation, their 
looks are modest, their voice is soft and agreeable; 
their defenceless state exposeth them a prey to wild 
beasts, and they appear to be intended by the great 
Creator, to live under our protection, and supply us 
with matter for warm and useful clothing. Sheep, 
being rightly managed, tend to enrich our land; but 
by sending abroad great quantities of grain and floar, 
the fatness of our land is diminished. 

I have known landholders who paid interest for 
large sums of money, and, being intent on paying 
their d^bts by raising grain, have by toQ much tilling, 
80 robbed the earth of its natui^l fatness, that the pro* 
duce thereof hath grown light 

To till poor land requires nearly as much labour as 
to till that which is rich; and as the high interest of 
money which lieth on many husbandmen, is often a 
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mmoB of Aeir Jtrngglhig for preteot profit, to Ae 
impoYerisliineDt of their lands, tbey then on tbrnr 
poor land, find greater difficulty to afford poor labour- 
era who work for them, eqtiitaUe pay for tilling the 
ground. 

The produce of the earth is a gift from our gra- 
cious Creator to the inhabitants, and to impoyerish 
the earth now^ to support outward greatness, appears 
to be an injury to the succeeding age. 
• Rich. — As there hath, for some years past, been a 
jpadual rise of our country produce, and we have not 
raised our interest, if there be any complaint now, it 
seem^as if we are the. men to complain. 

Lab. — My friend and neighbour, people, thou 
knowest, sometimes disagree in attempting to settle 
accDUAts (when no fraud is intended on either side,) 
butAhrough want of matters being clearly and fairiy 
steted. Come now, let us patiently hear each other, 
and endeavour to love as brethren. 

Some who pay rent for a small house, and raise 
up children, all by day's labour, are often taught by 
very ipoving instructions. Some keep a cow, and la- 
bour hard in the summer to provide hay and grain for 
her against winter; but in very cold winters, hay is 
sometimes gone before spring, and grain is so scarce, 
through much sending it and flour abroad, that the 
grain intended for a cow, is found necessaryto.be 
eaten in the family. I have known grain and hay so 
scarce, that I could not any where near, get so. much 
as my family and creatures had need of; being then 
sparing in feeding our cow, she hath grown poor: In 
her pining condition, she hath called aloud. I knew 
her voice, and the sound thereof was the cry of hun- 
ger* I have known snowy, stormy weather^ of long 
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contmuance. I haye seen poor ereatiures in dittreflf, 
for want of good shelter and plentiful feedi^gi when 
it did not appear to be in the power of their owners 
to do much bett^ for them; being straitened in an* 
swering the demands of the wealthy. I have seen 
small fires in long cold storms, and known sufferings 
for want of firewood. In wasting away under want, 
nature hath a yoiee that is very piercing. To these 
things I haye been a witness, and had a feeling sense 
of them; nor may I easily foiget what I haye thus 
learned. 

Now, my firiend, I haye beheld that fulness and de- 
licacy, in which thou and thy family liye* Those 
expensiye articles, brought from beyond the sea, which 
serye chiefly to please the desire of the eye, and to. 
gratify the palate, which I often obsenre in thy fami- 
ly as in other rich families: — ^these costly things are 
often reyiyed in my remembrance, when those pierc- 
ing instructions, arising from hunger, cold, and want, 
haye been before me. 

Our merchants, in paying for these delicacies, send 
a great deal of flour and grain abroad out of our coun- 
try. Hence, grain is more scarce and dear, which 
operates against poor labouring people. 

I haye seen, in thy family, that in furnishing the 
house, in dresring and adorning yourselyes, and in 
preparations for the table, you might saye a good deal, 
if your minds were reconciled to that simplicity men- 
tioned by the Apostle, to wit, ^< the HmpKeity that 
thtn u m CArM. '' And by thus saying, yoa might 
help poor people in seyeral ways. Yoomi^t abate of 
yoHr iatarest aaoMyy and that nri^ operate in fayoor 
of &e poor. Yo«r example^ m a phdn life, might 
other rkh familisoiii tfaissioyle wajro 
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Imog; and thus the wealthy, bj abating thdr expoEt^ 
sea, mi^t more easily abate the rents c^ their bmd»; 
and their tenants, having farms on moderate tenns^ 
would hare less plea for shortening the wages of the 
poor, IB raising the price of grain, than they now 
have. 

I have felt hardships amongst poor people, and had 
dkperience of their difficnlties; now, my friend, were 
oar stations in the world to be changed; — ^were thou 
and thy children to labour a few years with your 
hands, under all the wants and difficulties of the poor, 
toward supporting us and our families in that expen- 
sive way of life in which thou and thy family now 
live; — ^tliou wouldst see that we might have a suffi* 
.isi^ncy, with much less^ and on abating our demands, 
might make thy labour, and the labour of thy chil* 
dren much easier; and doubtless in my case, to thee 
such abatement would be desirable. 

I have read of a heathen king or emperor, so affect- 
ed with that great law of equity, laid down by our 
Redeemer, that he caused it to be fixed up on the wall 
of his palace: "WHATSOEVER YE WOULD 
THAT OTHER MEN SHOULD DO TO YOU, 
DO YE EVEN SO TO THEM.^' In this law, 
our Redeemer refers us to our own feeling; and as all 
men, by -nature, are equally entitled to the equity of 
this law, and under the obligations of it, there ap- 
pears, on the point of tenderness to the poor, im- 
provement necessary for thee, my friend. 

AtM.— If I were to abate all those expeoBes-tfaou 
hialest at, I believe some poor people, as hardly be* 
set to live in the world, as those Am speafcest of; 
would lose soiM business, aad be mere straifinwdte 
lifo tliMillMf «» at firawiit* 
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Lab. — I know of no employ in life, more inno* 
cent in its nature, more healthy, and more acceptoble 
in common, to the minds of honest men, than hu«- 
bandry, followed no further than while action ifl agree« 
able to the body; but husbandry, 'hy reason of the 
smallness of the number employed in it, is often made 
a toil, and the sweetness thereof frequently changed 
into hurry and weariness, in doing no more than em- 
ployers commonly expect from a man, as the labour 
of a day. 

Rich, — I have seen men perform a full day's la- 
bour, even in hot weather, and at night appear cheer- 
ful, and no signs of weariness on them. 

Lab. — That may often be observed in strong hear- 
ty men; but sometimes the necessities of poor la^ 
bouring men induce them to labour when they ar« 
weakly; and among poor men, as amongst others, 
some are weak by nature, and not of constitutions 
prepared to go through great labour; and these, in do- 
ing what is esteemed a day's work in the summer, 
are frequently very weary before night, even when 
in health; and when weakly, they sometimes stru^le 
with labour to a great degree of oppression. 

Labouring to raise the necessaries of lifef is in it- 
self an honest labour; and the more men there are. 
employed in honest employments, the better. Many 
of the employments thou hast alluded to, have been 
invented to gratify the wandering desires of those 
who, tfirough means 6f riches, had power to turn 
money into the channels of vanity^ Those employ- 
ments are often distressing to the minds of sineera 
hearted people, who, from their childhood, liave been 
brought \xp in them, wilb tntentioii that theraby thaj 
nigbtgel a Kviag ia tfia ^oHd* With thaia I \mm 
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a krollMffly sympathj, and not onl j denm tti^ ttiiir 
ftith fSul not, bat fisel a care that sock who have plen^ 
ty of the thiogs of this life, may by their oonditioD 

I feel that it is my daty to love my heavenly Vm 
ther, with all my heart, and with all my aool aod 
strength* I feel that pride is of^poute todivine love; and 
if I put forth my strength in any employment, which I 
know is to sapport pride, I feel it has a tendenqr to 
weaken those bands which, throng the infinite mercies 
of God, I have felt at times to bind and onite my soul in a 
holy fellowship with the Father, and with his Son^ Jesus 
Christ This I have learned through the precious 
operation of Divine love, and ardently desire both for 
myself, and for all who have tasted of it» that nothing 
may be able to separate us from it. 

When rich men, who have the power at cireuli^- 
ing money throu^ channels, the most pleasant to 
them, do not stand upri^t as in the sight of God, 
but go forth in a way contrary to pure wisdom, it 
tends to disorder the afiairs of society. And where 
they gather money through the toil of husbandmen, 
iuid circulate it by trading in superfluities, and em- 
ploying people in vanities, the rimilitttde used by the 
prophet Ezekiel am^ears ai^ioaUe. He represents 
rich men as strong cattle, who feed on the lat pasture, 
and then wantonly tread down the remainder; and ea 
drinking at a pleasant stream, and then widking in 
it till their feet have so sthrred up the mud, thai tke 
thirsty weak cattle, have nothing to drink hot dirty 
waler. This parable of the prophet i^peaia to re^ 
ptescot, not oidy the bodily hardshipap in o«twai4 
potarty and Want, of audi poor people wIki are ] 
ed down by Ihn pswer #f tkm wealtiqrt ' 



d by Google 



- eoirtrERSAti6KiJf oy lowm woolmak. ^ 345 

p^y be ajSpIied i^ those employments about yamties^ 
m wbidi ma6y people are entangted. 

Now, if rich men, by living in the simplicity of 
the Tru&y stop the business of some who labour in 
gratifying the pride and vanities of people's minds, 
and are drinking the dirty waters; if those at the 
iame time abate their interest, and the rent jof their 
lands, this opens a way for the tenant to be more li- 
beral with the fruits of the ground, when put in thc^ 
balance against the work of poor labouring men. 

An honest tenant, who labours himself, and knows 
what it is to be weary, on agreeing to pay five men full 
wages for doing that which is now computed a day's 
work for four, might ease the heavy burdens of weak- 
ly labourers, and open the way for some now employ- 
ed, in gratifying the vanities of people's minds, to 
enter upon useful employments. 

Men who live on a supply from the interest of their 
money, and do little else but manage it, appear to 
have but a small share of the labour, in carrying on 
the affairs of a province; and where a member of so- 
ciety doth but a small share of the business thereof^ 
it appears most agreeable to equity, that he should 
live in such sort, as may be most easy to them, by 
whose labour he is chiefly supported. 



TTie substance of some conversation between a thr^f^ 
ty Landholder^ and a Labouring man. 

Labourer. — I observe, of late years, that when I 
buy a bushel of grain for my family, I must do more 
work to pay for it, than I used to do twenty years 
past, what is the reason of this change? 

Landholder^ — ^Towns and villages have a gradual 
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increase in these provinces, ai^d the people now 
ployed in husbandry bear, I belief^ a less proporti^m 
to the whole inhabitants than they did then; this, I 
lake to be one reason of the change; but the main 
cause is that of sending so much grain and flour abroad* 

Lcib. — I believe it is so; but I observe that where 
land is well cleared, and enriched by cattle and sheep^ 
a hundred bushels of rye are raised with less labour 
now, than was necessary when the ground was ta 
dear, and the ploughing interrupted by many stumps; 
and as we have great plenty of grain raised in our 
country, it seems uneasy to me, that I must now do 
more work for a bushel of rye than I did then. 

Land. — The price set on labour is high; but as we 
have now less labour in clearing land, than we had 
then; — and as young men, who have no land of their 
own, are more numoTous, — it appears likely that we 
may have our labour done for lower wages than we 
had then. And as our country is now more open, 
and great quantities of grain are now raised, we are 
enabled to supply some people beyond the seas, with 
grain and flour, for which in* return, we get many 
tilings convenient, horn abroad. 

Lab, — Of things, which to me appear convenient, 
we, through Divine favour, have plenty in our own 
land, and in so much sending abroad, and fetching 
from far, there is a hazard of men*s lives, and the 
good fruits of the earth brought forth through much 
labour, are often buried in the sea. If our people, 
who are beforehand in the world, would be content 
with living more on the produce of our own land, and 
instead of employing so many men on the seas, would 
employ the greater part of them in husbandry and 
liseful trades, and keep grain more plentifully in our 
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country, I believe it would be better for us, in ge- 
neral, and we labouring people might have grain in 
im)portion to our labour, as heretofore; and in the 
pl^itiful produce of our country, rejoice with the 
landholders. But while the landholders have great 
increase, and therewith gratify themselves and their 
families with expensive delicacies, and at the same 
lime, demand more labour of us for a bushel of grain, 
than they did when much less grain was 3ent abroad; 
this falls hard on our side. And though a poor la- 
bouring man may behold the country in outward pros- 
perity, yet feeling the prosperity thereof to be of such 
a nature, that in getting bread for his family, he must 
do more work for a bushel of grain than was requir- 
ed of him in years past, it doth not appear that he 
hath a proportionable share in this prosperity. 

Land, — ^There are many people in distant parts, 
who depend on a supply by our grain and flour. 

Lab. — ^I believe some trade abroad might be of ad- 
vantage to us, and to some with whom we trade j if 
that spirit which leads into error, had no part in di- 
recting this trade. 

A great stop in trade, may not be expected with- 
out inconvenience to some; but as the spirit of Truth 
prevails in our minds, we are content with that only 
which is of real use to us. Thus the love ofc riches 
is cast out of our hearts; the desire after costly deli- 
cacies is subjected in us*, and in true brotherly kind- 
ness, we are moved to assist the weak members in the 
family^ under their difficulties. 

Our flour is often sent abroad, to fruitful places; 
and were the inhabitants of some of those places to 
apply themselves more to that of raising a living for 
themselves, out of their own ground, and trade less 
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alntMtd, I believe both we and they, under a diyine 
Uessingi might have a sufficient supply: — ^less of the 
produce of the earth would be sunk in the seas, less 
expense in carrying abroad and fetching from far; — 
and labour would be made more easy to the tillers of 
the ground, both here and there. 

Land. — We commonly raise more grain in Penn* 
sylvania and New Jersey, in a year, than is a supply 
for our inhabitants, and by sending abroad that of 
which we have no present occasion, we not only get 
a supply of sundry branches of merchandise from 
abroad, but also get gold amongst us. 

Lab. — In rightly labouring for the true prosperity 
of a country, we do nothing %t which any one of our 
inhabitants have just cause to complain ; but in putting 
forward trade beyond the right bounds, grain is made 
scarce and dear, even in a time of plenty; a poor la- 
bouring man must spend more of his strength to get 
a bushel of ry^j than was required of him, when less 
was sent abroad. Thtis, husbandry, one of the most 
healthful, honest employments, so agreeable and in- 
viting to us, is made a toil, and becomes wearisome, 
by reason that too few are employed in it, and too 
much labour assigned as the work of a day. 

Many branches of business are invented, to please 
the pride and vanity of such who wander from pure 
wisdom; which branches of business are often uneasy 
to sincere hearted tradesmen; but husbandry is an 
employment, in itself, so necessary, and carried on 
in the open air, that it appears consistent with pure 
~ wisdom to have as many employed in it, as the na- 
ture of the case will rightly admit of, and that those 
should not be obliged to work harder for a eomforta* 
Ue living, than may be an agreeable employ. 
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Grain, of late years, iM nused, not only in greater 
plenty than it was foitnerly, but also with less la^ 
bour; and that poor labouring men and tradesmen, 
should be under a necessity to spend more of their 
strength for a bushel of it, than was required of them 
in years past, is a case that to me doth not appear har«- 
monious in society. 

If gold is brought into our country through means 
which renders the condition of the poor more diffi- 
cult, it appears evident that the country had better 
be without gold. 

1 believe the real ui$e of gold amongst men, bears a 
small proportion to the labour in gefting it out of the 
earth, and carrying it about from place to place. 

It doth not appear to have much use but that of a 
currency, and if trade extended no further than was 
consistent with pure wisdom, I believe trade might 
be carried on without gold. 

To make an axe or a hoe, iron and steel is worth 
more to the husbandman than gold of an equs^ weight. 

If a man,>^with much gold,^ould travel into those 
parts of the world, where people are all strangers to 
that high value which is placed on it, and there en- 
deavour to buy the conveniences of life therewith; — 
to propose in exchange so small a piece of metal for 
so much of the necessaries of life, would doubtless 
to them be matter of astonishment. 

Gk)ld, where the value fixed thereon is agreed to, ap- 
pears to b€ attended with a certain degree of power; and 
where men get much of this power, their hearts are 
many times in danger of being lifted up above their 
brethren, and of being estranged from that meekness 
and tender feeling of the state of the poor, which ac- 
companies the faithful followers of Christ 
30 
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Our ble«»d Redeemer, who is dwvfs able to nq^ 
ply our wanto, even by mindeS) wlwa that IB eoiiml* 
ent with hit infinite wiiMiom; he, our gnMaou» Shep- 
herd, who well knows our weakness, and the dang^ 
there is of our hearts being corrupted by that power 
which attends riches, commands us, << Lay not up finr 
yourselves treasures here on earth;" and one of his 
immediate followers, warning us of the woful state of 
such who continue in the breach of this commuid, 
said, << They who will be rich, fall into temf^ation 
and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful 
lusts which drown men in destruction and perdi- 
tion." 

Through the desire of money, men are temj^ed, at 
, times, to deal hardly with their poor neighbours; and 
in the possession of riches, there is a snare. 

Through this imaginary greatness, the heart is often 
ensnared with pride; and through plenty of gold, the 
way is more open tojjcalify the vanity of the desire 
in delicacies and luxury; and under these gratifica- 
tions, there is often a growing exsdtation of mind, an 
imaginary superiority over such who have a small 
portion of the things of this life; and thus many be- 
come estranged from the tender feelings of true bro- 
th^ly love and charity. 

In a time of plenty, when gceat quantities of ^rain 
and flour are sent to distant parts, a poor man who 
labours for hire to get bread for his family, must do 
more labour for a bushel of grain, than was required 
for that quantity, thirty years past; which circum 
stance appears worthy the consideration of such who 
possess fruitful plantations, or are otherwise entrusted 
with power, and may jusUy incite them to beware lest 
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tile love of money ensnare their hearts, and lead them 
on to promote trading beyond the right bounds. 

They who hold plentiful estates, have power over 
those who have only their hands to labour; and if 
. they misapply this power, the joints and bands of so- 
ciety are disordered. Poc»r labouring men, in raising 
up families, find occasion to labour too hard, while 
other poor men would be idle for want of employ, 
were not employments provided, which serve chiefly 
to gratify the pride and vanity of people's minds. 

Where people love money,' and their hearts are en- 
snared with imaginary greatness, the disease frequent- 
ly spreads from one to another; and children, indulg- 
ed in those wants which proceed from this s^firit, 
have often wants of the same kind, in a much largqr 
degree when they grow up to be men and women; 
and their parents are often entangled in contriving 
means to supply^em with estates to live answerable 
to those expensive customs which, very early in life, 
have taken hold of their minds. 

In contriving to raise estates on these motives, how 
often are the minds of parents bewildered, perplexed, 
and drawn into ways and means to get money, which 
increase the difSculties of poor people, who maintain 
their families by the labour of their hands. 

A man may intend to lay up wealth for his chil- 
dren, but may not intend to oppress; yet, in this fix- 
ed intention to increase his estate, the working of his 
designs may cause <* the bread of the needy to fail^^' 
and at the same time their hardships may remain un- 
noticed by him. 

This, the inspired penman describes in the simi- 
litude of a mBn/alUng. Now, a man ialling, may 
go headlong, where be bad no design to go. Having 
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a unll to be rtcA, he may yZi/?; — he may fall into the 
conditio^ of oppressors, thou^ he had no design to 
oppress. Thus, it remains that the love of money 
is a root, from whence spring many evils; and they 
who will be rich, &11;— tbey fall into temptations, 
and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtfcft^ cus- 
toms, which strongly opirate against the true harmo- 
ny of society. 

This, of making grain scarce in a plentiful country, 
for the sake of getting a little fine metal as a curren- 
/ey ainongst us, which doth not appear to be worth its 
weight in steel, for instruments relating to die com- 
ja<m bofiihess of getting a living in the world, appears 
to me to work against the general convenience of poor 
iabouring people, and is often a snare to others, r^ 
specting the inward state of their minds. 

The members in society, to me, appear like the 
members of a man's body, which only move regu- 
larly, while the*motion pj^oceeds from the head. In 
\£ts, people sometimes have convulsive motiooSii which 
though strong, are only manifestations of dik)rder. 
. "WTiile we love God, with all our hearts, and lov^ 
' not ourselves in a love different from that which we 
feel towards mankind universally, so long the way 
remains open fw that ^ Life which is the Light of 
men,'' to operate in us, and lead us forward in all the 
concerns necessary for us. Here we may rejoice in 
the testimony of our conscience, that in simplicity 
tfnd godly sincerity, we hav^ had our conversation 
amongst men. 

This is a treasure, of which, through the tender 
mercies of God, I have, in a small degree, had expe- 
rience; and when I think on this outward body being 
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dissolved, and look toward ages who may succeed us, 
this treasure, of all others, feels the most precious, 
and what I ardently desire may be possessed by ge- 
nerations to come. 

If gold comes not rightly into our country, we had 
better be without it The love of money is the root 
of evil, and while gold comes among us as an effect of 
the love of money in the hearts of the inhabitants of 
this land, branches rising up from this root, like the 
** degenerate plant of a strange vine,'' will remain to 
trouble us, and interrupt the true harmony of society. 
The lore of Christ, which preserves the faithful in 
purity of heart, puts men into a motion whi(Sh works ■ 
harmoniously, and in which their example yields clear 
and safe instruction; thus our Redeemer said, ** Ye 
are the light of the world.'' 

This is the standard which Grod hath command^ 
to be lifted ; and the possibility of this standard be- 
ing now lifted up by us, standeth in that of a lowly 
watchful attention to the leadings of Him who is the 
" light of life;^' and if we go from this standard, we 
go into a wilderness of confusion. 

While we keep to this standard, we are content 
with a little; but in the love of money and outward 
greatness, the wants of one person may require as 
much labour to supply them, as would supply ten 
whose wants extend no further than those things 
which our " Heavenly father knoweth that we have 
need of." And where people are entangled with that 
spirit in which men "receive honour one of another, 
and seek not the honour which cometh from ^od 
only;" in this state, expense ariseth frequently on ex- 
pense, and in the increase of outward substance, they 
often find occasion for a greater increase. Thus, a 
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nun on loine new aeqnaintance m& one, whose Ur- 
ing in tbe worid is more qseeioos than his own, may 
feel an indinati^ to rise upas high as to a level with 
■1)im; and in order to attain thi% he may frame 
new devices to increase his estate, and these devices 
may cause << the bread of the needy to fail," thoa^ 
bis intent was only to get riches to himsel£ 

Now, as men have a will to be rich; and in that 
will, fdlow on in pnrsuit of devices which work 
against the convenient living of noor honest people, 
in this course they decrease as to that of being kind 
and tender bMu*ttd, in seeking aAer the wants of the 
weak and helpless: and in that sj^rit in which men 
receive honour one firom'another, their minds are to- 
wards outward power, to support themselves in thi^ 
which they possess. 

With gold, men often hire armies, and make great 
jM*eparations for war. Now in raising great armies, 
and supporting them, much labour becomes necessa- 
ry, which otherwise would not be needful; and in the 
long continuation of these things, tbe yoke lies heavy 
on many poor people. 

The battles of the warrior are not only <' with con- 
fused noise, and garments rolled in blood,'' but com- 
monly continued in the craft and subtilty of man'» 
wisdom; and if we << trust in man^ make flesh our 
aim," and are estranged from thatjMirified state in 
which the mind relieth on Qod, we are in the way 
tQiivards an increase of confusion; and this state, even 
among much gpld and great riches^ is less settled and 
quiet, than thatof a faithful follower oS the lowly Je- 
sus, who is contented with << those things which our 
heavenly Father knoweth that we have need of.^ 
^ this state we ar^ dead, and our ^^Jtife is hid with 
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Chrift in God;*' — dead to the love of money;— dead 
to worldly honour, and to that friendship which is at 
enmity with God; and thus He is felt to be our rock 
and our safe habitation. 

In the love of money and outwanl greatness, the 
mind is perplexed with selfish devices, how to keep,-^ 
how to defend from the crafty designs of the proud 
and envioua; and from the desperate attempts of the 
oppressed. 

Now, in the bottom of these devices, there is un- 
<]puetness. J^or where gold or treasures are gathered, 
and not in that wisdom which is pure and peaceable, 
the mind in this statt is left naked. The robe of God's 
xi^teousness is a covering which, to them who are 
sanctified in Christ Jesus, is an abundant recompense 
for the loss of that life, with all its treasures, which 
stood in the wisdom of this world. Under this robe, 
we feel that all things work together for our good; 
that we have no cause to promote, but the cause of 
pure universal love; — and here all our cares centre in 
a humble trust in Him who is omnipotent. 

John Woolmah. 



lUeTnorial concerning Mary Walton. 
As the memory of the just is precious, and will re- 
main engraved on the heart, as with the point of a 
diamond, so ought the reeollection of their pious lives 
to act as a stimulus, to those who remain behind, to 
** follow them as they have followed Christ'' Such 
are the reflections that arise, in recurring to the re- 
moval of owr beloved Friend Mary Walton, who, 
(bough htr race was short, was a preacher of right* 
eousness in eoadnct «)d c<mveieslion to those, with 
whom she associated. 
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She was the dau^ter of James and Hannah Wal- 
ton, of Fallowfield, Chester County. Aboat the e%h- 
teenth year of her age, ahe commenced teaching the 
school for coloured children, under the care of Friends, 
in Willing*s Alley, Philadelphia, in which die was 
much interested, and continued in it until the state of 
her health obliged her to relinquish the employment; 
which was about a twelvemonth previous to her de- 
cease. Her exemplary patience and meekness of dis- 
position was remarkable, and did not fail to excite the 
notice of her associates; and some who were most in- 
timate with her can testify, that for the last five or 
six years of her life (a few instances excepted) they 
never saw her temper ruffled. Notwithstanding she 
possessed this happy diqiosition, this meek and quiet 
spirit that is of great price in the sight of the Lord, 
she was often assailed by temptations; and in a letter 
to an intimate friend, thus expressii hersdf : — ^^^The 
enemy is continually at work with me, trying to 
catch away every good thought that I am floured 
with at times. I think it is a great favour, even to 
have one good thought I have frequently to say as 
our Saviour did (particularly in meetings) ^< get thee 
behind me, Satan, why temptest thou me?" 

She was fond of the society of those whose conver- 
sation was edifying, but she also evinced by her love 
of retirement, that she had been in the garden with 
Jesus, and had sat under his teachings. -Being natu- 
rally of a diffident disposition, she seldom said much 
on the subject of religion; but to a few particidar 
Friends, dither in conversation, or in epistolary cor- 
respondence, she would drop some expressions that 
manifested her ardent desire for the prosperity of 
Zion, and the enlargement of her tiiwleis. 

^ mc 
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"^ In the loth month, 1815, she was attacked with the 
influenza, which mtich reduced her; and herconstitu* 
tipn being naturally feeble, it terminated in a pulmo- 
nary complaint. During her illness, though at times 
her sufferings were very -great, her mind appeared 
tranquil, and the canopy of love that covered it, ren- 
dered her company instructiii:e> though she had but 
little to say. She was sometimes assailed with doubts 
of belog admitted into everlasting rest, and expressed 
to a Friend who sat by her, if these were removed 
she should feel comfortable. About this time a fe- 
male minister went to see her, who was led to speak 
in an encouraging manner to her state, and on taking 
her leave observed, that she believed, let the time 
come when it would for her change, all would be 
well. The dear sufferer enquired, ^'does thee think 
so?" and appeared quite animated with the assurance. 
Her faith having been thus tried, it pleased him 
whose dwelling is sometimes as in thick darkness, 
to cdspel the douds) and say to the captive, go free; 
and ufVouchsate the blessed a38urance Uiat as hohsd 
been her Alpha, so also he would prove to be her 
Omc^ 

On Seventh day, 7th of 9th month ,1816, she thought 
her close was near, and requested that the family 
might be collected, — bade each an affectionate fare- 
well, and then with an audible voice, said, <^ come 
Lord Jesus, thy servant is ready.'' She shortly re- 
vived, and through the course of the day, gave much 
excellent advice to her Friends, exhorting them to 
live in love, and added, << I love every body. This 
has been a comfortable sickness to ine.'^ fSkk^ was led 
to admire the goodness of the Almighty, whose pro- 
tectmg arm had bwn round her from her youth u]^ 
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In the evening of tbe day, an intimate Friend going 
into her chamber, she observed, ^ Well H. thou fimfa 
me going fast'' He replied, he was glad to see htt 
so composed 'cind resigned. She signified it was a 
favour, and added, <<I expected to have gone at 
noon,"-*-hoped we would give her up che^ully, 
and bad craved that this might be the last day/ Heir 
sister remarked that she hoped she would not be too 
anxious, she relied, << I hope not." 

On First day morning, thefamily were again collect- 
ed. She appeared very calm, and supplicated, ** Oh. 
holy father, if it be thy will, release me, if thou please.^ 
After an interval of a few minutes, she sufiered nmch 
pain, md again interceded, << Oh holy father, give me 
relief— receive my soul. Thou hast been always, 
good, releaAe me.'* Second day, she frequently ap- 
peared in supplication, spoke of her approaching dis- 
solution with composure; and gave directions how she 
wished to be laid out Through the day and during 
the evening she sufiered much hodi^ iwiiiu and. at 
10 o'clock enquired what time it was; on befllg told, 
she said, " Oh! ia.it no later?" Soon aftw suj^licat- 
ed, <^0h! come, gracious father, come and take me 
home, to thy everlasting rest'' At one o'clock, 
again enquired the time, and as if sensible her close 
was near at hand, lay very quiet for about half an 
hour, when raising her voice beyond our e^pMetation, 
she said, <* I am now going — Holy Father, "thy ser- 
vant is ready, — be pleased to come and take me homt. 
Death has no terrors. Oh death where is thy stiii^-- 
Oh grave where in thy victory?*' — and after a «fcort 
pause, added, " the sting of ^ih is sin.** 

Thus, triumphantly, did our precious Friend gq^ff 
the stage of action, and we could have eonfideotly 
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used tbii expression from Holy writ; <^(^>enyethe 
everlasting gates, and let the righteous enter in/' not 
doubting that she was admitted through the gates in* 
to the city, and was added to that inntimerable com- 
pany that surround the throne. Her loss we sensi- 
bly feel, haying looked upon her as one that was to 
assist in repairing the walls of our Zion, and to be as 
a pillar in the church; but we desire not to repine, be- 
lieving our loss is Ji^ everlasting gain. 

She departed this life at her brother's readence 
near Frankford, the 9th of 9th month, 1816, about 
the 23d year of her age. 

«/i Short Memhir of Oliver Matthews^ deceased. 

Departed this life on the 17th of tho 1st month, 
1824, at his residence in Baltimore county, oijter 
MATTHEWS, in the 103d year of his age, having sgent 
the greater part of his time on the farm where he 
died. He was of the Society of Friends, among whom 
he had long been active and useful, having religiously 
exercised uniform plainness and sincerity, as was his 
continual practice. 

' His upright conduct through life, and in his deal- 
ings, was a striking feature of his character, it being 
his steady aim to live up to that correct principle of 
punctuality^ which so signalized the members of the 
society in its early rise. ^ 

He was distinguished for habitual and unaflected 
hospitality, being of a lively cheerful turn of mind, 
and possessed of a tender spirit, wMch was conspicu- 
ously manifested in his paternal aflFection towards his 
beloved children, all of whom, except one, he liyed 
to see removed to another state of existence. 
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He had been blessed with a good constitntioD, and 
retamed his faculties as well as usual^ until near the 
dose, when they, with his bodily strength, w&re dis- 
covered to be on the decline, which evidently indi- 
cated approaching dissolution, Without any apparent 
disease, except wh^i was brought on by the hand of 
time. 

His remains were interred on the Idth following, 
in the burying place of Friends first used at Ckinpow- 
der, where their meeting was originally held. Pre- 
viousto the corpse being removed firom his late dwel- 
ling, ih^ calmness and aolemnityy evidentiy felt, af- 
forded a confirmation that << all was well^ with him; 
and those sensations were accompanied with two 
livdy communications, briefly delivered by two con- 
cerned Friends to the same efiect 

The following language may with great propriety 
be adopted respecting him, " Thou shall come to thy 
grave in a full age, like a shock of com cometh in 
his season." J. T. 

Baltimore, 2nd Month 26tk^ 1824. 

The followiog liaes were addressed to the late Oursa Matthews, 
of Bidtimore eouiity^ near the close of his 10£d year, by a distant 
connection of his. 

Of the years that are vanished and fled. 

Thou standest a relic, alone! 
The winter of age hath encircled thy head, 

With a white and immaculate zone! 
Andbrightiy thou shinest, a land mark between 
The days that are now, and the years that have been! 
Tie sun in his gorgeous career, 

Unnomber'd the times thou hast view'd. 
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When bright in arising his splendors appetfy 

Or mild in his evening mood; 
When calmly he sinks in the waves of the wettt 
Like a spirit of earth, in the sleep of the blest! 

But say, hath his glory decreased, 
Since the dawn and the morn of thy day ?— 

Bis might and his splendor, to show, hath he ecat*^ 
Or to lighten the world vyitli his ray? 

No! mighty in power — eternal in bloom; 

&e dreads neither death, nor the night of the tombl 

But a different race he illumes. 

From those he beheld, in thy youth! 
For they have^one down to their separate tpmbs"<» 

Their vigor — their virtue and truth! 
Whilst thou art remaining a limb of the dead!«^ 
Yet rescued by JVjw^, from oblivion's bed! 
Thus oft have I seen in the field, 

•When the work of the reapers was o'er, 
A stalk, that eluded Ihe death-dealing wield . t 

Of the scythe, and bloom'd on as before, ' 

But soon did stern winter its beauty deform^ 
It quivered and Kunk 'neath the arm of the storm! 

The watch-word is sounded aloud — 
** Death-*-deaUi is approaching to all," 

And o'er us, enrobM in the folds of tho shroud. 
Shall wave yet, the wide flowing pall! 

And Oh! may our day in its verging decline, 

Have a sky as unclouded, as spotless as thiire! 

Then rest thee, thou remnant alone. 

Of a race now embracing the clod ! 
And may'st thoo triumphant ascend to the throne^ 

The fruition of bliss, in the mansions of Qod! 
81 
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Sink calmly and sweet to thy slomber of fttt~ 
Mounty spirit^ from earth, to the realma of the Ueit! 



SCHOOLS. 

In 1746, the Yearly Meeting of Philadelphia, "de- 
wired Friends, in their several Monthly meetings, to 
encourage and assist each other in the settlement apd 
support of schools, for the instruction of their chil* 
dren, at least to read and write, and some furtlier 
useful learning, when circumstances will permit it; 
and that they observe, as much as posstble, to em ploy 
such masters and mistresses as are concerned, not en* 
ly to instruct their ehildren in their learning, but are 
likewise careful in a spirit of meekness, gradually to 
bring them to the knowledge of their duly tor God, 
and one to another.^ 

Many of the children of Friends, previous to that 
tiye, were brought up without school instruction; and 
e^n those in comfortable circumstances, in some 
country places, for want of convenient schools, never 
learned either to read|or write. It is probable the advice 
of the Yearly Meeting, had a beneficial eflfect; as in 
stances of total deficiency in school learning, are not 
so frequently noticed among those who were then the 
objects of this concern. 

The Yearly Meeting in 1750, and divers times af- 
towards, manifested a lively interest in the ** impor- 
tance of training up our youth in useful learning, un- 
der the tuition of religious, prudent persdns, suitably 
qualified for that purpose,^*— and recommended tha^ 
'^Friends should exert themselves therein, as fully^as 
ttieir circumstances would permit^'' and thai Month- 
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Ijr meetiogs should appoint committ^s to hove Htm 
oversight and care of schools. 

In 1778, a united concern is expressed for the es* 
tablishment of schools^ for the instruction of youtbf 
in useful learning. It is stated that, notwithstanding 
the pressing recommendations before mentioned, ye« 
ry Tittle had been done effectually therein* The raid- 
ing of funds for the support of schools, had been pro» 
posed, and was afresh recommended to the notice at 
Friends; and that an account of the progress made 
in the several meetings, be sent to the Yearly Meet* 
ing. It was also proposed^ <Hhat within the cotA^ 
pass of each meeting, where the settlement of a school 
is necessary, a lot of ground be provided, sufficient 
for a garden^ orchard^ grass for a cow, &c. and that 
a suitable house, stable, &c. be erected thereon.-— 
Such a provisHon woi!ild be an encouragement for % 
•taid person, with a family, who will be likely to rd» 
main a <^oi^siderable time, perhaps his whale fife, m 
the service, to engage therein.'^ It was further ad* 
.fjaed, that Friends promote subscriptions towaitis a 
Ibnd, the increase of which might be employed ia 
paying the maimer's salary, if necessary, and promot- 
ing the education of the poorer Friends' children. 

These earnest advices, included in a report to tht 
Yearly Meeting, signed by Anthony Beiiezet and 
Isaac Zane, appear to have had a good effect in stimu- 
lating Friends to a more lively concern on th^sub* 
ject of schools. In 1784 and 'SS, the minutes men^ 
tion the necessity of persevering in un wearii^ en* 
deavours to effect, in a greater degree than has y^t 
,been done, a liberal provision for the due instruetioii 
of youth; continued attention, and further unremit* 
iMl industry is renewedly urged, that Friends of tfio 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



SH SCHOOLS. 

Wipettiye meetings mty be enabled to gire « mort 
•itisfactory account of tbeir further progress therein. 

In 1787, the establishing of well regulated schoolSf 
onder the care of religious, well qualified tutors, is 
again recommended «< to the vigilant care of con- 
eemed Friends, to be extended not only to the chil* 
dren of Friends of more easy circumstances in life, 
but also to the offspring of such as are poor, and of 
the black people, whose condition gives them a claim 
to that benefit^ Two years after, the Yearly Meet- 
ing issued pressing advices on the subject of schobls, 
and the establishment of fund^ agreeable to the re* 
eommendation of 1778. 

These rejieated advices^ of the Yearly Meeting, 
daimed the weighty attention of Friends; in many 
of the monthly and preparative meetings, funds were 
raised ibr the support of schools; and in some places^ 
a house and lot %vas provided for the accommodation 
of the teacher. Foreigners^ frequently of loose prin* 
ciples and immoral habits, had formerly heien ent- 
ployed as schoolmasters, but an increasing care wail 
now manifested in the choice of teachers of. exem* 
plary life, and whose conduct was consistent with our 
religious profession. 

'About the year 1790, a concern was introduced 
among Friends of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, for 
establishing a boarding school upon a plan similar to 
that at Ackworth, in England. A pamphlet, written 
by Owen Biddle, detailing some of the proposed out* 
lines of the institution, was published^ — the Yeariy 
Meeting took a lively interest in promoting the met- 
sure, which resulted in the seminary at Westtown, 
which was opened in 1799. This instituUon fait 
been the means of diffnsiog im[m>vement in Friendi^ 
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schools geoerally, in Pennsylvania, >Neir Jersey, fie- 
Iftware, and elsewhere* 

., The Yearly Meetings df BaliimQre, New York tod 
.JNew Eilgland, have also patronized the institution Of 
.boarding schools, under similar regulations. 

When the subject of. a Yearly Meeting school was 
imder discussion, some FHends of Philadelphia tmi 
its vicinity, made some efibrti^.ta- set up a boardiAg 
school on a smaller Scale, for their present conVeni- 
»ence. It was probably owing to the decease of one 
of the principal promoters, that the project wds aOI 
jsalrried into effect. . 

Di\ring the last thirty years, boarding schools have 
been opened in many parts of the country, by Friends 
in their individual capacities.-— None of these appear 
to have been restricted to members of our religious 
society — and it is believed they have been the meahs, 
not only of diffusing literary information, but of ex- 
tending a profitable knowledge of the principles and 
r order of the Society of Friends. 

Fifty years ago, the books used in country schools, 
were Benezet's primer, Dilworth's Spelling book, then 
4he New Testament, and after that the Bible. IH1> 
worth's assistant ^was the standard work on arithme* 
tic; English Grammar was v^ry rarely taught; and 
it was only some uncommon genius that advanced to 
the study of the Mathematics. Geography, Astrono- 
my, Natural Philosophy, History, and many other sci- 
ences, that are now familiar, were probably, not then 
thought of; and even if they bad been proposed, the 
want of enlarge views in parept% would, most likelj, 
have induced them to diicourage their children (rem 
iOtttoriiig on such studies. It is a iaet, tfiat Uie studjr of 
. CbM^grapby WM pitdiiiritBd ia a hrn boifdiac sdi^ 
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-mI ioKy jretvimgo^ becMeeib ^•otricias were appm- 
hended to be at variance with •onie paasagee of n* 
•omd •eripture. An ig^ Frifind^Bbt ^ year) back, 
: having Vitiied a ichool, wherethe study of 4he globes- 
was observed amongst the esereisesi w«s sorry to see 
iune 6pemt in acqwring ideas luconnsleftt *witfi those 
!iivliioh bethoo^t ncsuHed from the tent^^--^ the foim- 
.jiations of the earth/^ 

While Friends mre ardeartiy^jroffgresBing in the 

^maeorn relative to sehocSs, making liberal provisiOd 

i<Br the support of qualified teachers, opeeting suitable 

school houses in the room of their old gloomy build- 

-togs, the necessity of Aiore suitable books than some 

4hKt hsd been in use, ^^peared obvious.*— The Meeting 

'^br Sufierlags (urmshed country schools with Bsr- 

eiay's Catechism, and Penn's Maxims forthe^i^iBg 

.elasses; Peirce^s Spelling Book superseded the "use of 

Klwerth's— an improved system of arithmetic, by 

^sttodry teachers, in and near Philadelphia,^ was 

brought into general use; an excellent compendium 

.of English Grammar, compiled by James H&mton, 

paved the way for the more general study of that 

'ipcienoe; the higher branches of Mathematics, Ge^ 

•graphy. Natural and Civil History, and the study of 

Other useful seie'nces, — w^ encouraged. A jftore ge- 

^eralexpanaion of mind restfhed, and many of the 

^mlgiT' practioes and eiYoneous idetfs of d*eage of ig- 

tioraiice, were throwrn much into oblivion, 

■ The 'introduction of ^chooft Ijoo'ks, of an^imptoved 

^Uaracter^ had a stimtfla^Jng toidency.-^Murtrjfy^s 

'SeadeKS, and some ^f the betft Hslassic Eii^Mi^peetrf^ 

^»efe callsiilaled to m1iH)du^ ^aftottal 4itfbftt'of thiftk- 

linf,tafrwelbcas 4»t«QAiaddl feelings. l%e>boaits^<i9r 

.MoUki^i^MUiih^d^jF *Hri*>hhson% aaivPiiaQdclphia^ 
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{ncokatod the dutiei of humanity; the Bomenoiis and 
(rduaMie little works, Issued by Samoei Wood and 
S0OS, <»f tlew York^ fiinudied aimisenient and vaiash 
Ue instriiction to the youlhfai mind, and supplanted 
the teste foT'Soeh unprofitable romances as Tom Thuin, 
Q&ea Ginf^bread^ Qulliyer^s Travels^ and ftobiiKson 
Crusoe- 
Less than a hundred years ago^ our ancestors were 
urged to furnish their children with an opportunity to 
learn to read and write; and where circumstances 
^rould admit, some further useful learning. Under a 
prospect of the advancement of the present day, we 
may be ready to marvel that the extent of their wishes 
in 1746, was so limited. 

We rejoice that the human mind is advancing in 
'fte proper appKcation of its powers, to the study of 
%rttth, and the knowledge of naturaf science. We also 
rejoice in the improved order observable in school!; 
that teachers^ more generally than formerly, 'are 
« careful/' as four worthy Friends of 1746 express it, 
i*< in a spirit of meekness, to i>ring tlieir scholars to tft'e 
Icnowledge ^ their duty to God, and one to ano&eK^' 



Joseph Clarf^s Account of a Journey to the Indian 
Country, ^ 

In tiie year 1797, Jcto {)arriah,'a friend and father 
ill tiie church, «ugge84ed (the iidnantoip ^theat nigtit 
/ms^ to the Jn^an Derives, by fainglngm few of their 
j^omg feoralcis inl^ithispaiiaf theHK)untry, in ord€r 
rtotfi^imct^teoi ia^Ao usefo) ttrt8«fdomeatie>eooii§- 
4Rf« 4i|r pMeing tbiini as Am fimiicet of suitiiBIs 
Friendsy where they might be carefully educated 
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Thw being a rery weighty matter, elaimed my se- 
rious attention^ and was laid before the CommiUee 
appointed by the Yearly Meeting, for promoting the 
improvement and gradual civtlissttion of the lad^ 
^natives. The proposal was acceded to by the Com- 
mittee, who fumiabed roe with a Certificate expa'es- 
sive of their unity therewith, and addressed to the 
Indians, as.fbllows: 

« Brothers, 

We received by our friend, Henry Simmons, 
a few lines from you. We were glad to hear from 
you, and that your young .men were encouraged to 
walk in the good path, ^e recommended to you. It 
did our hearts good, when he told us that you had 
raised corn, wheat, and other grain, to supply your* 
selves till next crop. We wish you all to bo sober 
and industrious, and learn to be good farmers. 

Brothers, we understand that you are desirous, a 
few of your girls should be placed in the families 
of some of our Friends, and be taught what our 
daugjiters are. We rejpice at it, and are willing to 
tlike three of them; and our friend Joseph Clark, has 
agreed to assist in bringing them safe down. They 
(H. Simmons and. J. Clark) will deliver you thi& 
We also have agreed to tak^ two girls from Oneida^ 
and two from the Tuscaroras. 

Brothers, we expect the girls you Send us, will re- 
main till they are eighteen years of iige, as our daugh- 
ters are placed by their parents or friends, to leani 
what we want your daughters should know; that is^ 
Spinning, weavinjg, how to make butter, and sueh 
#lber things as ar^ useful on a &rm. We shall place 
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them in such familiesvas will use them kindly, and 

instruct them in what is needful. 

We remain your friends and brothers, 

Joaif Drinker, 
H.. Drinker, 
John Parrish, 

ThOS, StEWARPSON, 

Thomas Wister, 
John Biddle." 

Having laid the subject before my family, after 
about two weeks' consideration and preparation, I 
took an afieictionate leave of them^ on the 16th of the 
10th month, 1797, and went to Bristol in Bucks 
county, where I met with my friend, Henry Sim- 
mons, jun. who waa to be my companion in the jour- 
ney, which was very satisfactory. But he was taken 
unwell, after travelling about twenty miles, and con* 
iinued so during all th-* journey. 

When we arrived at New York, a numlier of ar- 
ticles were purchased, for clothing for the girls, and 
we prosecuted our journey till, in doe season, we ar- 
rived at Oneiila, in the state of New York, where 
we were received with marks of affection, by the In- 
dians. I was taken to the house of one of the Chiefs, 
his wife having been informed concerning my coming. 

On the 29th, Nicholas Cusick, Chief of the Tusct- 
roras, with his wife, made us a visit. He. is an order- 
ly and sensible man« 

We also had a conference with the Stockbridge and 
Tuscarora Indians; at which we produced our certi- 
ficates, and they were read, not only by paragraphs, 
bat by sentences and wonls. Hendrick Apaumut 
( interpreter for the Stockbridge, and Nicholas Ca- 
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iiek for tfa« TuaearorM. Soaift wmrriors from Ump^ 
rt, were also present At this conference^ Ae h* 
4ians seemed fullj sslisfied with the pn>po8als made 
to them. We informed them that Friends had noth* 
itig but love for them and their children; and as it 
was their desire that we should take their children^ 
we would do it at Friends* expense. On which in* 
formation, they acknowledged Friends* love for thesu 

l)ih mo. l«/.-^Had a conference with the prioci* 
pal Chief of the Oneidas, about the girls. He re- 
aiarked, that those of tlie young Indians who go out» 
dften learn wrong habits; and mentioned some in- 
•taiices in the neighbourhood. He further observed^ 
that they would rather the sons of OnM, (meaning of 
William Penn,) should have their people or chiklrel^ 
than any other people; Init their judgment was, for 
our women to come and instruot them; which wouU 
better preserve their morals, and be of far greater 
utility amongst the Indians, and which they always 
Qoderstood would be the case, from the first proposal 
■Bade by the Committee. In answer to all this, I re* 
plied, «< Great trees grow slow;'' meaning great mat- 
ters take time to accomplish. 

He called upon me twice after this> to write a piee^ 
for their nation. At first, I declined: but, upon the 
second application, I complied; wdl knowing that 
what they requested was the mind of Friends^ and 
also of Government. When it was written, they con* 
ferred together about its contents; and next day I was 
informed by their chief that they approved thereof. 
The purport of it was U> warn off son^ bad tenants, 
who had seUled on their land contrary to law« The 
Chief gave me a name, Onas, signifying 0e toiae wbo 
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moBB pen, whiek i thougl^t no way mntable for mf 

teiall aWKties. 

Being fipequenftly in company wilh tiie Stockbridgt 
tttdians, I was iBdnced to believe they are superiof^ 
^epeoiaiiy the women, to many under our name> wh^ 
Ifiake a high profession of religion. 

3d. Travelling tlirough this settlement, I behekl 
tihe pleasant situation of the houses of the natives on 
« rising ground, near a clear, runnings stream, sur* 
founded with trees which are evergreen,- — my mind 
was considerably humbled on seeing the manner in 
'Which they lived, and how free they were from thode 
cares and wants, that luxury and pride have intro* 
duced. — Their composure and serenity are remark^ 
able .After a long absence of an Indian, they do not 
show that extacy on his return, that we do in meeting 
a friend in such a case; but when a suitable time 
offers, he says, <* Satandoxry gawcheeP' that is, «' So, 
friend, art thou still in the valley of tears?'* 

About this time, I was informed of an interesting 
circumstance, vrhich occurred among the Wyandat 
nation of Indians^ with a deputation from Congress 
It appears that in consequence of some encroachments 
. of the white people upon the borders of their land, a 
demurer dissatisfaction arose among the Indians, and 
tiie afikir demanded the attention of Congress, who 
appointed a certain number of judicious men, of their 
body, to investigate the grievance. The Indians 
"being informed, a council was called; and at a time ap- 
pointed, the deputies met them, and requested to be 
furnished with information of the boundaries of tbdir 
territory. When, to their great surprise, a young 
, Indian stepped forth, and on behalf of the council, in 
m solemn manner, spoke thus: << He who causes tko 
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mn to rite beyond tbe top of the eaileni hilb, tn^Ml 
below the brow of the western mountainSy — that hi^ 
elothed the wilderness with leaves in the qpring, and 
disrobed it again, in the fall, — it is He alone who hatti 
aet bounds to our country .'' This speech so sarprised 
the auditory, though men of great abilities, that they 
knew not what reply or answer to make. 

5lh. Favoured with healthy though my companion^ 
H. Simmons, jun. labours under the affliction of the 
ague. John Tuhi and George Crosby came to see us. 
These men are of another tribe, and appear superior 
in respect to sobriety and understanding, to many of 
OS, who are of a fairer complexion. Their remarks 
on divers matters were edifying* Speakine of a 
schoolmaster's qualifications, one of them observed 
that the sort of master they wanted, or required 
amongst them was, not only one who was qualified to 
teach children, and keep tlie school in order, but one 
who would be an example to their parents. 

These men ofiered us their horses to ride to their 
nation, and they would go on foot, being about seven* 
teen computed miles, through a country almost impas- 
sible at this season: but I could not accede to their 
kind proposaL 

Had a meeting this morning. A number of Indians 
came to see us, notwithstanding it was very stormy. 
I thought this a day of refreshment, both in pur little 
sitting, and in some remarks made by the natives* 

6th. A cold morning;— the wind north-east, and 
the waters high in the creeks, from the thaw of snow 
that had occurred. We intended to set out for Stock* 
bridge on foot, but as my companion was much re* 
duced by having the ague, togettier with some bag» 
gage we had to take, it seemed a little difficult But 
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He who is & present belp was near to provide; for a 
Stodcbridge Indian came to the house at the hour we 
intended to depart^ and agreed to carry our burdens. 
From my feelings, I had cause of thankfiilnesss for 
being here; believing the Lord is bringing about a 
great work in the earth. 

A man, called a Baptist minister, was at Stock* 
bridge. The Indians showed him our certificate; at 
which he expressed his approbation, and oJOfered us 
the use of his horse for a few days. 

Here we were informed that the Oneida's oonclu* 
sion not to send their girls from their nation,— had 
such an effect upon the Tuscaroras, that notwith- 
standing we had delivered clothing for tlieir children, 
we had to recommend them to deliver it to those who 
offered voluntarily. We could have had many more 
of the Stockbridge children, than were specified in 
our certificate; but to keep as near as possible to what 
was therein contained, was our earnest desire. 

My companion was so ill as we travelled along, 
that he entreated ine to permit him to lie down on 
the wet logs; which I could not suffer; and whether 
he would be able to reach the house intended was un«- 
certain, — the road being so very miry. His illness 
was a considerable exercise to me, not only at this 
time, but many others. At length, we arrived at our 
Indian brother's, where we were treated with great 
kindness, and much hospitality. 

7th. A fine morning. My mind often felt^ the 
sweet influences of Divine Croodness; and I could be* 
hold its salutary effects among some of these Inhabi- 
tants of the wilderness. Their penetration and judg. 
mentin religious matters, are very evidentand striking 
as may appear in tjae following narrative. 
32 
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It appears that two yomig men were pMpMwd ^ 
Princeton college^ to be sent as nusaionftries amoog 
the Indians. And in order to babituato themsedres 
to the hwrdships tfiat awaited them, they lodged upon 
boards. When they set out apon Uieir misnoiv 
several persons of respectability accompanied them 
to the Creek Nation. Wheii arrived, the Chiefs 
were called, — a conference was held with tfiem, and it 
was proposed to call a Council; which being met, the 
visitors informed them that they had broc^ht two 
minist^s of the gospel to preach sdvation to them,-^ 
and also a number of books, which would lead them 
the way^o heaven. The Indians received the infiMP- 
mation, without apparent emotion; and said they 
would consider the subject; which should occupy the 
space of fourteen days. Meantime the yoqng minis- 
ters proposed preaching; but the Indians would not 
suffer them, until their own conclusions were made. 
At the expiration of the fourteen days, the Indians 
made inquiry, whether they had any dark-coloured 
people among them, and whether they preached the 
gospel of salvation to them: whether they gave them 
those gcod books, which would show them the way to 
heaven; or, whether they treated them as slaves, or 
as brothers. JBeing answered accordingly, the In- 
dians again spoke, " Go home, and preach the gospel 
of Ailvation to them; give them those good books, that 
will learn them the way to heaven;— treatthem asbre- 
tliren, and not as slaves; then come and preach to us,*' 
In consequence of this refusal, the whole missionary 
company returned; and one of them who was in the 
station of a Cqngress-man, was so affected with 1^ ^ 
circumstance, that he emancipated M his slaves. 
When I came home, 1 called upon tiie person, ai^ 
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inquired more fully respecting the matter, when lie 
readily, seriously, and fuller confirmed the same. 

I never experienced greater kindness than from the 
Indians. I had not only their h(H*aes to ride, but a 
guide from place to plaee. The natives would not 
permit nae even to carry my portmanteau, nor scarce- 
ly to go over a bridge that was dangerous,, butoflfered 
to carry me over in their arms; sthough I would not 
aiiffer them. When I lodged with the Indians, they 
Would build a large fire at bed-time, in the room that 
I occupied, and always renewed it at midnight; — the 
family being remarkably still, whether up or a-bed. 
, 8th. A hard frost. ThisTuoming, set out for Bro- 
thertown, 'having the ChrePs horse to ride, with one 
of their principal men for a guide. We travelled 
through a most fertile country, over logs, and throu^ 
bushes, at the rate of about a mile, and sometimes 
two, in an hour. Arrived at Bfothertown in the even- 
ing, and were treated with all the kindness we could 
ask. Having comfortably lodged here one night, the 
next day we set out for Fort Schuyler, being still ac- 
commodated with horses and a guide. The roads 
were beyond de-scription, bad; but we were favoured 
to reach Fort Schuyler, in the evening, — having pre^ 
viously agreed to meet our family of female Indians 
at'this place. * 

10th. This morning our Indian girls came, ^ch 
one accompanied by her parent or guardian. The 
business of parting was conducted with great seriouif^ 
ness, finr the Indians delivered their children to m 
with the utmost confidence and quietude: whkh 
brought over «iy miiki a considerable weight of eon* 
cerD'^aiKl care, that nodiiog oq my part^ n^lghl oh* 
Idruot thit great aod important work The^teimiP 
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ftifiBfted maeh adlln^as and composare, at taking leave 
of their pamits, to go a long journey, with perfect 
atrangera, to reside in a distant land. So we went to 
the Mohawk river, and they stepped into the boat, 
wrapped their faces in their blankets, and I do not re- 
member that they uttered a wwd- We now had to 
pass down this river about one hundred miles, but 
got on very well the first day's voyage, 

llth. Very cold this mornings especially on the 
Mohawk. We arrived at the Falla about breakfast- 
time. These wonderful works of Providence are very 
striking to every rational beholder. The water-fall 
is fifty-one feet between the tremendous rocks, which 
form a perfect stone wall for the space of twenty 
-miles along the' river. This river receives the fewest 
ereeks of any I know of; consequently it keeps nearly 
the same height, and is not affected by any tide. 
Travellers often stop, kindle a fire on its banks, and 
dress their meal. 

My companion continues ill, increasingly so, by 
being much exposed to the cold in an almost open 
boat, while the hills and fields are covered with snow. 
About four o'clock in the afternoon we arrived at 
Schenectady, and procured comfortable lodgings, 
which could not be obtained at every place. 

12th. A rainy morning. I felt well in health, 
thropgh favour, though my companion, H. Simmons, 
was still affected with the ague. Being first-day, 
early in the morning, we were taken about fourteen 
miles in a carriage to Albany, where we tarried i^the 
house of our kind friend^ Peter Field, daring the re- 
mainder of this <k|r, i^ch I i^eht chiefly in reading 
the Bode of Martyrs. There are bij^t tlroe fiumliea 
of Friends in tbislptaee^ uriio are m^ thmif^t qualified 



d by Google 



JOSEPH CJLABX'S JOVMAS^ . S77 

to bold a meeting: therefore, they and their children 
must suflFer great privation and loss, in the most seri- 
ous and important part; for, being full twenty miles 
from the nearest meeting, perhaps these young people* 
but seldom attend. 

It would be wisdom for parents carefully to weigh 
every difficulty, in removing with their tender oflF- 
spring, to settle far from meeting, and not let th^j 
perishing' things of this world have too much sway. 
He who is rich in mercy, can mar abuodance, and 
bless a little; for <«the earth is the Lord's, and the ful- 
ness thereof." 

18th. A fine mild morning. The wind being fa- 
vourable, we took passage in a sloop for New York. 
I felt a degree of thankfulness that the Lord had thus^ 
far preserved us, and our family of girls. 

14th. A rainy morning, though mild. Our girls 
conduct themselves with so much propriety, that 
they are remarked by persons of respectability. My 
mind was frequently exercised, so as not tb suffer me 
to sleep; hoping nothing might befal my tender chil- 
dren, that would obstruct this good work, which the 
Lord is about to carry on from sea to sea, and to the 
uttermost parts of the earth. 

We left Albany about four o'clock in the afternoon, 
.and came to Hudson that night, about thirty miles; 
notwithstanding we were aground, and laid at anchor 
till the tide floated us ofif. Next day we had a head 
wind; but our family appeared cheerful, which is a 
considerable satisfaction, and cause of thankfulness 
unto Him who is a present helper in every needful 
time. 

16th. A clear, cold morning. Bon aground by 
m^ans of a i^rong wind from the western shore, about 
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nie miles Above New York. When the tide was ia 
favour, we earried out our anchor, but all endeavours 
at this time, proved in vain; and we were obliged to 
remain in the cold, until the tide should rise again. 
In the evening, we renewed our efforts, and were fa- 
voured to effect our de«gn. We arrived opposite 
New York about nine o'clock in the evening, but the 
tide run ao strong that the captain said he could not 
bring the vessel to shore. Being desirous of moving 
forward as iast as practicable, we engaged the boat to 
take us ashore; which being covered with ice on every 
part, and tossing so much, that it was with difficulty 
we could get in. At length we arrived safely in New 
York, and were kindly received by our friend Ed- 
mund Pryor; and may truly say, from the tenderness 
that was shown to us, and to the Indian girls, it was 
*< like a brook by the way." 

1 7th. A snowy morning. Friends manifested much 
kindness towards us, particularly Joseph Delaplain^ 
who accompanied us to the vessel, and presented to 
each of the girls a piece of silver. We arrived safely 
at Brunswick about seven o*clock in the evening. 
There was here, at this time, a certain great man 
from Poland, who had never se^n an Indian, and was 
desirous of being introduced to the girls. They being 
in a private room at supper, he walked in to take a 
view of them. When he beheld their orderly deport- 
ment, he seemed much surprised; and afber walking 
round the table where they were sitting, he said, 
<* These are almost -civiliz^ already." I informed 
him that die fath^ of one of them wotdd not drink 
wine. 

The fuune evening, the Poland genenA and liis 
oompany eanie into the rooih, where my eompankHi 
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tile word Hkm was itsed, which attracted the attentioa 
of a yoimg man, who remarked in French to the ge* 
neral^ that we, as a people, had a very uncouth way 
irfispealqng thou;^-rhe apprehended, (as I suppose,) 
that we should not, uodej^stand what he saiddn that 
language. Howevc^', I informed him, that it was the 
language of the Almighty to the irst man, Adam; 
therefore bid him not reflect upon the peq^le for using 
the language, which the Lord had taught them. He 
looked confused; and the Polander, who understood 
English, appeared to favour the obiyervation. 

18th, Set out before day, and reached Princeton 
by breakfast'time. Through the continuance of Di- 
vine favour, my fetmily continue welL» except Henry, 
whose ague remains with him. Passing on, we ar- 
rived safely at Bristol in Pennsylvania, where we 
parted. Henry took charge of the children, and went 
to his home in that neighbourhood, where it was con- 
cluded the girls should remain until I should return 
from Phila4elphia. Accordingly I took passage in 
the stage, and reached home about nine o'clock in the 
evening; where, through the favour of a kind, pre- 
serving Provideoce, I found my family well, and we 
were mutually rejoiced to 8?e each other. 

19lh. A few Friends were called together, in order 
to be informed of my proceedings, and to considei: 
what necessary step should be taken next. They ex- 
pressed their satisfaction with my communication, 
and concluded that I should return the next day to 
Henry Simn^ons's, and bring the gtrls down to Phila- 
delphia. 

20th. Rode to Bristol, and next morning to Henry 
Simmons's, where the girls, remained during my ab* 
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ienee. Being equipped, we again set out, and aniyed 
at my houae alKHit aun-aet The girls continued with 
ua for three days; during which time, they conducted 
themaehrea in an orderly manner; and occasionally 
read the Scriptures. Many Friends called to see 
them, and gave them a number of small presents. 

The next concern was, to' find suitable places for 
them* We accordingly set out for James Emlen's, 
in Delaware county, where we arrived safely, and 
were kindly treated. 

On first-day, the 26th, we had them all taken to 
meeting, where tl|ey behaved in a becoming manner. 
In the course of a few days, we had them stationed 
at the Friends' houses, who were willing to take 
charge of theai, and instruct them in the business of 
housewifery. Two of the girls were placed with Na- 
than Coope and 8on;-*-on^ with a woman Friend, 
who had a concern to take charge of one of the In- 
dians; — one was placed with the fiaimily of William 
Jackson, and the remaining two ?8^ Isaac Jackson. 
At my taking leave of them, they wept aftisiderably; 
and 1 felt much tenderness toward them, wJien I re-" 
fleeted upon the confidence which their parents had 
placed in me. On looking over thii journey, I may 
thankfully acknowledge, that through adorable mercy, 
I have witnessed preservatioYi; and may the great Pre* 

server of men have the praise. 
'■•'■•' " ■ ' ■ ' ■ ■ "■-'-.' ,.^ -^ 

Friends' Miacelli^ i» proposed to be published ooce a montb— « 
a numbers to make a volume — price $1 00. Subscribers may for* 
ward their names to John Townsend, agent, in Plykdelphia-^ 
Sdward Townsend, corner of 10th and Chesniit streets— LippiA^ 
cott & Par'rj, No. 67^orth Second street, or to the Edhors in Bj- 
berry. ^ J, It I. COMLY. 

WILLIAM SHARPLESH, Printer, 
' Jfa.SDMStariUeet,Ph»tedelpbi«. U 
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